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EDITOR'S LETTER 


thlon Sports is embarking on its 42nd year of making college foot- 

ball predictions. I will admit that during most of my 20 years with 

Athlon I haven't spent too much time analyzing our past predic- 

tions. We've often kept our eyes on the tasks ahead of us rather 
than focus on our past. 

But for those who enjoy analyzing publications (and websites) like Athlon 
who make it their business to prognosticate, it seems we hold up pretty well 
with our predictions in recent years. Last year, according to the website 
stassen.com, Athlon was judged to be the most accurate forecaster of the 
Football Bowl Subdivision (Division I-A) conferences. In fact, over the last 
three years, Athlon ranks number one in accuracy. Do all of our predictions 
come true? Obviously not, but our editors have done pretty well over the 
years. 

If you believe Athlon to be on a hot streak, then you might want to pay 
attention to the Florida Gators. As you can see on page 40, Tim Tebow’s 
team is our projected national champion. During my tenure here, I can never 
remember as much debate over our No. | team. Last year, we debated into 
the following day over No. 2, but a consensus for No. 1 has typically come 
fairly quickly. This year, there were powerful arguments for Ohio State, USC 
and Oklahoma. But in the end, it was the Gators getting the lion’s share of 
the support. 

If the Gators make it three national titles in a row for the SEC, fans in the 
South can crow loud and long as their conference reigns supreme. But which 
conference is the best? It depends on who you ask, as we found in our Con- 
ference Supremacy feature on page 34. Most opinions sway toward the SEC. 
At least for now. 

If teams are to overtake Florida for the national title, chances are they will 
employ a defensive coordinator who can defend the spread offense. The 
spread, invented by current Michigan coach Rich Rodriguez, is quickly be- 
coming the offense of choice for national powers. On page 22, you can read 
about how defensive minds across the country are defending this new-fan- 
gled attack. 

Another phenomenon catching steam is college football fantasy. Im- 
mensely popular with the NFL, the fantasy concept works just as well with 
college players. If you're ready to dive into the college game, turn to the back 
of the magazine and you'll find our rankings to help you draft your team. 
Take note of teams with potent spread offenses. Central Michigan comes to 
mind. 

I hope you enjoy all the aspects of our College Football magazines this 
summer, and I hope you'll turn to athlonsports.com this fall to follow your 
favorite teams. We'll preview every game and break down every weekend, 
even while Saturday’s games are still going on. 

We'd love to know what’s on your mind. Email us at editor@athlon- 
sports.com. 


Enjoy the Season! 


bald bale 


Charlie Miller, Editorial Director 
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Heisman contenders, teams on the rise, ranking the confer- 
ences, QB battles and much, much more. 


22 STOPPING THE SPREAD 


College football’s offense du jour isn’t the unstoppable force 
that it might appear to be. But you have to have a plan. 


TOP 40 RECRUITS OF 2003 


Reggie Bush and JaMarcus Russell certainly panned out, but 
the recruiting class of 03 had its share of misses, too. 


CONFERENCE SUPREMACY 


Aside from the issue of a playoff, no subject stimulates as 
much debate as this simple question: Which conference is 
truly the best? 
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WHEN IT'S 


An SEC heavyweight tops this year’s rankings, but from there, things are as 
wide-open as ever. Find out who’s in the hunt to join the Gators in Miami for 
the BCS Championship game. 


When even the reigning Heisman winner has competition at his position, you 
know it’s a great year for talent. We present the best of the best. 


Who’s got the best line in the SEC? The best backs in the Big Ten? Glad you asked. 
171 | 


80 SIDELINE SPIRIT 
True spirit isn’t confined to the field of play. Much of what makes college foot- 
ball special can be found on the sidelines. For evidence, just look to your left. 
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PRESEASON, IN SEASON, ALL SEASON 


www.athlonsports.com 
for a different point, click and view of sports 


What To Look For This Summer 
WEB VIDEO: CONFERENCE PREVIEW SHOWS 


The second season of Athlon’s web video preview shows begins this 
summer. Join Senior Editor Mitchell Light as he provides highlights, 
analysis and predictions for the upcoming season. 


LIVE CHAT THURSDAYS 

Athlon Sports editors will talk College Football and Recruiting 
throughout the summer every Thursday afternoon. Head over to 
AthlonSports.com for a complete schedule. 


HEISMAN HOPEFULS 
Athlon’s Heisman Watch features the top 25 candidates to hoist the 
Heisman Trophy. 


COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT KIT 

Let Athlon’s panel of experts prepare you for your college fantasy 
football draft with the brand new College Fantasy Football Draft Kit. 
New to College Fantasy? Learn strategies and how to play at 
AthlonSports.com this summer. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


What To Look For This Fall 
GAME PREVIEWS FOR EVERY TEAM 


Every team. Every game. Every Thursday. Make AthlonSports.com 
your source for weekly game previews from team No. 1 to 119. 


CONFERENCE NOTEBOOKS 
Get BCS conference writeups every Monday chronicling the 
weekend’s action. 


UPDATED ATHLON 119 
Weekly ranking updates of all 119 Football Bow! Subdivision teams. 
See who rises and who falls every Monday afternoon. 


Fan Games 
RAL PICS 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PICK'EM FOOTBALL FICK’EM 
Visit AthlonSports.com for your chance GET YOUR GAME ON AGAINST 
to compete in a pick’em game against CE ADKINS 
country music star Trace Adkins! 


BEAT THE EDITORS, WIN $25,000 

You’ve seen our picks, now it’s your turn. Sign up online and select the 11 
conference champions and the eventual national champion. Beat the edi- 
tors and you could win free Athlon magazines, the Ultimate Fan’s Tailgate 
package or other cool prizes. Correctly predict all 12 winners and you 
could win $25,000! Visit AthlonSports.com for more details. 


“a 
Ventfresh 


Ot | te 


AUTO AIR FRESHENER 


faalial S CeCe) max 


k 
“ ame 
premium air care you can control 
}, EEE 


easy to use; 
refillable; no mess 


©2008 SOPUS Products www. autoexpressions.com 


ATHLON SPO? TS 


PRESEASON, IN SEASON, ALL SEASON: 


Athlon Sports’ exclusive college football photography is showcased One of the most popular features on AthlonSports.com during the foot- 
every Monday in Scenes from Saturday presented by JVC. Soak up ball season. More that 3 million ballots were cast in last year’s contest. 
the atmosphere surrounding two of the biggest games each week Let your voice be heard again in the 2008 Sideline Spirit Contest. 


only on AthlonSports.com. 


hlon Consensus 100 
Get all your recruiting rankings in one place with the Athlon Consensus 
100. The 2009 AC1O0 database launches this summer. 
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The two sport star finally chose One State over PSU and Mich. 


(St. Bonaventure HS) 
Scott could start immeciately in Boulder, CO 


For 42 years Athlon Sports has been a leader in preseason coverage of college football. Now 
you can enjoy the same passion and insight on the web before, during and after the season. 
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Winning a second consecutive 
eisman [rophy is improbable 
But not impossible because 
Florida's offense will thrive. 
ow should)not take as much 
i beating and should not lead 
‘the Gators in rushing again 
“because of the presence of 
unning backs Chris Rainey 
~ and Emmanuel Moody. 
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HEISMAN FAVORITES 


Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri Missouri needs to beat Illinois in the season- 
opener to amplify the buzz around Daniel. But the Tigers will score enough points 
for Daniel to be among the favorites for the second consecutive 


Pat White, QB, West Virginia Don't underestimate White's value. He 

went down with injuries in the two games West Virginia lost last season. White 

wont get overshadowed by Steve Slaton, but will Noel Devine steal some of the 
limelight? 

Knowshon Moreno, RB, Georgia Special K was the best fresh- 
man running back in Athens since Herschel Walker more than a quarter- 
century ago. The Bulldogs will be in the spotlight all season, and so will 
Moreno. 


Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma The Sooners are loaded offen- 

sively, which should help Bradford build on a season in which he set a fresh- 

man record with 36 touchdown passes. The play of Oklahoma's secondary 

will help determine whether the Sooners are in national title contention, but 
Bradford’s numbers should be there. 

Chris Wells, RB, Ohio State After amassing more than 1,600 rushing 

yards, Beanie Wells should be a dominant back behind a strong offensive line. 

What is less certain is whether the Buckeyes can do something they have failed 

to do the past two years: win the BCS title game. 


Mi 


Colt McCoy, QB, Texas McCoy’s 51 touchdown passes over two seasons are 
the most in consecutive years in Texas history. He has also produced 37 plays of 30 
yards or more and will need to have a hand in several more big plays to emerge as 
a Heisman favorite. 


Graham Harrell, QB, Texas Tech Unlike some previous Red Raider signal- 
callers, Harrell is not a system quarterback. He led the nation in total offense and 
threw for more than 400 yards in all but two games. 

Michael Crabtree, WR, Texas Tech After setting NCAA freshman records for 
receptions (134), receiving yards (1,962) and touchdowns (22), Crabtree will go 
for an encore with Harrell back under center. 

Cullen Harper, QB, Clemson Harper set the bar high by throwing a school- 
record 27 TD passes in 2007. But will his offensive line protect him? 

Armanti Edwards, QB, Appalachian State All Edwards does is win national 
championships. Does he have a realistic chance at the Heisman? Not really. But 
we'll know more when the Mountaineers leave LSU’s Death Valley on Aug. 30. 
Jeremy Maclin, WR, Missouri Maclin collected 2,776 all-purpose yards, the 
fifth-most ever by a Division I-A player. He should be even better this season. 
Joe McKnight, RB, USC The former hyped recruit hopes to build on his Rose 


Bowl performance, when he amassed 125 rushing yards and 45 receiving yards. 


Juice Williams, QB, Illinois Williams ranked 12th in the Big Ten in total of- 
fense. He's ready to take the next step in his progression as a quarterback. 


Percy Harvin, WR/RB, Florida Harvin ran for 764 yards and six touchdowns 
last season and caught 59 passes for 858 yards and four scores. 

Todd Boeckman, QB, Ohio State A third consecutive berth in the national 
title game could propel Boeckman into the conversation. 

Jake Locker, QB, Washington The West Coast’s Tim Tebow? He finished fifth 


in the Pac-10 in rushing with 82.2 yards per game. 


Matthew Stafford, QB, Georgia Fundamentals were the emphasis all spring. 
If Stafford takes the next step in his evolution, he could be in the discussion. 
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KENTUCKY The Wildcats were bound to take a step backward 
after losing quarterback Andre’ Woodson. But the losses of receivers 
Keenan Burton and Steve Johnson, tight end Jacob Tamme and versa- 
tile tailback Rafael Little are also tough to overcome. 


ARKANSAS Bobby Petrino arrived, but Darren McFadden and 
Felix Jones departed, making it difficult for the Razorbacks to dupli- 
cate their success. Quarterback Ryan Mallett will look good in an 
Arkansas uniform — in 2009. 


BOSTON COLLEGE In the spirit of a former Boston Celtics 
coach, Matt Ryan is not walking through that door. Chris Crane, who 
has started one game over the last three seasons, will try to fill Ryan’s 
shoes. 

LOUISVILLE The Cardinals went from a national title contender 
to a middling team because of one of the nation’s worst defenses. 
Coach Steve Kragthorpe overhauled the defensive staff, but results 
need to follow. 


| TEAMS ON THE 


ay 


HAWAII Dont expect many bleary-eyed fans to stay/up;for 

those middle-of-the-night Hawaii games this season. All tharis 
missing is coach June Jones, quarterback’ Colt Brennan and re+ 
ceivers Davone Bess, Jason Rivers:and Ryan Grice-Mullens 


NOTRE DAME No one is waking up national title 
echoes, but the Fighting Irish can’t go anywhere but up, right? 
Coach Charlie Weis handed over his playcalling duties and 
hired well-regarded defensive mind Jon Tenuta from Georgia 
Tech. That’s a start. 


Ww 


UCLA Rick Neuheisel brings his “passion bucket” to Los An- 
geles. Offensive coordinator Norm Chow and defensive coordi- 
nator DeWayne Walker are in place to make the Bruins a 
perennial contender in the Pac-10, sooner rather than later. 


TEXAS TECH Put the nation’s best wide receiver on the 
field with the nation’s passing leader and an experienced offen- 
sive line and then sit back and count the points. Coach Mike 
Leach must be salivating. 


PITTSBURGH After managing to contain West Virginia's 
vaunted offense last year, the Panthers bring back the majority 
of their defense. Former SMU coach Phil Bennett, who thrived 
under Bill Snyder almost a decade ago, is now the defensive co- 
ordinator. And don't forget: Tailback LeSean McCoy should be 
even better this season. 

NORTH CAROLINA Butch Davis and his staff could re- 
alize the fruits of their outstanding 2007 recruiting haul this 
fall. Virginia Tech looks to be the class of the ACC Coastal, but 
don't be surprised if the Heels edge out Miami for second place. 
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SEC a 
Favorite: Florida 
Anyone who followed the week-to-week results in the SEC last season knows that the conference is al- 

Most too strong for its own good. There are no easy games, particularly on the road. Losing one game — 
in conference play i is akin to going undefeated in other conferences. The SEC may have had the best wo" 

teams in the nation last season — Georgia and LSU — and the league may have four top-10 teams this 

season. Bobby Petrino’s return to college football won't make the conference any easier. 
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Favorite: Oklahoma 

No conference has a comparable collection of starting quarterbacks. At least four — Oklahoma's Sam 
Bradford, Texas's Colt McCoy, Missouri’s Chase Daniel and Texas Tech’s Graham Harrell — should gar- 
ner some Heisman attention this fall. And that’s not even mentioning All-America receivers Michael 
Crabtree at Texas Tech and Jeremy Maclin at Missouri. Expectations are particularly high at Texas Tech. 
Oklahoma should play with a chip on its shoulder following a second straight Fiesta Bow! loss. Com- 
ing off a resurgent season, Kansas faces a significantly tougher schedule. 
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. ai Favorite: Ohio State 
“= : The Buckeyes are the class of the conference and have a reasonable path to a third straight berth in the 
ad national championship game. The return of running back PJ. Hill makes Wisconsin the strongest chal- 
lenger for the Buckeyes. The loss of linebacker Sean Lee, who tore knee ligaments in the spring, will sig- 
PP nificantly hurt Penn State’s hopes of contending. The biggest question is how quickly Michigan players 


will grasp Rich Rodriguez's up-tempo offense. Quarterbacks Cystis Painter and Juice Williams return to 
Purdue and Illinois, respectively, but both teams lost notable playmakers. 
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CLA received! the biggest 0 oost by hiring coach Rick Neuheisel and offensivé coordinator 
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Favorite: West Virginia os pants act Pe Pa 
“South Vibridad as toma moved into the top tier of the Big East and should provide the safieegetiae G58 BF 
‘a lenge to, a, which returns quarterback Pat White and a formidable offensive line. Rutgers ae ; 
he Teel te but running back Ray Rice is gone. Louisville’s downtrodden defense » gy 
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Mountain Vest 


Favorite: BYU 

BYU is the trendy pick to crash the BCS party. The 
Cougars should have no trouble scoring points with quar- 
terback Max Hall and running back Harvey Unga in the 
backfield. But they will have trouble emerging from the 
MWC schedule unscathed because of Utah, which was one 
of the nation’s hottest teams at the end of last season. Quar- 
terback Brian Johnson will lead the Utes against BYU at 
home on Noy, 22, in a game that could have BCS implica- 
tions. 


Conference USA. 


Favorite: Tulsa 

Tulsa lost quarterback Paul Smith but returns many of the 
playmakers on an offense that finished first nationally in 
total offense. It is imperative that the Golden Hurricane 
improye a defense that ranked 108th in yards allowed. UCF 
lost Kevin Smith, the nation’s rushing leader, but returns 
nine starters on defense. It will take time, but SMU is at 
least headed in the right direction with June Jones on the 


sideline. 
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MAC 
Favorite: Central Michigan 
MAC teams earned key victories over BCS teams last sea- 
son and will be in position to make an even bigger splash 
this fall because the league should be stronger. Central 
Michigan quarterback Dan LeFeyour, the 2007 MAC 
Player of the Year, and Ball State quarterback Nate Davis are 

hy “worth watching. 


Favorite: Fresno State 
* The probe gph the WAC is that there is a considerable 
ry drop- jer. Fresno State and Boise State are 


both nationally relevant, but it remains to be seen whether 
ne else in the league can emerge asa c er, Hawaii 
will take a step back from the national after losing its! 
coach, quarterback and best receivers. The Warriors’ per- 
formance in the Sugar Bowl did not help the reputation of ~ 


the conference, eith 


Sun Belt '* 


. Favorite: Frag 


quarterback Ray Smith, The Owls ranked 16th natic 
“in a vas season and should feature an exciting aerial 


‘e»ronts 


TOP FIRST-YEAR ASSISTANTS 


Norm Chow, offensive coordinator, UCLA It may take a few years 
for the effects of Chow’s arrival to show, but he should immediately pay 
dividends for senior quarterback Ben Olson, who will ascend to the top 
spot on the depth chart due to Patrick Cowan's injury. 


Jon Tenuta, assistant head coach/defense, Notre Dame Notre 
Dame’s defense has been in need of a makeover, and there aren't too many 
assistants better equipped to provide one than Tenuta. Corwin Brown re- 
mains defensive coordinator, but the aggressive, blitzing mindset Tenuta 
had at Georgia Tech will only help. 


Rion English, defensive coordinator, Louisville Syracuse scored 38 
points (though one TD was on special teams) against the Cardinals, and 
South Florida racked up 55 points. English should instill more tough- 
ness in a unit that ranked 115th nationally in pass efficiency defense. 


Will Muschamp, defensive coordinator, Texas Texas’ pass defense 
ranked 109th in the country. Muschamp led Auburn's pass defense to a 
No. 6 ranking in the country. That’s what's called a good fit. 


Dan McCarney, defensive line coach, Florida McCarney is a vet- 
eran coach who turned around Iowa State’s program and last season was 
an assistant at emerging South Florida. He has a passionate personality 
and demands accountability from his players. 


Tony Franklin, offensive coordinator, Auburn Can a smash-mouth 
defense co-exist with a no-huddle spread attack? We'll find out this fall 
at Auburn. 


TOP NON-BCS TEAMS 


1. BYU The Cougars are everyone's favorite non-BCS team this fall. 
They have the nation’s longest win streak (10) and eight starters back on 
offense. The Cougars have won 11 games each of the past two seasons. 


2. Fresno State Quarterback Tom Brandstater gives the Bulldogs 
a chance to thrive offensively. But is the schedule too tough? Road games 
against Rutgers, Boise State and UCLA, not to mention a home date with 
Wisconsin, are all difficult. 


3. Utah The Utes have some holes to fill defensively, but they have 
quarterback Brian Johnson back on a team that won eight of its last nine 
games. They also play BYU at home. 


TOP IMPACT FRESHMEN 


1. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 

Alabama has much of its offense back but needs receivers. Enter Jones, 
the nation’s top-rated receiver. This is what is called addressing a need. Are 
the expectations too high? 
2. Da’Quan Bowers, DE, Clemson 

A physical specimen, Bowers will play early and often for the Tigers. 
Coach Tommy Bowden loves his balance, acceleration and, of course, his 
size. 
3. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 

Dan Hawkins signed the best running back in the country. Scott 
spurned Texas because he was reportedly uncomfortable with the change 
of running backs coaches in Austin. 


4. Patrick Johnson, CB, LSU 

A physical and athletic corner, Johnson should see significant playing 
time this season for the defending national champs. Johnson is related to 
Washington Redskins receiver Santana Moss. 


5. Blair Walsh, kK, Georgia 

Is he the one missing piece in a Georgia national title run? Perhaps. The 
Bulldogs will need a strong kicker to navigate what promises to be an ar- 
duous schedule. 
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HOT s WEE TIES. 


=e RAPOINTS 


CALIFORNIA No quarterback competition may last longer than the 


one coach Jeff Tedford holds in August. Nate I ongshore ( abeve: left) could 


not finish spring practice because he pulled a pectoral muscle. The last 


memory Cal fans have of Kevin Riley was of him rallying the Bears from a 
21-point deficit in the Armed Forces Bowl. The battle is on in B erkeley. 


\ 


MICHIGAN Lloyd Carr retired, Chad Henne departed, Rich Rodriguez ar- 
rived and Ryan Mallett transferred. That left Rodriguez with — well, let’s just say 
he doesn’t have Pat White to run his spread offense in his first season in Ann 
Arbor. He spent the spring deciding between Steven Threet, a Georgia Tech 
transfer, and Nick Sheridan, who came to Michigan as a walk-on. 


MIAMI Coach Randy Shannon still has 29 practices before he has to pick a start- 
ing quarterback. Robert Marve, Jacory Harris and Cannon Smith are all still in con- 
tention. None has taken a college snap. But after Kyle Wright and Kirby Freeman 
combined to throw 20 interceptions last season, any selection could be an upgrade. 


LSU With the troubled Ryan Perrilloux out of the picture, either Jarrett Lee or 
Andrew Hatch (a former Harvard Crimson) will take over the controls for the de- 
fending national champs. Hatch threw two passes last year; Lee, a redshirt fresh- 
man, has yet to play a down at LSU. 


USC Pete Carroll took some drama out of this competition by naming Mark 
Sanchez the starter over Mitch Mustain, a transfer from Arkansas. If Sanchez engi- 
neers an early-season victory over Ohio State, he quickly becomes a Heisman con- 
tender. If not, Mustain will be ready to come out of the bullpen. 

VIRGINIA TECH The Sean Glennon-Tyrod Taylor rotation worked well 
enough late last year, but Frank Beamer and his staff would like to settle on a full- 


time signal-caller. Taylor is the fan favorite, but the coaches trust the steady Glen- 
non to run the offense. 
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Peter Brouillet 


To celebrate, we're giving away $1,000 a week for 50 weeks! 


Play every week through December 27, 2008. 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco 


Smoke Increases The Risk Of Lung Cancer 
And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 


RANKING THE NEW COACHES OF 2007 


We’ve ranked the job performance of each of the 24 first-year head coaches from 2007, from best to worst. 


1. TROY CALHOUN, AIR FORCE 

Before: 4-8 (3-5) After: 9-4 (6-2) 

The Air Force grad and former Houston Texans offensive coordinator 
guided the Falcons to their best conference record since 1998, when 
they went 7-1 while still in the WAC. 


2. DENNIS ERICKSON, ARIZONA STATE 
Before: 7-6 (4-5) After: 10-3 (7-2) 


10 wins were the most at the school since 1996. 


3. BRIAN KELLY, CINCINNAT! 
Before: 8-5 (4-3) After: 10-3 (4-3) 

The Big East record was the same as in 2006, but Kelly put the 
Bearcats on the map last season with nationally televised wins over 
Oregon State, Rutgers and South Florida. 


4. JEFF JAGODZINSKI, BOSTON COLLEGE 

Before: 10-3 (5-3) After: 11-3 (6-2) 

Coach Jag guided the Eagles to an Atlantic Division title on the 
strength of Matt Ryan’s passing and one of the ACC's top defenses. 


5. BILL LYNCH, INDIANA 

Before: 5-7 (3-5) After: 7-6 (3-5) 

Filling in for the beloved Terry Hoeppner, Lynch led the Hoosiers to 
a bowl game for the first time since 1993. He was given the job on a 
full-time basis in late November. 


6. MARK DANTONIO, MICHIGAN STATE 

Before: 4-8 (1-7) After: 7—6 (3-5) 

He might not be flashy, but Dantonio had the Spartans out of the Big 
Ten cellar and back in a bowl game after a three-year drought — the 
longest in East Lansing since the early 1980s. 


7. TODD GRAHAM, TULSA 

Before: 8-5 (5-3) After: 10—4 (6-2) 

After a wildly successful one-year stint at Rice, Graham guided the 
Golden Hurricane to the C-USA West title thanks in large part to 
the nation’s top-ranked offense. 


8. NICK SABAN, ALABAMA 
Before: 6-7 (2-6) After: 7—6 (4—4) 


nation’s top recruiting class in February. 


9. JIM HARBAUGH, STANFORD 
Before: 1-11 (1-8) After: 4-8 (3-6) 

The feisty former NFL quarterback injected some enthusiasm into 
the Stanford program. The Cardinal’s 24—23 win at No. 1 USC will 
go down as one of the biggest upsets in the history of college football. 
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He might not be the most respected coach in the business, but Erickson 
did what he does at every stop — win a bunch of games. Arizona State's 


The Tide imploded down the stretch — losing their final four regu- 
lar-season games — but they did win two more league games under 
Saban’s watch. It also must be noted that Saban signed arguably the 


10. BUTCH JONES, 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Before: 10-4 (7-1) After: 8-6 (6-1) 
Jones inherited a conference cham- 
pionship, and he won a conference 
championship. The former West 
Virginia assistant interviewed with 
the Mountaineers in late December 
but signed a new deal with CMU in 
January. 


11. DEREK DOOLEY, 
LOUISIANA TECH 
Before: 3-10 (1-7) After: 5-7 (4-4) 
Very quietly, Vince Dooley’s son 
did a solid job in Ruston. The Bull- 
dogs increased their league wins 
from one to four and finished in a 
three-way tie for fourth place in the WAC. Dooley is now his own 
boss, after becoming Tech’s athletic director in the offseason. 


12. TOM O’BRIEN, NORTH CAROLINA STATE 

Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 5—7 (3-5) 

O’Brien accomplished exactly what he was hired to do — restore some 
discipline to the North Carolina State program. Now, it’s time to bring 
the Pack back to a bowl game. 


13. BUTCH DAVIS, NORTH CAROLINA 

Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 4-8 (3-5) 

The Tar Heels lost six games by seven points or less and four games by 
three points or less. If Davis continues his strong recruiting, North 
Carolina should continue its climb up the ACC standings. 


14. GENE CHIZIK, IOWA STATE 

Before: 4—8 (1-7) After: 3-9 (2-6) 

It was a rough start for Chizik — with season-opening losses to Kent 
State and Northern Iowa at home — but the Clones beat rival Iowa 
and won two of their final three Big 
12 games. 


15. BOB TOLEDO, [TULANE 

Before: 4—8 (2-6) After: 4-8 (3-5) 
Toledo inherited a very difficult sit- 
uation and managed to keep the 
Green Wave competitive in Confer- 
ence USA. His tailback, Matt Forté, 


ranked second in the nation in rush- 


ing. 


16. MARIO CRISTOBAL, 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
Before: 0-12 (0-7) After: 1-11 (1-6) 
The Golden Panthers snapped their 
23-game losing streak with a season- 
ending 38-19 win over North Texas. 
Cristobal has plenty of work to do 
in his hometown. 
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Erickson: Stephen Brashear; Saban: Tim Clark/Athion Sports; Shannon: Larry Kinker; Kraghtorpe, Robinson: Joe Robbins 


17. TODD DODGE, NORTH TEXAS 

Before: 3-9 (2-5) After: 2-10 (1-6) 

North Texas improved its offensive output by 176 yards per game under the 
former high school coaching legend, but the Mean Green went 2-10 and 
tied for last in the Sun Belt. 


18. STAN BROCK, ARMY 
Before: 3-9 After: 3-9 
The Black Knights regressed on defense and lost six games by 20 points or 


more. This once-proud program continues to struggle. 


Before: 7—6 (3-5) After: 5-7 (2-6) 
Thanks to a banner 2008 recruiting 
class, things are looking up in Coral 
Gables, but you can’t ignore the fact 
that the Canes lost six of their final 
seven games, including a disturbing 
48-0 Orange Bowl-closing loss to a 
mediocre Virginia team. 


20. NEIL CALLAWAY, UAB 
Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 2-10 (1-7) 
The Blazers ranked in the 100s in total 
offense and total defense and averaged 
16,706 fans (102nd in the nation) in 
72,000-seat Legion Field. 


21. ROBB AKEY, |DAHO 

Before: 4-8 (3-5) After: 1-11 (0-8) 

Cleaning up Dennis Erickson’s mess isn’t always easy, but the Vandals man- 
aged to win only one game, over Division I-AA Cal Poly. 


22. DAVID BAILIFF, RICE 
Before: 7—6 (6-2) After: 3-9 (3-5) 


The Owls won half as many league games under Bailiff, the former head 


coach at Division I-AA Texas State. They opened the season with a loss to 
Nicholls State. 


Before: 12-1 (6-1) After: 6-6 (3-4) 


No team was a bigger disappoint- 


ment than Louisville. The Cards’ win 
total plummeted from 12 in 2006 to Ky 


six in ’07, and they suffered through 
/ 


since 1997. 


24. TIM BREWSTER, 
MINNESOTA 
Before: 6—7 (3-5) After: 1-11 (0-8) 


Brewster talks a good game, and he has 


their first losing conference season 
A f weal 


done a good job on the recruiting trail, 
but the results in year one were disas- 
trous. The Gophers ranked last in the nation in total defense en route to 
their first winless Big Ten season since 1988. 
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TY WILLINGHAM, WASHINGTO 

Washington decided to bring ingham back after the 
Huskies limped through a difficult schedule. But this s 
son's schedule includes non-conference games against I ; 
Oklahoma and Notre Dame, which could make achieving 
a .500 record unlikely, 


GREG ROBINSON, SYRACUSE 

Yes, Robinson (below) is still with the Orange. Robinson 
has won two Big East games since he took over the Orange 
in 2005. Syracuse once used to beat up on Rutgers; now 
the Orange have become the league punchline. 


KIRK FERENT 

Beginning in 2 rentz won at least 10 games for 

three consecutive years. But lowa has not won more than 

ames in any of the past three seasons. The schedule 

rable because Iowa plays Wisconsin at home and 

avoids Michigan and Ohio State. And the offense has to 
improve, right? 


RON PRINCE, KANS ATE 


The Wildcats imploded down the stretch last season, los- 
ing their final four games (including a 73-31 debacle at 
Nebraska) en route to a 5—7 overall record. Prince might be 
looking for a quick fix in Manhattan — his latest recruit- 
ing class featured 19 junior college transfers. 


MIKE STOOPS, O! 


A 17-29 record in four seasons, without one winning 


season, is not likely to engender tremendous support from 
most fan bases. The heat is on in Tucson. 
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SF has done a pretty 
good job shutting 
Moun- 


down the 
taineer quarterback 
and his spread-of- 
fense buddies. The 
Bulls have beaten WVU two years straight 
and have allowed a combined 32 points in the 
process. Imagine that — the scourge of the 
Big East limited to fewer than 20 points by 
the same team in back-to-back games. No 
wonder Burnham was such a popular guy 
during March and April. Consider him the 
coaching equivalent of Sefior Frog’s in Can- 
cun. Everybody wanted to spend their spring 
break with him. His success in stopping the 
West Virginia spread has lured inquiring 
minds in search of ideas on how to control 
their opponents that run the thing. Not that 
Burnham is holding court, largely because he 
doesn’t consider himself that brilliant. “That 
‘guru’ bird doesn’t stay on your shoulder that 
long,” he says. Yeah, everything is cyclical, but 
there’s another reason for Burnham's modesty. 

“We borrowed everything we use,” he says. 

No defensive coach in the country could 


> 
es. But When it comes to M 
Storecruitand 


blame Burnham for his ideological larceny, be- 
cause they're all looking for ways to deal with 
the spread themselves. What was once a cu- 
riosity has mushroomed over the past five years 
into a prevailing wisdom in offensive football 
throughout the country. It’s hard to find teams 
that don’t incorporate at least some spread 
principles into their attack. Others are full- 
blown spread disciples who aim to compro- 
mise their defensive opponents by creating and 
then winning one-on-one matchups in open 
areas from sideline to sideline. As a result, any 
coach who has some success against the attack 
is pretty popular. And until someone solves the 
spread, as folks did with the wishbone, veer, 
run-n-shoot and other offenses that were fash- 
ionable at one time or another, defensive 
coaches will continue to look for new ideas. 

“It changes every day,” 
“The offensive coaches are doing a great job of 
changing blocking assignments, so that you're 
trying to figure out who has the running back 
and who has the quarterback.” 

Ir’s tough, all right. But it’s not impossible. 
Burnham and his pals have devised some 


Burnham says. 


strategies to control — and sometimes stop 


— the spread. As you might imagine, they 
aren't so forthcoming with the particulars, 
since football coaches guard their secrets as 
closely as high-ranking government officials 
protect the nuclear aneh codes. They did, 
however, share some principles and ideas. 


The Target Because there are so many dif- 
ferent variations of the spread offense, it’s hard 
to classify one, generic version of the thing. 
Texas Tech arrays its skill players from Lub- 
bock to Amarillo and then passes the ball 60 
times per game. Under Rich Rodriguez, West 
Virginia was primarily a running team from 
the attack. Kansas was balanced in the offense, 
running only 36 more times than it threw in 
988 plays last year. No matter how teams use 
it, the goal remains the same. 

“They're trying to get (defenses) to play in 
space,” Purdue defensive coordinator Brock 
Spack says. “They're creating matchups and 
trying to find a winner out there.” 

A key staple of the spread, especially for 
those who use it primarily to run, is the zone 
read play. Just about everything a team can do 
offensively has the capacity to sprout from it. 
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It can work as a simple handoff or as a fake 
that triggers a quarterback run. It’s the pre- 
cursor to an option pitch or play-action be- 


fore a pass. Consider it the spread’s pair of 


khaki pants, infinite in its versatility. And a 
real pain to defenses. The play looks pretty 
simple in its basic form. The running back 
sets up next to the quarterback, who is in the 
shotgun. At the snap, he crosses in front of the 
quarterback, who reads the defensive end 
from the side on which the back has aligned 
himself. On a basic read, if the end comes up- 
field, the quarterback keeps the ball and heads 
around the corner. If the end stays put, the 
quarterback hands it off. If you think it 
sounds familiar, you're right. 

“It gets back to old option football,” says 
Iowa defensive coordinator Norm Parker, who 
has been around enough (40 years in the col- 
lege game) to know. “There aren't that many 
new plays.” 

Parker is correct that the spread isn’t too 
revolutionary. What it does, however, is force 
the defense to play 11-on-11 football, thanks 
to the full involvement of the quarterback. “In 
a generic offense, you don’t have to worry 
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about the quarterback,” UCLA defensive co- 
ordinator DeWayne Walker says. Instead of 
handing off and carrying out his fakes, the 
QB can now run wide, hit it up the middle 
or throw, all out of the same formation and 
(often) the same look. Unlike the old option 
offenses, the spread operates from sideline-to- 
sideline, rather than bunched together. And 
unlike the wishbone or veer, the QB is often 
a potent throwing weapon. Just ask teams that 
tried to defend Florida and Tim Tebow last 
year. “When an offense has a guy who can 
throw and run, you've got something going 
on,” Texas defensive backs coach Duane 
Akina says. “Offenses are trying to work to- 
ward that hybrid.” And when a team finds 
that player? “You have Superman,” Parker 
says. Or Dennis Dixon of Oregon. 

Even the linemen in the spread are different 
from the usual big fellas. You don’t find too 
many 6'7", 330-pounders in that offense, be- 
cause they must move quickly and hold their 
blocks a little longer in the zone play. “They're 
more athletic,” East Carolina defensive coor- 
dinator Greg Hudson says. “It’s like they're 
playing with five centers and guards.” 


by Michael Bradley 


As they search for the right personnel, of- 
fensive coaches continue to feed the monster. 
Each year new plays are added. Blocking 
schemes evolve. Tempos are varied. Wrinkles 
emerge. Although Ole Miss defensive coordi- 
nator Tyrone Nix predicts, “I would assume 
everybody will catch up with the spread,” it 
hasn't happened yet. Because of the many hy- 
brids of the thing, it is difficult to find a set 
method of stopping it. The wishbone died 
when Miami introduced speed at every de- 
fensive position and prevented Oklahoma 
backs from shaking loose on the option pitch. 
Since no one has found that default solution, 
the chase continues. 


Stay the Course There may be a thousand 
tactics that can be employed to control the 
spread, but there is an overriding principle. “If 
you change your basic defensive philosophy, 
you will make mistakes and play slower,” Hud- 
son says. “You need to eliminate missed as- 
signments and play as fast as you can.” 
Hudson's peers agree with his assessment. 
“When you make radical changes, guys don't 
know what they're doing,” Parker says. Teams 


that try to put in a special “spread package” for 
one or two opponents a season will end up 
struggling, if not getting embarrassed. Asking 
players to work within one set of precepts for 
months and then switch to something com- 
pletely different often invites disaster. Not that 
playing a passive defense is the answer. Teams 
must play to their strengths and be aggressive. 

“You have to figure out how you match 
up,” Purdue’s Spack says. “Do you want to 
play the whole game in a nickel package? Do 
you want to go with five defensive backs and 
four down linemen? Or four linemen and 
three linebackers? You have to make your de- 
cisions based on your personnel.” 

Once teams make those choices, it’s up to 
the players to execute. They must be disci- 
plined in carrying out their assignments even 
more so than in regular defensive situations. 


FORMER OREGON GB DENNIS DIXON 


One mistake can lead to a big-play disaster. So, 
Mr. Linebacker, if you have the quarterback, 
stay with the quarterback, even if the running 
back looks like he’s going around the end all 
alone. “It’s about all 11 guys understanding 
they have to do their particular assignment 
and trust their teammates,” Nix says. 

Once everybody understands that, the de- 
fense can take over the game. Spread teams 
want to dictate tempo. They want to manip- 
ulate formations to create advantages. They're 
looking to force the defense to adapt to them, 
sure death for any team trying to stop the 
spread. So, defenses have to attack. “You have 
to dictate to them,” Walker says. “You have to 
bait them. If you take X away, they'll do Y. 
You need someone there to stop that.” 


Middle Earth Even though spread offenses 
want to engage the whole field, the battle for 
control of the game begins in the middle of 
the line. The A gaps — the areas between the 
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center and the guards — are vital to any de- 
fense's ability to succeed. “We're going to stop 
those gaps,” Hudson promises. 

Nix agrees. “You're only as good as how you 
are against the A and B gaps (between the 
guards and tackles),” he says. “You'd rather 
them beat you outside.” 

Most teams still prefer their tackles to be of 
the Hungry Man variety. But quickness is 
now as important as bulk. Because many 
spread teams work quickly, it’s hard for de- 
fenses to use multiple packages and substitute 
liberally. That means the guys inside had bet- 
ter be more than drainplugs — and devote 
some time to conditioning. “If you're going 
to leave those guys on the field to take care of 
the run, they had better be able to move,” 
Walker says. 

The spread may be like the wishbone, but it 


“When an offense has a 
guy who can throw and 
run, you've got something 
going on. Offenses are 
trying to work toward that 
hybrid. And when a team 
finds that player? 

You have Superman.” 


— Texas defensive backs 
coach Duane Akina 


doesn’t have a fullback dive option from inside 
a tight formation, so many might wonder why 
there is a need for interior strength. One rea- 
son is to keep blockers away from the line- 
backers and ends, the ones heading toward the 
sidelines to stop the QB or pitch man. But the 
spread does employ a mid-line maneuver off 
the zone read. Sometimes, instead of heading 
outside after faking to the back, the quarter- 
back will cut up inside. The thinking is that if 
a backer sees that zone read action and heads 
wide to cut things off, there will be an exposed 
seam. This goes back to assignment football, 
but it also requires a hefty presence in the mid- 
dle to shuck the blocking back and stop the 
QB from shaking loose up the middle. 

“Most offensive plays are based on what 
front a defense presents,” BYU head coach 
Bronco Mendenhall says. “If you have the 
center covered, and the offense has to use a 
guard as well to block a defensive tackle, you 
have gained a one-man advantage.” 

In addition to making the right personnel 
decisions, coordinators need to keep their of- 
fensive counterparts guessing up front. De- 
ploying linemen the same way every time is 
asking for an afternoon of jailbreaks, because 
a quarterback will become comfortable and 


be able to make audible calls and reads that 
lead to big plays. A package of stunts, slants, 
twists and shades is necessary to prevent of- 
fenses from becoming too comfortable with 
their reads. “You have to be crafty with your 
stunts,” Spack says. 


Livin’ On The Edge Since defensive coor- 
dinators insist they would rather deal with the 
spread on the perimeter, they must have peo- 
ple out there capable of making plays. 
Quicker, leaner players become a necessity, in 
order to track down runners and defend the 


pass, all in open space. Iowa’s Parker jokes that 
“what you really want is a 240-pounder who's 
mobile,” but those can’t be found too readily 
— except on Sundays. So, teams look to hy- 
brids. “We're getting away from the tradi- 
tional, 240-pound linebackers,” Akina says, 


FLORIDA QB TIM TEBOW 


who worries that the bigger LBs aren’t as fast. 
“You're not seeing teams line up in the I for- 
mation and run ‘iso’ at you. Even the Big Ten 
is getting into spread offenses now.” 

The thinking is pretty straightforward. 
Since offenses are trying to be quick with no- 
huddle schemes, option plays designed to 
work toward the sideline and quick-hitting 
passes that emphasize the ability to break a 
tackle in one-on-one situations, defenders 
have to be more versatile and agile. Ends and 
linebackers even find themselves in pass-cov- 
erage roles. And they haye to stay on the field 
for all three downs, because hurry-up offenses 
dont allow for substitutions. They're trying to 
tire out the defenders, who have to respond 
by working more on conditioning then ever 
before. Still, coordinators want to make some 
personnel changes. “Sometimes, the only way 
to substitute is for one of your players to do 
the dead-man flop,” Hudson says, and he’s 
not joking. 
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Dixon: Sol Neelman; Tebow: Bruce Schwartzman 


STRONG ENOUGH TO PROTEC 
THE WORLD’S WETTEST DECK 


AND YOURS. 


Cave of the Winds decks at Niagara Falls, USA. 


> 
Tho PSONS Millions of gallons of water drench the decks at Niagara Falls each year. That’s why they use 
; Thompson's’ WaterSeal” products —the most powerful protection against water damage, guaranteed”= 

WaterSeal to protect the Cave of the Winds decks at Niagara Falls, including the famous Hurricane Deck. 
Thompson’s’ WaterSeal’ wood protectors and stains contain special inhibitors that protect against 
mildew and fading, so your deck looks beautiful for years to-come. Trust the Thompson’s’ WaterSeal 
brand for superior, long-lasting protection from the 
elements...no matter how extreme. 
Learn more about how you can 
protect your deck from water 
damage at thompsonswaterseal.com. 
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Kickoff your 
next barbecue. 


South Florida looks for lighter, more mobile players, even along the defensive front. 
But that can backfire. Although the Bulls have beaten West Virginia the past two 
years, they have lost twice to Rutgers, primarily because the Scarlet Knights over- 
whelmed USF with power football. So, defenses don’t want track stars. Players must 
move, but they have to hit, too. And their main target is the quarterback. Hitting the 
man under center has always been a part of football, but controlling the spread, which 
makes the QB a runner and a passer, is based partly on wearing down the man with 
the ball in his hands. West Virginia's title hopes were derailed last year when White 
was injured early in the season-ending loss to Pittsburgh. And once Dixon tore his 
ACL, Oregon's run was finished. The Ducks even went to a more conventional at- 
tack in their bowl win over South Florida. According to Hudson, teams are “picking 
their poison” by converting quarterbacks into runners, because they are making them 
more vulnerable to hits than usual. Defensive coaches like that. 

“We don’t try to do anything outside of the rules,” Mendenhall says. “But what we 
do emphasize is that when we have a chance, we make the most of it. That gives us 
the best chance to win.” 


“You need to eliminate missed 
assignments and play 
as fast as you can.” 


— East Carolina defensive coordinator Greg Hudson 


No Passing Zone When Heisman voters considered Tebow’s candidacy last year, 
they looked past his relative youth and concentrated instead on one remarkable sta- 
tistic: The sophomore QB had accounted for 70.4 percent (895 rushing yards, 3,286 
passing yards) of the team’s total offense. Hello, Mr. Stiff Arm. 

Since dual-threats as good as Tebow are rare commodities, defenses don’t have to 
worry too much about controlling a full-fledged spread ground attack and over- 
whelming aerial assault. Because pure running quarterbacks are not often adept at op- 
erating a sophisticated passing scheme, teams that face them don't have to prepare 
complicated coverage schemes. 

Texas Tech's Graham Harrell, however, is a different story. The senior threw for 
5,705 yards and 48 touchdowns last year, and the Red Raiders averaged 58.7 passes 
per game. Not only does Tech stress teams with constant four- and five-receiver sets, 
but their linemen also take huge splits, further opening up defenses. “The philoso- 
phy behind the offense is to spread the field and attack where you have the leverage,” 
Harrell says. “You don’t worry about coverage ... you go where they're not.” 

When faced with attacks like that, Mendenhall preaches patience. He doesn’t worry 
about yards gained between the 35-yard lines. And he’s not always upset about com- 
pletions on first or second downs. When it’s 3rd-and-long, however, look out. “We 
want to be more creative in those positions,” he says. But many of Mendenhall’s peers 
aren't so generous. They preach pressure. “You have to mix in pressure packages and 
get to the quarterback,” Hudson says. Walker agrees. UCLA had trouble with Utah’s 
and Arizona's spread attacks in losses last year. “We should have pressured them more 
rather than just playing coverage,” Walker says. “I talked with (Steelers’ defensive co- 
ordinator) Dick LeBeau, and he said the more teams open you up, the more you 
need to pressure them and get the ball out of their hands quickly.” 

Different coverage schemes are important, too. When he was at New Mexico as de- 
fensive coordinator, Mendenhall spread five defensive backs across the field against 
Utah and other spread teams. The goal was to provide a vanilla look that prevented 
quarterbacks from making pre-snap adjustments and good reads after it. Akina uses 
the free safety as “bonus player,” asking him to read the offensive players. If the line- 
men stand up to pass block, he heads deep to cover the pass. If it’s a run, he has to 
close quickly. The risk, of course, is an incorrect read. 

In the end, it’s about preparation. Teams must practice against the spread, although 
within the framework of their everyday schemes. They must be disciplined and tackle 
surely in the open field. They must be versatile and try to dictate tempo. Even with 
all of that, coaches still need some help. So, they go see Burnham. This year, however, 
he'll be on the road, too. “We play Kansas, and they're a good spread offensive foot- 
ball team,” Burnham says. “I’ve got to go visit some people and get some tape. We've 
gotta have some kind of idea what they’re doing.” Or there could be trouble. 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ATHLON SPORTS’... 


TOP 40 


1. KYLE WRIGHT as « DANVILLE, CA » MIAMI 


Expected to be the next great quarterback at Miami, but his career has 
to be considered a big disappointment. Went 18-11 as a starter, in- 
cluding a 4-4 mark as a senior in 2007, when Miami struggled through 
a 5-7 record. Ranks No. 7 on the Hurricanes’ all-time passing yardage 
list with 5,835 yards and No. 5 on the completion percentage list at 59.0. 
Ended his career with 38 touchdowns and 31 interceptions. Best season 
was as a sophomore in 2005, when he earned honorable mention All- 
ACC honors after ranking second in the ACC in passing efficiency and 
first in touchdown passes (18). 


2. ERNIE SIMS 15 « TALLAHASSEE, FL FLORIDA STATE 
Started his final 24 games at Florida State and was named second-team All- a 

ACC as a sophomore in 2004 and honorable mention as a junior in ’05. 

Despite being overlooked by the league as a junior, he was named one of 10 semifinalists for 
the Butkus Award in 2005. Finished his career with 200 tackles, 7.0 sacks and 21 tackles for 
a loss. Declared for the draft after his junior season and was selected by the Detroit 
Lions with the No. 9 overall pick. 


3. REGGIE BUSH kb SPRING VALLEY, CA ¢ USC 


Ended his three-year career at USC as one of the most decorated college football play- 
ers of all time. Won the Heisman Trophy as a junior in 2005 after leading the nation 
with 2,890 all-purpose yards (a Pac-10 record), including 1,740 yards rushing (on a 
Pac-10 record 8.7-yard average) and 16 touchdowns. Ended his career ranked No. 7 on 
the Trojans’ all-time rushing list with 3,169 yards; his 7.32 yards-per-carry average is a 
yard-and-a-half better than any of the other top 30 career rushing leaders at USC. Left 
school with a year of eligibility remaining and was drafted by New Orleans with the No. 
2 overall pick. 


4. TONY HILLS JR. te + Houston, 1X « TEXAS 


Suffered a serious knee injury as a senior in high school; did not enroll at Texas until the 
spring of 2004. Switched to the offensive line after arriving in Austin. Played in 18 games 
over his first two seasons before earning a starting spot as a junior in 2006. Started the 
first 10 games of the 2007 season but broke his left leg against Texas Tech, sidelining him for the regular- 
season finale against Texas A&M and the bowl game. Named first team All-Big 12 in 2007. Selected by Pitts- 
burgh in the fourth round of the 2008 draft. 


5. JAMARCUS RUSSELL 8 « MOBILE, AL LSU 

Guided LSU to a 25-4 record in his 29 career starts in Baton Rouge. Named first-team All-SEC as a . 
fourth-year junior in 2006, when he led the Tigers to an SEC title and a Sugar Bow! win over Notre Dame. | 
Set a school single-season record by completing 67.8 percent of his passes in '06, and tied a single-season record by throwing 28 touch- 

down passes. Ended his career third on the Tigers’ all-time passing list with 6,625 yards. Was selected by Oakland with the top pick in the 2007 
Draft, joining the legendary Billy Cannon as the only LSU Tigers ever to be taken No. 1 overall. 


Wright: Allen Kee;Sims, Russell: Tim Clark/Athion 


Sports;Bush: Peter Brouillet; Hills:Texas SIO 
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6. WHITNEY LEWIS 

WR @ OXNARD, CA e USC 

Did not catch a pass in his two seasons with the Trojans. Lettered in 
2003 as a true freshman, sat out the ’04 season after being ruled aca- 
demically ineligible and returned in ’05 as a reserve receiver. Trans- 
ferred to Division I-AA power Northern Iowa, where he played 
running back in 2006 (two starts, 360 yards rushing) and receiver in 
07 (26 receptions for 218 yards). 


7. PRESCOTT BURGESS 

DB e WARREN, OH e MICHIGAN 

Enjoyed a solid four-year career with the Wolverines — who moved 
him to linebacker — but never earned first- or second-team All-Big 
Ten honors. Two-year starter ended his career with 171 tackles and four 
sacks. Selected by Baltimore in the sixth round of the 2007 NFL Draft. 


8. NATE ROBINSON 

DL ¢ IRVINGTON, NJ ¢ MIAMI 

After failing to meet entrance requirements at Miami, Robinson signed 
with Rutgers. He was limited to six games as a true freshman due to a 
knee injury. Played in eight of 11 games as a reserve in 2004 but was 
kicked off the team in the spring for a violation of team rules. Trans- 
ferred to Akron. After playing in 11 games as a reserve in 2006, he 
started six games for the Zips as a senior in 2007, recording 26 tack- 
les, including two sacks. 


9. LAMARR WOODLEY 
LB ¢ SAGINAW, Mi © MICHIGAN 

Recruited as a linebacker and transitioned into a hybrid defensive 
end/outside linebacker. Capped off his career with an outstanding sen- 
ior season in 2006, earning Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year hon- 
ors and being named as the Lombardi Award winner. Tied a 
single-season school record with 12 sacks as a senior, and his 24 career 
sacks are tied for third on the Wolverines’ all-time list. Holds the 
school record with 10 career forced fumbles. Selected by the Steelers 
in the second round of the 2007 draft as an outside linebacker in their 
3-4 defensive alignment. 


10. ANTONIO CROMARTIE 

DB @ TALLAHASSEE, FL ¢ FLORIDA STATE 

Only played two seasons at Florida State but made a significant impact 
as a big-play cornerback. Earned first-team All-ACC honors as a soph- 
omore in 2004, but his career at FSU ended in July 2005 when he 
tore the ACL in his left knee during involuntary workouts on campus. 
He sat out the entire 2005 season (while still enrolled at FSU), then 
declared early for the NFL Draft. He was selected by San Diego with 
the No. 19 pick in the first round. 


11. ANDRE CALDWELL 
WR ¢ TAMPA, FL ® FLORIDA 

Finished his career as the Gators’ all-time leader 
in receptions with 185 — for 2,349 yards and 
16 touchdowns — but never made first- or sec- 
ond-team All-SEC. Was granted a medical red- 
shirt in 2005 (his true junior season) after 
breaking his leg on a special teams play in 
Week 3. Came back to catch 113 passes for 
1,338 yards and 13 touchdowns over his final 
two seasons. Played a key role for 2006 na- 
tional champions. Selected by Cincinnati in 


the third round of the 2008 draft. 


12. ERIC YOUNG 

OL ¢ UNION, SC ¢ TENNESSEE 

‘Two-year starter spent his junior season as the right tackle before switch- 
ing over to left tackle as a fifth-year senior in 2007. Started the first eight 
games in ’07 before suffering a season-ending injury to his left quad mus- 
cle. Named second-team All-SEC by the Associated Press as a senior de- 
spite missing six games. Was not selected in the 2008 draft. 


13. MIKE JONES 
OL ° OAK LAWN, IL ° IOWA 
Three-year starter spent time at left guard and both tackle spots. 
Earned honorable mention All-Big Ten honors as a sophomore and 
first-team honors as a senior. Started at three different spots on the 
line in 2005 — two games at left tackle, two at right tackle and eight 
at left guard. Was not selected in the 2007 draft. 
Signed a futures contract with the Chicago Bears in 
December 2007. 


14. JORRIE ADAMS 
OL © JASPER, TX ¢ TEXAS A&M 
Switched to tight end upon his arrival to Texas 
A&M. Sat out the 2003 season as a redshirt, 
then moved across the line to defensive tackle 
in the spring of 2004. Played in every game in 
04 as a redshirt freshman, recording 22 tack- 
les. Was dismissed from the team in June 2005 
for a violation of team rules. Sat out two full 
years before enrolling — as a sophomore — 
at Division II Angelo State in August 2007. 
Played on the offensive line for the Rams 
and earned honorable mention honors from 
the Lone Star Conference South Division. 
Still has two years of eligibility remaining. 


15. DONTE WHITNER 
DB ¢ CLEVELAND, OH © OHIO STATE 
‘Two-year starter at safety emerged as one 
of the elite defensive backs in the nation 
as a junior. One of eight Buckeyes to 
earn first-team All-Big Ten honors in 2005 and 
one of three to be named first-team All-American. Declared for the 
draft after his junior season and was selected by Buffalo with the eighth 
pick in the first round. Earned first-team All-America honors in 2005. 


16. LAWRENCE “MOE” DAMPEER 

DL © DECATUR, IL ® OKLAHOMA 

Sat out the 2003 season as a redshirt and lettered during the 04 cam- 

paign as a reserve defensive tackle. Transferred to Joliet 

(IIL) Junior College in 2005 but broke his foot 

after playing in only one game. Promptly 
dropped out of school and returned home to 
Decatur, He attended Division II Lane College 
in the spring 2008 semester, hoping to become 

eligible for the fall. If he is successful, he will 

| have two years of eligibility at Lane. 
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17. GREG OLSEN 

TE ¢ WAYNE, NJ e NOTRE DAME 
Signed with Notre Dame to play with 
his older brother Christian, a quarter- 
back. Both Olsens, however, left the team 
one day before classes began in the fall of 
2003. Since Greg never enrolled, he was 
eligible to play immediately at another Di- 
vision I-A school. He picked Miami but 

still sat out the ’03 season as a redshirt, due in part to a shoulder injury. 
(Christian transferred to Virginia, spending most of his three years in 
Charlottesville as a reserve). Greg started 12 games in each of his final two 
seasons at Miami, earning first-team All-ACC honors as a junior in 2006. 
In three seasons, he caught 87 passes for 1,215 yards and six touchdowns. 
Left school with one year of eligibility remaining and was selected by 
Chicago with the 31st pick of the first round in the 2007 NFL Draft. 


18. EARL EVERETT 

LB © WEBSTER, FL © FLORIDA 

Played his way into the rotation as a true freshman in 2003. Started 
42 games in his career, including 36 over his final three seasons. Earned 
second-team All-SEC honors by the coaches in 2004 and first-team 
honors in 2006. Finished his career with 271 tackles, including 85 
during his senior season when the Gators won the national champi- 
onship. Signed with Cincinnati as an undrafted free agent. Currently 
on the Falcons’ practice squad. 


19. CHRIS LEAK 

QB ¢ CHARLOTTE, NC ¢ FLORIDA 
Emerged as the starter in Week 5 of his 
freshman season and went on to start the 
final 47 games of his career. Was named 
SEC Freshman of the Year in 2003 and 
earned second-team All-SEC in honors 
as a sophomore, junior and senior. Holds 
school records for career attempts 
(1,458), career completions (895) and 
career yardage (11,213). Capped off his 
career by leading the Gators to the 
2006 National Championship. Signed 

a free agent contract with the Chicago 
Bears in April 2007 but failed to “i 
make the team. In November 2007, i 
Leak signed with ‘Team Florida of the new, six-team 

All American Football League, which was scheduled to begin play in the 
spring of 2009. 


20. OFA MOHETAU 

OL ¢ EULESS, TX ¢ BYU 

Started eight games as a true freshman at BYU in 2003 but sat out the 
2004 season as a medical redshirt. Transferred to the College of the Se- 
quoias in January 2005 and played one season for the Giants. Was highly 
recruited coming out of junior college and signed with Texas Tech in 
February 2006. Started two games for the Red Raiders as a junior in 06 
but left the team prior to the Insight Bowl. Did not play football in 2007. 


21. TARELL BROWN 

DB e MESQUITE, TX ® TEXAS 

Started three seasons at cornerback but failed to earn any postseason 
honors from the Big 12 (not even honorable mention). Recorded a 
career-high 10 tackles with two pass breakups in the Horns’ 41-38 
win over USC in the 2005 national title game. Made headlines early 
in his senior season when he was suspended for Texas’ epic showdown 
with Ohio State in Austin after facing misdemeanor drug and weapons 
charges. Selected in the fifth round of the 2007 draft by Buffalo. 


22. WESLEY JEFFERSON 

LB e CLINTON, MD » MARYLAND 

Served as a key reserve in 2004 as a redshirt freshman and ’05 as a 
sophomore before moving into the starting lineup as a fourth-year 
junior. Recorded 110 tackles and a team- 

high 10 for a loss while starting 13 games 
in 2006. Was expected to be a corner- 
stone of the Maryland defense in 2007 
but decided not to return for his fifth sea- 
son so he could pursue a career in law en- 
forcement. 


23. CHAD JACKSON 
WR @ HOOVER, AL © FLORIDA 
Started 14 games during his three years 
at Florida. During his final season in 
Gainesville, in 2005, he caught 88 
passes for 900 yards and nine touch- 
downs, earning first-team All-SEC 
honors by the AP and second-team honors 
from the league’s coaches. Was also a semifinalist for the Biletnikoff 
Award in 2005. Final numbers at Florida: 120 catches for 1,586 yards 
and 16 TDs. Left school with a season of eligibility remaining and was 
selected in the second round by the Patriots. 


24. KREGG LUMPKIN 

RB © LITHONIA, GA e GEORGIA 

Battled injuries throughout much of his five years in Athens. Emerged 
as a key part of the Dawgs’ offense as a true freshman, rushing for 523 
yards on 112 carries in 2003. Missed the ’04 campaign after tearing 
his ACL in preseason camp. Returned to rush for 335 yards as a soph- 

omore in 2005 and a team-high 798 yards as a junior. Had carries in 

only four games as a senior due to a thumb and knee injury. Finished 

his career with 1,700 yards rushing. 


25. MICHAEL BUSH 

QB ¢ LOUISVILLE, KY © LOUISVILLE 

Switched to running back upon his arrival at Louisville. Played a key 
role in the Cardinals’ emergence as a national power under then- 
coach Bobby Petrino. In his one season as the primary ball-carrier, 
the 6'3", 247-pound tailback powered his way a Big East-best 1,143 
yards and a school single-season record 23 rushing touchdowns. He 
earned first-team All-Big East honors as a junior and was mentioned 
on several preseason All-America teams heading into his senior sea- 
son. In the 2006 opener, he rushed for 128 yards and three touch- 
downs in a 59-28 win over rival Kentucky. But he also suffered a 
broken right tibia against the Wildcats in what ended up being the 
final game of his collegiate career. Bush could have returned to 
Louisville for a fifth year but opted to enter the NFL Draft despite 
having played only one game in 2006. He was picked by the Raiders 
in the fourth round. 


26. BRANDON OWENS 

DB e DELRAY BEACH, FL * MINNESOTA 

After spending his first two seasons as a reserve, Owens broke into the 
starting lineup at strong safety as a junior in 2005. He recorded 27 
tackles through the first four-plus games before sustaining a career- 
ending neck and shoulder injury against Penn State. 


27. DEMETRICE WEBB 

DB ¢ JACKSONVILLE, FL © FLORIDA 

‘Two-year starter was named first-team All-SEC by the AP and second- 
team by the league’s coaches in 2005 as a junior. Left school with one 
season of eligibility remaining and was selected by the Jacksonville Jaguars 
in the seventh round of the 2006 draft. 
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28. JORDY LIPSEY 

OL * LONGWOOD, FL * VIRGINIA 

After redshirting his first season in Charlottesville, Lipsey served as the 
No. 2 center in 2004 and ’05. Started two games in 2005, filling in for 
the injured Brian Barthelmes. Moved into the lineup for good as a 
fourth-year junior in 2006 and started the final 25 games of his career. 
Did not receive any all-conference mention either year as a starter. 


29. XAVIER LAWSON-KENNEDY 

DL e DUNCANVILLE, TX © OKLAHOMA STATE 

The banner recruit during Les Miles’ four-year stay in Stillwater, Law- 
son-Kennedy never lived up to the hype. He started a total of six games 
during his injury-plagued four years at O-State, all during his junior 
season, ‘Trimmed down from 380 to 320 pounds in the months fol- 
lowing his senior season in an effort to get in shape for the NFL Draft. 
Didn't work. Lawson-Kennedy went undrafted and failed to stick with 
a team as a free agent. 


30. ROBERT LANE 
QB e MONROE, LA @ OLE MISS 
Originally committed to LSU but switched his allegiance to Ole Miss 
after the Tigers secured a commitment from the higher-rated JaMar- 
cus Russell. Spent the majority of his first three years at Ole Miss as a 
backup quarterback before being moved to tight end on a permanent 
basis as a fourth-year junior in 2006. Prior to the move, he started one 
game at quarterback, a 24-14 loss to Wyoming in Oxford. Started 
eight games as a junior (four at tight end, two at fullback and two at 
H-Back) and caught 11 passes for 155 yards. Started 

11 of 12 games as a senior (all at tight end) and 
caught 19 passes for 149 yards. 


31. STEVE SMITH 

WR @ CANOGA PARK, CA « USC 

Enjoyed a highly successful four-year run at USC. 
Finished his career ranked fourth all-time in re- 
ceiving yards (3,019) and fifth in receptions (190) 
and touchdown catches (22). Earned first-team 
All-Pac-10 honors as a senior, when he led the 
team with 71 catches for 1,083 yards. USC went 
48-4 in his four years and won two national ti- 
tles, in 2003 (AP) and ’05 (AP, BCS). Selected 
by the New York Giants in the second round of 
the 2007 NFL Draft. 


32. ROBERT MEACHEM 
WR ® TULSA, OK © TENNESSEE 

Posted rather ordinary numbers until he broke our 
with a sensational 2006 season as a fourth-year jun- 
ior when he caught 71 passes and set a Tennessee sin- 
gle-season record with 1,298 yards receiving. He 
earned first-team All-SEC honors and third-team All- 
America honors from the Associated Press. Ended his 
career sixth all-time at Tennessee with 125 catches and 

fourth all-time with 2,140 yards (for a 17.1-yard average). Left Ten- 
nessee with one year of eligibility remaining and was drafted by the 
Saints in the first round. 


E 33. LAWRENCE JACKSON 

ge DL * INGLEWOOD, CA USC 

A Highly decorated four-year starter at defensive end was a two-time first- 
ge team All-Pac-10 pick (2005, ’07) and second-team AP All-American in 
wa 2007. Ended his career with 52 tackles for a loss, including 30.5 sacks. 
2 USC went 48-5 during his career with four Pac-10 titles and one na- 
™ tional title. Selected by Seattle in the first-round of the 2008 NFL Draft. 


34. JARVIS MOSS 

DL © DENTON, TX © FLORIDA 

Broke into the rotation as a sophomore in 2005 and finished fifth in 
the SEC with 7.5 sacks despite not starting a game. Started 13 games 
at end in 2006 for the national champion Gators, recording 56 tack- 
les, including 7.5 sacks. Did not receive any postseason accolades from 
the SEC. Left school with one year of eligibility remaining and was se- 
lected by Denver in the first round of the 2007 draft. 


35. PAUL OLIVER 

DB ¢ KENNESAW, GA @ GEORGIA 

Emerged as a full-time starter at cornerback as a fourth-year junior in 
2006, recording 57 tackles and intercepting three passes. Would have 
been one of the top corners in the SEC last fall but was declared aca- 
demically ineligible. Oliver entered the NFL Supplemental Draft and 
was taken in the fourth round by the Chargers. 


36. SEAN BAILEY 

WR ¢ ALPHARETTA, GA * GEORGIA 

Finished off a relatively disappointing career with a solid senior season 
in 2007, catching a team-high 39 passes for 615 yards and five touch- 
downs. Returned to action after missing the entire 2006 season with 
a knee injury. Ended his career with 75 catches for 1,269 yards and 12 
touchdowns in 46 games (25 starts). 


37. MARIO WILLIAMS 
DL © RICHLANDS, NC ¢ NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
Starter at end from the first game of his true freshman season, Seta sin- 
gle-season school record with 27.5 tackles for a loss and 14.5 
sacks in 2005. His sack total led the ACC and 
ranked fourth nationally. Earned first-team All-ACC 
honors in 2004 and 05, Declared for the NFL Draft 
after his junior season and became the first ACC 
player ever to be selected No. 1 overall when the Hous- 
ton Texans bypassed USC's Reggie Bush and Texas’ 
Vince Young (a Houston native) to take Williams. 


38. TURK MCBRIDE 
DL * CAMDEN, NJ # TENNESSEE 


Saw action at both defensive end and tackle during 
his four-year career. Started all 13 games as a senior in 
2006. Made two starts at end and 11 at tackle in 
2006 en route to earning first-team All-SEC honors 
from the Associated Press. Recorded 68 tackles, in- 
cluding 8.5 for a loss in 06. Selected in the second 
round of the 2006 NFL Draft by the Chiefs. 


39. TYRONE MOSS 
RB ¢ POMPANO BEACH, FL ¢ MIAMI 
Once-promising career was derailed by injuries. 
Emerged as the primary ball-carrier as a junior in 
2005 and rushed for 701 yards through seven-plus 
games before tearing his ACL in Week 8. Still earned first-team All- 
ACC honors despite playing only two-thirds of the season. His senior 
season was cut short by injuries and suspensions, and he rushed for only 
285 yards on 66 carries in eight games. Had a look with the Browns as 
an undrafted free agent but was cut in May 2007. 


40. TONY CADE 

DB ¢ LEWISVILLE, TX © OKLAHOMA 

Played in 11 games for the Sooners in 2004, primarily on special teams. 
Left OU in August 2005 and enrolled at City College of San Francisco 
and played one season for the Rams. Transferred to UNLV and started 
four games at safety as a junior in 2006 and eight games in '07. 
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-SUPREMA ACY 


by Eric Prisbell 


LSU: layne Murdoch; Brown: Chris Covatta 


he purple-and-gold pockets of fans 

throughout the Superdome began 

to serenade LSU players with an 

emphatic chant in the final min- 

utes of the Tigers’ resounding vic- 

tory over Ohio State in last year's 
national championship: 

“SEC! SEC! SEC!” 

The act was as much a salute to a preeminent con- 
ference as it was an indictment of another. Even be- 
fore the game’s end, message-board addicts and 
college football analysts nationwide began treating 
the Big Ten as the sport's pifiata. If Ohio State were 
to reach a third straight national title game in 2008, 
fans crowed, they'd be best served staying home. One 
newspaper headline simply read: “Big (Rot) Ten,” 
poking fun at consecutive losses in the national 
championship by one Big Ten school. 

Aside from national championship debates, no ar- 
gument in college football has grown more vocifer- 
ous and fierce than the annual debate over 
conference supremacy. Throughout all seasons of the 
year, fans in various nooks of the country pound 
their chests about their favorite conference, while 
coaches accentuate the positives of even middling 
leagues. Results of bowl games and out-of- 
conference performances are used to bolster a con- 
ference’s reputation, even though no universal tool 
exists to distinguish one league from another. 

“It is so regionalized,” says Texas coach Mack 
Brown. “Wherever you are, you think that is the best 
league. Wherever you went to school, you want your 
school to be the best school in the best league. Now 
with the BCS, you get more credibility if you win it 
all. That’s not going to change, and it is healthy.” 

But the dizzying 2007 season, in which teams 
ranked among the nation’s top 5 lost to unranked 
opponents 13 times, concluded with a distinctively 
southern feel: LSU and Georgia finished No. 1 and 
No. 2, respectively, in the Associated Press poll. And 
in the view of some coaches, the pertinent question 
entering this fall is not about which conference is 
strongest, but rather about the size of the gap be- 
tween the SEC and everyone else. “It is hard for the 
voters and the skeptics to think there are that many 
good teams in one league,” says Kentucky coach 
Rich Brooks. “Last year, our second- and third-place 
teams were as good as some of the championship 
teams in other BCS conferences.” 

The pendulum of conference dominance swings 
from one league to another every few years, but even 
some non-SEC coaches acknowledge that the SEC 
holds at least a slight edge. “I’m being as brutally 
honest as I can be,” says Purdue coach Joe Tiller, who 
painted this scenario: If Purdue's team included 90 
percent of players from Indiana, he says, the Boiler- 
makers might have a winning record. If Georgia's 
team included 90 percent of players from the state of 
Georgia, Tiller says, the Bulldogs might win the na- 
tional championship. “There are fine football play- 
ers in Indiana — don’t get me wrong,” says Tiller, 
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defending his gridiron turf. “But there is spring foot- 
ball in the South; we have AAU basketball. We pro- 
duce basketball players; they produce football 
players.” 

Frustrated? 

“Can you tell?” Tiller says. “And I haven't even 
used any four-letter words.” 

For another coach, if you can’t beat ’em, rip ’em. 
One prominent head coach in the Midwest who 
asked not to be identified in this story said: “If you 
want to say one conference (is best), you would have 
to say the SEC. But I’m not sure if they want to 
compare graduation rates.” 

Leaving academic records aside, the SEC’s résumé 
is sterling. Five coaches — LSU’s Les Miles, Florida's 
Urban Meyer, Alabama’s Nick Saban, Tennessee’s 
Phil Fulmer and South Carolina’s Steve Spurrier — 
have won national championships. SEC schools have 
won four of the past 10 national titles, including the 
last two (LSU and Florida). 

In the view of some, the SEC last season was al- 
most too strong for its own good. No team emerged 
with fewer than two conference losses. Nine SEC 
teams were ranked at some point during the season. 
During a 16-day stretch, Kentucky played three 
schools — South Carolina, LSU and Florida — that 
were then ranked among the top 14. 

“In the old days, you had certain teams you knew 
were going to be strong, and the rest of the teams 
were just so-so,” says Woody McCorvey, Mississippi 
State's assistant head coach who has coached in the 
SEC since 1990. “Now that is not the case. You have 
guys every Saturday you have to worry about from 


“It is so regionalized. Wherever you are, you think 
that is the best league, Wherever you went 

to school, you want your school to be the 

best school in the best league.” 


— Texas coach Mack Brown 


an offensive standpoint, a defensive standpoint and 
even some kickers.” 

Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson does not know 
if the top-tier programs have gotten stronger, but 
says the middle- and lower-ranked programs have 
improved and “some roles have changed a little bit.” 

The league lost offensive standouts such as 
Arkansas running back Darren McFadden and Ken- 
tucky quarterback Andre Woodson but retained 
Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback Tim Tebow 
of Florida and Georgia running back Knowshon 
Moreno, who could enter the Heisman discussion. 
No shortage of athletes, as if there ever is. 

In that vein, Colorado coach Dan Hawkins recalls 
his first game at Boise State in 2001 against South 
Carolina: “Lou Holtz says, “Your guys can really roll 
their hips coming off the ball.’ I said, “Yeah, but look 
at the hips on your guys compared to the hips on 


our guys.’ They had some big guys up there. It is 
speed but also the size, strength and athleticism quo- 
tient as well.” 

Some in the SEC boast of a speed advantage over 
other schools. Oregon State coach Mike Riley, cit- 
ing his experience in college and as an NFL head 
coach, says the disparity in speed is usually legiti- 
mate. When the Beavers played at LSU in 2004, “I 
said, “Thank God it rained before the game, maybe 
it slows them down some.’ The athleticism in that 
conference can be unreal.” 

While acknowledging that the SEC perennially 
produces great athletes and teams, Texas’ Brown says: 
“To say there is a disparity in speed between SEC 
teams and the other great teams in America would be 
wrong. USC is as fast as anybody. We feel like we 
have great speed at Texas. You look at Oklahoma, 
around the country, and there has been a fallacy that 
the South is always faster than the North for many, 
many years.” 

The perceived speed advantage was trumpeted be- 
fore the last two national title games. Kentucky's 
Brooks believes one or two teams in each of the other 
BCS leagues have defenses with as much speed and 
physicality that eight or nine SEC teams possess, and 
that it was evident in the last two national title 
games. “Ohio State was a very productive, high-scor- 
ing team, and they could not block Florida's front,” 
Brooks says. “This year, they couldn't block LSU's 
front. It’s a very difficult thing to match up with 
when you don’t see it on a week-to-week basis.” 

Asa result, Ohio State's results in the past two na- 
tional title games —losing two games by a combined 
score of 79-38 — have been used as evidence of the 


son. By season's end, three teams — Ohio State, 
lowa and Michigan — were ranked in the top 10 
and Ohio State had won the national championship. 
Perceptions can change fast. 

If there is a league that can challenge the SEC this 
season, it is the Big 12. Texas Tech coach Mike Leach 
believes the debate over strongest conference is be- 
tween the Big 12 and the SEC, adding that the 
strongest single division in college football is the Big 
12 South, which could have three national con- 
tenders this fall with Oklahoma, Texas and Texas 
Tech. In recent years, the biggest criticism of the Big 
12 concerned the perceived lack of strength in the 
North Division, but the rise of Missouri and Kansas 
last season helped quiet critics, at least for a season. 
“A couple years ago,” Hawkins says, “they wanted to 
run Gary (Pinkel at Missouri) and Mark (Mangino 
at Kansas) out and now look at them.” 

One offensive coordinator with Pac-10 ties says 
the SEC is slightly superior to the ACC and Pac-10 
in terms of speed and athleticism and that, in the 
Big 12, there is a drop-off in athleticism after the top 
four teams, adding that the Big 12 is “coached well. 
Those kids are hard, tough kids. The whole confer- 
ence is full of Texas kids who have been playing foot- 
ball since they were little and coached well and 
extremely hard — very well-coached, hard, tough 
and blue-collar.” 

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops believes the entire 
league could be stronger largely because of the re- 
turn of 11 of 12 quarterbacks, As many as five quar- 
terbacks — Oklahoma's Sam Bradford, Texas’s Colt 
McCoy, Missouri's Chase Daniel, Texas Tech’s Gra- 
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Big Ten’s inferiority. The Buckeyes are 0-9 all-time 
against SEC teams in bowl games. 

Purdue's Tiller believes Ohio State held its own 
against LSU but says the Buckeyes did get “man- 


“There are fine football players in Indiana — don't get 
me wrong. But there is spring football in the South; 
we have AAU basketball. We produce basketball 
players; they produce football players.” 


— Purdue coach Joe Tiller 


handled by Florida, which was a little better pre- 
pared, hungrier and they had great talent. They 


might have been one of the better SEC teams of all 
time.” 

Tiller also suggests that some Big Ten schools were 
at a geographical disadvantage last bowl season. USC 
blasted Illinois, 49-17, in the Rose Bowl. LSU 
scored 31 straight points against Ohio State in New 
Orleans. Michigan travelled to Orlando to beat 
Florida in the Capital One Bowl, and Penn State 
beat Texas A&M in the Alamo Bowl in San Antonio. 
“That is never pointed out or it is a small asterisk,” 
Tiller says. 

lowa coach Kirk Ferentz cautions fans about mak- 
ing conference-wide generalizations, suggesting it is 
unfair to criticize a team that reached back-to-back 
national championship games. “I look at the Buffalo 
Bills and the Minnesota Vikings,” two NFL teams 
that each lost four Super Bowls, Ferentz says. “You 
wouldn't mind being there. There are a lot worse 
places to be in life” than reaching consecutive BCS 
title games. 

Ferentz also recalls a sky-is-falling tenor that ex- 
isted at the Big Ten meetings before the 2002 sea- 
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ham Harrell and Kansas’s Todd Reesing — could be 
mentioned in Heisman discussions throughout the 
season. And two of the league’s wide receivers — 
Texas Tech’s Michael Crabtree and Missouri's Jeremy 
Maclin — could also join the Heisman conversation. 

“A statement has been made about those quarter- 
backs nationwide,” says Robert McFarland, lowa 
State’s offensive coordinator. “People know those 
names; they know who those guys are.” 

What hurt the Big 12 last season was a conference 
title game. Then-No. 1 Missouri was in position to 
play for the national title, but the Tigers lost to Okla- 
homa in the Big 12 championship and wound up 
excluded from a BCS game. Ohio State, on the other 
hand, rose in the BCS standings without playing in 
a conference championship. “Everyone should have 
one or no one should have one,” Leach says of con- 
ference championships games. “It puts an extra strain 
on the teams that have to play them. I’m not op- 
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posed to playing them, but every conference should 
do the same thing.” 

One conference that could have used a conference 
title game last season was the Pac-10. USC was one 
of five two-loss teams in contention to play Ohio 
State in the national championship game. The Tro- 
jans were playing as well as anyone nationally but, 
unlike LSU, had no way to improve their position 
with a potential conference championship game vic- 
tory. 

While the Trojans have carried the conference flag 
for most of the decade, other teams have emerged 
from year to year on the national radar. USC has set 
such a standard by winning six consecutive Pac-10 ti- 
tles that “you either had to get better or fall off the 
edge of the world,” says Oregon State’s Riley, whose 
Beavers have won the second-most Pac-10 games 
over the past two seasons. 

LSU coach Les Miles set the tenor for the 2007 
season last summer when he said USC had a much 
easier road to travel to reach the national title game 
and sarcastically called some of the Trojans’ Pac-10 
opponents “real juggernauts.” Riley wasn’t surprised 
that Miles harbored those feelings but was a little 
surprised Miles voiced those thoughts publicly. He 
believes the Pac-10 is somewhat overshadowed na- 
tionally, particularly with late start times on the East 
Coast, and, along with Arizona State coach Dennis 
Erickson, feels out-of-conference performance helps 
garner conference-wide respect. The Pac-10 got off 
to a good start last season when California pounded 
Tennessee in a highly anticipated prime-time match- 
up. The conference gets more marquee inter-confer- 
ence showdowns this season when USC hosts Ohio 
State on Sept. 13 and Arizona State hosts Georgia 
on Sept. 20. Erickson says watching tape of Georgia 
has been a “frightening” experience that has left him 
awake at night in cold sweats. But he believes “day in 
and day out, the Pac-10 can play with the SEC.” 

The reputations of two other BCS conferences — 
the ACC and Big East — have gone in opposite di- 
rections the past few years. 

When two of the Big East’s stalwarts, Virginia Tech 
and Miami, departed for the ACC in 2004 and 
Boston College joined the ACC a year later, it was 
seen by some as the beginning of the end of the Big 
East as a nationally relevant football conference. Some 
wondered whether the conference should retain an 
automatic BCS berth. When Dave Wannstedt took 
the head coaching job at Pittsburgh in December 
2004, he moved into a league searching for an iden- 
tity and perennial powers. “Coming back and getting 
into the Big East conference — with Louisville and 
Cincinnati coming in and Rutgers already in —I felt 
it would be a lot easier and not as competitive as it is,” 
says Wannstedt. “After being here a couple years, I 
think our league's non-conference record speaks for 
itself. For whatever reason, no one wants to give us 
our full due.” 

That is no longer the case. West Virginia was a 
victory against Pittsburgh away from playing for the 
national title. Louisville was a national contender 


under former coach Bobby Petrino. Even Rutgers 
and South Florida, which won at Auburn last sea- 
son, have been ranked among the top 10 in recent 
years. 

The ACC, on the other hand, might have more 
recognizable programs from a national perspective, 
but the league has not had a team play for the na- 
tional title since expansion. What’s more, ACC 
teams were 2-G in bowl games last season. Miami 
and Florida State have regressed, nationally ranked 
Boston College stumbled down the stretch last sea- 
son, and in an early-season game billed as a marquee 
inter-conference showdown, LSU pounded one of 
the ACC’s best, Virginia Tech, 48-7, in Baton 
Rouge. This season, while Clemson appears the most 
talented team, there might not be a legitimate na- 
tional title contender among the 12 ACC teams. 

When asked if he is surprised that no ACC team 
has played for the national championship since ex- 
pansion, Maryland coach Ralph Friedgen says: “I 
think we're our own worst enemy there. What makes 
it so tough is there is such parity. We play against 
each other and we get beat up and someone doesn’t 
beat someone that should beat somebody. From top 
to bottom, we're fairly close. 

“You see a lot of leagues where they have three or 
four very good teams and then at the bottom they 
are not quite as good. You can’t say that about the 
ACC. Very, very balanced.” 

Regardless of how mediocre the ACC, Big East or 
any BCS conference is, the champion still earns a 
berth in one of five BCS games. In 2004, Pittsburgh 
made the Fiesta Bow! with a middling 8-3 record 
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“It's all about debates, That is what separates 
this sport from any other sport at any level. 
It's kind of like, well, choosing a national 
Champion without a true playoff system.” 


— Arizona State coach Dennis Erickson 


before losing handily to Utah, a non-BCS team. “I 
don’t like the fact that a weaker conference can win 
eight games and be automatically in the BCS,” says 
Texas's Brown, without criticizing a specific confer- 
ence. “What we are doing then is we have a place for 
conference champions to play at the end of the year. 
Ir’s not the Bowl Championship Series then, it’s the 
Conference Championship Series.” 

Stoops, however, believes that it is splitting hairs 
to compare the top teams in two power conferences, 
because the top two teams in any BCS league could 
play anyone competitively in other leagues. That 
may be true, but the fans who sang the praises of the 
SEC in the final minutes of January's national cham- 
pionship game would disagree. 

“It’s all about debates,” Erickson says. “That is 
what separates this sport from any other sport at any 
level. It’s kind of like, well, choosing a national 
champion without a true playoff system.” 


Stephen Brashear 
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So much for that old expression, “No sophomore rr } 
has ever won a Heisman Trophy.” We'll never ? 
hear that one again. Tim Tebow finally set the 
precedent, and deservedly so, in his second year 
in Gainesville. It took former Gator quarter- { "\" 
backs Steve Spurrier and Danny Wuerffel four 
years to capture their Heismans, and they were 
superstars. Here’s another first: No player in 
NCAA history had ever run and thrown for 20 
touchdowns each in the same season, and 
Tebow ran for 23 and threw for 32 last fall. 

Whatever Tebow manages to do for an en- 
core, he will have weapons galore. Running-re- 
ceiving threat Percy Harvin is back with a 
9.6-yard career rushing average, 93 pass recep- 
tions and 15 touchdowns. Tebow and Harvin 
finished as the top two rushers on the team last 
year, but it’s a pretty safe guess that Tebow will 
act more like a conventional quarterback and 
Harvin more like a wide receiver this year due 
to an upgrade in the backfield. Former Parade 
All-American Emmanuel Moody is now eligi- 
ble after transferring from USC, where he 
started four early-season games in 2006, lead- 
ing the Trojans in rushing in three of them and 
averaging 5.8 yards per carry with two scores. 
Highly regarded 2007 recruit Chris Rainey also 
could break out after missing most of last season 
with a shoulder injury. Tight end Cornelius In- 
gram, with seven touchdown receptions last fall, and coveted junior college transfer Carl Moore 
join Harvin in arguably the best receiving corps in America. Veteran guard Jim Tartt spearheads 
an offensive line that boasts the return of eight players from last year’s two-deep. 

Defensively, end Derrick Harvey split for the pros with a year left, and he will be hard to 
replace. But the front four is well-stocked regardless, and the back seven should be strong as 
well. Consensus first-team All-SEC returnee Brandon Spikes amassed 131 tackles, 16 for a 
loss, broke up seven passes and recovered three fumbles, and leads the conference's top line- 
backer corps back into action in 2008. Dustin Doe pitched in with 85 stops and returned a 
fumble 19 yards for a touchdown in the Tennessee game. Cornerback Wondy Pierre-Louis re- 
turned his first career interception 25 yards for a touchdown versus Georgia last season, and 
sophomore safety Major Wright, who made plays all over the field as a true freshman, is going 
to be a force in the SEC. 

The crucial conference games are the trip to Tennessee on Sept. 20, the visit from LSU on 
Oct. 11 and Georgia in Jacksonville on Nov. 1. The Florida State game is in Tallahassee for the 
regular-season finale. 


» Not just a runner Tebow finished second in the nation in passing efficiency last fall. 

» Drive alive Florida led the nation in third-down conversion percentage last season, turning 78 of 
146 (53.4 percent) into first downs. 

» Making their points The 2007 Gators finished third in the FBS in scoring offense with 42.5 points 
per game. 


Bruce Schwartzman 
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The bad news is that the Buckeyes looked altogether uncompetitive in the last two BCS Cham- 
pionship games. The good news is that 2008 was their target year all along. And in the re- 
cruiting coup of the year, Ohio State won the Terrelle Pryor sweepstakes. Pryor is a 6'6" 
dual-threat quarterback whose football exploits at Jeannette (Pa.) High School defy de- 
scription. Todd Boeckman, who quarterbacked the scarlet and gray to the title game, com- 
pleting 63.9 percent of his passes for 2,379 yards and 25 touchdowns, didn’t come back 
for his fifth year to tote a clipboard. But Pryor won't ride the pine either — there will be 
an offensive package designed to utilize his skills, and his time on the field will increase 

commensurate with his comfort zone 


as the season progresses. 
0 HI 0 STATE However the quarterback rotation 
: a ear 2 shakes out, it will be aided and abetted 
! ed BS by tailback Chris Wells, who shredded 
WY INE PL opposing defenses for 1,609 yards (5.9 
per carry) and 15 touchdowns last fall, a 
veteran offensive line anchored by All-America left tackle Alex Boone, and all of the top 
pass-catchers from a year ago. Senior wideout Brian Robiskie averaged 17 yards on 55 catches 
and scored 11 times. 

The Ohio State defense was statistically the nation’s best last fall, allowing only 233.0 total 
yards and 12.8 points per game, and new starters are needed at only two positions. The top 
two tacklers — 2007 Butkus Award winner James Laurinaitis and Marcus Freeman — are 
back at their linebacker posts. The secondary, featuring All-America cornerback Malcolm 
Jenkins, returns intact after topping the national charts with 150.2 yards surrendered through 
the air. 

The Buckeyes travel to Wisconsin on Oct. 4 and host Penn State on the 25th and Michi- 
gan in the Nov. 22 finale. But the game at USC on Sept. 13 will already have set the tone 
for the season. 


Ministers of defense The 2007 Buckeyes finished No. 1 nationally in total defense, scoring defense and pass defense, and third against the run. 
0-for-the SEC Ohio State is now winless in nine bow! matchups against teams from the Southeastern Conference. 
Silver lining Lost in the rubble of a 38-24 loss to LSU in New Orleans were Laurinaitis’ BCS Title game-record 18 tackles. 


PRESEASON CDE 25 


No Allen Patrick? No Malcolm Kelly? No problem. Quarterback Sam Bradford took the reins of Bob Stoops’ 
offense as a redshirt freshman in 2007 and captured the nation’s passing efficiency crown, with Heisman 
Trophy winner Tim Tebow coming in second. Bradford set a new NCAA freshman record with 36 touch- 
down passes, bettering the old mark by seven. He had consecutive completion streaks of 22 and 21, twice 
beating the old school record of 18 set by Jason White. And he threw five touchdown passes in a game 
twice, against Miami and ‘Texas A&M. 

Bradford's favorite target should be Juaquin Iglesias, more than half of whose 128 career receptions came 
last season. Iglesias scored five times on 68 catches and averaged 10.9 yards on eight rushes. 

DeMarco Murray ran for 764 yards, 6.0 per carry and a team-high 13 touchdowns last season as a 
freshman. He ran back two kickoffs for touchdowns and scored on a 92-yard run from scrimmage. If he 
can rebound full-speed from a dislocated kneecap that cut his season short, and freshman Jermie Calhoun 
is all he’s cracked up to be, look out for the 
Sooners on the ground, especially since all 


five starters and two top backups are back in 0 KLAH 0 VA wh , 
the O-Line. The left side, where tackle Phil ——SS 

Loadhold and guard Duke Robinson line up, Y 
is particularly stout. S O O N F RS 


The defensive front four should be a team 
strength, anchored by end Auston English and tackle Gerald McCoy, but linebacker Curtis Lofton, the 
Sooners’ leading tackler, and cornerback Reggie Smith both left for the pros with remaining eligibility. 
Defensive coordinator Brent Venables will shore up the back seven around linebacker Ryan Reynolds and 
safety Nic Harris. 

The Sept. 27 matchup against TCU appears to be this year’s stiffest out-of-conference test, but the 
competition really heats up with consecutive midseason tilts against Texas in Dallas, and Kansas in Nor- 
man. Nebraska and Texas Tech both must visit Memorial Stadium in November. 

Double-digit wins Oklahoma has won at least 10 games in a season on 30 occasions, more than any other 
school in the country. 

Long distance The Sooners led the nation in kickoff returns last fall, averaging 28.3 yards on 56 runbacks. 
Their own league Oklahoma has won 41 conference championships in 93 years as a league member — that’s 
44 percent of the time. 


Ohio State: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Oklahoma: Danny Murphy/Athton SPorts 
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For all of the overabundance of high school phenoms flocking to USC during the Pete Carroll era, the most 

important player on the 2008 roster might be a transfer from Arkansas. Damian Williams, a five-game 

starter for the Razorbacks as a true freshman in ’06, could stir up a wide receiver corps that underper- 

formed spectacularly last fall. Patrick Turner, Vidal Hazelton, David Ausberry and Ronald Johnson need 

to turn their vast potential into production now that All-America tight end Fred Davis isn’t around for 
Trojan QBs to lean on anymore, and Williams could be the catalyst. 

Veteran quarterback Mark Sanchez, who started three games 

last season filling in for the injured John David Booty, beat out 

U e C Mitch Mustain (another Arkansas transfer) for the top job. 

Sanchez and Mustain are two of the most highly rated pro-style 

quarterback prospects to emerge from the high school ranks over 

TROJ A N S the last four years. Only one full-time starter — guard Jeff Byers 

— returns in the offensive line, but there is an abundance of can- 

didates with game experience, including three who started eight 

games among them as freshmen last year. Leading rusher Chauncey Washington has moved on, and yet 

the tailback picture is almost too crowded. Stafon Johnson averaged nearly seven yards on 98 carries with 

five touchdown jaunts last season, and he will be sharing the load in 2008 with exciting sophomore Joe 

McKnight and probably one or two others. The ball-carriers will follow Stanley Havili, one of the nation’s 

best fullbacks, into the line. 

On defense, the front four could feel the absence of end Lawrence Jackson and tackle Sedrick Ellis, but 
the back seven is arguably the nation’s most formidable. The last two Rose Bowl Defensive MVPs — 
Brian Cushing and two-time first-team All-Pac-10 performer Rey Maualuga — enter their senior year at 
linebacker as Butkus Award candidates. Kevin Ellison and Taylor Mays, both entering their third year as 
starters, comprise America’s top safety tandem. 

This is the year Ohio State has been targeting for a national title, and the Trojans will host the Buck- 
eyes in Game 2. In the even-year rotation, USC will host Notre Dame and travel across town to UCLA 
in the final two games. 


» The new standard USC is riding a six-year streak of 11-win seasons and has played in six consecutive BCS 
bowls — both NCAA records. 

» The Man Carroll is the nation’s winningest active coach at 84.4 percent (76-14). 

» Squeakers The few Trojan losses under Carroll have been by an average of 4.2 points, with only one by more 
than a touchdown. 


preseason Or 25 


The Bulldogs enter 2008 without an apparent weakness, although the receiving corps could use 
a spark. Heralded freshmen A.J. Green and Tavarres King are coming in at precisely the right 
time. Senior Mohamed Massaquoi returns at flanker with an even 100 career catches, and 
Tripp Chandler is one of the SEC’s top pass-catching tight ends. Delivering the ball will be 
quarterback Matthew Stafford, who is steadily morphing from a thrower into a passer. He 
will have added some luster to his career stats — .545 completion rate, 26-to-23 TD-to- 
INT margin — by the time the season ends. 
Taking the pressure off the passing game will be one of the nation’s best running backs in 
Knowshon Moreno, who ran for 1,334 yards and 
14 scores and was named SEC Freshman of the 
Year. He will split carries this season (though prob- 
ably not as much as 50-50) with redshirt freshman 
B U LLDOGS Caleb King. Three freshmen, including two true 
freshmen, were pressed into service as full-time 
starters in the offensive line last season, and they 
paved the way to a seven-game winning streak to finish the season. 

Seven starters return on defense, including the top four tacklers. Geno Atkins, who racked 
up a team-high 14.5 tackles behind the line, leads the defensive line from his tackle spot. The 
linebacking corps returns intact, led by team-leading tackler Dannell Ellerbe (93 total stops, 
12 for losses). Juniors Asher Allen and Prince Miller, with four picks and 12 pass breakups 
between them, will once again hold down the corners. 

The Bulldogs will enjoy a week off between the Alabama and Tennessee contests, both at 
home in midseason. The Florida game in Jacksonville follows directly on the heels of a road 
trip to defending national champion LSU. 


» Fast company Knowshon Moreno’s 1,334 rushing yards last season trailed only Herschel 
Walker’s 1,616 in 1980 for Bulldog freshmen. 

» No. 2 and trying harder Georgia finished second in the SEC in red zone efficiency, scoring on 47 
of 53 trips, and in turnover margin (plus-9). 

» Quarterback down The 2007 Bulldogs led the SEC and tied for eighth nationally with 42 sacks 
on the season (3.2 per game). 


USC: Peter Brouillet; Georgia: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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Not to mention a decorating problem. 


The SYLVANIA Micro Mini CFL. It uses 75% less energy, saves $112 in energy costs and lasts 11 years. 
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SEE THE WORLD IN A NEW LIGHT 
SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE 


Missouri is currently riding what will be remembered forever as the 
Pinkel Era. It took coach Gary Pinkel seven years to get his program 
rolling, and now there may be no stopping it. The Tigers finished 
2007 in a New Year's Day bowl game for the first time in more 
than 40 years, achieved their highest-ever final ranking of fourth in 
the AP Poll, and return 15 starters from the best team in school 
history for 2008. 

The triggerman is quarterback Chase Daniel, the reigning Big 12 
Offensive Player of the Year. In 2007, Daniel set new school records 
with 4,559 yards of total offense, 4,306 passing yards and 33 
touchdown passes, and finished fourth in the Heisman voting. 
Tight end Chase Coffman and All-America wide receiver Jeremy 
Maclin both return after combining for 132 pass receptions a year 
ago. Coffman tied for the team-high with nine TD catches, and 
Maclin, the Big 12 co-Offensive Freshman of the Year, amassed the 
fifth-most all-purpose yards (running, receiving and returning 
kicks) in a single season in NCAA history. Jimmy Jackson ran for 
seven touchdowns in ’07 and will team with Derrick Washington 
to replace the production lost by tailback Tony Temple, a two-time 
1,000-yard rusher. 

The young Missouri defense emerged as one of the conference's 
best last season, and nine starters are back. Safety William Moore provides an All-America 
presence in the secondary after racking up 115 tackles and tying for first in the nation with 
eight interceptions. The linebacking corps of Sean Weatherspoon, Brock Christopher and 

TI G E RS Van Alexander returns intact. Weatherspoon, a first-team All-Big 12 returnee, paced the 07 
Tigers in tackles with 127, 9.5 for a loss. End Stryker Sulak leads 
the charge up front. 

The 2008 season begins and ends with a rivalry game on a neu- 
tral field — Illinois in the opener in St. Louis, and the finale with 
Kansas in Kansas City’s Arrowhead Stadium. A road trip to Texas 
and a home date with Colorado come on consecutive late-October 
Saturdays. 


no TOP 25 


Interim head coaches were 1-6 in bow! games this past postseason. The only winner was Bill Stewart, 
who took over in Morgantown following Rich Rodriguez's resignation and engineered the Moun- 
taineers’ stunning 48-28 Fiesta Bowl triumph over Oklahoma. For fans who may have been won- 
dering how the players would respond to their new coach, the early results are most encouraging. 

A returning starter at quar- 


terback is always a welcome 
WEST VIRGINIA * 22 = 
coach, and Stewart has one of 
MO J NTAI N F F RS the best. Patrick White, the 
Big East Offensive Player of 
the Year the last two years 
running (pun intended), has no rival as a spread-option quarterback. White has been the starter 
since midway through his freshman year. As a junior last fall, he ran for 1,335 yards at 6.8 per carry, 
and threw for 1,724 yards on 144-of-216 attempts. He scored 14 touchdowns on the ground and 
threw for 14 more. Running back Steve Slaton took off for the NFL with a year of eligibility re- 
maining, but Noel Devine should step right in and flourish. Devine flashed glimpses of his enor- 
mous potential last year, averaging 8.6 yards per carry with six touchdowns in a limited role. White, 
Devine and their supporting cast will work behind arguably the nation’s best offensive line, with All- 
America tackle Ryan Stanchek and All-Big East guard Greg Isdaner holding down the left side. 
There is some rebuilding to be done on defense, but last year’s top two tacklers — linebackers 
Reed Williams and Mortty Ivy — will steady the unit until help arrives. 
There are potential landmines all over the schedule — at East Carolina and at Colorado in Sep- 
tember, home to Auburn in October, and the visit from South Florida in the Dec. G finale. But the 
one circled in red is the trip to Pitt on Nov. 28. 


» A season of firsts In 2007, Missouri claimed its first Big 12 North title, 
earned its first No. 1 national ranking, and posted its first 12-win season. 

» Maclin’s marks Maclin’s 99-yard kickoff return at K-State and his 2,776 all- 
purpose yards for the season are both NCAA freshman records. 

» More from Maclin Maclin’s kickoff return for a touchdown was the school’s 
first since 1982. 


» Happy New Year West Virginia is one of only two teams to have played in five straight New Year’s bowl 
games. The other is USC. 

» Padding his record White holds the Big East record for career rushing yards by a quarterback with 
3,506, and he still has a year to play. 

» Ground attack The 2007 Mountaineers finished third nationally in rushing offense with 297 yards per 
game, trailing only Navy and Air Force. 


Missouri; Larry Smith; WVA; Bruce Schwartzman 
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Introducing Arrow’s new innovative quality 
tool, the CT50™, More than just a sleek, light 
weight design, this cordless wonder is a rugged, 
heavy: duty staple gun that appeals to everyone, 
from the do-it-yourselfer to the contractor. 

The light weight 10.8v Lithium-ion battery 
guarantees more power, while firing up to 1500 
staples ona single charge. Its unique “on-board” 


PROFESSIONAL FASTENING 
— SINCE 1929 — 


battery. design’ maintains perfect balance for 
increased control and accuracy. 

The ultra-bright “LED guide light” will light 
any surface with precision positioning of the staple 
location. The adjustable “depth of drive” control lets 
you perfectly fire each staple to the desired depth. 

Unique to the CT50™ this too! holds two 
full strips of any of the six Arrow T50® staple sizes 


saving time on the project. 

All this, and more, in a well thought out, 
ergonomically designed, professional tool that will 
make any project faster and easier for both the pro 
and do-it-yourselfer. The additional endless list of 
features will ensure a professional finish to every 
project. 


Arrow Fastener Co., Inc. 


U.S.A. 
CANADA T 514.321.3983 


U.K. 


T 201.843.6900 F. 201.843.3911 
F 514.321.9424 


T 020.8686.9180 F 020.8686.9197 


www.arrowfastener.com 


Arrow® is a registered trademark of Arrow Fastener Company, Inc. 
©2008 ARROW FASTENER COMPANY, INC, REV 408. 


EVOLUTIONARY! 


a 


Forget about ever seeing a huddle again at Auburn, at least for as long as Tony Franklin is coordinat- 
ing Tommy Tuberville’s offense. On the heels of Al Borges’ termination, Tuberville brought in 
Franklin from the staff at Troy to install a spread offense. Franklin directed the attack in Auburn’s 
23-20 Chick-fil-A Bowl win over Clemson, and gave Kodi Burns equal snaps at quarterback with 
now-departed Brandon Cox. Burns, just the kind of dual-threat quarterback the no-huddle spread 
offense requires to keep defenses off-balance, scored the game-winning touchdown on a seven-yard 

run in overtime. Chris Todd, a transfer from 


Texas Tech by way of Hutchinson (Kan.) Com- 

£ AUB URN munity College, enrolled at Auburn in January 
J and has an equal shot at the job. 

The Tigers’ top three ball-carriers — Ben 

| Tate, Brad Lester and Mario Fannin — all re- 

: turn behind an offensive line that boasts five re- 

turning starters. Like Georgia, three of last year’s 
O-line starters were freshmen. Unlike Georgia, all three of Auburn’s were true freshmen. 

Tate led the ground game last fall with 903 yards and eight touchdowns. Lester pitched in with 
530 yards and Fannin posted a team-high 5.3-yard average on 84 carries. Wide receiver 
Rodgeriqus Smith is also back after a 52-catch, five touchdown campaign in ’07. 

Quentin Groves and Pat Sims are big losses from the defensive front four, but end Antonio 
Coleman returns after registering team highs with 18 tackles for a loss and 8.5 sacks last season, 
and he also batted down three passes at the line. The back seven is set with the linebacking corps 
returning two-deep and safety Zac Etheridge leading three returning starters in the secondary. 

The schedule favors Auburn in that LSU, Tennessee and Georgia all must visit Jordan-Hare Sta- 
dium. But there is a trip to West Virginia in October, and the 2008 Iron Bowl is slated for 
‘Tuscaloosa. 


» Bragging rights The 17—10 win over Alabama gave Auburn its longest-ever winning streak in that 
storied series at six games. 

» More sixes The 2007 Tigers finished sixth in the nation in pass defense, total defense and scoring de- 
fense. 

» Grounded Auburn fielded one of the nation’s least productive passing games last fall, coming in at 
103rd with 178 yards per game. 


PRESEASON | iid 25 
If football games are won and lost in the 
trenches, LSU will win a lot of football games 


this year. All-American Glenn Dorsey is gone, 

but it would be a mistake to underestimate the 
Bayou Bengals’ defensive line. The other three 2007 starters and all four second-stringers 
are returning to action. Kirston Pittman and Tyson Jackson comprise the most fearsome de- 
fensive end tandem in America. Pittman, who has been granted a sixth year by the NCAA, 
led the Tiger defense with 13.5 tackles for a loss and eight sacks, and in the Florida game he 
branched out and intercepted a pass from Tim Tebow. Jackson batted down 10 passes at the 
line. Coach Les Miles plans to play junior Ricky Jean-Francois, coming off a dominating 
performance in the BCS Championship game, at both tackle and end. 

Eight of the 10 players on last year’s offensive line two-deep are back for ’08, led by All-SEC 
performers Herman Johnson and Ciron Black. They will be clearing a path for running backs 
Keiland Williams and Charles Scott. Williams averaged 6.8 yards per carry last fall and scored 
on runs of 67 and 32 yards against Virginia Tech. There are concerns at quarterback after 
Ryan Perrilloux was dismissed from the team in May. Now, Gary Crowton will have to put 
his complex offense in the hands of either redshirt freshman Jarrett Lee or junior Andrew 
Hatch. The new quarterback will learn to get the ball to Brandon LaFell and Demetrius Byrd, 
who combined last fall for 85 catches, a 15-yard average and 11 touchdown grabs. 

With linebacker Ali Highsmith, safety Craig Steltz, and cornerbacks Chevis Jackson and 
Jonathan Zenon all gone, the defensive back seven will be restocked around linebacker Darry 
Beckwith and safeties Curtis Taylor and Danny McCray. 

The Tigers open the 2008 season at home against Appalachian State. (Uh-oh. Where did 
Miles play his college ball?) Trips to Auburn and Florida and home games against Georgia 
and Alabama highlight a tough conference slate. 


» Winners LSU is the only school to have won two BCS national championships. 

» Three-year tear The Tigers have won 34 games in Miles’ first three years, tying USC for the 
most wins in Division I-A over that span. 

» Go for it LSU led the nation in fourth-down efficiency last season, turning 13 of 16 (81.3 percent) 

into first downs. 
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© GET YOUR GAME ON AGAINST TRACE ADKINS » 


DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES? 
PLAY THE 2008 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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Se 
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ELECTRONICS, ATHLON SPORTS COLLECTIBLES, AND 
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If ever the stars were aligned for that elusive ACC title 
for Clemson during the Tommy Bowden era, it’s now. 
With weapons like Cullen Harper — one of the most 
accurate passers in the game — and the lethal one- 
two tailback punch of James Davis and C.J. Spiller, 
Tommy’s Tigers should ring in the New Year with 
their first BCS bid. 

Harper is a 65-percent passer who threw for 2,991 
yards and 27 touchdowns last fall. And his favorite 
targets both return in wideouts Aaron Kelly and Tyler 
Grisham, who combined for 148 receptions and 15 
touchdowns. Davis and Spiller have shredded oppo- 
nents’ defenses for 4,836 career rushing yards and 49 
touchdowns between them, and both can score from 
anywhere on the field. A question mark looms up 
front, however, with only one O-Line starter back 
from last year. 

Defensive coordinator Vic Koenning has eight re- 
turning starters to work with, but leading tackler Nick 
Watkins and sack man Phillip Merling aren’t among 


them. The top returning tacklers are safeties Michael 

Hamlin and Chris Clemons. Hamlin and cornerback returnee Chris 

CLEMS 0 N Chancellor nabbed four interceptions apiece in ’07. And the three re- 
TI ice RS turning starters in the front four — end Ricky Sapp and tackles Dorell 


Scott and Rashaad Jackson — broke through for 22 tackles behind the 
line last season. 

; The 2008 schedule is sandwiched betw 2% against 
» Ball protection Clemson gave up only 12 turnovers in 13 games last fall, rank- SEC ae a = opening rs Georgi " D pineweaiivt Ae as 
Ing second n the nation. ‘ and closing at home with South Carolina. The Tigers must 
» Lighting it up The Tigers scored 430 points last season, a new school record. 
» Stubborn Clemson finished 2007 ranked ninth in the nation in total defense 
(306.8 yards per game) and tied for LOth in scoring defense (18.7 points per game). 


travel to Wake Forest and Florida State this year, but defend- 


ing league champion Virginia Tech is absent from the slate. 


The Longhorns are entering Year 3 of the Colt McCoy era. 
McCoy redshirted as a freshman in 2005, then started all 
26 games over the last two years. He has thrown for 5,873 
yards and 51 touchdowns, and he has completed a school- 
record 66.4 percent of his passes. His touchdown-to- 
interception ratio, however, could use some tightening up 
after taking a dip last season. Limas Sweed and Nate Jones 
are gone from the receiving corps, but Quan Cosby and 
Jordan Shipley are proyen commodities, each with nine ca- 


TEXAS 
LONGHORNS 


reer TD grabs. Cosby has 120 career receptions, and Ship- 
ley picked up 15.4 yards per catch last season. 

The early departure of running back Jamaal Charles for 
the NFL puts the pressure on sophomore Vondrell McGee, a former Parade All-American who ran for» Climbing the charts With two 


eight scores last year, to step out of Charles’ shadow. Or else the pressure will be on the passing game to years left to play, McCoy already 
carry the load. McCoy is the top returning rusher. Six players saw regular action on the offensive line last stands sixth on Texas’ all-time list 
season, and four return. Chris Hall started at least one game at each of the five positions, while tackle with 5,873 passing yards and g 
Adam Ulatoski and guard Cedric Dockery both earned all-conference recognition. fourth with 51 touchdown passes. 5 
Graduation claimed two All-Big 12 first-teamers from the defense along with third-team All-America » Going bowling Texas has won four 5 
tackle Frank Okam, leaving end Brian Orakpo, the reigning Holiday Bowl MVP, and two-time All-Big consecutive bowl games for the = 
12 linebacker Rashad Bobino to lead the unit into 2008. Ryan Palmer will provide veteran leadership in first time in school history. 2 
the secondary after breaking up 11 passes and recovering two fumbles in 2007. » Ten-win wonders Texas has won 2 
There is a three-week stretch in October when the Longhorns will face Colorado in Boulder and Okla- 10 or more games in each of the s 
homa in Dallas, then entertain red-hot Missouri in Austin. The finale at home with Texas A&M is pre- last seven seasons, more than 5 
ceded by a week off following the game at Kansas. any other school. S 
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There are 19 starters from 2007 coming back for Wisconsin in ’08, but not one of them is a quar- 
terback. The only quarterback on the roster with significant experience is senior Allan Evridge, 
who transferred to Wisconsin from Kansas State after throwing for a Wildcat freshman record 
1,365 yards in nine games in 2005. Last year in Madison, Evridge was 5-of-12 while backing 
up Tyler Donovan. 

Evridge will have the top three receivers from last year’s team to work with in tight ends Travis 
Beckum and Garrett Graham and wide receiver Kyle Jefferson. The All-American Beckum led 
the team with 75 catches for just under 1,000 yards and six touchdowns. 

The deepest position on the team is 


running back. PJ. Hill is the headliner 

WI S C 0 N 5 | N with 2,805 career rushing yards and 29 
touchdowns in only two seasons. He is 

BADG F RS only the third player to rush for more 

than 1,000 yards in each of his first two 


seasons at a school renowned for run- 
ning backs. Zach Brown also returns after starting the final four games of ’07 for an injured 
Hill and was named Big Ten Player of the Week for a 250-yard, two-TD performance against 
Minnesota. Brown and Lance Smith-Williams ran for 997 yards and eight scores combined last 
fall. Only one 2007 starter is missing from the offensive line, where guard Kraig Urbik is the 
leader of the pack and redshirt freshman tackle Josh Oglesby is a future star. 

Though nine starters are back on defense, tackle Nick Hayden and cornerback Jack Ikeg- 
wuonu need to be replaced, and they were impact players. But so are returnees Matt Shaug- 
nessy at end, Jonathan Casillas and DeAndre Levy at linebacker, and Shane Carter at safety. 
Shaughnessy was named the team’s Defensive MVP after notching 18 tackles behind the line and 
five sacks, Casillas led the team in tackles with 96, and Carter was the Big Ten’s interception 


leader with seven. 
A tip to Fresno State in Game 3 highlights the non-conference schedule. At Michigan and home to Ohio State and 
Penn State fall on three consecutive Saturdays in October. 
» Rare honor Badger receiver-return man David Gilreath was the first true freshman to be named Big Ten Player of the Week 


since Ron Dayne in 1996. 
» Top tight end Travis Beckum led the nation’s tight ends in 2007 with 982 receiving yards. 
» Keep away Wisconsin finished first nationally in time of possession last season, owning the ball for 33:44 per game. 


PRESEASON OW 2D 


Kansas thrust itself into the national spotlight last season, coming within one win of perfection. The 
Jayhawks took an 11-0 record into the 2 vs. 3 matchup with Missouri in Kansas City and came 
up just short, but spent the offseason with a good taste in their mouths thanks to a 24-21 Or- 
ange Bowl win over Virginia Tech. Quarterback Todd Reesing, who threw a touchdown pass and 
ran for another in the Orange Bowl, is reason number one for optimism entering 2008. Nine 
returning starters on defense is reason number two. 

In his first season as a starter, Reesing connected on 62 percent of his passes for 3,476 yards 
and 33 touchdowns, and ran for three scores. With two years to play, he already holds school 
career records with 36 touchdown passes and five 300-yard passing games. Brandon McAnder- 
son is gone after an 1,135-yard, 5.9-per 
carry, 16-touchdown campaign, but Jake 


Sharp ran for 817 yards, 5.6 per carry and KAN SAS 
seven touchdowns as a backup and should 

slip right into McAnderson’s role as feature 

back. Dexton Fields has led the Jayhawks JAYH AW KS 


in receptions each of the last two seasons, 
and he’s back, but Marcus Henry was more of a home run threat, and he’s gone. 

The top four tacklers return from 2007, led by first-team All-Big 12 linebacker Joe Mortensen 
(106 total stops) and followed by linebackers James Holt and Mike Rivera and safety Darrell 
Stuckey. Mortensen also paced the squad with 15 tackles behind the line. Safety Justin Thorn- 
ton notched five interceptions despite not cracking the starting lineup until late in the season, 
while Stuckey and cornerback Chris Harris pitched in with two picks apiece. 

The Colorado game this year is in Lawrence, but the Oklahoma game a week later is in Nor- 
man. In November, the Jayhawks will host Texas, then take a week off before taking on Missouri 
in Kansas City. 


» Give and take. Mostly take. Kansas led the nation in turnover margin last fall at plus-1.62 per game. 

» Long time coming The 2007 Jayhawks appeared in the school’s first January bowl game since 
1968. 

» Setting the standard Kansas set school per-game records last fall for total yards (479.8), passing 
yards (291.0) and points (42.8). 


Wisconsin: Brian Ebner; Kansas: Larry Smith 
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ACCORDING TO CONVENTIONAL WISDOM 
THIS TRUCK SHOULDN'T EXIST. 


But it does. If we thought like everyone else, the Sierra wouldn’t have near the payload or towing capacity.* Nor would it be the 
most fuel-efficient available V8 in a full-size truck:* It’s proof that just because it hasn't been done, doesn’t mean it can’t be done. 


THE SIERRA FROM GMC. WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE. 


Since taking over as Cougars’ coach three years ago, Bronco Mendenhall has put the Cougars back on 

the map. A 6-6 record in his inaugural year of 2005 has been followed by two straight 1 1-win sea- 

sons and a perfect 16-0 record in the Mountain West Conference. And he has the material on hand 
in 2008 to keep it rolling, at least on offense. 

Junior quarterback Max Hall is the triggerman. He threw for 

26 scores and almost 4,000 yards last fall, with a 60.1-percent 

BYU completion rate. His top four receivers all return as well. Tight end 

Dennis Pitta, who joined Hall on the All-MWC first team, com- 


bined with wide receiver Austin Collie for 115 receptions and 12 
Gi O J G A RS touchdown grabs, and Collie posted a team-high 16.9 yards per 
catch. Wideout Michael Reed pitched in with four TD catches. 


Running back Harvey Unga, the reigning MWC Freshman of 
the Year, is another valuable receiver with 44 catches out of the backfield last fall. He also set the con- 
ference’s freshman rushing record with 1,227 yards at 5.0 per carry. He scored 13 touchdowns on 
the ground and four more on pass receptions. An offensive line that returns four starters, led by 
guard Ray Feinga and tackle Dallas Reynolds, both 6'5", 330 pounds-plus, will keep Mendenhall’s 
high-octane offense firing on all cylinders. 

The defense loses its top two tacklers and the entire starting secondary from a year ago, but end 
Jan Jorgensen should once again cause opposing offenses some painful moments after a 20-tackle- 
for-a-loss, 14-sack sophomore campaign in ’07. Linebacker David Nixon posted 66 tackles, in- 
cluding 10 behind the line, and should steady things in the rebuilt back seven. 

BYU will test itself against the Pac-10 for two September contests — at Washington and home 
against UCLA. The Cougars will have to travel to take on their closest conference competitors — 
TCU on Oct. 16 and Utah in the Nov. 22 finale. 


» Sophomore sensation Hall became the Mountain West Conference’s most prolific sophomore quarter- 
back of all time with 3,848 yards. 

» Fantastic freshman Unga set a new MWC record with 1,840 all-purpose yards. 

» Friendly confines BYU is a perfect 12—0 at home over the last two years. 


PRESEASON OW 25 


The Sun Devils enjoyed a three-game turnaround, from 7-6 and 
losing three of their last five games in 2006, to 10-3 in Dennis 
Erickson’s first season. For 2008, six starters are back on offense 
and seven on defense. Quarterback Rudy Carpenter has been 
characterized as tough more than anything else, but he is also 
remarkably skilled. Last year he completed 62 percent of his 
passes for 3,202 yards and 25 touchdowns. 

Carpenter's supporting cast looks generally familiar, with his 
top two receivers — Chris McGaha and Michael Jones — and 
leading rusher Keegan Herring also back for 08. McGaha and 


ARIZONA STATE 
SUN DEVILS 


Jones combined for 107 receptions at 15 yards per catch. Mc- 
Gaha led the team with 61 catches; Jones posted team highs 


with a 16.7-yard average and 10 touchdowns. Herring and Dmitri Nance ran for » lron man Carpenter has started 

more yards than any other teammate duo in the Pac-10 coming back for 2008. To- more consecutive games (31) than 

gether they rushed for 1,315 yards and 12 touchdowns in ’07. Their differing styles any other active quarterback in the 

— Herring is explosive and fast; Nance is a 220-pound power back — complement nation. 

each other beautifully. The offensive line will be rebuilt around gargantuan (6'6", » Possessive The 2007 Sun Devils 

336) guard Paul Fanaika, with Shawn Lauvao back at the other guard. held onto the football for an aver- 
Linebacker Travis Goethel is the top returning tackler, though safety Troy Nolan age of 33:08 per game, ranking 


is the most dynamic defender, having totaled 64 tackles and six interceptions last fall. He returned two _ third nationally. 

of his picks for scores. The front four is a veteran unit featuring returning starters Dexter Davis, Luis __» Trifecta Erickson is the only coach 

Vasquez and David Smith. Ends Davis and Vasquez collected 25 tackles behind the line and 15 sacks be- to have been named Pac-10 Coach 

tween them a year ago. Smith picked off a pass from his tackle position and rumbled 18 yards with the of the Year at three different 

return. schools — Washington State, Ore- 
The Sun Devils and the Georgia Bulldogs will meet this year for the first time, at Sun Devil Stadium _gon State and Arizona State. 

on Sept. 20. The month of October features trips to California and USC and a home date with Oregon. 


BYU: Brad Schloss; AZ State: Stephen Brashear; Illinois: Peter Brouillet; 


Tennessee: Paul Levy 
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Juice Williams is determined to become more of a quarterback and less of an athlete who lines up 
under center and takes off with the ball. Progress was made when he improved his completion 
percentage from 39.5 as a freshman in 2006 to 57.3 last season, and he slightly upped his 
touchdown-to-interception ratio. And in the Rose Bowl the Illini signal-caller was 21-of-35 for 
245 yards against USC. But Williams is dangerous with the ball in his hands and room to run, 
having compiled over 1,300 rushing yards in his first two years. Eddie McGee, 29-of-55 in 10 
games last season, is still around for a change of pace. 

Arrelious Benn caught 54 passes in his first year as a collegian and was named Big Ten Fresh- 
man of the Year by both the media and coaches. He also averaged 4.9 yards on 32 rushing at- 

tempts. But he is a wide 

Za | y receiver, and a replacement 

ILLI N 0 iS for Rashard Mendenhall, the 

a most productive running 

back in the Big Ten last sea- 

ss son, remains a question 

mark. Junior Daniel Dufrene 

could be the man, though incoming freshman Mikel LeShoure likely will be in the mix. Three 
starters are back on the offensive line to help. 

Coach Ron Zook must replace his best defensive player in linebacker J Leman, who far out- 
paced the rest of the team with 132 tackles last season. The strength of the defense is up front, 
where three starters return to action. Will Davis, who led Illini defenders with 12.5 tackles for 
a loss and 9.5 sacks, leads the charge. Sophomore Josh Brent is an immovable, 6'2", 325-pound 
force in the middle. Junior Vontae Davis rates as one of the best cornerbacks in the nation. 

The 2008 conference slate opens up with trips to Penn State on Sept. 27 and Michigan a 
week later. The Illini will also have to take on Wisconsin on the road, but Ohio State comes 
to Champaign-Urbana on Nov. 15. 


» Ground Illini Illinois has led the Big Ten in rushing for each of the last two years. 
» Turnaround Illinois’ seven-game improvement in the win column from 2006 to 2007 was the nation’s best. 
» Offensive The 2007 Illini set school records with 3,338 rushing yards and 5,525 total yards. 
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The Volunteers are rarely afraid to lean on their running game, and with a new starting quarterback, 
2008 will be true to form. Three talented tailbacks all are back to shoulder the load, with Arian 
Foster front and center, Foster ran for 1,193 yards and 12 touchdowns last 

fall. Montario Hardesty followed up with 373 tough yards and three scores. 

Lennon Creer, last year’s big-time running back recruit, showed flashes of 

his potential with a 5.9-yard average on 36 attempts. All-America guard 

Anthony Parker leads five offensive line starters back into the trenches, so 

there should be openings for the backs to run through. | 

Erik Ainge, the starting quarterback ————] 

for most of the last four years, is gone. 

Former Parade All-American Jonathan 

Crompton enters his junior year with 

the reins of Phillip Fulmer’s offense in VO LU NTE F RS 

his hands. Crompton, the North Car- 

olina native with 14 game appearances 

and one start under his belt, throws and runs with authority. One of the top wide receiver groups 
in the SEC — Lucas Taylor, Austin Rogers, and Josh Briscoe — will help ease Crompton’s tran- 
sition to starting status. The trio combined for 185 catches for 15 touchdowns and well over 
2,000 yards a year ago. 

Jerod Mayo’s early departure for the NFL leaves Rico McCoy as the top returning tackler 
with 106 total stops last fall. If Demetrice Morley and Eric Berry aren't the best safety tandem 
in college football, they're certainly one of the top three. Morley collected 51 tackles, including 
seven behind the line, and two interceptions in 2006 before sitting out last season. Berry inter- 
cepted five passes with 222 total return yards and a score as a true freshman last fall. Robert Ayers 
is back at end after leading the 2007 Vols in both tackles for a loss (12) and sacks (four). 

After returning from the Sept. 1 UCLA game in Pasadena, UT will host UAB before taking 
on Florida in Knoxville and Auburn on the road to close out the month. The Georgia game is 
in Athens on Oct. 11, and LSU is off the schedule this year. 


» Quarterback safety The 2007 Vols led the nation for fewest sacks allowed with four. 

» So close Foster is 685 yards shy of establishing a new Tennessee career rushing record. 

» Still No. 1 Fulmer’s winning percentage of .766 (147-45) is still the highest of all FBS coaches with 
10 or more years. 
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At a school known for changing quarterbacks on a yearly basis, Graham Harrell has brought stability to 
the position at Texas Tech. With Harrell entering his third year as the starter and wide receiver 
Michael Crabtree also back, coach Mike Leach’s Red Raiders should continue to throw the ball more 
prolifically than anyone else on the planet. 
Asa sophomore in 2006, Harrell threw for 
4,555 yards, then followed that up last year by 
TEXAS TE C Hi becoming the sixth player in NCAA history to 
throw for more than 5,000 yards in a season. 
He has completed 69 percent of his 1,385 ca- 
R F D RA| D F RS reer passes for 10,682 yards, and has thrown 
86 touchdown passes over the last two seasons 
alone. 

In 2007, Crabtree amassed the gaudiest receiving numbers of any freshman who ever played the 
game. He caught 134 passes for 1,962 yards and 22 touchdowns, became the school’s first unani- 
mous All-American since linebacker Zach Thomas in 1995 and won the Biletnikoff Award as the 
nation’s top receiver, 

All three of the running backs who shared the load in 2007 return, with Shannon Woods lead- 
ing the way after a 439-yard campaign. First-team All-Big 12 guard Louis Vasquez leads four re- 
turning starters back to action in the offensive line. There are eight starters back on defense, with 
linebacker Marlon Williams the top returning tackler. End Brandon Williams, who posted team 
highs with 12.5 tackles for a loss and six sacks, is back along with cornerback Jamar Wall, who led 
the team with five interceptions. 

Missouri is mercifully missing from the 2008 schedule, but Texas will come calling on Nov. 1. 
There is an open date before the trip to Oklahoma on Noy, 22. 


Harrell hits new high In the Red Raiders’ 31—28 win over Virginia on New Year’s Day, Harrell set a new 
Gator Bowl record with 407 passing yards. 

Atop the charts Crabtree led the nation in receptions, receiving yards and touchdown catches. 
Postseason regulars Mike Leach has coached Texas Tech to bow! games in each of the eight seasons since 
he took over in Lubbock. 
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The Ducks were in the national championship conversation last 
fall before the knee injury to quarterback Dennis Dixon si- 
lenced the talk. Or at least changed the subject to what could 
have been. Dixon and 1,722-yard rusher Jonathan Stewart are 
both gone now, leaving the ball in the hands of a first-time 
starting quarterback (Justin Roper or Nate Costa) and a run- 
ning back (LeGarrette Blount) new to campus. 


OREGON 
DUCKS 


Roper finished the season as Oregon's quarterback and set a 
Sun Bowl record with four touchdown passes in the 56-21 win 
over South Florida. And this was only his fifth game appearance 
of the year after opening the season fifth-string. Roper, a 6'6" 
pocket passer, or Costa, a more mobile sophomore who has 
been battling knee issues, both have an equal shot at the job 


going into the fall. Whoever lines up under center will have last year’s top two pass » The curse With a 34-24 loss to 
catchers to work with. Wide receiver Jaison Williams has caught 138 passes for 2,073 Arizona, Oregon became the fifth 
yards and 17 touchdowns over his career, and tight end Ed Dickson is back after a team to lose last season after as- 3 
43-reception, three-touchdown output in ’07. . cending to No. 2 in the polls. zg 
Blount is the top-rated running back coming out of the junior college ranks this » Big loss Departed Duck tailback 
year (East Mississippi Community College). All-America center Max Unger and All- Jonathan Stewart finished sev- 
Pac-10 tackle Fenuki Tupou are stalwarts in a big, experienced, run-blocking line. enth in the nation in rushing last Fy 
Safety Patrick Chung and cornerback Walter Thurmond III are back after finishing 1-2 on the team season at 132.5 yards per game. Fi EI 
in tackles last season. Chung, a second-team All-American entering his fourth year as a starter, registered» Push’em back Oregon defenders = = 
117 tackles and two interceptions last season. Thurmond led the team with five interceptions and a led the nation last fall in tackles 23 
whopping 18 pass breakups. End Nick Reed put up some impressive numbers of his own with 22.5 tack- for losses, with an average of 9.4 5 5 
les for a loss and 12 sacks, and he’s back to lead the charge up front. per game. 


USC, Arizona State and California are all midseason road games for the Ducks this season. The Civil 
War is slated for Corvallis on Dec. 1. 
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USF began playing intercollegiate football in 1997. lt joined Division I-A in 2001, and by the seventh 
game of the 2007 season, the Bulls were the No. 2-ranked team in the country. The school’s en- 
tire meteoric rise has been overseen by coach Jim Leavitt, who was hired as head coach on Dec. 
12, 1995, before the program even existed. Of course, as the No. 2 team in the country, the Bulls 
lost. Their six-game winning streak to start the season ended with a 30-27 loss at Rutgers, but 
their 9-4 record in 2007 and the return of most of last year’s cast point to more success in ’08. 
The main weapon in Leavitt’s arsenal is quarterback Matt Grothe, who paced the team in 
both passing and rushing last fall. He ran for 872 yards and 10 touchdowns, and completed 59 
percent of his passes for 2,670 yards and 14 more scores. Grothe shared ball-carrying responsi- 
bilities with Mike 
Ford, who ran for 
645 yards and 12 
touchdowns as a 
true freshman B U LLS 
last year. Ford, a 
former five-star recruit from Sarasota, should begin to shoulder more of the 
rushing load now that he has a year’s experience under his belt. He was 
named Big East Offensive Player of the Week following his 140-yard, two- 
touchdown game against Louisville. The top four receivers are back to help 
Grothe become an even more proficient passer. Wide receivers Carlton 
Mitchell, Jessie Hester Jr. and Taurus Johnson teamed up for 106 receptions last fall and had four 
touchdown catches apiece. In the offensive line, only one starter needs to be replaced. 
Linebacker Tyron McKenzie, the leading tackler on last year’s team, leads seven returning de- 
fensive starters. End George Selvie, who can usually be found wreaking havoc in the opponent’s 
backfield, is the centerpiece of the unit. Nate Allen returns at safety after picking off four passes 
last year and returning one for a score. 
The Bulls will host resurgent Kansas in a Sept. 12 matchup. Pitt and Rutgers also must visit Raymond James Stadium 
in 2008. The regular-season finale is a trip to Morgantown. 


» Ball hawks USF tied for first in the nation (with Cincinnati) in takeaways last season with 42. 
» Behind the lines Selvie led the nation in 2007 with 31.5 tackles for a loss, and finished second in sacks with 14.5. 
» Efficient The 2007 Bulls ranked eighth in the nation in pass efficiency defense. 


PRESEASON CDE 25 


Virginia Tech coach Frank Beamer has a pair of quarterbacks with complementary styles — Sean 
Glennon, the dropback passer, and Tyrod Taylor, the dual threat; and he has an offensive line 
with four returning starters. What he doesn’t have is a ball-carrier who has 


proven himself as an every-down back or a wide receiver who caught more 
than three passes in game action last year. 

Glennon was 143-of-235 for 1,796 yards and 12 touchdowns through 
the air while sharing the job with Taylor, who was 72-of-134 with five 


touchdown tosses. Taylor's value lies in his ability to create plays and turn 
a bad situation into something 


good. There is a host of candi- 

dates for the tailback job, VI RG IN IA TE C | 
though at the moment Taylor is 

the best ball-carrier on the 

team. The most accomplished H O K | FS 


receivers back from last year are 

tight ends Sam Wheeler and Greg Boone, with 26 receptions and one touchdown between them. 
Converted quarterbacks Ike Whitaker and Cory Holt and speedy, athletic Zach Luckett will try 
to fill the void left by the graduation of the top four wide receivers. 

Replacing linebackers Xavier Adibi and Vince Hall and cornerback Brandon Flowers — last 
year’s top three tacklers — is a challenge. But rover Kam Chancellor and linebacker Cam Mar- 
tin can pick up the slack. Orion Martin racked up 10.5 tackles for a loss and batted down five 
passes, and is back at end. Cornerback Victor “Macho” Harris, with five interceptions and one 
returned for a score last year, will slide over into the boundary corner vacated by Flowers. 

The Hokies will travel to North Carolina in September then to Boston College and Florida 
State back-to-back in October. Maryland and Virginia both come calling in Blacksburg in No- 
vember. 


» The defenders As usual, the Hokie defense ranked among the nation’s best last year, finishing fifth 
against the run, fourth overall and third against scoring. 

» Stopping drives The Virginia Tech defense also finished fourth nationally in third-down efficiency 
defense, allowing opponents to convert on only 65 of 223 attempts. 

» Double digits Virginia Tech has won 10 or more games in each of the last four seasons. 
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There was a time not long ago when a five-loss season at Rutgers would have been a cause for cel- 
ebration. Now that Greg Schiano has established the Scarlet Knights’ program as a player on the 
national stage, last year’s 8-5 record was seen as a letdown. 

Replacing running back Ray Rice is a tall order. Kordell Young and Mason Robinson are 
promising sophomores, but neither is proven yet. Mike Teel returns at quarterback after a jun- 
ior year in which he threw for 3,147 yards and set a school record with 20 touchdown passes. 
On the other end of Teel’s aerials again will be wideouts Tiquan Underwood and Kenny Britt, 
each of whom surpassed the 1,000-yard receiving mark last fall. They combined for 127 recep- 

tions, 15 for scores, and both averaged 


more than 16 yards per catch. Kevin 
RUTG ERS Brock contributed 23 catches from his 
tight end spot. 
S CAR | FT K N | (5 HTS The offensive line surrendered only 
10 sacks last season and paved the way 


for Rice’s amazing season, but three 
starters need to be replaced. Sophomore tackle Anthony Davis is the anchor. 

End Jamaal Westerman is the mainstay of the defensive line, having broken through oppo- 
nents’ lines for 14 tackles for a loss and eight sacks last year. The team’s leading tackler, Court- 
ney Greene, returns to his safety post after notching 101 total stops in 2007. Jason and Devin 
McCourty return at cornerback. Devin picked off two passes and scored with one; Jason notched 
a team-high 12 pass breakups. 

The 2008 schedule finds the toughest conference competition — West Virginia, Pittsburgh 
and South Florida — all hosting Rutgers at their places. The Louisville game is at Rutgers on 
Thursday, Dec. 4. 


» Yards and more yards The 2007 Scarlet Knights became the first team in NCAA history with a 3,000-yard passer, a 2,000- 
yard rusher and two 1,000-yard receivers all in the same season. 

» Conference first With 2,012 yards for the year, Rice became the first player in Big East history to rush for more than 2,000 
yards in a season. 

» No fly zone The Scarlet Knights finished 2007 ranked fifth in the nation in pass defense, giving up just 170.6 yards per game. 
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Penn State came in fifth in the Big Ten last season at 4-4 despite a 9-4 overall record. Coach Joe Pa- 
terno, ranked second to Florida State's Bobby Bowden among active FBS coaches with 372 wins 
to Bowden's 373, welcomes back eight starters on offense. But tailback Rodney Kinlaw, who ran 
for 1,329 yards in 2007, and quarterback Anthony Morelli aren't among them. 

At quarterback, Daryll Clark has the experience — he is 20-of-36 for his career — and the 
verve. He came off the bench to run for 
50 yards, including an 11-yard touch- 
down burst, and spark the Lions to a PENN STATE 
24-17 Alamo Bowl win over Texas 
A&M. The other candidate is former N ITTANY LIO N S 
Parade All-American Pat Devlin, a 
drop-back passer with two years in the 
system and little experience. Clark should get the nod to start the season. 

The new tailback is sophomore Evan Royster, who scored the game-winning touchdown against 
Texas A&M on a 38-yard run, and posted a 6.3-yard average on 82 carries for the season. The of- 
fensive line, with five starters back and honors candidates in guard Rich Ohrnberger and center 
A.Q. Shipley, will clear the way. Derrick Williams, Deon Buder and Jordan Norwood are among 
the most productive pass-catchers in school history, and all are back for 2008. Last season, Williams 
led the team with 55 catches, Butler had a team-high 633 receiving yards, and Norwood led with 
five touchdown grabs. 

All-America linebacker Dan Connor must be replaced, and Sean Lee, whose 138 tackles last sea- 
son trailed only Connor's 145, was lost for the year with a knee injury in the spring. End Maurice 
Evans is an All-American who registered 21.5 tackles for a loss and 12.5 sacks last fall. Anthony 
Scirrotto is back at strong safety with 10 career interceptions to his credit. 

The Nittany Lions will face eight 2007 bowl teams in 2008. They will host Illinois, Michigan 
and Michigan State in Beaver Stadium, but must travel to Wisconsin and Ohio State. 


artzman, Penn State: Bill Wood; Wake Forest: Brian Ebner; Fresno State: Larry Smith 


» Happy holidays Penn State’s 67.5 bowl winning percentage is second-best nationally among teams 
with at least 10 bowl victories. 

» Half a thousand The 2007 Alamo Bowl was Paterno’s 500th game as Penn State’s head coach. 

» Go for it The 2007 Nittany Lions finished second in the nation in fourth-down conversions, turning 11 
of 14 attempts into first downs. 


Rutgers: 
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Wake Forest is enjoying the most successful period of its football history, and all the credit goes to 
its coach. Jim Grobe has instilled a disciplined, blue-collar approach to the game into his pro- 
gram and it has resulted in 20 wins over the last two years. 

Grobe’s field general is Riley Skinner, proud owner of school records for completion per- 
centage in a season (NCAA-high 72.4 percent last fall) and career (69.5 percent in his first two 
years). Skinner will be looking for some new targets this year, with Kenny Moore and tight 
end John Tereshinski no longer around. Chip Brinkman, a nine-game starter with 27 catches 
on the year, and Demir Boldin are situated atop the depth chart. Jordan Williams, the only 
true freshman to play for Wake last year, posted a team-high 15.7-yard average and caught a 

62-yard TD pass from Skin- 
ner in the NC State game. 

WAKE FO REST He will have a regular spot in 
the rotation. 

D E M O N D EAC () N S Grobe’s offense works best 
when the running game is 
clicking, and Josh Adams, 

who ran for 953 yards and 11 touchdowns last fall, is back at tailback. The offensive line re- 

quires some rebuilding, but guard Barrett McMillin and tackles Joe Birdsong and Jeff Griffin 
are proven performers. 

Nine starters are back on defense, including the top five tacklers. Leading tackler Chip 
Vaughn (106 total stops) is back at strong safety. Cornerback Alphonso Smith tied for first in 
the nation with eight interceptions and ran three back for scores. Linebacker Aaron Curry also 
scored three times on interception returns and notched 99 tackles, including 13.5 for a loss. 

The Deacs open their 2008 conference slate at Florida State on Sept. 20, following an open 
date. The Clemson game at Wake on Oct. 9 could have major ACC repercussions. 


» Getting to be a habit The Demon Deacons have been to bow! games in back-to-back seasons for the first time in school history. 
» Reliable Riley In only two seasons Skinner has tied a school record with 18 wins by a starting quarterback. 
» They’ve arrived Wake Forest is one of only 18 teams in the FBS to have won 20 games over the last two seasons. 
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If there is a BCS buster to look for in 2008 (and if BYU isn’t it), it’s 
probably going to be Fresno State. The Bulldogs are coming off a 
9-4 season with a 40-28 Humanitarian Bowl win over Georgia 
Tech to propel them into 2008. Reigning Humanitarian Bowl 
MVP Tom Brandstater returns for his senior year at quarterback. 
He completed 63 percent of his passes last year for 2,654 yards and 


FRESNO STATE 
BULLDOGS 


15 touchdowns, ran for three more scores and managed coach Pat 
Hill’s offense flawlessly. 

Brandstater’s favorite targets also return in wide receiver Marlon 
Moore and tight end Bear Pascoe. They caught 93 passes, nine for 
touchdowns, between them in 2007. Ryan Matthews turned in a 
huge freshman season with a team-high 866 rushing yards, aver- 


aging six yards per carry and scoring 14 touchdowns. Lonyae Miller, the starter, » Smart decisions Brandstater 
ran for 609 yards and seven scores. And with three starters back up front, 2008 threw just five interceptions all year, 
should bring more of the same. fewest by a Fresno State quarter- 


On the other side of the ball, the Bulldogs must replace WAC Defensive MVP back since Billy Volek’s three in 1999. 
Marcus Riley at linebacker, and team sack leader Tyler Clutts. The unit will be » Young upstart Matthews aver- 
rebuilt around linebacker Ben Jacobs and three returning starters in the second- aged 6.0 yards per carry as a fresh- 
ary. Tackle Jon Monga also returns after breaking through for 11 tackles for a loss man. He led the Bulldogs with 866 
and 6.5 sacks last fall. Junior A.J. Jefferson is dangerous in the return game. yards on the ground. 

The 2008 Bulldogs will tackle a brutal slate — but what's new? Fresno plays at Rutgers, hosts Wisconsin» Going the distance Jefferson led 
and travels to UCLA all in the month of September. The WAC title could be settled on Nov. 28 when _ the nation last year with a 35.8-yard 
the Bulldogs visit Boise State. average on 26 kickoff returns. 
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Special Advertising Section 


2008 Johnny Unitas® 
Golden Arm Award“ 


presented by 


fre uNc ania 


ften times college football fans and the media 
become so enthralled with touchdown passes, 
elusive runs, ferocious tackles and quarterback 
sacks that we lose sight of other important aspects 


of college athletics. The Golden Arm Award, 
presented annually to the top senior quarterback by the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Foundation, encapsulates all that is 
positive in college sports. The award acknowledges 
performance on the field for sure. But it goes beyond 
completion percentage and touchdown strikes. The award 
values character, citizenship, integrity and those who honor the 
game. 


“The winner of the Golden Arm Award is recognized not 
only for his athletic accomplishments, but also for his character, 
citizenship, scholastic achievement, leadership qualities, and 
athletic abilities,” says John Unitas, Jr., President of the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc. The Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award bears the name of the man many 


refer to as the finest quarterback ever to play the game of 


football. 


In addition to honoring a player with the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award, the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Educational Foundation, Inc., has awarded more than 
$550,000 in scholarships to deserving scholar-athletes from 
local area high schools both in Maryland and Kentucky. 


“Despite my Dad’s outstanding accomplishments, he never 
forgot his humble beginnings, and this won him a permanent 
place in the hearts of all who ever knew him,” notes Unitas, Jr. 
“Giving life to his commitment to ‘give back,’ the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc., was 
established to promote football on all levels by providing 
financial aid to deserving young athletes.” 
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TOP SENIOR QUARTERBACKS FOR 2008 
C.J. BACHER, NORTHWESTERN 

TODD BOECKMAN, OHIO STATE 

TOM BRANDSTATER, FRESNO STATE 

HUNTER CANTWELL, LOUISVILLE 

RUDY CARPENTER, ARIZONA STATE 

CHASE CLEMENT, RICE 

CHASE DANIEL, MISSOURI 

JOE GANZ, NEBRASKA 

CULLEN HARPER, CLEMSON 

GRAHAM HARRELL, TEXAS TECH 

CHASE HOLBROOK, NEW MEXICO STATE 

BRIAN HOYER, MICHIGAN STATE 

BRIAN JOHNSON, UTAH 

TYLER LORENZEN, CONNECTICUT 

STEPHEN MCGEE, TEXAS A&M 

CURTIS PAINTER, PURDUE 

JOHN PARKER WILSON, ALABAMA 

MIKE TEEL, RUTGERS 
WILLIE TUITAMA, ARIZONA 
PAT WHITE, WEST VIRGINIA 
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PRESEASON ALL-AMERICA 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 


QB TIM TEBOW, FLORIDA 
6'3" 232 JUNIOR 
The first sophomore ever to win the Heisman Trophy, Tebow 


started all 13 games and accounted for 55 touchdowns — 32 


through the air and 23 on the ground. He led the Gators in 
rushing with 895 yards, amassed 4,181 yards of total of- 
fense, and became the first player in NCAA 
history to run and throw for 20 or more 
touchdowns each in the same season. 


RB KNOWSHON MORENO, GEORGIA 
5'11" 207. SOPHOMORE 
The SEC’s reigning Freshman of the Year and 
a consensus 2007 all-conference selection, 
Moreno ran over, around and through oppos- 
ing defenses to the tune of 1,334 yards. The 
New Jersey import averaged 103 rushing 
yards per game and 5.4 per carry, scored 14 
touchdowns and added 20 pass receptions 
to the Bulldog cause. 


RB CHRIS WELLS, OHIO STATE 
ble P2387 JUNIOR 

Was was a bright spot in the BCS Champi- 

onship game with 146 rushing yards and a 


OL ANTHONY PARKER, TENNESSEE 

6'3" 300 SENIOR 
A consensus first-team All-SEC honoree and second-team AP 
All-American in 2007, Parker returns for his final season as the 
spearhead of the Tennessee offensive line. Last season, he 
started 13 games at left guard for the Big Orange O-Line that 
led the nation with just four sacks allowed. 


OL DUKE ROBINSON, OKLAHOMA 

65" 330 SENIOR 
Over the course of his starting career, the 2007 AP and AFCA 
first-team All-American has registered more than 200 knock- 
down blocks, including highs of 13 against Miami last year. He 
graded out at 85 percent as a blocker for the season. 


OL ANDRE SMITH, ALABAMA 

6'5" 340 JUNIOR 
Smith is a 340-pound load who has been entrenched as the 
starter at the crucial left tackle position for the Tide since the 
day he first enrolled in school as a 2006 freshman. Last year, he 
landed on the All-SEC first team and captured the Jacobs Block- 
ing Trophy as the conference’s best offensive lineman. 


OL RYAN STANCHEK, WEST VIRGINIA 
6'4" 300 SENIOR 


65-yard run in the contest. The 2007 Buck- 
eyes’ Most Valuable Player, Wells ran for a school sophomore 
record 1,609 yards and 15 touchdowns for the year, averaging 
just under six yards per carry and eclipsing 
the century mark in nine separate games. 


WR MICHAEL CRABTREE, TEXAS TECH 
6'3" 208 SOPHOMORE 
Crabtree won the 2007 Biletnikoff Award 
after leading the nation and setting NCAA 
freshman records with 134 receptions, 1,962 
receiving yards and 22 TD catches. He was 
the Big 12’s co-Freshman of the Year and a 
unanimous first-team All-American. 


WR PERCY HARVIN, FLORIDA 

S11" 178 JUNIOR 
In his two years as a Gator, Harvin has 
rushed for 1,192 yards — not bad for a wide 
receiver. He sports a 9.6-yard career rushing 
average with nine TDs. He has caught 93 


MICHAEL CRABTREE 


Stanchek enters his fourth season as a regular. He was a 
Freshman All-American in 2005, second-team All-Big East in 
’06, and FWAA first-team All-America in ’07. He had 103 knock- 
down blocks on a 2007 line that paved the way for almost 300 
rushing yards per game and facilitated 1,000-yard seasons for 
both Patrick White and Steve Slaton. 


C JONATHAN LUIGS, ARKANSAS 

6'4" 314 SENIOR 
Luigs spearheaded the line that cleared the way for two 1,000- 
yard rushers — Darren McFadden and Felix Jones. He actually 
graded higher on passing plays (96.9 percent) than on running 
plays (86.1 percent), grading out at 90.4 percent overall. He 
has been a consensus first-team All-SEC choice the last two 
years, won the Rimington Award last season as a junior and 
now enters his fourth year as a starter. 


K THOMAS WEBER, ARIZONA STATE 

6'1" 205 SOPHOMORE 
Weber, the 2007 Groza Award winner as the nation’s best 
kicker, set a school record by connecting on 17 straight field 


passes for 1,285 yards and six more scores. 
As a sophomore last season, the double-threat from Virginia 
Beach averaged 14.5 yards on 59 catches. 


TE TRAVIS BECKUM, WISCONSIN 

Gay 220 SENIOR 
After spending his freshman year as a backup on defense and 
on special teams, Beckum has made a splash at tight end over 
the last two seasons. As a 2007 All-American, Beckum caught 
75 passes — 45 more than anybody else on the team. His 982 
receiving yards last fall topped the nation’s tight ends. 


goals over the first nine games of the season. He missed only 


TRAVIS BECKUM ne of his 25 attempts all year and landed on the All-Pac 10 and 


AP All-America first teams. 


P KEVIN HUBER, CINCINNATI 

6'2" 224 SENIOR 
Huber led the nation in 2007 with a 46.9-yard average on 57 
punts. On 26 of his boots (34 percent) he nailed Bearcat oppo- 
nents inside their own 20, and not one was blocked. Huber 
ended up on the All-Big East first team, and also was first-team 
AP All-America. 
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Crabtree: Layne Murdoch; Beckum: Bruce Schwartzman 


Evans: Bruce Schwartzman;Mays, Laurinaitis: John Grieshop 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 


DT TERRILL BYRD, CINCINNATI 
6'0" 271 SENIOR 
Two years ago, Byrd registered 8.5 tackles behind the line. 
Last season, he doubled that number, coming away with a 
team-high 17, including 15 solos, for minus- 
77 yards. He also posted eight sacks from 
his inside position, seven of the solo variety, 
for 56 yards in losses. Byrd is a two-time 
first-team All-Big East honoree, and last 
year he landed on the AP All-America sec- 
ond-team. 


DT GERALD McCOY, OKLAHOMA 
6'4" 289 SOPHOMORE 
That stubborn clog in the middle of the 
Oklahoma defensive front, McCoy racked up 
6.5 tackles for a loss and a pair of sacks in 
2007. He logged two tackles behind the line, 
a sack and a quarterback hurry in OU’s reg- 
ular-season win over Missouri, and added 
two more tackles for a loss and a sack 
against Texas A&M. 


DE MAURICE EVANS, PENN STATE 
6'2" 264 JUNIOR 
Evans is a consensus first-team All-Big Ten 
returnee. Among his 54 total stops last fall 
were 21.5 for 117 yards in losses. He also 
registered 12.5 sacks for the year. In the 
win at Indiana, Evans racked up 4.5 tackles 
for a loss with 3.5 sacks and forced two 
fumbles, one of which he returned 55 yards 
to set up a field goal. He forced two fum- 
bles in the Alamo Bow! win over Texas A&M. 


DE GEORGE SELVIE, USF 

6'4" 242 JUNIOR 
Selvie has accumulated eye-popping num- 
bers: 46.5 tackles for a loss, 20 sacks, 22 
quarterback hurries and seven forced fum- 
bles over just the last two years. He led the 
nation last fall with 31.5 tackles behind the 
line, establishing a Big East record, and 
came in second nationally with 14.5 sacks. 
Selvie was named the Big East Defensive Player of the Year 
and was a consensus first-team All-America. 


LB JAMES LAURINAITIS, OHIO STATE 
6'3" 240 SENIOR 
In 2006, Laurinaitis won the Nagurski Award 
as the nation’s top defensive player. Last 
year, he added the Butkus Award as the na- 
tion’s best linebacker. He was also the Big 
Ten Defensive Player of the Year and a con- 
sensus All-American. Last year, he totaled 
121 stops, with 8.5 of them for losses and 
five sacks. He also picked off two passes. 


LB REY MAUALUGA, USC 

613". "250 SENIOR 
and fae drops into coverage better than 
the average 250-pounder, as his three ca- 
reer interceptions attest. He has 194 career 
tackles and has batted down eight pass at- 
tempts. He had 10.5 tackles behind the line, 
including six sacks, in 2007, and is a two- 
time first-team All-Pac-10 selection. 


TAYLOR MAYS 


JAMES LAURINAITIS 
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ALL-AMERICA 


LB SCOTT McKILLOP, PITTSBURGH 

6'2" 240 SENIOR 
McKillop led the nation in total tackles with 12.6 per game and 
finished second in solos with 8.2. Of his 151 total stops, nine 
were for losses totaling 31 yards. Of all the plays Mckillop 
made last fall, none was bigger than the stop he made on West 
Virginia’s Steve Slaton on 4th-and-3 late in the fourth quarter, 
blunting a Mountaineer drive and securing the Panthers’ mem- 
orable 13-9 victory to close the season. McKillop was on the 
All-Big East first team and AP All-America third team. 


CB MIKE MICKENS, CINCINNATI 

6'0" 170 SENIOR 
Mickens was selected to the Football Writers Association of 
America All-America team as well as first-team All-Big East in 
2007 after a season in which he collected 53 tackles and six in- 
terceptions from his cornerback post. He ran two of his picks 
back for touchdowns, including a 79-yard streak up the sideline 
at then No. 20 USF. He has been a starter all three years in 
Cincinnati. 


CB ALPHONSO SMITH, WAKE FOREST 

Sie emme G7 SENIOR 
Smith tied for first nationally in 2007 with eight interceptions, 
and he ran three back for touchdowns. In two separate games, 
he picked off passes on the opponents’ first play from scrim- 
mage. On one of those occasions the opponent was Boston Col- 
lege’s Matt Ryan, and he scored on that one from 21 yards out. 
Smith snagged end zone interceptions against Florida State and 
NC State, and for good measure, he led the ACC in both passes 
defended with 18 and fumbles forced with four. 


S PATRICK CHUNG, OREGON 

6'0" 210 SENIOR 
Chung finished his debut season of 2005 as the team’s second- 
leading tackler with 58 total stops and was chosen the Pac-10’s 
Freshman of the Year. He registered half of his eight career 
INTs in 2006, when he also ran a punt back for a touchdown. 
Last season, he made first-team All-Pac-10 and second-team 
AP All-America by leading the Ducks in tackles with 117, includ- 
ing 7.5 for a loss, and added two picks and seven pass 
breakups. 


S TAYLOR MAYS, USC 

6'4" 225 JUNIOR 
Mays moved into the lineup at free safety during the first game 
of his freshman season and has not relinquished the assign- 
ment. Mays’ 65 total stops in 2007 ranked third on the team, 
and he posted a career-best 12 in the Oregon game. He has 
registered 127 tackles, four interceptions and nine pass 
breakups his first two seasons, and he has received All-Amer- 
ica mention both years. 


KR A.J. JEFFERSON, FRESNO STATE 

632" * 190 JUNIOR 
Jefferson holds Fresno State’s single-season and career 
records with two kickoff returns for touchdowns. He led the na- 
tion in with a 35.8-yard average on 26 runbacks and was named 
WAC Special Teams Player of the Week three times in 2007. 


PR JEREMY MACLIN, MISSOURI 

6'1" 200 SOPHOMORE 
Maclin was named first-team all-purpose back on both the All- 
Big 12 and AP All-America teams, leading the conference and 
finishing seventh nationally with 198 yards per game. He aver- 
aged 12.3 yards per punt return and brought two back all the 
way. 
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a Sports 
PRESEASON AT EL IVE 


SECOND TEAM 


QUARTERBACK 
Chase Daniel 
RUNNING BACKS 
Noel Devine 
Damion Fletcher 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Aaron Kelly 
Jeremy Maclin 
TIGHT END 
Chase Coffman 


6'0" 


5'8" 
5'10" 


6'5" 
6'1" 


6'6" 


225 Sr. Missouri 
170 So. West Virginia 
175 Jr Southern Miss 
190 Sr Clemson 
200 So. Missouri 
245 Sr. Missouri 


2008 


THIRD TEAM 


QUARTERBACK 
Patrick White 


RUNNING BACKS 
LeSean McCoy 
Javon Ringer 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
Arrelious Benn 
Brandon Gibson 


TIGHT END 
Darius Hill 


6'2" 


ay be 
5'9" 


6'2" 
6'1" 


6'6" 


TE 


IC 
AM 


185 Sr. West Virginia 
210 So. Pittsburgh 

200 Sr. Michigan State 
214 So. _ Illinois 

202 Sr. Washington State 
236 Sr Ball State 


DAMION FLETCHER MALCOLM JENKINS VONTAE DAVIS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Ciron Black 6'5". 314 Jr LSU Alex Boone 68" 312 Sr Ohio State 
Jeff Byers 64" 285 Sr USC Ray Feinga 65" “331 SSE (BYU 
Michael Oher 6'5" 318 Sr Ole Miss Andrew Gardner 66" 297 Sr. Georgia Tech 
Louis Vasquez 66" 335 Sr TexasTech Greg Isdaner 64" 315 Jr West Virginia 
C Alex Mack 6'5" 316 Sr California C Max Unger 65". 300 Sr Oregon 
DEFENSIVE ENDS DEFENSIVE ENDS 
Tyson Jackson 65!" 292..Se LSU Greg Hardy 64" 265 Jr Ole Miss 
Greg Middleton 63" 275 Jr Indiana Nick Reed 62" 255 Sr. Oregon 
DEFENSIVE TACKLES DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
Mitch King 6'3" 264 Sr. Iowa Geno Atkins 61" 290 Jr Georgia 
Vance Walker 6'2" 293 Sr Georgia Tech George Hypolite 61" 285 Sr Colorado 
LINEBACKERS LINEBACKERS Z 
Darry Beckwith OF 23520856. 9 SESU Brian Cushing 64" 240 Sr USC F 
Joe Mortensen 6'l" 250 Sr. Kansas Adam Leonard 6'0" 235 Sr Hawaii : 
Brandon Spikes 63" 245 Jr. Florida Clayton Mullins 6'2" 235 Sr Miami (Ohio) 5 
CORNERBACKS CORNERBACKS E 
Victor Harris 6'0" 192 Sr VirginiaTech Vontae Davis 6'0" 204 Jr. Illinois : 
Malcolm Jenkins 61" 201 Sr. Ohio State D.J. Moore 5'10" 182 ur. Vanderbilt Fd 
SAFETIES SAFETIES : 
Eric Berry 5'11l" 195 So. Tennessee Nic Harris 63" 226 Sr. Oklahoma a 
William Moore 61" 230 Sr Missouri Derek Pegues 5'10" 196 Sr. Mississippi State & 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS H 
K Austin Starr 63" 204 Sr Indiana K Jeff Wolfert 62". 185 Sr Missouri £ 
P Louie Sakoda 5'10" 178 Sr. Utah P Chris Miller 6'2". 211 Sr Ball State 5 
KR Marcus Herford 6'3". 208 Sr Kansas KR David Gilreath 5'11" 154 So. Wisconsin F 
PR Brandon James 5'6" 179 Jr Florida PR Joe Burnett a LLY) eo: Sk. LUGE # 
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ATHLON AWARDS 


ATHLON SPORTS RANKS EVERY UNIT IN EACH CONFERENCE. A “1” SIGNIFIES THE BEST UNIT. 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 


BOSTON COLLEGE 8 11 3 6 1 3 12 
CLEMSON 1 1 1 11 2 10 1 
DUKE 5 10 5 12 5 7 11 
FLORIDA STATE 4 by 2 4 4 5 3 
GEORGIA TECH 10 6 12 10 3 11 10 
MARYLAND 7 9 6 1 11 4 9 
MIAMI 12 2 Y 7 8 6 6 
NORTH CAROLINA 6 8 4 3 10 8 4 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE 9 4 8 5 6 12 7 
VIRGINIA 11 7 7 9 12 at 8 
VIRGINIA TECH 3 12 11 2 9 9 5 
WAKE FOREST 2 3 10 8 7d 2 2 


BIG 12 coNnFERENCE 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
BAYLOR 10 12 7 9 9 10 12 VIRGINIA LB ANTONIO APPLEBY 
COLORADO 11 9 9 10 6 5 9 
IOWA STATE 12 7 11 12 11 9 5 
KANSAS 3 4 4 4 3 1 1 
KANSAS STATE 9 11 10 8 5 6 8 
MISSOURI il 6 1 6 4 2 7 
NEBRASKA 8 3 8 5 7 8 6 
OKLAHOMA 2 1 3 1 1 4 4 
OKLAHOMA STATE 7 8 6 7 12 11 11 
TEXAS 5 4) 5 2 2 3 10 
TEXAS A&M 6 2 12 iil 10 12 3 | 
TEXAS TECH 4 10 2 3 8 7 2 


BIG EAST conFrerence 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
CINCINNATI 6 8 2 7 4 5 1 
CONNECTICUT 5 4 8 5 2 4 3 
LOUISVILLE 4 5 I 2 3 6 5 | 
PITTSBURGH 8 2 3 6 Ss) 3 7 
RUTGERS 3 7 1 3 6 7 2 
SOUTH FLORIDA 2 3 4 4 1 2 os 
SYRACUSE 7 6 5 8 8 8 8 
WEST VIRGINIA 1 1 6 1 7 1 6 


OKLAHOMA DT DeEMARCUS GRANGER 
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BIG TEN CONFERENCE 


QB RB WR/TE OL LB 
ILLINOIS 2 8 4 4 3 - 
INDIANA 4 10 8 7 9 6 S) 
IOWA 8 11 3 6 5 5 8 
MICHIGAN 11 7 10 9 4 di 3 
MICHIGAN STATE 7 3 11 8 11 9 6 
MINNESOTA 6 9 7 11 10 10 11 
NORTHWESTERN 3 6 5 10 8 11 10 
OHIO STATE 1 2 il 1 3 1 1 
PENN STATE 10 5 2 3 1 4 2 
PURDUE 5 4 9 5 7 8 7 
WISCONSIN 9 1 6 2 6 2 9 


CONFERENCE USA F 


QB RB WR/TE OL 


EAST CAROLINA Ra 38 11 3 % % 3 
HOUSTON ip oy 7 oon 3 GD 
MARSHALL 10! dm 6 5 ie ea 
MEMPHIS 70 2 ier Si eS 
RICE oF 9 ES te Ie Say 
SMU Shas Ge er iia eto, tt 
SOUTHERN MISS Se, 2 9 ay 7 pans 
TULANE fie in 10 9 12 60 612 
TULSA f= Sa 1 PRE Sa 
UAB int et0 19) tae tiirae ome 4 610 
UCF Be 36 6 TOE See 
UTEP eee 4 ot aCe eee 4 
MID- AMERICA CONFERENCE | 
WR/TE OL 
AKRON a 4 11 7 : i: is 
BALL STATE a. AO 2 aden 47, 45 
BOWLING GREEN PP Se Loe ee ee: 
BUFFALO 5 «5 7 ee SOROS 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN iy aed 1 Due 198 AOE «10 
EASTERN MICHIGAN {0p eat 12 aan Sri 
KENT STATE rs 13 Sess gn ae 
MIAMI joe? 6 6° aoe ead 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS ae: Pa ee ay ee 8 
OHIO ib +8 Bane tlt eee oe 
TOLEDO 6h eA 3 Menis-le 12, 6 
TEMPLE 1:5— 18 10) oot ie 
WESTERN MICHIGAN Ata) eo 4 Be Ge oth OL 
P MOUNTAI WEST CONFERENCE | 
ty QB WR/TE OL DL LB 
2 AIR FORCE 7 3 6 es Bln: "9 
2 BYU 1 1 2 2 4 4 7 
2 COLORADO STATE ead 9 Le 
23 NEW MEXICO Cha 8 12 Qi ae 
22 SAN DIEGO STATE 8 9 7 8 9 5 5 
8 TCU carats eT ae ae 
%_ UNLV 6-1 kb 1 oe OC 
£2 UTAH 9 3 A rs MES 
Ba WYOMING Se aeaiel : Tt 2 6 Univ Wr CASEY FLAIR 
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ARIZONA 
ARIZONA STATE 
CALIFORNIA 
OREGON 
OREGON STATE 
STANFORD 
UCLA 

USC 
WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON STATE 


SOUTHEASTERN conrerence 


WR/TE 
7 
12 
8 


ALABAMA 
ARKANSAS 
AUBURN 
FLORIDA 
GEORGIA 
KENTUCKY 

LSU 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
OLE MISS 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
TENNESSEE 
VANDERBILT 


ARKANSAS STATE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
NORTH TEXAS 

UL LAFAYETTE 

UL MONROE 

TROY 


WESTERN ATHLETIC conrerence 


BOISE STATE 
FRESNO STATE 
HAWAII 

IDAHO 

LOUISIANA TECH 
NEVADA 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
SAN JOSE STATE 
UTAH STATE 
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BOISE STATE WR JEREMY CHILDS 


Pohi: Craig Mitchelldyer; Doe: Al Kooistra; Childs: Ric Fogel 
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The New 2008 Suzuki Boulevard M109R. 
Own more than a few feet of curb. Massive torque and mind-blowing 
acceleration from 1783cc of GSX-R-inspired, fuel-injected power are 
put to pavement by a huge 240mm rear tire. Inverted forks and radial- 
mount brakes keep it all under control. The power cruiser, redefined 

by Suzuki. suzukicycles.com 


$ SUZUKI 
: Way of Life! 


At Suzuki, we want e' 
speed. Never e 


So always wear 
manual an 


RECRUITING BY CONFERENCE 


ACC RANKINGS BIG TEN RANKINGS 

1,MIAMI 5. NC STATE 9. GEORGIA TECH 1, OHIO STATE 5. WISCONSIN 9, PURDUE 

2. CLEMSON 6, BOSTON COLLEGE 10. VIRGINIA 2. MICHIGAN 6, PENN STATE 10, INDIANA 

3. FLORIDA STATE 7, NORTH CAROLINA 11, WAKE FOREST 3, MINNESOTA 7, MICHIGAN STATE 11, NORTHWESTERN 

4, VIRGINIA TECH 8, MARYLAND 12. DUKE 4, ILLINOIS 8.10WA 

1. DaQuan Bowers (#4) DE 6'5" 265 Bamberg, SC Clemson 1. Terrelle Pryor (#1) QB 6'5" 230 Jeannette, PA Ohio State 

2. Arthur Brown (#7) LB. 6'2" 230 Wichita, KS Miami 2. Michael Brewster (#12) OL 6'5" 300 Orlando, FL Ohio State 

3. Marcus Forston (#11) DT  6'2" 309 Miami, FL Miami 3, Mike Adams (#25) OL 68" 310 Dublin, OH Ohio State 

4. Nigel Bradham (#14) LB 6'2" 227 Crawfordville, FL Florida State 4. Etienne Sabino (#33) LB 63" 230 Sonnylsles, FL Ohio State 

5. EJ. Manuel (#21) QB 64" 201 ‘Virginia Beach, VA Florida State —_5. DeVier Posey (#39) WR 63" 205 — Cincinnati, OH Ohio State 

6. Aldarius Johnson (#30). WR  6'2" 217 = Miami, FL Miami 6. Darryl Stonum (#46) = WR 6'3" 185 Sugar Land, TX Michigan 

7. Ryan Williams (#38) RB 5'10" 200 + Manassas, VA Virginia Tech 7, Boubacar Cissoko (#52) CB 5'9" 175 Detroit, MI Michigan 

8, Brandon Harris (#47) CB  5'10" 185 Miami, FL Miami —_8.J.B. Shugarts (#56) OL 68" 300 Klein, TX Ohio State 

9. Jamie Harper (#49) RB 60" 227 Jacksonville, FL Clemson 9. Lamaar Thomas (#68) ATH 5'11" 186 Fort Washington, MD Ohio State 
10. Mike Glennon (#50) QB 66" 195 Centreville, VA NC State — 10. Dann O'Neill (#69) OL 67" 295 Grand Haven, MI Michigan 
11. Nigel Carr (#59) 1B 63" 220 Jacksonville, FL Florida’State — 11. Jake Stoneburner (#80) TE  6'6" 225 Dublin, OH Ohio State 
12. Ramon Buchanan (#66) ATH 6'1" 181° Melbourne, FL Miami 12. Garrett Goebel (#82) DT 6'5" 280 Villa Park, IL Ohio State 
13, Marcus Robinson (#73) LB  6'2". 210. Homestead, FL Miami 13. Andrew Sweat (#84) LB 6'2". 225 ~~ Washington, PA Ohio State 
14. Brandon Thompson (#81) DT 6'2". 291 ~— Thomasville, GA Clemson 14. Brandon Smith ATH 6'3" 210 New Brunswick, NJ Michigan 
15. Jordan Futch (#86) S/LB 63" 202 — Hollywood, FL Miami — 15. Corey Liuget DE 6'3" 260 Hialeah, FL Illinois 
16. Sean Spence (#88) S/LB 60" 202 Miami, FL Miami — 16. Brandon Beachum ATH 5'11" 220 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
17. Antoine McClain (#93) OL 6'6" 305 Anniston, AL Clemson 17. Michael Mauti LB 6'1". 225 Mandeville, LA Penn State 
18. Brandon Barnes (#98) ATH 60" 180  Bunn,NC NCState 18. Mike Yancich LB 63" 225 ~~ Washington, PA Penn State 
19. Spencer Adams S62" 180 Matthews, NC Clemson 19. Mike Zordich LB. 6'2" 225 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
20. Vinston Painter OL 6S" 300 Norfolk, VA Virginia Tech —20. Cordale Scott ATH 6'3" 200 Cleveland, OH Illinois 

BIG EAST RANKINGS BIG 12 RANKINGS 
1. PITTSBURGH 7. CINCINNATI 1, OKLAHOMA 5. MISSOURI 9. KANSAS 
2, TEXAS 6, NEBRASKA 10. TEXAS TECH 

CMyMeb sls ad lt 3, COLORADO 7, OKLAHOMA STATE 11, BAYLOR 

3. SOUTH FLORIDA 4, TEXAS A&M 8, KANSAS STATE 12, ]OWA STATE 

1, Jonathan Baldwin (#16) WR 6'5" 220 — Aliquippa, PA Pittsburgh 1. Darrell Scott (#3) RB 6'2". 215 ~~ Oxnard, CA Colorado 

2. Lucas Nix (#35) OL 6'6" 300 Jefferson Hills, PA Pittsburgh 2. Jermie Calhoun (#8) RB 60" 210 Van, IX Oklahoma 

3. Shayne Hale (#55) LB 6'4". 240 = Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh 3. RJ. Washington (#10) DE 6'4" 242 — Fort Worth, TX Oklahoma 

4, Josh Jenkins (#97) OL 6'5" 305 Parkersburg, WV West Virginia 4. Stephen Good (#29) OL 6'5" 305 Paris, TX Oklahoma 

5. Averin Collier RB 5'10" 200 += Churchville, NY Syracuse  §. Blaine Gabbert (#32) QB  6'5" 225 Ballwin, MO Missouri 

6. Chris Burns RB S'11". 190 + New Wilmington, PA Pittsburgh 6. Baker Steinkuhler (#37) OL 6'6" 290 Lincoln, NE Nebraska 

7. D.C. Jefferson QB 6'6" 240 ~~ Winter Haven, FL Rutgers 7. Dan Buckner (#40) WR 6'4" 213 — Austin, TX Texas 

8. Darius Ashley RB 5'9" 182 Cincinnati, OH Louisville 8. Jameel Owens (#45) = WR 6'3" 200 Muskogee, OK Oklahoma 

9. Art Forst OL 6'8" 305 Manasquan, NJ Rutgers 9. Cyrus Gray (#61) RB 5'10" 188 DeSoto, TX Texas A&M 
10. Demetris Murray RB 5'10" 202 ~~ Buford, GA South Florida 10. Aaron Williams (#62) DB 61" 175 Round Rock, TX Texas 
11. Scott Vallone DT 63" 260 Central Islip, NY Rutgers — 11. Josh Jarboe (#63) WR 6'3" 195 Decatur, GA Oklahoma 
12. Marcus Sales WR 60" 180 Syracuse, NY Syracuse 12. Jarvis Humphrey (#64) DT 6'2" 295 Cedar Hill, TX Texas 
13. Cameron Saddler RB 5'7" 170 Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh — 13. Jon Major (#65) LB 63" 225 ~~‘ Parker, CO Colorado 
14. DJ. Woods WR 60" 170 — Strongsville, OH Cincinnati 14. Lynn Katoa (#76) LB 62" 220 Salt Lake City, UT Colorado 
15. BJ. Daniels QB 6'1" 195 Tallahassee, FL South Florida — 15. DeSean Hales (#77) WR S'11" 185 — Spring, TX Texas 
16. Jimmy Bennett OL 6'8" 280 ~— Alexandria, VA Connecticut — 16. D.J. Monroe (#87) CB 59" 165 Angleton, TX Texas 
17. Dominique Battle DB 60" 175 Boca Raton, FL Cincinnati 17. Justin Johnson (#89) RB 6'1" 210 Gilmer, TX Oklahoma 
18. Jarred Holley ATH 5'10" 170 —_ Easton, PA Pittsburgh 18. Jeff Fuller (#92) WR 6'4" 206 = McKinney, TX Texas A&M 
19. Malcolm Johnson WR 61" 170 — Bartow, FL Rutgers 19. Landry Jones (#100) QB 64" 210 ~— Artesia, NM Oklahoma 
20. Jerome Swinton CB S'9" 160 Daytona Beach, FL West Virginia 20. DJ. Grant WR 63" 205 — Austin, TX Texas 


(#) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 
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RECRUITING 


CONFERENCE USA RANKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST RANKINGS 

1, SOUTHERN MISS 5. EAST CAROLINA 9. MEMPHIS 1.BYU 4, UNLV 7. AIR FORCE 

2. UCF 6, HOUSTON 10. RICE 

3, MARSHALL 7LUTEP {TULANE 2, UTAH 5. COLORADO STATE 8. WYOMING 

4, TULSA 8.SMU 12. UAB 3. SAN DIEGO STATE 6.1CU 9. NEW MEXICO 

1. DeAndre Brown (#17) WR 6'6" 215 Ocean Springs, MS Southern Miss 1. Austin Holt TE 66" 230 South Jordan, UT BYU 

2. Adrian Jones RB 5'11" 180 Laurinburg, NC East Carolina —.2. Jake Murphy WR 65" 215 American Fork, UT BYU 

3. Damaris Johnson ATH 5'8" 170 Norco, LA Tulsa =. 3. Dave Kruger DT 6S" 254 Orem, UT Utah 

4. Bo Tillman DT 6'6" 305 Meadville, MS Southern Miss 4. Sausan Shakerin RB 63" 208 = Sandy, UT Utah 

5. Martin Ward RB 5'9" 188 — Jonesboro, GA Marshall —_5. Chris Scott DB 5'10" 178 — Baton Rouge, LA TCU 

6. Bret Jefcoat QB 61" 200 ~~ Fulton, MS Southern Miss 6. Daniel Sorensen DB 6'2" 195 Colton, CA BYU 

7. Brandon Davis RB §'9" 190 Suwanee, GA UCF 7. Luke Matthews WR 61" 205 — Phoenix, AZ Utah 

8. Brynn Harvey RB 5'11" 215 Largo, FL UCF 8, O'Neill Chambers WR 6'3" 208 Harmony, FL BYU 

9. Ryan Griffin QB 6'4" 210 Westlake Village, CA Tulane 9. Jimmy Miller G63" 290 Denver, CO San Diego State 
10. Chris Martin DT 65" 290 — Fort Walton Beach, FL UCF — 10. Phillip Payne WR 63" 185 Las Vegas, NV UNLV 
11. Anthony Lewis LB 6'1"._ 200 ~—- Houston, TX Houston —_ 11. Jonathan Gaye RB 60" 178 Highlands Ranch,CO Colorado State 
12. Desmond Johnson RB 5'11" 190 Yazoo City, MS Southern Miss 12. Sam Brenner OL 63" 280 Oceanside, CA Utah 
13, John Flanders DB  5'10" 163 ~— Midwest City, OK Tulsa 13. Adam Barry QB 610" 210 Simi Valley, CA Wyoming 
14. Marcal Robinson CB 60" 175 ~~ Prichard, AL Southern Miss 14. Colin Shumate ILB_ 62" 225 ~— Las Vegas, NV San Diego State 
15. Ahmed Shakoor CB 5'11" 190 Stone Mountain, GA Marshall — 15. Joe Caprioglio OL 65" 247 — Highlands Ranch,CO Colorado State 
16. Kendrick Presley S 61" 195 — Kosciusko, MS Southern Miss 16. Alec Johnson OL 6'3" 290 Denver, CO San Diego State 
17. DeAundre Brown DB 5'11" 181 — Arlington, TX Tulsa 17. Ryan Lacy ATH 5'10" 183 Antelope, CA Utah 
18. Vance King ATH 60" 195 — Stockbridge, GA UCF — 18. Shiloah Teo S$ S11" 195 Laie, HI BYU 
19. Steven Robinson OL 6'3" 305 Tallahassee, FL UCF 19. Derek Tuimauga OL 6'4" 335 South Jordan, UT Utah 
20. Shane Turner RB 5'9" 170 ~~ Houston, TX Rice 20. Jeremy Coleman DE 6'2" 266 Missouri City, TX TCU 

MAC RANKINGS PAC-10 RANKINGS 

es Lee Cajal 2.UCLA 6, CALIFORNIA 10, WASHINGTON STATE 

3, WESTERN MICHIGAN 8, AKRON 13, NORTHERN ILLINOIS 4, OREGON 7. ARIZONA 

4, TEMPLE 9. BALL STATE ? 

5, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 10, EASTERN MICHIGAN 4. WASHINGTON 8, STANFORD 

1. Jharron Armstrong S$ 62" 187 Washington DC Kent State 1. Blake Ayles (#15) TE 65" 255 Orange, CA USC 

2. Sal Battles ATH 5'10" 221 Youngstown, OH Kent State 2. Matt Kalil (#18) OL 66" 290 Corona, CA USC 

3. Kenny Stafford WR 6'4" 185 = Columbus, OH Toledo —3. Tyron Smith (#27) OL 6'6" 270 Moreno Valley, CA USC 

4. Kelly Page QB 63" 210 Sunnyvale, TX Ball State 4. TJ. Bryant (#28) DB 6'1" 190 — Tallahassee, FL USC 

5. Vaughn Carraway WR 62" 170 — Laureldale, PA Temple 5. D.J. Shoemate (#34) WR 60" 220 = Mira Loma, FL USC 

6. Josh Pleasant DB 5'10" 185 Germantown MD Kent State 6. Andrew Luck (#43) QB 6'4" 215 ~—_ Houston, TX Stanford 

7.Muhammad Wilkerson DT 6'5" 280 Linden, NJ Temple 7. Kavario Middleton (#44) TE  6'5" 255 Lakewood, WA Washington 

8. Jermaine Robinson DB 63" 195 Pittsburgh, PA Toledo —8. Brice Butler (#48) WR 6'3" 215 Norcross, GA USC 

9. Jahleel Addae RB 5'9" 176 Valrico, FL Central Michigan 9. Rahim Moore (#51) S 62" 185 — Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
10. Joe Patchuta OL 67" 290 New Concord OH Akron 10. Aundre Dean (#54) RB 6'1" 210 — Katy, IX UCLA 
11. Zac Dysert QB 6'4" 195  Ada,OH Miami 11. Gerell Robinson (#79) WR 64" 210 Phoenix, AZ Arizona State 
12. Bakari Bussey WR 6'2" 187 West Chester, OH Ohio 12. Matt Meyer (#83) OL 68" 295 Stockton, CA USC 
13. Logan Pegram OL 6'3" 298 — Silver Lake, KS Northern Illinois 13. Nick Perry (#95) DE 63" 240 Detroit, MI USC 
14. Kevin Galeher OL 6'5" 295 Evergreen Park!IL © Western Michigan —_ 14. Robert Golden (#96) CB 5'10" 180 ‘Fresno, CA Arizona 
15. Phillip Barnett WR 6'1" 175 Middletown, OH Toledo 15. Aaron Hester (#99) CB 60" 180 Compton, CA UCLA 
16. Juandez Brown QB 6'3"_ 190 Cincinnati, OH Eastern Michigan 16. Uona Kaveinga LB. 6'1". 235 ~~ Hawthorne, CA USC 
17. Evan Klepec DL 6'4" 245 Canfield, OH Miami — 17. EJ. Woods DB 6'1". 200 Culver City, CA UCLA 
18. Tremayne Scott DE 6'3" 227 Ocala, FL Ohio 18. Nick Crissman QB 63" 193 ~—_- Huntington Beach, CA UCLA 
19. Briggs Orsbon Ath 60" 185 Convoy, OH Ball State 19. Solomon Koehler DT 63" 305 Kaneohe, HI Arizona 
20. Trey Bishop Ill DE 6'4" 247 Inkster, MI Western Michigan 20. Kemote Bateman WR 611" 176 — Los Angeles, CA Arizona State 
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RECRUITING REPORT BY CONFERENCE 


SEC RANKINGS WAC RANKINGS 
penn Aare ee eee 1. FRESNO STATE 4, LOUISIANA TECH 7. UTAH STATE 
3. FLORIDA 7, SOUTH CAROLINA 11. KENTUCKY oo phi oe SCE aE 
4,1SU 8, TENNESSEE 12. VANDERBILT 3. BOISE STATE 6, IDAHO 9. NEW MEXICO STATE 
1, Julio Jones (#2) WR 6'4" 210 Foley, AL Alabama _—_1. Rashad Evans ATH 5'9" 180 San Jose, CA Fresno State 
2. Will Hill (#5) ATH 6'2". 205 — West Orange, NJ Florida 2. Eric Harper DE 6'4" 220 Marrero, LA Louisiana Tech 
3. AJ. Green (#6) WR 64" 190 Summerville, SC Georgia 3. Michael Ball RB 5'10" 225 Las Vegas, NV Nevada 
4. Patrick Johnson (#9) CB 6'l" 175 Pompano Beach, FL LSU 4. Ebahn Feathers QB 6'1" 210 ‘Fresno, CA Fresno State 
5, Richard Samuel (#19) RB 62" 215 Cartersville, GA Georgia _5. Tyler Jackson DB 60" 185 Castle Rock, CO Boise State 
6. BJ. Scott (#22) ATH 6'0" 195 Prichard, AL Alabama _6. Steven Christian DB 611" 175 Sacramento, CA Hawaii 
7. Tyler Love (#23) OL 67" 290 Mountain Brook, AL Alabama _—7. Logan Harrell DL 6'2" 275  RanchoSanta Margarita,CA Fresno State 
8. DeAngelo Tyson (#24) OT  6'2" 300 Statesboro, GA Georgia 8, Matt Akers DE 63" 240 Bakersfield, CA Fresno State 
9. Matt Patchan (#31) OL 6'6" 260 Tampa, FL Florida 9. Douglas Spacht OL 6'3" 285 Long Beach, CA Fresno State 
10. Omar Hunter (#41) DT 60" 322 Buford, GA Florida 10. Byron Hout 1B. 6'1" 225 Coeur dAlene, ID Boise State 
11. Chancey Aghayere (#42) DE 6'4" 243 Garland, TX LSU 11. Exavier Johnson ATH 6'2" 200 Van Nuys, CA Utah State 
12. Dee Finley (#53) § 62" 200 Auburn, AL Florida  12.Damion Whittington LB 611" 220 Norco,CA Fresno State 
13. Mark Barron (#58) DB 62" 215 Mobile, AL Alabama —_13. Lewis Walker DB 5'11" 170 — Salt Lake City, UT Hawaii 
14. William Green (#60) DE 6'4" 215 Hoover, AL Florida 14. Charles Smith DE 6'5" 238 — Las Vegas, NV Idaho 
15. Brendan Beal (#71) LB. 63" 223 ~~ Bethlehem, PA Florida 15. Chris Potter WR 5'10" 170 ~~ Westlake Village, CA Boise State 
16. Chris Tolliver (#72) WR 6'1" 189 — Rayville, LA LSU 16. Greg Grimes DT 6'0" 280 Sacramento, CA Boise State 
17. Janoris Jenkins (#74) CB  5'11" 180 — Pahokee, FL Florida 17. Ina Liaina ATH 6'1" 225 Oxnard, CA San Jose State 
18. Jerrell Harris (#75) LB 63" 215 ~~ Gadsden, AL Alabama 18.GeordonHanohano ODT 6'2" 270 Honolulu, HI Hawaii 
19. Charles Whitlock (#91) CB  5'11" 170 Chester, SC South Carolina 19. Darrius Terry DB 5'11" 180 —_ Lufkin, TX Louisiana Tech 
20. Joe Adams (#94) WR 60" 175 Little Rock, AR Arkansas —_ 20. Tuiatua Tuiasosopo OL 6'1" 290 Honolulu, HI Hawaii 
SUNBELT RANKINGS TOP 50 RECRUITING CLASSES 
1. NORTH TEXAS 4. FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 7. FLORIDA ATLANTIC 1. ALABAMA 24, AUBURN 
2, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 5, ULMONROE 8. ULLAFAYETTE 2. OHIO STATE 2 sect 
3, TROY 6, ARKANSAS STATE 3. MIAMI icici 
‘ 27. NC STATE 
1. Riley Dodge QB 610" 183 Southlake, TX North Texas 4. NOTRE DAME peas 
2. DaWaylon Cook DB 62" 187 Dallas, TX North Texas 5. USC a Srabeenl 
30, CALIFORNIA 
3. Luther Ambrose RB 59" 165 St. James, LA UL Monroe 6. GEORGIA $1. ARIZONA 
4. Jacoby Thomas LB 6'1". 230 ~~ Mobile, AL Troy 7. OKLAHOMA 32. SOUTH CAROLINA 
5. Sancho McDonald QB 61" 196 = Miami, Al Middle Tennessee 8. FLORIDA 33, BOSTON COLLEGE 
6. AJ. Grant LB 60" 220 Jacksonville, FL Florida International : 34, TENNESSEE 
7. Troy Franklin OL 65" 270 Celina, TX North Texas 9. CLEMSON ey OLE MISS 
8.Marcus Thurmond WR  S'11" 180 North Augusta,SC_ Middle Tennessee | 10, MICHIGAN % NORTH CAROLINA 
9. Darius Morgan WR 6'4" 200 Citra, FL Troy Tiss ~SCOT NEBRASKA 
10. James Hamilton ATH 5'10" 180 = Cedar Hill, TX North Texas 12. FLORIDA STATE 38. OKLAHOMA STATE 
11. Brent Burnette QB 63" 212 Maryville, TN Middle Tennessee 12.15U 39, STANFORD 
12. Malcolm Beyah ATH 5'11" 187 Chamblee, GA Middle Tennessee : 40. MARYLAND 
13. Royce Hil CB 5'11" 170 Houston, Tx North Texas | M-UCIA AL EADEAG SE 
14. James Jones DE 6'1" 230 Lakeland, FL Florida International 15. COLORADO 42, MISSISSIPPI STATE 
15. Kenny Barrett WR 6'4" 190 Mart, TX North Texas 16, OREGON 43. SOUTHERN MISS 
16. Yourhighness Morgan LB 6'3" 225 Webster, FL Florida Atlantic 17. WASHINGTON 44, WEST VIRGINIA 
17. James Searcy DE 63" 260 Newnan, GA Troy 18. TEXAS A&M 45. SOUTH FLORIDA 
18. Kendall Dangerfield DT 62" 270 Pulaski, TN Middle Tennessee | 19. MINNESOTA 46. RUTGERS 
19. Taylor Stockemer WR 64" 200 Van Buren, AR Arkansas State | 20. ILLINOIS 47. SYRACUSE 
20. Corey Robinson QB 611" 190 Paducah, KY Troy | 21. ARIZONA STATE 48. KANSAS 


22. VIRGINIA TECH 49. GEORGIA TECH 


i 50. MICHIGAN STATE 
(#) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 tlle 
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Player 

1. Terrelle Pryor 

2. Julio Jones 

3. Darrell Scott 

4. Da‘Quan Bowers 

5. Will Hill 

6. A.J. Green 

7. Arthur Brown 

8. Jermie Calhoun 

9. Patrick Johnson 
10. R.J. Washington 
11. Marcus Forston 
12. Michael Brewster 
13. Michael Floyd 
14. Nigel Bradham 
15. Blake Ayles 
16. Jonathan Baldwin 
17. DeAndre Brown 
18. Matt Kalil 
19. Richard Samuel 
20. Dayne Crist 
21. E.J. Manuel 
22. B.!. Scott 
23. Tyler Love 
24. DeAngelo Tyson 
25. Mike Adams 
26. Kyle Rudolph 
27. Tyron Smith 
28. T.J. Bryant 
29. Stephen Good 
30. Aldarius Johnson 
31. Matt Patchan 
32. Blaine Gabbert 
33. Etienne Sabino 
34. DJ. Shoemate 
35. Lucas Nix 
36. Ethan Johnson 
37. Baker Steinkuhler 
38. Ryan Williams 
39. DeVier Posey 
40. Dan Buckner 
41. Omar Hunter 
42. Chancey Aghayere 
43. Andrew Luck 
44. Kavario Middleton 
45. Jameel Owens 
46. Darryl Stonum 
47. Brandon Harris 
48. Brice Butler 
49. Jamie Harper 
50. Mike Glennon 


Pos. 


QB 
WR 
RB 
DE 
ATH 
WR 
LB 
RB 
CB 
DE 
DT 
OL 
WR 
LB 
TE 
WR 
WR 
OL 
RB 
QB 
QB 
ATH 
OL 
DT 
OL 
TE 
OL 
DB 
OL 
WR 
OL 
QB 
LB 
WR 
OL 
DL 
OL 
RB 


Ht. 
6'5" 
6'4" 
6'2" 
6'5" 
62" 
6'4" 
62" 
60" 
6'1" 
614" 
6'2" 
65" 
6'3" 
6'2" 
65" 
65" 
6'6" 
6'6" 
6'2" 
6'5" 
6'4" 
6'0" 
67" 
62" 
6'8" 
67" 
6'6" 
6'1" 
65" 
62" 
66" 
65" 
6'3" 
6'0" 
6'6" 
614" 
66" 
5'10" 
6'3" 
6'4" 
6'0" 
6'4" 
64" 
6'5" 
6'3" 
6'3" 
5'10" 
6'3" 
6'0" 
6'6" 


230 
210 
215 
265 
205 
190 
230 
210 
175 
242 
309 
300 
200 
227 
255 
220 
205 
290 
215 
225 
201 
195 
290 
300 
310 
235 
270 
190 
305 
217 
260 
225 
230 
220 
300 
265 
290 
200 
205 
213 
322 
243 
215 
255 
200 
185 
185 
215 
227 
195 


Hometown School 
Jeannette, PA Ohio State 
Foley, AL Alabama 
Oxnard, CA Colorado 
Bamberg, SC Clemson 
West Orange, NJ Florida 
Summerville, SC Georgia 
Wichita, KS Miami 
Van, TX Oklahoma 
Pompano Beach, FL LSU 
Fort Worth, TX Oklahoma 
Miami, FL Miami 
Orlando, FL Ohio State 
Saint Paul, MN Notre Dame 
Crawfordville, FL Florida State 
Orange, CA USC 
Aliquippa, PA Pittsburgh 


Ocean Springs, MS Southern Miss 
Corona, CA USC 


Cartersville, GA Georgia 
Sherman Oaks,CA — Notre Dame 
Virginia Beach, VA __—Florida State 
Prichard, AL Alabama 
Mountain Brook, AL Alabama 
Statesboro, GA Georgia 
Dublin, OH Ohio State 
Cincinnati, OH Notre Dame 
Moreno Valley, CA USC 
Tallahassee, FL USC 
Paris, TX Oklahoma 
Miami, FL Miami 
Tampa, FL Florida 
Ballwin, MO Missouri 
Sonny Isles, FL Ohio State 
Mira Loma, FL USC 
Jefferson Hills, PA Pittsburgh 
Portland, OR Notre Dame 
Lincoln, NE Nebraska 
Manassas, VA Virginia Tech 
Cincinnati, OH Ohio State 
Austin, TX Texas 
Buford, GA Florida 
Garland, TX LSU 
Houston, TX Stanford 
Lakewood, WA Washington 
Muskogee, OK Oklahoma 
Sugar Land, TX Michigan 
Miami, FL Miami 
Norcross, GA USC 
Jacksonville, FL Clemson 
Centreville, VA NC State 


Player 
51. Rahim Moore 
52. Boubacar Cissoko 
53. Dee Finley 
54. Aundre Dean 
55. Shayne Hale 
56. J.B. Shugarts 
57. DeVoe Torrence 
58. Mark Barron 
59. Nigel Carr 
60. William Green 
61, Cyrus Gray 
62. Aaron Williams 
63. Josh Jarboe 
64. Jarvis Humphrey 
65. Jon Major 
66. Ramon Buchanan 
67. Deion Walker 
68. Lamaar Thomas 
69. Dann O'Neill 
70. Jonas Gray 
71. Brendan Beal 
72. Chris Tolliver 
73.. Marcus Robinson 
74. Janoris Jenkins 
75. Jerrell Harris 
76. lynn Katoa 
77. DeSean Hales 
78. Steve Filer 
79. Gerell Robinson 
80. Jake Stoneburner 
81. Brandon Thompson 
82. Garrett Goebel 
83. Matt Meyer 
84. Andrew Sweat 
85. Trevor Robinson 
86. Jordan Futch 
87. D.J. Monroe 
88. Sean Spence 
89. Justin Johnson 
90. Darius Fleming 
91. Charles Whitlock 
92. Jeff Fuller 
93. Antoine McClain 
94. Joe Adams 
95. Nick Perry 
96. Robert Golden 
97. Josh Jenkins 
98. Brandon Barnes 
99. Aaron Hester 
100. Landry Jones 


ATH 


ATH 


S/LB 


S/LB 


ATH 


Ht. 
6'2" 
519" 
6'2" 
61" 
6'4" 
68" 
6'2" 
62" 
6'3" 
64" 
5'10" 
611" 
6'3" 
6:2" 
6:3" 
611" 
6'3" 
511" 
67" 
$'11" 
6'3" 
61" 
6'2" 
511" 
63" 
6:2" 
5'11" 
6'4" 
6'4" 
6'6" 
6'2" 
6'5" 
6'8" 
6'2" 
65" 
6'3" 
39 
60" 
611" 
62" 
5'11" 
6'4" 
66" 
6'0" 
6'3" 
5'10" 
6'5" 
6'0" 
6'0" 
614" 


Wt. 


185 
175 
200 
210 
240 
300 
212 
215 
220 
215 
188 
175 
195 
295 
225 
181 
185 
186 
295 
214 
223 
189 
210 
180 
215 
220 
185 
220 
210 
225 
291 
280 
295 
225 
304 
202 
165 
202 
210 
230 
170 
206 
305 
175 
240 
180 
305 
180 
180 
210 


RECRUITING ATHLON CONSENSUS 100 


Wt. 


Hometown School 
Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
Detroit, Ml Michigan 
Auburn, AL Florida 
Katy, IX UCLA 
Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh 
Klein, TX Ohio State 
Massillon, OH TBD 
Mobile, AL Alabama 
Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
Hoover, AL Florida 
DeSoto, TX Texas A&M 
Round Rock, TX Texas 
Decatur, GA Oklahoma 
Cedar Hill, TX Texas 
Parker, CO Colorado 
Melbourne, FL Miami 
Christchurch, VA Notre Dame 
Fort Washington, MD — Ohio State 
Grand Haven, MI Michigan 
Beverly Hills, MI Notre Dame 
Bethlehem, PA Florida 
Rayville, LA LSU 
Homestead, FL Miami 
Pahokee, FL Florida 
Gadsden, AL Alabama 
Salt Lake City, UT Colorado 
Spring, TX Texas 
Chicago, IL Notre Dame 
Phoenix, AZ ASU 
Dublin, OH Ohio State 
Thomasville, GA Clemson 
Villa Park, IL Ohio State 
Stockton, CA USC 
Washington, PA Ohio State 
Elkhorn, NE Notre Dame 
Hollywood, FL Miami 
Angleton, TX Texas 
Miami, FL Miami 
Gilmer, TX Oklahoma 
Chicago, IL Notre Dame 
Chester, SC South Carolina 
McKinney, TX Texas A&M 
Anniston, AL Clemson 
Little Rock, AR Arkansas 
Detroit, MI USC 
Fresno, CA Arizona 
Parkersburg, WV West Virginia 
Bunn, NC NC State 
Compton, CA UCLA 
Artesia, NM Oklahoma 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of four major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 
representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com. 
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ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


RECRUITING [JOP RISING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 


Top 15 Quarterbacks 
Matt Barkley 63" 225 Santa Ana, CA 
Shavodrick Beaver 6'3"_— 177 Wichita Falls, TX 
Tate Forcier 61" 195 San Diego, CA 
Garrett Gilbert 63" 195 Austin, TX 
Cody Green 6'4" 220 Dayton, TX 
A.J. McCarron 64" 190 Mobile, AL 
Ryan Mossakowski 6'4"— 201 Frisco, TX 
Aaron Murray 61" 198 Tampa, FL 
Kevin Newsome 63" 210 Chesapeake, VA 
Morgan Newton 614" 205 Carmel, IN 
Josh Nunes 64" 207 Upland, CA 
Tyrik Rollison 6'2". 185 Sulphur Springs, TX 
Tom Savage 63" 230 Philadelphia, PA 
Russell Shepard 62" 187 Houston, TX 
Eugene Smith 63" 175 Miramar, FL 
Top 20 Running Backs 
Edwin Baker 5'10" 205 Oak Park, MI 
Bryce Brown 61" 212 Wichita, KS 
Larry Caper 5'10" 215 Battle Creek, MI 
A.J. Dugat 61" 205 Dayton, TX 
Washaun Ealey 5'11" 205 Twin City, GA 
Michael Ford 5'10" 200 Leesville, LA 
Tyler Gaffney 61" 215 San Diego, CA 
Eddie Lacy §'11" 200 Geismar, LA 
Lamar Miller 5111" 205 Miami, FL 
David Oku 58" 180 Midwest City, OK 
Dexter Pratt 62" 220 Navasota, TX 
Lonnie Pryor 61" 195 Okeechobee, FL 
Trent Richardson 5'11" 210 Pensacola, FL 
Theo Riddick 5'10" 190 Somerville, NJ 
Desmond Scott 59" 180 Durham, NC 
Jeremy Smith 5'10" 197 Tulsa, OK 
Chris Whaley 63" 220 Madisonville, TX 
Chris Thompson 58" 175 Greenville, FL 
Ronnie Wingo, Jr. 62" 210 St. Louis, MO 
Cierre Wood 6'0" 195 Oxnard, CA 
Top 20 Wide Receivers 
Joshua Adams 6'4" 200 Cheshire, CT 
Kraig Appleton 6'3" 190 East St. Louis, IL 
Emory Blake 6'2" 200 Austin, TX 
Marlon Brown 65" 210 Memphis, TN 
Jheranie Boyd 6'3" 180 Gastonia, NC 
Randall Carroll 5'10" 180 Los Angeles, CA 
Keenan Davis 63" 195 Cedar Rapids, IA 
Andre Debose 60" 170 Sanford, FL 
Willie Downs 6'2" 190 Tallahassee, FL 
Shaquelle Evans 61" 190 Inglewood, CA 
Chris Fields 60" 180 Painesville, OH 
De'Von Flournoy 60" 180 Van Nuys, CA 
Logan Heastie 612" 185 Chesapeake, VA 
James Jackson 60" 175 Grand Ledge, MI 
Rolando Jefferson 62" 190 Fresno, CA 
Kendall Kelly 64" 210 Gadsden, AL 
Rueben Randle 6'3" 200 Bastrop, LA 
Nu'Keese Richardson 5'9" 160 Pahokee, FL 
JeRon Stokes 61" 180 Philadelphia, PA 
Greg Timmons 63" 195 Aldine, TX 
Top 10 Tight Ends 
Orson Charles 6'3" 230 Tampa, FL 
Brock DeCicco 65" 210 Clairton, PA 
Arthur Fontaine 64" 214 Dartmouth, MA 
Jake Golic 6'4" 210 West Hartford, CT 
Edward Hazelett 67" 250 Indianapolis, IN 
Barrett Matthews 6'3" 220 Houston, TX 
Morrell Presley 64" 220 Carson, CA 
Dion Sims 64" 228 Orchard Lake, Ml 
Levine Toilolo 67" 235 La Mesa, CA 
Logan Thomas 66" 215 Lynchburg, VA 
ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Top 20 Offensive Linemen 

Nick Alajajian 6'4" 280 Naples, FL 
Thomas Ashcraft 65" 280 Cedar Hill, TX 
Chris Burnette 64" 290 LaGrange, GA 
Kevin Graf 66" 302 Agoura, CA 
Marcus Hall 65" 290 Cleveland, OH 
Stan Hasiak 66" 295 Kapolei, HI! 
Leon Hill 64" 320 Chicago, IL 
JK. Jay 66" 275 Greenville, SC 
Austin Long 66" 275 Memphis, TN 
John Martinez 6'4" 265 Salt Lake City, UT 
Xavier Nixon 66" 275 Fayetteville, NC 
Michael Philipp 64" 305 San Bernardino, CA 
Eric Shrive 67" 285 Scranton, PA 
Charles Siddoway = 6'5"—-287 Eugene, OR 
Xavier Sua-Filo 64" 270 Provo, UT 
Mason Walters 66" 290 Wolfforth, TX 
Patrick Ward 616" 295 New Lennox, IL 
Chris Watt 63" 280 Glen Ellyn, IL 
Brandon Webb 64" 290 Owasso, OK 
Jared Wheeler 65" 310 Plantation, FL 
Top 15 Defensive Ends 

Michael Brockers 66" 255 Houston, TX 
Justin Chaisson 64" 252 Las Vegas, NV 
Craig Drummond 65" 260 Chicago, IL 
Dyron Dye 614" 220 Sanford, FL 
Melvin Fellows 65" 245 Garfield Heights, OH 
Ryne Giddins 64" 230 Seffner, FL 
Shelby Harris 63" 235 Mequon, WI 
Abry Jones 63" 250 — Warner Robins, GA 
Nick Kasa 67" 235 Broomfield, CO 
Devon Kennard 64" 238 Phoenix, AZ 
Anthony LaLota 66" 260 Princeton, NJ 
Jack Lippert 614" 248 Harrisburg, PA 
Sam Montgomery 64". -220 Greenwood, SC 
Donte Moss 614" 235 Jacksonville, FL 
Alex Okafor 64" 220 Pflugerville, TX 
Top 10 Defensive Tackles 

Corey Adams 64" 272 Scottsdale, AZ 
Gary Brown 63" 275 Quincy, FL 
Lendell Buckner 63" 325 Chicago, IL 
William Campbell 64" 320 Detroit, MI 
Chris Davenport 64" 307 Mansfield, LA 
D.J. Fluker 67" 325 Foley, AL 
Antwan Lowery 63" 310 Miami, FL 
Jaccobi McDaniel 6'0" 280 Greenville, FL 
Jamarkus McFarland 6'3" 280 Lufkin, TX 
John Simon 63" 275 Youngstown, OH 
Top 20 Linebackers 

Tarig Allen 6'2" 230 Irving, TX 
Dorian Bell 61" 215 Monroeville, PA 
Vontaze Burfict 6'2" 235 Corona, CA 
Eric Fields 611" 205 Warner Robins, GA 
Todd Golper 61" 225 Arcadia, CA 
Jelani Jenkins 60" 203 Wheaton, MD 
Nico Johnson 63" 226 Andalusia, AL 
Jarvis Jones 63" 205 Columbus, GA 
Storm Klein 6'2" 220 Newark, OH 
Chris Metcalf 62" 195 Compton, CA 
Barkevious Mingo 62" 215 West Monroe, LA 
Kevin Minter 60" 230 Suwanee, GA 
C.J. Mizell 62" 212 Tallahassee, FL 
Austin Moss 63" 215 Rockwall, TX 
Chris Norman 6'2" 219 Detroit, MI 
Tana Patrick 63" 215 Stevenson, AL 
Marquis Simmons = 6'2".—-215 Compton, CA 
Frankie Telfort 51" 200 Miami, FL 
Manti Teo 62" 230 Honolulu, HI 
Jordan Whiting 60" 230 Louisville, KY 


Top 20 Cornerbacks 
C.J. Barnett 611" 185 
Eryon Barnett 6'2" 180 
Chad Bumpis 5'10" 190 
Marcus Davis 61" 185 
Ricardo Dixon 5'10" 160 
Darrell Givens 5111" 174 
Eric Gordon 5110" 190 
Cliff Harris 60" 165 
Travis Hawkins 5111" 185 
DJ. Hunter 60" 195 
Janzen Jackson 60" 175 
Dre Kirkpatrick 62" 180 
Gabe lynn 61" 180 
Marlon Pollard 61" 170 
Greg Reid 59" 180 
Terry Shankle 5'10" 170 
Branden Smith 5'11" 180 
Kenny Vaccaro 61" 190 
Chris Williams S'11" 185 
Darius Winston 6'0" 180 
Top 10 Safeties 

Craig Bills 62" 205 
Kevin Brent 5'11" 196 
Jajuan Harley 62" 190 
DeVonte Holloman  6'2".— 205 
DaMario Jeffery 63" 215 
Craig Loston bon 193 
TJ. McDonald 62" 186 
Justin Turner 6'2" 186 
Dijon Washington 60" 180 
Jamie Wood 62" 190 
Top 10 Athletes 
RayRayArmstrong 6'4" 218 
E.J. Banks 60" 180 
Corey Brown 60" 180 
Montrell Connor 62" 210 
Jeremy Gallon 59" 160 
Patrick Hall 6'0" 181 
Brandon McGee 6'0" 180 
Donavan Tate 6'2" 195 
Logan Thomas 66" 215 
Todd Thomas 63" 195 


MATT BARKLEY, SANTA ANA, CA QB 


Clayton, OH 
Euless, TX 

Tupelo, MS 
League City, TX 
Hallandale, FL 
Indian Head, MD 
Nashville, TN 
Fresno, CA 
Gaithersburg, MD 
Middletown, OH 
Lake Charles, LA 
Gadsden, AL 
Jenks, OK 

San Bernardino, CA 
Valdosta, GA 
Norwood, NC 
Atlanta, GA 
Brownwood, TX 
Cincinnati, OH 
West Helena, AR 


Provo, UT 

Dallas, TX 
Tallahassee, FL 
Charlotte, NC 
Columbia, $C 
Aldine, TX 
Fresno, CA 
Massillon, OH 
Lawndale, CA 
Pickerington, OH 


Sanford, FL 
McKees Rocks, PA 
Monroeville, PA 
Monroe, LA 
Apopka, FL 
Ventura, CA 
Lauderhill, FL 
Cartersville, GA 
Lynchburg, VA 
Beaver Falls, PA 
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Wi A TRIP FOR 1Wo 10 THE PGA NATIONAL RESORT IN ORLANDO, i 
OR THE SADDLEBROOK RESORT IN TAMPA, FL. 


HLON® SPORTS" GOLF BAG 


ACC 


BOSTON COLLEGE (11-3) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 

A.30 #Kent State 

S. 6 Georgia Tech 
UCF 

Rhode Island 

at NC State 
Virginia Tech 

at North Carolina 
Clemson 

Notre Dame 

at Florida State 
at Wake Forest 
Maryland 
#Cleveland, OH 


CLEMSON (9-4) 
Clemson, SC 

4.30 #Alabama 

The Citadel 

NC State 

South Carolina State 
Maryland 

at Wake Forest 
Georgia Tech 

at Boston College 
at Florida State 
Duke 

at Virginia 

South Carolina 
#Atlanta, GA 


DUKE ty 
Durham, Ni 

A.30 James Madison 
Northwestern 
Navy 

be 
at Georgia Tech 
Miami 

at Vanderbilt 
at Wake Forest 
NC State 

at Clemson 

at Virginia Tech 
! North Carolina 


FLORIDA STATE (7-6) 
Tallahassee, FL 
Western Carolina 
Chattanooga 
Wake Forest 
#Colorado 

at Miami 

at NC State 
Virginio Tech 

at Georgia Tech 
Clemson 

Boston College 
at Maryland 
Florida 
#lacksonville, FL 


GEORGIA TECH (7-6) 
Atlanto, GA 

Jacksonville State 
at Boston College 
at Virginia Tech 
Mississippi State 
Duke 
Gardner-Webb 
at Clemson 
Virginia 

Florida State 

at North Carolina 
Miami 

at Georgia 


MARYLAND (6-7) 
College Park, MD 

4.30 Delaware 

at Middle Tennessee 
California 
Eastern Michigan 
at Clemson 

at Virginio 

Wake Forest 

NC State 

at Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
Florida State 

at Boston College 
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MIAMI (5-7) 
Coral Gables, FL 
- Charleston Southern 
at Florida 
at Texas A&M 
North Carolina 
Florida State 
UCF 
at Duke 
Wake Forest 
at Virginia 
Virginia Tech 
at Peorgia Tech 
at NC State 


NORTH CAROLINA (4-8) 
Chapel Hill, NC 
) McNeese State 

at Rutgers 
Virginia Tech 
at Miami 
Connecticut 
Notre Dame 
at Virginia 
Boston College 
Georgia Tech 
at Maryland 
NC State 
at Duke 


NC STATE (5-7) 
Raleigh, NC 
A. 28 at South Carolina 
William & Mary 
at Clemson 
East Carolina 
South Floride 
Boston College 
Florida State 
at Maryland 
at Duke 
Wake Forest 
at North Carolina 
; Miami 
VIRGINIA (9-4) 
Charlottesville, VA 
USC 
Richmond 
at Connecticut 
at Duke 
Maryland 
East Carolina 
North Carolina 
at Georgia Tech 
Miami 
at Wake Forest 
Clemson 
at Virginia Tech 


VIRGINIA TECH (11-3) 
Blacksburg, VA 

A.30 #East Carolina 
Furmon 

Georgia Tech 

at North Carolina 
at Nebraska 
Western Kentucky 
at Boston College 
at Florida State 
Maryland 

at Miami 

Duke 

Virginia 
#Charlotte, NC 
WAKE FOREST (9-4) 
Winston-Salem, NC 

A.30 at Baylor 

S. 6 Ole Miss 

at Florida State 
Navy 

Clemson 

at Maryland 

at Miami 

Duke 

Virginia 

at NC State 
Boston College 
Vanderbilt 
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BIG EAST 


CINCINNATI (10-3) 
Cincinnati, OH 

Eastern Kentucky 
at Oklchoma 
Miami (OH) 

at Akron 

at Marshall 
Rutgers 

at Connecticut 
South Florida 
at West Virginia 
at louisville 
Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 

‘ at Hawaii 


CONNECTICUT (9-4) 
Storrs, CT 

A. 28 Hoistra 

5. 6 atTemple 
Virginia 

Baylor 

at Louisville 

at North Carolina 
at Rutgers 
Cincinnati 
West Virginia 

at Syracuse 

at South Florida 
Pittsburgh 


LOUISVILLE (6-6) 
Louisville, KY 

Kentucky 
Tennessee Tech 
Kansas State 
Connecticut 

at Memphis 
Middle Tennessee 
South Florida 
at Syracuse 

at Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 
West Virginia 
at Rutgers 


PITTSBURGH (5-7) 
Pittsburgh, PA 
A.30 Bowling Green 
Buffalo 
lowa 
at Syracuse 
at South Florida 
at Navy 
Rutgers 
at Notre Dame 
Louisville 
at Cincinnati 
West Virginia 

. 6 at Connecticut 
RUTGERS (8-5) 
New Brunswick, NJ 
S. 1 Fresno State 

; North Carolina 
at Navy 
Morgan State 
at West Virginia 
at Cincinnati 
Connecticut 
at Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 
at South Florida 
Army 
Louisville 


H FLORIDA (9-4) 
po, FL 
Tennessee-Martin 
at UCF 

Kansas 

at Florida International 
at NC State 
Pittsburgh 
Syrocuse 

at Louisville 

at Cincinnati 
Rutgers 
Connecticut 

at West Virginia 
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SYRACUSE (2-10) 
Syracuse, NY 
at Northwestern 
Akron 
Penn State 
Northeastern 
Pittsburgh 
at West Virginia 
at South Florida 
Louisville 
at Rutgers 
Connecticut 
at Notre Dame 
at Cincinnati 


EST VIRGINIA (11-2) 


Villanova 

at East Carolina 
at Colorado 
Marshall 
Rutgers 
Syracuse 
Auburn 

at Connecticut 
Cincinnati 

at Louisville 
at Pittsburgh 
South Florida 


BIG TEN 


ILLINOIS (9-4) 
Champaign, IL 

A.30 Missouri 
Eastern Illinois 
UL Lofayette 

at Penn State 

at Michigan 
Minnesota 
Indiana 

at Wisconsin 
lowa 

%Western Michigan 
Ohio State 

at Northwestern 
#St. Louis, MO 
%Detroit, Ml 


INDIANA (7-6) 
Bloomington, IN 
Western Kentucky 
Murray State 
Ball State 
Michigon State 
at Minnesota 
lowa 
at Illinois 
Northwestern 
Central Michigan 
Wisconsin 
at Penn State 
at Purdue 


IOWA (6-6) 
lowa City, IA 

A.30 Maine 

Florida International 
lowa State 

at Pittsburgh 
Northwestern 

at Michigan State 
at Indiana 
Wisconsin 

at Illinois 

Penn State 

Purdue 

at Minnesota 


MICHIGAN (9-4) 

Ann Arbor, Ml 

A.30 Utah 

Miami (OH) 

at Notre Dame 
Wisconsin 
Minois 

Toledo 

at Penn State 
Michigan State 
ot Purdue 

at Minnesota 
Northwestern 
at Ohio State 
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MICHIGAN STATE (7-6) 
East Lansing, MI 

at California 
Eastern Michigan 
Florida Atlantic 
Notre Dame 

at Indiana 

lowa 

at Northwestern 
Ohio State 

at Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Purdue 

at Penn State 


MINNESOTA (1-11) 
Minneapolis, MN 
Northern Illinois 
at Bowling Green 
Montana State 
Florida Atlantic 
at Ohio State 
Indiana 

at Illinois 

at Purdue 
Northwestern 
Michigan 

at Wisconsin 
lowa 


NORTHWESTERN (6-6) 
Evanston, IL 

A.30 Syracuse 

at Duke 
Southern Illinois 
Ohio 

at lowa 
Michigan State 
Purdue 

at Indiana 

at Minnesota 
Ohio State 

at Michigan 
Illinois 

OHIO STATE (11-2) 
Columbus, OH 
Youngstown State 
Ohio 

at USC 

Troy 
Minnesota 

at Wisconsin 
Purdue 

at Michigan Stote 
Penn State 

at Northwestern 
at Illinois 
Michigan 


PENN STATE (9-4) 
University Park, PA 
A.30 Coastal Carolina 
Oregon State 
at Syracuse 
Temple 

Minois 

at Purdue 

at Wisconsin 
Michigan 

at Ohio State 
at fowa 
Indiana 

. 22 Michigan State 


PURDUE (8-5) 
West Lafayette, IN 
S. 6 Northern Colorado 
S.13 Oregon 
$.20 Centro! Michigan 
S.27 at Notre Dame 
Penn State 
at Ohio State 
at Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Michigan 
at Michigan State 
at lowa 
Indiana 
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WISCONSIN (9-4) 
Madison, WI 

A.30 Akron 

S. 6 Marshall 

at Fresno State 
at Michigan 
Ohio State 
Penn State 

at lowa 

Illinois 

at Michigan State 
at Indiana 
Minnesota 

Cal Poly 


BIG 12 


BAYLOR (3-9) 

Waco, TX 

Woke Forest 
Northwestern Stote 
Washington State 
at Connecticut 
Oklahoma 

lowa State 

at Oklahoma State 
at Nebraska 
Missouri 

at Texas 

Texas A&M 

at Texas Tech 


COLORADO (6-7) 
Boulder, CO 

A.30 #Colorado State 
Eastern Washington 
West Virginio 
%Florida State 
Texas 

at Kansas 
Kansas State 

at Missouri 

at Texas A&M 
lowa State 
Oklahoma State 
at Nebraska 
#Denver, CO 
Slacksonville, FL 


NOWA STATE (3-4) 


South Dakota State 
Kent State 

at lowa 

ot UNLV 

Konsas 

at Baylor 
Nebraska 

Texas A&M 

at Oklahoma State 
at Colorado 
Missouri 

at Kansas State 


KANSAS (12-1) 

lawrence, KS 

A.30 Florida International 
Louisiana Tech 

at South Florida 
Sam Houston State 
at lowa State 
Colorado 

at Oklahoma 

Texas Tech 

Kansas State 

at Nebraska 

Texas 

#Missouri 

#Kansas City, MO 


KANSAS STATE (5-7) 
Manhattan, KS 
A.30 North Texas 
Montana State 
at Louisville 
UL Lafayette 
Texas Tech 

at Texas A&M 
at Colorado 
Oklahoma 
at Kansas 

at Missouri 
Nebraska 
lowa State 
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TULANE (4-8) BOWLING GREEN (8-5) OHIO (6-6) NEW MEXICO (9-4) 


C-USA 


MISSOURI (12-2) 
Columbia, MO 


New Orleans, LA Bowling Green, OH Athens, OH Albuquerque, NM 
A.30 Hillinois EAST CAROLINA (8-5) S. 6 at Alabama A 30 ot Pittsburgh A.30 at Wyoming A.30" TCU 
S. 6 Southeast Missouri Greenville, NC_ $.13 East Carolina S. 6 Minnesota S$. 6 at Ohio State S. 6 Texas A&M 
$.13 Nevada A. 30 RVirginia Tech $.20 UL Monroe 5.13 at Boise State $.13 Central Michigan 5.13 Arizona 
S.20 Buffalo S. 6 West Virginia S.27 SMU S.27 at Wyoming $.20 at Northwestern $.20 at Tulso 
O. 4 at Nebraska $.13 at Tulane O. 4 Army O. 4 Eastern Michigan $.27 VMI 5.27 at New Mexico State 
0.11 Oklahoma State $.20 at NC State 0.11 ot UTEP 0.11 at Akron 0. 4 at Western Michigan 0. 4 Wyoming 
0,18 at Texas $.27 Houston 0.25 Rice 0.18 Miami (OH) 0.11 at Kent State 0.11 ot BYU 
0.25 Colorado 0.11 at Virginia N. 1 at LSU 0.25 at Northern Illinois 0.21 at Temple 0.18 San Diego State 
N. 1 at Baylor 0.18 Memphis N. 8 at Houston N. 1 Kent State 0.28 Buffalo 0.23 at Air Force 
N. 8 Kansas State N. 2 aot UCF N.15 UAB N. 8 atOhio N. 8 Bowling Green N. 1 Utoh 
N. 15. at lowa State N. 8 Marshall N.22 at Tul i N.22 Akron ; 
- + ot Tulsa N.21 Buffalo A N. 8 at UNLY 
N.29 %Kansas N.15 at Southern Miss N.29 at Memphis N, 28 at Toledo N. 28 at Miami (OH) N.15 at Colorado State 
ft. Louis, MO N.22 at UAB TULSA (10-4 TEMPLE (4-8) 
%Kansas City, MO N28 UTEP wy (10-4) BUFFALO (5-7) Laka SAN DIEGO STATE (4-8) 
NEBRASKA (5-7) eChorlotte, NG 30 ot uns ees A} at Army nc ypete 
Lincoln, NEO HOUSTON (8-5) S. 6 at North Texas ; ‘ S. 6 Connecticut Parag hte! 
A.30. Western Michigan Houston, TX $20 New Mexico S. 6 at Pittsburgh $13 at Buffalo S. 6 at Notre Dame 
S. 6 San Jose State A.30 South S.13 Temple $20 at Penn State $.13 at San Jose State 
5.13 New Mexico State Se Aiarars S. 27 Central Arkansas $20 at Missouri tate Gch $.27 Idaho 
; fs S. 6 at Oklahoma State O. 4 Rice ‘chi $. 27 Western Michigan 
§. 27 Virginia Tech 5.13 Air Force 0 SM $.27 at Central Michigan 0. 4 at Miami (OH) 0. 4 at ICU 
O. 4 Missouri 5.20 at Colorado Stat ral at P U 0.11 Western Michigan 0.11 at Central Michigan 0.11 Air Force 
Q. 11 at Texos Tech $27 ot East Caroling» O28 UCr 0.18 Army 0.21 Ohio 0.18 at New Mexico 
0.18 at lowa State 0.11 UAB NT obAskonecs 0.28 at Ohio N. 1 atNov 0.25 Colorado State 
y 1 OF oni 0.18 at SMU N.15 at Houston 4 i py te Ht 2 at Kent State . : S oN 
8 i ¥ Michi « 
Nanos Pa cee Sa Nat Stowe Geen ag Me” MO ae 
k at Kansas State } ¢ I ent State N. UNLV 
N.15 Tulsa 
N.28 Colorado UAB (2-10) e TOLEDO (5-7) 
Sai $ N. 22 UTEP Birmingham, AL CENTRAL MICHIGAN (8-6) Toledo, OH TCU (8-5) 
OK Hi mA [tt 3) N.29 at Rice AD tulsa Mt, Pleasant w S. 6 at Arizona Fort Worth, TX 
ale MARSHALL (3-9 ; i i . 28 Eastern Illinois $.13 at Eastern Michigan A.30 at New Mexico 
ab Hier yer . in pt Ll tae S. 6 at Georgia S. 20 Fresno State : S. 6 Stephen F. Austin 
9 ol aet s toa A.30 Illinois State $20 Alabama State $.13 at Ohio S. 27 Florida International $.13 Stanford 
5:33, ot Woshington . 6 at Wisconsin 257 otSouth Cooling 5.20 at Purdue 0. 4 Ball State 5,20 ot SMU 
. 5.13 Memphis 0. 2 Memphis S.27 Buffalo 0.11 atMichigan — §.27 at Oklahoma 
My a “ Baylor 520 at Southern Miss 0.11. at Houston O.11 Temple 0.18 at Northern Illinois 0. 4 San Diego State 
iF jexas 5.27 at West Virginia 0.18 Marshall 0.18 Western Michigan 0.25 Central Michigan 0.11 at Colorado State 
0.18 Kansas ©. 3 Cincinnati : 0,25 at Toledo N. 5 at Akron 0.16 BYU 
0.25 at Kansas State i incinnati N. 1 at Southern Miss : oF; ; 
N. 1. Nebrask 0.18 at UAB N. 8 Tulsa N. 1 atIndicno N.15 at Western Michigan 0.25 Wyoming 
N. 8 Ot Teos ASMA 0.28 Houston N.15 at Tulane N. 12 at Northern Illinois N.21 Miami (OH) N. 1 at UNLV 
N.22. Texas Tech N. 8 at East Carolina N.22. East Carolina N.19 BallStote N, 28 Bowling Green N. 6 at Utah 
N29 at Oklahoma State i i nea N.29 ot UCF N, 28 at Eastern Michigan WESTERN MICHIGAN (5-7) N. 22 Air Force 
#Dallas, TX . 22 al nice UC (10-4) EASTERN MICHIGAN (4-8) Kalamazoo, MI UNLV (2-10) 
OKLAHOMA STATE (7-6) N29) “Tuo edeay | Ypsilanti, MI A.30 at Nebroska Las Vegas, NV 
Stillwater, OK MEMPHIS (7-6) 1.30 South Corolina State A. 28. Indiana State S. 6 Northern illinois A.30 Utah Stote 
A. 30 #Washington State Memphis, IN S. 6 South Florida 5. 6 at Michigan State $13 at Idaho S. 6 atUtah 
S. 6 Houston A.30 at Ole Miss $.20 at Boston College 5.13 Toledo $.20 Tennessee Tech $5.13 at Arizona State 
5.13 Missouri State 56 ee 5.27 at UTEP . $20 ot Morlond CaN ged $20 low Stote 
5.27 Tro . at Marshall 0. 4 SMU lorthern Illinois ¢ ? levada 
0. 4 ee A&M $.20 Nicholls State 0.11 at Miomi 0. 4 at Bowling Green MS 7 ya pent hi O. 4 at Colorado State 
0.11 at Missouri $. 27 Arkansas State 0.26 at Tulsa 0.11 at Army Se Mala hens og 0.18 Air Force 
0.18 Baylor O. 2 at UAB N. 2. East Carolina 0.18 Akron NB flint 0.25 at BYU 
0.25 at Texas 0.10 Louisville N. 8 Southern Miss 0.25 at Ball State N15. Toledo N. 1 TCU 
N. 1 lowa State 0.18 at East Carolina N.15 at Marshall N. 1 at Western Michigan N25 at Ball State N. 8 New Mexico 
N. 8 at Texas Tech 0.25 Southern Miss N. 22 at Memphis N.22 atTemple — ”" #Detroit, MI N.13 Wyomin 
re Stang i 2 Fg N. 29 UAB N. 28 Central Michigan 5 N. 22 at San Diego State 
2 lahoma . 
UTEP (4-8) KENT STATE (3-9) MOUNTAIN WEST UTAH (9-4) 
#Seattle, WA N.29 Tulane ij 
r El Paso, TX Kent, OH a Salt Lake City, UT 
TEXAS (10-3) RICE (3-9) A. 28 at Buffalo A.30  #Boston College pedals liar co A.30 at Michigan 
Austin, TX : Houston, TX S. 6 Texos S. 6 at lowa State 1-30, Southers Utah S. 6 UNLV 
saa ye seid Dt ‘4 3 _ hho tage: = 13 erase 5. 6 at Wyoming S.13 at Utah State 
. 6 a . 6 at Memphis ‘ 20 at UL Lafayette { S.20 at Air Force 
5.13 Arkansos 5.13 at Vanderbilt 0. 4 at Southern Miss $.2? ot Ball State Se fora S. 27 Weber State 
$.20 Rice S.20 at Texas 0.11 Tulane O. 4 Akron 0. 4 Naw 0. 2 Oregon State 
0. 4 at Colorado 5.27 North Texas 0.18 at Tulsa 0.11 Ohio 0.11 at San Diego State 0.11 at Wyoming 
0.11 #Oklahoma O. 4 atTulso N. 1 Rice 0.25 at Miomi (OH) ; 0.18 Colorado State 
0.18 Mi . 0.18 aot UNLV 
0.25. Oklahoma Stat oe atin Mes i 1S ee one N. 1 at Bowling Green 0.23. New Mexico N. 1. at New Mexico 
NT cot nes tech ‘psi tas N.15 SMU N.12 Temple N. 1 at Army N61 
"8 bavi » 1 atl N.22 atHouston — N.18 Northern Illinois N. 8 Colorado State N.15 at San Diego State 
My 5 line ie iil , N.28 at East Carolina N. 28 at Buffalo NAS BYU ND 
p i jarshal 
N27 ‘ation T I a — Mami (oHlle) swt) irom 
' - oramie, 
TEXAS ARM (7-6 Suu (1-41) AKRON (4-8 Oxford OF Provo, UT A.30. Ohio 
College Station, 1X A.2 ‘at Rice ‘ he of Wischotin 7 Vanderbilt A. 30 Northern lowa S. 6 Air Force 
- 5 S. 6 at Michigan S. 6 at Washington §.13 North Dakota State 
a4 pip throne 2 is lens S. 6 at Syracuse $.13 Charleston Southern $.13 UCLA $.20 ot BYU 
pa ee pa Fee $.13 Boll State S.20 at Cincinnati 5.20 Wyomin 5.27 Bowling Green 
$.20 Miami §.20 TCU $20 atA 6 | 0. 3 atut He ig 
OF A y . ot Army — . 4 Temple . 3 at Utah State 0. 4 at New Mexico 
A oh Ollohoria State ah at none $.27. Cincinnati 0.11 at Northern Illinois 0.11 New Mexico 0.11 Utah 
O.11 | Konsos State O.11 Tuk D4 ict Rare Sten 0. 18. at Bowling Green 0.16 at ICU 0.25 at ICU 
0.18 Texas Tech Sater 0.11 Bowling Green 0.25 Kent State 0,25 UNLV N. 1 San Diego State 
0, 18 Houston 0.18 at Eastern Michigan N. 4. at Buffalo N. 1 at Colorado State N. 8 at Tennessee 
0.25 at lowa State 
lor 0,25 at Novy N. 5 Toledo N11 Ball State N. 8 San Diego State 
N. 1 Colorado N. 8 Memphis ‘ N.13 at UNLV 
N. 8 Oklahoma : P N.13. Buffalo N.21 at Toledo N.15 at Air Force N. 22. Colorado State 
N.15 ot UTEP 
N.15 at Baylor N29. Southern Miss ae a ect N.28 Ohio N. 22 at Utah 
erates F SOUTHERN MISS (7-6) BALL STATE (7-4 NORTHERN ILLINOIS (2-10) ae a mt 
- Hattiesburg, MS Muncie, IN lekal, tt A.30 Colorad ARIZONA (5-7| 
Lubbock, TX ‘ uncie, A.30 at Minnesota : FOTO 
Aw Eastern Washington ur pea ho ‘- 3 Northeastern 5, 6 at Western Michigan $. x Sacramento Stote geet 
$13 SMU Sy ri 8.13 at Akron 27 at Easter Michigon Soa? st Compr rad S13 at New Mexico 
$.20 Massachusetts OA UTEP o . 2 at inna th acoat tennactes G 4 Uely S00 otUCLA 
O11 Nebroske. 0.11 Boise State 0. 4 at Toledo. Da Baia (OR 0.18 at Utoh ©. 4 Washington 
0.18 ot Texas A&M 0.18 atRice 0.11 at Western Kentucky 3 ie ee G 0.25 at San Diego State 0.11 at Stanford 
0.25 at Kansas t. <q ee 0.25 Eastern Michigan NS atballStote N. i BYU. : e d lad 
le ino; a F if Force ¥ 
N. 1 Texas N. 8 otUCF , a korter os N.12. Central Michigan N15 New Mexico N. 8 at Washington State 
N. 8 Oklahoma State . 1 jami (OH) 
N.22. at Oklahoma N.15 ost Carolina N.19 at Central Michigan A 18-ob Rent: state N.22. at Wyomin N.15 at Oregon 
N. 29 Baylor N29 at SMU N.25 Western Michigan N. 25. Navy #Denver, C uf 2 Oregon rien 
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ARIZONA STATE (10-3) 


Northern Arizona 
Stanford 

UNIV 

Georgia 

at California 

at USC 

Oregon 

at Oregon State 
at Washington 
Washington State 
UCLA 

ot Arizona 


CALIFORNIA (7-6) 
Berkeley, CA 

4.30 Michigan State 
at Washington State 
at Moryland 
Colorado State 
Arizona State 
at Arizona 

UCLA 

Oregon 

at USC 

at Oregon State 
Stanford 
Washington 


OREGON (9-4) 

Eugene, OR 
Washington 
Utah State 

at Purdue 

Boise State 

at Washington State 
at USC 

UCLA 

at Arizona State 
at California 
Stanford 
Arizona 

29 at Oregon State 


OREGON STATE (9-4) 
Corvallis, OR 

A. 28 at Stonford 

S. 6 at Penn State 
Hawaii 

USC 

at Utah 
Washington State 
at Washington 
Arizona State 
at UCLA 
California 

at Arizono 

29 Oregon 


STANFORD (4-8) 
Stanford, CA 

Oregon State 
at Arizona State 
at TCU 

San Jose State 
at Washington 
at Notre Dame 
Arizona 

at UCLA 
Washington State 
at Oregon 

USC 

at California 


UCLA (6-7) 

Los Angeles, CA 

S$. 1 Tennessee 
§.13 at BYU 

$.20 Arizona 

S.27 Fresno State 
4 Washington Stote 
at Oregon 
Stanford 

at California 
Oregon State 
at Washington 
at Arizona State 
USC 


USC (11-2) 

Los Angeles, CA 

A.30 at Virginia 
Ohio State 
at Oregon State 
Oregon 
Arizona State 
at Washington State 
at Arizona 
Washington 
California 
at Stanford 
Notre Dame 
at UCLA 
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WASHINGTON (4-9) 
Seattle, WA 

A.30 at Oregon 
BYU 
Oklohoma 
Stanford 

at Arizona 
Oregon State 
Notre Dame 
at USC 
Arizona State 
UCLA 

at Washington State 
. 6 at California 


WASHINGTON STATE (5-7) 
Pullman, WA 

#Oklahoma State 
California 

at Boylor 

Portland State 
Oregon 

at UCLA 

at Oregon State 
USC 


Szzzz000""" 
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at Stanford 
Arizona 

at Arizona State 
Washington 

at Hawaii 
#Seattle, WA 


ALABAMA (7-6) 


Tuscaloosa, AL 
#Clemson 
Tulane 

Western Kentucky 
at Arkansas 

at Georgia 
Kentucky 

Ole Miss 

at Tennessee 
Arkansas State 
at LSU 
Mississippi State 
Auburn 
#Atlanta, GA 


ARKANSAS (8-5) 
Fayetteville, AR 

30 Western Illinois 

6 #UL Monroe 

13 at Texas 
Alabama 

Florida 

at Auburn 

at Kentucky 

Ole Miss 

Tulso 

at South Corolina 
a State 


U 
HLittle Rock, AR 


AUBURN (9-4) 
Auburn, AL 
A.30 UL Monroe 
Southern Miss 

at Mississippi State 
(SU 
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BRo-ReraSS 


Tennessee 

at Vanderbilt 
Arkansas) 
at West Virginic 
at Ole Miss 
Tennessee-Martin 
Georgia 

at Alabama 


FLORIDA {9-4) 
Gainesville, FL 
Hawaii 
Miami 

at Tennessee 
Ole Miss 

at Arkansas 
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at Vanderbilt 
South Carolina 
The Citadel 

at Florida State 
#lacksonville, FL 


RGIA (11-2) 

ns,GA 

Georgio Southern 
Central Michigan 
at South Carolina 
at Arizona State 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 

at LSU 

#Florida 

at Kentucky 

at Auburn 
Georgio Tech 
#lacksonville, FL 
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KENTUCKY (8-5) 
Lexington, KY 

A.31 at Louisville 

S. 6 Norfolk State 
Middle Tennessee 
Western Kentucky 
at Alaboma 
South Carolina 
Arkansas 

at Florida 

ot Mississippi State 
Georgia 
Vanderbilt 

.29 at Tennessee 


LSU (12-2) 
Baton Rouge, LA 
: Appalachian State 

Troy 
North Texas 
at Auburn 
Mississippi State 
at Florida 
at South Carolina 
Georgia 
Tulane 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
#Arkansas 
fLittle Rock, AR 


MISSISSIPPI STATE (8-5) 
Starkville, MS 

A.% at Louisiana Tech 
SE Louisiana 
Auburn 

at Georgia Tech 
at LSU 

Vanderbilt 

at Tennessee 
Middle Tennessee 
Kentucky 

at Alabama 
Arkansas 

at Ole Miss 

ISS (3-9) 
d, MS 
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Memphis 

at Woke Forest 
Samford 
Vanderbilt 

at Florida 
South Corolina 
at Alabama 

at Arkansas 
Auburn 

UL Monroe 

at LSU 
Mississippi State 


SOUTH CAROLINA (6-6) 
Columbia, SC 

A.28 NC State 

at Vanderbilt 
Georgia 
Wofford 

UAB 

at Ole Miss 
at Kentucky 
isu 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 

at Florida 

at Clemson 


TENNESSEE (10-4) 
Knoxville, TN 

S. 1 at UCLA 

S.13 UAB 

Florida 

at Auburn 
Northern Illinois 
at Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Alabama 

at South Carolina 
Wyoming 

at Vanderbilt 
Kentucky 


VANDERBILT (5-7) 
Nashville, TN 

4.28 at Miami (OH) 
South Carolina 
Rice 

at Ole Miss 
Auburn 

at Mississippi State 
at Georgia 
Duke 

Florida 

at Kentucky 
Tennessee 

at Wake Forest 
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ARKANSAS STATE (5-7) 
Jonesboro, AR 

A.% at Texas A&M 
Texas Southern 
Southern Miss 
Middle Tennessee 
at Memphis 

UL Monroe 

at UL Lafayette 
at Alabama 

at Florida International 
Florida Atlantic 
at North Texas 

at Troy 
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at Michigan State 
at Minnesota 

at Middle Tennessee 
Troy 

at Western Kentucky 
UL Monroe 

North Texas 

UL Lafayette 

at Arkansas State 
#Florida International 
#Dolphins Stadium 
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South Florida 

at Toledo 

at North Texas 
Middle Tennessee 
at Troy 

ot UL Lafayette 
Arkansas State 
UL Monroe 
#Floride Atlantic 
Western Kentucky 
#Dolphins Stadium 


L LAFAYETTE (3-9) 
cofayette, LA 

at Southern Miss 
at Illinois 

Kent State 

at Kansas State 
at UL Monroe 

at North Texas 
Arkansas State 
Florida International 
UTEP 

at Florida Atlantic 
at Troy 

Middle Tennessee 
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at Tulane 

UL Lafayette 

at Arkansas State 
North Texas 
Florida Atlantic 
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at Florida International 
little Rock, AR 
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Murfreesboro, TN 
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Maryland 
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at Arkansas State 
Florida Atlantic 

at Florida International 
at Louisville 

at Mississippi State 
UL Monroe 

ot Western Kentucky 
North Texas 

at UL Lafayette 
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at Kansas State 
Tulso 

at LSU 

at Rice 

Florida International 
UL Lofayette 

at UL Monroe 

Troy 

at Western Kentucky 
at Florida Atlantic 
at Middle Tennessee 
Arkansas State 
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TROY (8-4) 

Troy, AL 
at Middle Tennessee 
at LSU 
Alcorn State 
at Ohio State 
at Oklahoma State 
at Florida Atlantic 
Florida International 
at North Texas 
at UL Monroe 
Western Kentucky 
UL Lafayette 
Arkansas State 
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Idaho State 
Bowling Green 
at Oregon 
Louisiana Tech 
at Southern Miss 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
at New Mexico State 
Utah State 

at Idaho 

at Nevada 
Fresno State 


FRESNO STATE (9-4) 
Fresno, CA 

S. 1 at Rutgers 

$.13 Wisconsin 

at Toledo 

at UCLA 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

at Utah State 

at Louisiana Tech 
Nevado 

New Mexico State 
at San Jose State 
at Boise State 


HAWAII (12-1) 

Honolulu, HI 

A.30 at Florida 

Weber State 

at Oregon State 
San Jose State 

at Fresno State 
louisiana Tech 

at Boise State 
Nevada 

at Utah State 

at New Mexico State 
idaho 
Washington State 
Cincinnati 
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Idaho State 
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at Utah State 
at San Diego State 
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at Fresno State 
at Louisiana Tech 
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Boise State 
at Hawaii 
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4.30 Mississippi State 
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SE Louisiana 

at Boise State 

at Hawaii 

Idaho 

at Army 
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Grambling 

Texas Tech 

at Missouri 

at UNLV 

at Idaho 

New Mexico State 
Utoh State 

at Hawaii 

at Fresno State 
San Jose State 
Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
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NEW MEXICO STATE (4-9) 
Las Cruces, NM 
Nicholls State 
at Nebraska 
at UTEP — 
New Mexico 
at Nevada 
San Jose State 
at Idaho 
Boise State 
Hawaii 
at Fresno State 
Louisiana Tech 
at Utch State 


SAN JOSE STATE (5-7) 
San Jose, CA 

30 UC Davis 

at Nebraska 
San Diego State 
at Stanford 

ot Hawaii 

Utah State 

at New Mexico State 
Boise State 

at Idaho 
Louisiana Tech 
at Nevada 
Fresno State 


UTAH STATE (2-10) 
Logan, UT 

A.30 at UNLV 
S. 6 at Oregon 
$.13 Utah 
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at San Jose State 
at Nevada 
Fresno State 
Hawaii 

at Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
New Mexico State 
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ARMY (3-9) 

West Point, NY 

Temple 

New Hampshire 
Akron 

at Texas A&M 
at Tulane 
Eastern Michigan 
at Buffalo 
Louisiana Tech 
Air Force 

at Rice 

at Rutgers 
#Navy : 
#Philadelphia, PA 
NAVY (8-5) 

Annapolis, MD 

A.30 Towson 

at Ball State 

at Duke 

Rutgers 

at Wake Forest 
at Air Force 
Pittsburgh 

SMU 
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Temple 

#Notre Dame 

at Northern Illinois 
%Army 
#Baltimore, MD 
%Philadelphia, PA 


NOTRE DAME (7-4) 
South Bend, | 
S. 6 San Diego State 
$.13 Michigan 
§.20 at Michigan State 
$.27 Purdue 

. 4 Stanford 
at North Carolina 
at Washington 
Pittsburgh 
at Boston College 
fNavy 
Syracuse 
at USC 
#Baltimore, MD 


WESTERN KENTUCKY (3-9) 
Bowling Green, KY 

A. cat Indiana 

at Eastern Kentucky 
at Alabama 
Murray STate 

at Kentucky 

at Virginia Tech 

Ball State 

Florida Atlantic 
North Texas 

at Troy 

Middle Tennessee 
at Florida International 
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Duke: Ric Fogel; Hawaii: Brian Tirpak 
Cincinnati: Larry Kinker; Oregon: Sol Neelman; USC: Peter Brouillet 
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Florida State: Courtland Richards 
Alabama: Al Kooistra; LSU: Layne Murdoch 


THE ATHLON SPORTS SIDELINE SPIRIT CONTEST, WHERE BEING ON THE SIDELINES IS NOT A BAD THING. 


The Perfect Experience '— 


PRESENTS 


Missouri: Larry Smith; Clemson: Brad Schloss 
Oklahoma: Layne Murdoch; Washington State: Stephen Brashear 


YANKEES BASEBALL 


Athlon Sports and Triumph Books have teamed up to bring you , a Series of books covering sports’ most legendary programs and teams. With stunning visuals, vivid full- 
color photography and lively text, the books shine the spotlight on the greatest players, teams, coaches, rivalries and moments in the history of these great schools. 
TENNESSEE ALABAMA OKLAHOMA TEXAS USC ARIZONA STATE IOWA PENN STATE WISCONSIN 
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CALL TOLL FREE 


1-888-284-5661 


FAX (615-255-8656) » email: collectibles@athionsports.com 
MON-FRI: 8AM-6PM CST _ 
2940 KRAFT DRIVE * NASHVILLE, TN 37204 x 
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EXPERIENCE THE FREEDOM OF GRILLING ON THE ROAD! 


: cott Salter has always loved tailgating. However, with his 
Ss quirky back, crouching over a tiny grill waiting for hot dogs 
4 * to cook was never his idea of fun, and his recently purchased 

SUV had plenty of room in the back for a backyard grill. 
What could be better than bringing a full-size grill and grilling up killer 
barbecue before the game just like you do at home? His wife however 
was not as excited about the idea. “You're not putting that smelly, greasy 
grill in the back of our brand new SUV,” she admonished him — and 
thus, a revolution in grilling was born. For as Scott drove to the game 
(in his other car) he noticed how many trucks and SUVs had hitches 
as standard equipment, and even the RVs parked at the game had hitch 
receivers. 

The wheels in Scott's head 
started to spin, and all he could 
think about was finding a way to 
mount his barbecue outside of the 
vehicle on the tow hitch so that he 
could easily bring it to the game. It 
wouldn't make a mess in the car, 
and it would be secure like a bike 
rack. Almost a year after this expe- 
rience, Scott and his business part- 
ners, Steve Caliguri and Ernie 
LeDuc, founded Freedom Grill 
over beer and ribs on the Fourth of 
July with one mission: To ensure 
thar, “Ifa man dies on the road, it 
wont be from hunger.” 

A prototype of the grill and rev- 
olutionary transport system was built over the summer, and the tail- 
gating commenced, Scott and his team went through nearly a hundred 
pounds of meat the first season in the San Diego Chargers’ parking lot 
with the Freedom Grill. Thousands of tailgaters were asked what they 
liked about the concept and what features they needed in their grill to 
truly make the tailgating experience even more enjoyable. By the end 
of the season, the product vision was clear, and the first Freedom Grill 
was born just in time for the 2004 football season. 

Tailgaters loved the Freedom Grill’s patented swing arm because it 
allowed a full-size grill to be easily transported on the back of the vehi- 
cle and “swing away” from the vehicle when in use. As word of the Free- 
dom Grill spread throughout the tailgating community, tailgating fan 
clubs like TheHogs.net and Pantherfanz began using the grill and telling 
their friends, and “The Official Grill of Tailgating™” was crowned. 

As sales of the Freedom Grill picked up steam, and the fan base con- 
tinued to grow, Salter was already forming ideas for how to further en- 
hance the experience of grilling away from home. Tailgaters from all 
over the country were looking for something lighter and portable 
enough to use away from the parking lot. They also wanted something 
that looked cooler than a backyard grill bolted to the tow hitch. For in- 


spiration, Salter turned to the Art Institute of California and its auto- 
motive design class. The challenge: Design a grill that would look like 
it belonged on the back of today’s innovative and sleekly designed ve- 
hicles. Out of 50 concepts the top three were used as the basis of the new 
Freedom Grill dubbed the FG-50, a slightly smaller, lighter unit than 
the original Freedom Grill FG-100. The FG-50 was designed with legs 
to be used ona tabletop to make it easier to take camping. 

“T tailgate at up to 50 games a year and I talk to a lot of people,” says 
Joe Cahn, known as the Commissioner of Tailgating, “Freedom Grill saw 
aneed fora grill portable enough to use for tailgating but also with enough 
performance and style to use it at home. They really listened to the peo- 
ple and developed a product versa- 
tile enough to meet everyone's needs 
like a utility player in an era of spe- 
cialization. They took the ball and 
ran with it and came up with a grill 
that leads the (tailgating) industry.” 

The launch of the FG-50 made 
owning a Freedom Grill more af- 
fordable for the masses, but what 
gets Salter most excited about the 
FG-50 is the consumer's ability to 
customize it. Several parts on the 
grill are paintable, and custom 
badges are available to further per- 
sonalize the grill. 

“Just about everyone these days 
has custom faceplates and acces- 
sories for their cell phones and lap- 
tops, so why shouldn't it be just as easy to change the look of your 
grill to match your vehicle or show support for your favorite team?” 
asks Salter. “The Freedom Grill FG-50 was designed to look great on 
the back of trucks, SUVs and RVs, and the growth in automotive cus- 
tomization has been phenomenal over the last few years. People want 
to be able to personalize their vehicles. We already made it easier to 
take your grill on the road, and now we've made it easier to customize 
the look of your grill to match your ride.” 

The company expects to begin offering pre-painted and patterned 
trim kits “Grill Skins” before the start of the ’08 football season. 

Salter has come a long way from trying to jam a grill into the back 
of his SUV. Freedom Grill now offers two swing away gas barbecues 
with an even more portable “entry level” model expected shortly, and 
two giant towable trailer grills for catering and large parties. They even 
have their own line of award-winning Fire Brand Grilling Sauces. And 
that “brand new SUV” his wife wouldn't let him put the grill in? Ic 
now sports a custom flame paint job and matching Freedom Grill FG- 
50, and fits right in the office parking lot next to the Freedom Grill 
Canyon and the Freedom Grill Carnivore, two of the most Extreme 
Tailgating Trucks ever built. How’s that for getting your grill on? 
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TAILGATING2008 


FAJITAS ON A STICK 
» 1 cup Lawry’s® Tequila Lime Marinade With Lime Juice 


» '/ medium green bell pepper, cut into 1-inch pieces 
» / medium onion, cut into '/-inch slices 

» 16 cherry tomatoes 

» 8 (6-in.) fajita size Mission® Flour Tortillas, warmed 


In large resealable plastic bag, pour */: cup Lawry’s® Tequila Lime Marinade With Lime 


CHicKeN 


» 1'/ Ibs. Sanderson Farms®boneless, skinless chicken breast halves, cut into 1-inch pieces 


Texas Pere® Garuic Carrisu SEAFOOD 


» 1'/: pounds of catfish fillets, cut into serving pieces 
»'/; cup yellow cornmeal » Salt to taste 
» */; cup buttermilk »'/ cup flour 

» '/. cup Texas Pete® Garlic Hot Sauce 

» '/ cup vegetable oil 


Ina shallow dish, combine cornmeal and salt. Put flour on a piece of waxed paper or a 
waxed paper plate. In another shallow dish, marinate catfish fillets in Texas Pete® Garlic 
Hot Sauce, stirring well. Dip fish into buttermilk mixture, shake off excess, and coat with 
flour. Dip again in buttermilk mixture, then coat with seasoned cornmeal. In large, heavy 
skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat until hot. Fry fish about 5 minutes on each side, de- 
pending on thickness, or until fish just begins to flake. Serve with additional Texas Pete® 
Garlic Hot Sauce splashed on to taste. 


Texas PeTe® PLANKED SALMON 


duice over chicken; turn to coat. Close bag and marinate in refrigerator 30 minutes. Soak 


8 wooden skewers in water 15 minutes. 


Remove chicken from marinade, discarding marinade. On skewers, alternately thread 
chicken, green pepper, onion and tomatoes. Grill or broil, turning once and brushing fre- 
quently with remaining */: cup marinade, 15 minutes or until chicken is thoroughly 


cooked. 


Remove chicken and vegetables 
from wooden skewers. Serve on 
tortillas and, if desired, with 
sour cream and shredded ched- 
dar cheese. 

Also terrific with Lawry’s® 
Mesquite Marinade With Lime 
Juice. 


Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Cook Time: 18 minutes 
Serves: 8 


JAMAICAN JERK CHICKEN 


Take a Jamaican vacation in your very own backyard. This flavorful marinade 
gives your grilled chicken a spicy hint of true Jamaican “jerk” cooking. 

» 2 tablespoons vegetable oil 

» 8 medium green onions, sliced ('/2 cup) 

» 1 small red bell pepper, chopped ('/2 cup) 

» 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

» 1 teaspoon dried thyme leaves 

» 1 teaspoon curry powder 

» '/ teaspoon salt 

»'/ teaspoon ground cumin 

»'/ teaspoon ground ginger 

» '/ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

»'/, teaspoon paprika 

» '/s teaspoon ground red pepper (cayenne) 

» 6 Sanderson Farms®boneless skinless chicken breast halves (1'/: pounds) 


Heat oil in 8-inch skillet over medium heat until hot. Cook remaining ingredi- 
ents except chicken in oil about 2 minutes, stirring frequently, until bell pep- 
per is crisp-tender; cool. 


Place chicken and bell pepper mixture in shallow glass dish; turn chicken to 
coat with pepper mixture. Cover and refrigerate at least 30 minutes but no 
longer than 3 hours, turning chicken occasionally. 


Heat coals or gas grill for di- 
rect heat. 


Remove chicken from mari- 
nade; discard marinade. 
Cover and grill chicken 4 to 6 
inches from medium heat 15 
to 20 minutes, turning occa- 
sionally, until juice is no 
longer pink when centers of 
thickest pieces are cut. 


Prep Time: 15 minutes 
Start to Finish: 1 hour, 5 
minutes 

Serves: 6 


Choose an oak or cedar plank only to fit your oven. You can use a baking sheet if you don’t 
have a plank. 

» Olive oil for brushing 

» '/; cup Texas Pete® Honey Mustard» '/; teaspoon celery salt 

»'/, cup Texas Pete Hot Sauce 

» 4 8-07. boned and skinned salmon filets 


If the plank is new, season it before cooking the fish. Heat oven to 250 degrees. Lightly 
brush one side of the wood plank with olive oil. Put the plank, oiled side up, in the pre- 
heated oven until plank begins to brown slightly: 30 to 40 minutes. 

For the planked salmon, mix Texas Pete® Honey Mustard, celery salt and Texas Pete® Hot 
Sauce. Brush olive oil on the salmon. Season the fish with some of the mixture. Remove plank 
from the oven and turn temperature to 350 degrees. Put the salmon onto the plank. Brush 
the top of the salmon with olive oil and season with the Texas Pete® mixture. Roast salmon 
on the plank in a preheated oven for approximately 15 minutes; do not turn the salmon over. 


This recipe works great on the grill, too! Just place the plank on the grill on medium heat, 
place seasoned salmon on the plank and cook with the hood down for 15 minutes; do not 
turn the salmon over. Cooking time may vary as to the size of salmon filet and doneness 
preference. 


Bacon CHEppaAR STEAKBURGERS 


» 2 pounds ground top sirloin 

» "/ teaspoon salt 

» 1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

»'/; cup grated smoked cheddar cheese 

» 4 strips applewood-smoked bacon, cooked crisp 
» 1 cup shredded romaine lettuce 

» Fire Brand Original Steak Sauce 


Celebrate dads and grads with burgers fit for kings. Preheat the grill and form the steakburger meat 
into four large patties. Dust each side with salt and pepper. Place the patties on the grill and cook for 
5 to 6 minutes before flipping. Then put 2 tablespoons of grated cheese in the center of each patty, 
and cook for another 5 to 6 minutes longer for medium burgers. Toast the buns on the grill. Watch 
them carefully or use the warming rack. Place the bottom buns on a plate and top with shredded let- 
tuce. Place the burgers on the lettuce with 2 strips of bacon each and a healthy splash of Fire Brand 
Steak Sauce. 


Cuop House STEAK 


» 1 cup Lawry’s® Steak & Chop Marinade With Garlic & Cracked Black Pepper 
» L’/: lbs. top sirloin steak or your favorite 
steak cut 


In large resealable plastic bag, pour 
Lawry’s® Steak & Chop Marinade With Garlic 
& Cracked Black Pepper over steak; turn to 
coat. Close bag and marinate in refrigerator 
30 minutes, turning occasionally. 


BEEF 


Remove steak from marinade, discarding 
marinade. Grill steaks, turning once and, if 
desired, brushing with additional marinade, 
until desired doneness. 


Prep Time: 5 minutes 
Marinate Time: 1 hour 
Cook Time: 15 minutes 
Serves: 6 


DIPS 


Dean’s® Guacamo.e Sure Dip 


» 1 (12-ounce) container Dean’s® Guacamole Dip 

» 1 cup chopped cooked shrimp* 

» 1 cup shredded Mexican-style cheddar and jack cheese blend 
» Few drops hot pepper sauce, optional 

» Choice of tortilla chips, snack crackers, bagel chips, pita chips 
or fresh vegetables for dipping 


Combine Dean’s® Guacamole Dip, shrimp, cheese and hot sauce; 
mix well. Serve with choice of dippers. 


* You can also use two 4-ounce cans tiny shrimp, rinsed and 
drained, in place of the chopped shrimp. 


Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Yield: 2/ cups 


Dean’s® Duon & Ham Rancu Die 


» 1 (16-ounce) container Dean’s® Ranch Dip 

»'/ cup finely diced cooked ham 

» 1 tablespoon prepared Dijon mustard, or to taste 

» Choice of snack crackers, bagel chips, pita chips, pretzels or 
fresh vegetables for dipping 


Combine Dean’s® Ranch Dip with ham and mustard; mix well. 
Serve with choice of dippers. 


Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Yield: 2cups 


Dean’s® Best Ever LAYERED 
Mexican Dip 


» 1 (9-ounce) can jalapeno bean dip 

» 1 (12-ounce) container Dean’s® Guacamole Dip 

»/, cup sour cream 

» 1 tablespoon taco seasoning 

» l cup shredded cheddar or Monterey Jack cheese 

» 1 (2.25-ounce) can sliced black olives, drained 

» 1 medium tomato, seeded and diced 

»'/ cup thinly sliced green onion, including some of the green 
part 

» Choice of tortilla chips, snack crackers or fresh vegetables for 
dipping 

Spread bean dip in 9-inch pie plate or similar dish with sides. 
Spread Dean’s® Guacamole Dip on top of bean dip. Mix sour 
cream and taco seasoning; spread over Guacamole Dip. Top sour 
cream layer with ring of shredded cheese around the outer 
edge. Add ring of olive slices inside the cheese. Add ring of 
tomatoes inside the olive slices. Fill center with green onion 
slices. Cover and chill for at least 30 minutes and up to 2 hours. 
Serve with choice of dippers. 


Prep Time: 15 minutes; 30 minutes chilling 
Serves: 12 appetizer servings 


Kickin’ Corn on THE Cos 


» 6 fresh ears of corn 
» 4 tablespoons unsalted butter 
» / teaspoon chili powder 


» Dash of cayenne pepper 
» 2 tsp. minced fresh cilantro 
» ‘/ teaspoon kosher salt 


Cuicaco StvLe SmoxeD SAUSAGE SAUSAGES 


» /s cup ketchup » '/; cup chopped pepper 
» 2 tablespoons pickle relish » 2 tablespoons chopped onion 
»'/, teaspoon poppy seeds » 4 hot dog buns — split 


» 4 John Morrell® Bigger Than The Bun Smoked Sausages 
Ina small bowl combine ketchup, peppers, relish, onion, and poppy seeds. Cover and chill up to 3 days. 


To grill by direct heat method: Grill smoked sausage on an uncovered grill directly over medium coals for 8 
minutes. 


Turn smoked sausage and brush with some of the ketchup mixture. Grill for 
6-8 minutes more or until heated through. 


To serve, toast cut sides of buns on grill. Serve smoked sausage in the buns and top each with remaining 
ketchup mixture. 
Serves: 4 


GRILLED Sausaces & Tuscan BREAD 


» 1 Ib. John Morrell® sausage links 

» '/; cup Bertolli® Extra Virgin Olive Oil 

» 1 Tbsp. finely chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley (optional) 
»'/; tsp. salt 

» '/; tsp. Lawry's® Seasoned Pepper 

» 1 loaf Italian bread (about 16 in. long), cut into 4-inch rolls 
» 1 large clove garlic, halved 

» 1 jar (7 02.) roasted red peppers, drained 

» 3 ounces thinly sliced fresh mozzarella cheese 


Grill or broil sausage, turning frequently, until done; set aside and keep warm. Meanwhile, in small bowl, 
combine Olive Oil, parsley, salt and Seasoned Pepper. Cut rolls in half lengthwise and brush cut half with olive 
oil mixture, then grill until lightly golden. Rub with garlic. To assemble sandwiches, slice sausage in half 
lengthwise and arrange on bottom half of rolls. Evenly layer each with roasted peppers, then cheese. Cover 
with tops of rolls. 


Prep Time: 10 minutes 

Cook Time: 15 minutes 

Serves: 4 

GRILLED SAUSAGE TAPAS 

» Lemon Pepper Marinade/Sauce » */; cup Olive Oil 

» 10 Pineapple chunks, drained » 3 tablespoons Red Wine Vinegar 
» "/ cup Fresh Lemon Juice » 2 teaspoons Grated Lemon Rind 
» 1 Clove Garlic, minced » 2 tablespoon Sugar 

» '/ teaspoon Thyme » '/, teaspoon Fresh ground Pepper 
» 4 Firm Plum or Cherry » '/ teaspoon Salt 


» 1 Red Delicious Apple, cut into wedges 

» Tomatoes, halved cut into 1'/: inch pieces 

» 2 small Onions, parboiled, cut into wedges 

» 4-6 medium Whole Mushrooms cut into 1/2 inch pieces 

» 1 Small Green and Red Bell Pepper, cut into 1'/: inch squares 
» 1 Summer Squash/Zucchini, cut into 1 inch pieces 

» 2 lb. John Morrell® Summer Sausage, cut into 1’/: inch pieces 


Ina large mixing bowl, add Lemon Pepper Marinade ingredients. Beat with a wire whisk until well blended. 
Add sausage pieces and coat well, turning with a spatula. Marinade in refrigerator at least 1 hour, turning oc- 
casionally, Preheat grill. Alternate sausage with fruit and vegetables on skewers in an attractive fashion. 
Place kabobs on grill; brush generously with remaining marinade. Grill 5 to 6 minutes — turning as needed. 
Brush with marinade. Serve immediately when hot. 


Serves: 6 


GRILLED CorN IN THE Husk 


» 6 ears corn (with husks) » '/; cup unsalted butter, melted 
» 1 Tbsp. Lawry’s® Seasoned Salt —» 1 tsp. Lawry’s® Seasoned Pepper 


Peel husks back carefully and remove silk. In smal! bowl, combine butter, Seasoned Salt 


Prepare a hot fire in a charcoal grill or preheat a gas or electric grill to high. Pull back the 
husk to expose each ear of corn, but do not remove it. Remove the silk and then recover 
the corn with the husk. Run water into the ears of corn, drain the excess, and twist the 
husks at the top to close. Prepare the chili butter by combining the butter, chili powder, 
cayenne pepper, kosher salt, and cilantro in a small bowl. Place the corn directly over the 
hot fire. Grill for about 20 minutes, turning several times during cooking to get all sides. 
Remove from the grill and pull back the husks. You can either discard them or 

knot them at the base of the corn. Brush the ears generously 

with the chili butter. Serve hot. 


Serves: 6 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


and Seasoned Pepper. Brush each ear of corn with seasoned butter. Smooth husks over 
corn and tie ends together with string. Grill corn on medium heat for 20 minutes, turning 
every 5 minutes. 


Variation: For a fresh and fat-free variation, cook corn without seasoned butter. In- 
stead, squeeze fresh lime juice over corn then sprinkle liberally with Seasoned Salt and 
Seasoned Pepper. 


Prep Time: 13 minutes 
Cook Time: 20 minutes 
Serves: 6 
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TAILGATING2008 


HEAD COACH: CHARLIE WEIS RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-15 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 22-15 (3 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MICHAEL HAYWOOD DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CORWIN BROWN 
SOUTH BEND, IND. NOTRE DAME STADIUM (80,795) 


urely it’s a misprint. A case of mistaken identity. Perhaps the numbers were in- 
advertently reversed. Three wins, nine losses. At Notre Dame?!? Believe it. In 
fact, the Irish were 1—9 until closing the season with victories over Duke and 
Stanford. For most of the ’07 season, the Irish played worse than their record. 
A one-year mirage? 
Charlie Weis is relatively certain of it, although last year’s collapse was a humbling ex- 
perience. A schedule that replaces Georgia Tech, Penn State, UCLA and Air Force with 
San Diego State, North Carolina, Washington and Syracuse should help. So will a 
healthier, stronger and more experienced Jimmy Clausen at quarterback, and talented 
freshman and sophomore classes. 
Notre Dame likely won't be ready for a run ata BCS bid until 2009 or 2010. But 
the days of three-victory seasons should be a thing of the past. 
“The players are definitely going to feel a greater sense of urgency, similar to the first 
year that I got here,” says Weis, who led Notre Dame to back-to-back BCS bids before 
last year’s collapse. 
Pushing the envelope along with Weis, offensive coordinator Mike Haywood and 
defensive coordinator Corwin Brown is new linebackers coach Jon Tenuta, the 
renowned defensive mastermind from Georgia Tech, who found himself out of a job at 
the end of the ’07 season when the Yellow Jackets fired head coach Chan Gailey. 
Tenuta, an ornery, no-nonsense coach himself, lit a fire under the Irish defense in the 
spring, incorporating an attacking, “downhill” defensive approach while combining 
forces with Brown, who is in only his second year as a coordinator. 
“It’s not, “My idea is better than yours,’ or 
“Your idea is better than mine,” Tenuta 
says. “It’s, “This is good, so how can we 
get our players to do that?” 
The other notable change occurred : 
in February when Weis, who landed the 
Notre Dame job based greatly on his offensive play-calling prowess with the New Eng- 
land Patriots, handed the play-calling duties over to Haywood, who paid his dues at 
LSU, Texas and under Weis for three years. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


wring nist! 


Notre Dame allowed 58 sacks 
— 4.83 per game — in 2007, 
the most among any of the 119 
Division I-A programs. 


QUARTERBACKS In the spring of 07, the quarterback job was up for grabs among 
junior Evan Sharpley, sophomores Demetrius Jones and Zach Frazer, and freshman 
Jimmy Clausen. A year later, the competition was never in doubr. Frazer transferred 
after the spring of 07. So did Jones after losing his starting job to Clausen following the 
first game of the ’07 season. Clausen started six straight games before giving in to in- 
jury. Sharpley started two games, lost both, and the job once again belonged to Clausen, 
who threw six touchdown passes in the final three games and led the Irish to victory in 
two of them. As Sharpley chased his baseball dream in the spring of 08, there was no 
doubt that Clausen was the No. 1 man. “I look at myself as a leader,” Clausen says. 
“That's just my nature. That's just part of my personality.” Clausen will get plenty of 
competition from freshman Dayne Crist, considered one of the top prep quarterbacks 
in the country last year. But barring another injury, the job likely belongs to Clausen 
through the 2010 season, or as long as he chooses to stay at Notre Dame. 


RUNNING BACKS The Irish boast depth, talent and diversity at halfback. Junior 
James Aldridge (463 yards, 3.8 per carry) and sophomores Armando Allen (348, 4.0) 
and Robert Hughes (294, 5.5) will contend for the starting role, but all likely will 
contribute, perhaps with Aldridge and/or Hughes playing some fullback. Hughes rushed 
for 110 yards against Duke and 136 versus Stanford. “James had spurts, Robert had 
spurts, and Armando had spurts,” Weis says. “But I don’t think any of them established 
himself as being the guy. They're pushing each other. They all want to be the guy, and 
that’s really turned into a very healthy situation for us at that position.” 


RECEIVERS Notre Dame's chemistry in the passing game figures to improve now that 
the Irish have settled on a quarterback. Balance over superstars seems to be the direc- 
tion the Irish are heading with their wideouts, although 6'5" sophomore Duval Ka- 
mara (32 catches, 4 TDs) “has a chance to be pretty special,” according to Weis. Veteran 
David Grimes (27 receptions) and 6'3" junior Robby Parris (29) join Kamara at the 
head of the pack, while small but speedy George West (21) and Golden Tate (21.8 yards 
per his six catches) are in the mix. Freshmen could contribute significantly with highly 
touted Michael Floyd and Deion Walker joining the unit. Notre Dame's leading pass- 
catcher in ‘07 — tight end John Carlson — is gone, but hard-nosed Mike Ragone 
should be a weapon for Clausen from the outset. Junior Will Yeatman, suspended in the 


spring, is the top blocking tight end. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE IRISH 
Doubling the victory total after a 3—9 sea- 
son usually is a reasonable goal for most 
programs, but that won’t cut it at Notre 
Dame. Despite the titanic struggle in ’07, 
there are ample reasons to believe that 
the Irish can reach seven or eight wins in 
08. Depth and production along both lines 
will be critical. A softened schedule, cou- 
pled with what should be fairly rapid de- 
velopment among the younger classes, 
could get the Irish turned around fairly 
quickly. But there’s no denying that the 
Trish were a very poor football team in 
707, which makes a quick turnaround as 
much a psychological challenge as a phys- 
ical metamorphosis. “We felt the team 
didn’t have much confidence as we went 
through last year for a number of rea- 
sons,” says coach Charlie Weis. “Confi- 
dence was one of the goals of this spring 
... confidence and swagger.” Weis pro- 
vides plenty of both, and his players 
should quickly follow suit, particularly on 
the defensive side of the ball where the 
heavy-handed Jon Tenuta will provide 
plenty of influence. Jimmy Clausen’s im- 
proved health and maturity will make the 
Irish a more potent offense. And with two 
of the top-rated recruiting classes now oc- 
cupying roster spots in the freshman and 
sophomore classes, it’s a matter of just 
how quickly that talent matures. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


S. 6 San Diego State W 
SUS" Michigan jie ee 
S. 20 at Michigan State * 
S. 27 Purdue 55 
0. 4 Stanford : _W 
0. 11 at North Carolina L 
0. 25 at Washington ee 
N. 1 Pittsburgh L 
N. 8 at Boston College L 
N.15  #Navy ie. 
N. 22 Syracuse W 
N. 29. at USC L 
#Baltimore, MD 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or Lindicates a projected win or loss 
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Clausen: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Bruton: Joe Robbins 


| Y 
CLAUSEN 


NOTRE DAME QB 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN By far the most maligned group of ’07, the offensive line allowed a mind- 
boggling 58 sacks and 112 tackles for lost yardage — both ranking last among 119 Division I-A 
schools. Yet there is reason for optimism, though reserved until the unit proves itself. Gone is cen- 
ter John Sullivan, a three-year starter. But four starters return, along with a couple of others who 
gained ample experience and came to Notre Dame with plenty of accolades. The headliner is jun- 
ior right tackle Sam Young, who is now a gargantuan 6'8", 330 pounds. He played some left tackle 
last year when an injured right wrist hindered him from playing on the right side. He'll likely be 
joined at right guard by junior Chris Stewart, who is 6'5", 340 pounds. Young has started all 25 
games he’s been in a Notre Dame uniform while Stewart was impressive at tackle and guard last fall. 
Taking over at center is junior Dan Wenger, who started five games at center and guard last sea- 
son. Wenger's game is all about positioning and leverage. He should be an upgrade over Sullivan 
over the long haul. Battling it out at left guard will be senior incumbent Mike Turkovich and jun- 
ior Eric Olsen, who manned the starting spot in the spring while Turkovich recovered from off- 
season appendectomy surgery. Olsen started six 
DEPTH CHART games in 2007. He could move into the right 
OFFENSE (8) guard slot if Turkovich wins the battle on the 
WR 18 Duval Kamara (So.) left side. The key to Notre Dame's success 
bt ued ly AS along the offensive line hinges on senior left 
2 z= ceetaictany in tackle Paul Duncan, who is responsible for 
© 51 Dan Wenger (dr) protecting Clausen’s blind side. 
RG 59 Chris Stewart (ur) 


Ri 74 Som Your (Ue) DEFENSIVE LINEMEN No position on the 


19 George West (Jr) 

82 Robby Parris (Ur) 

70 Matt Romine (So.) | 
55 Eric Olsen (ur) } 
67 Thomas Bemenderfer (Sr.) 

55 Eric Olsen (Jr) 

75 Taylor Dever (Fr) 


team enters the ’08 season with greater depth 


TE 83 Mike Ragone (So.) 84 Will Yeatman (ur) | 3 é ; 
QB 7 Jimmy Clausen (S0.) 13 Evan Sharpley (Sr) concerns than this unit, which lost one of the 
FB 44 Asaph Schwapp (Sr) 30 Steve Paskorz (So.) most productive players in Irish history — end 
HB 34 dames Aldridge (Jr) 5 Armando Allen (S0.) Trevor Laws — who led all defensive linemen 
DEFENSE (5) | nationally in tackles with 112. Also missing 
| from the spring was senior nose tackle Pat 

DE 96 Pat Kuntz (Sr.) 90 John Ryan (ur.) | ‘ 

- | Kuntz (9 PBUs), who was an academic casu- 
NT 95 Ian Williams (So.) 93 Paddy Mullen (ur) | 
DE 94 Justin Brown (Sr) 91 Emeka Nwankwo (S0.) alty but is expected to return for the fall and 
OLB 58 Brian Smith (So. AL Scott Smith (Sr) could move to end. Ian Williams, a 306- 
LB 40 Maurice Crum Jr. (St) 48 Steve Quinn (Sr) | pounder, was incredibly productive in his 
ILB 49 Toryan Smith (dr) 42 Kevin Washington (Sr) | fookie year as a backup to Kuntz. He finished 
OLB 56 Kerry Neal (So.) 97 Kallen Wade (Jr) sixth on the team in tackles with 45. Fifth-year 
CB 2 Darrin Walls (Jr) 4 Gary Gray (So.) | senior Justin Brown, an on-again, off-again 
CB 20 Terrail Lambert (Sr:) 8 Raeshon McNeil (ur) ' performer, is key to the 08 defense. The rest of 
SS 28 Kyle McCarthy (Sr.) 31 Sergio Brown (ur) the depth chart is a guessing game. Junior John 
FS 27 David Bruton (Sr.) 29 Jashaad Gaines (ur) Ryan started at outside linebacker last year, but 


now moves to defensive end, as does under- 
sized junior Morrice Richardson. Sophomore 
Emeka Nwankwo could push Brown for a 
starting spot. A talented corps of freshmen, led 
by Ethan Johnson, could contribute early. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Brandon Walker (So.) 
P 43 Eric Maust (ur.) 


KR 5 Armando Allen (So.) 
PR 11 David Grimes (Sr.) 


LINEBACKERS Maurice Crum Jr., returns for his fourth year as a starter. Though undersized, he 
is the leader of the Irish defense and a two-time captain. Junior Toryan Smith, a hard-hitting, pro- 
totype middle linebacker, replaces heady but physically limited Joe Brockington. Sophomores Kerry 
Neal and Brian Smith — two bright lights as rookies — are the projected outside linebackers. Sen- 
ior Scott Smith should be a key contributor off the bench while physically impressive Kallen Wade, 
a converted defensive end, needs to step forward. Freshmen could also help fill out the depth chart, 
led by outside linebacker/end Darius Fleming and inside linebacker Anthony McDonald. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This is perhaps the deepest and most talented unit on the squad, particularly 
at safety, where the Irish may have as many as six or seven who are capable of contributing. The 
star-in-the-making appears to be senior free safety David Bruton, who has the size and range to play 
on the next level. He'll be joined by senior Kyle McCarthy, who shows the savvy and tackling skills 
to capably replace Tom Zbikowski. Also showing star quality in pass coverage is junior cornerback 
Darrin Walls, who has worked diligently to improve his strength and run support. He'll be joined 
at cornerback by fifth-year senior Terrail Lambert, who'll need a bounce-back effort to hold off 
talented junior Raeshon McNeil and sophomore Gary Gray. Fighting for playing time at safety 
will be senior Ray Herring, juniors Sergio Brown, Jashaad Gaines and Leonard Gordon, and soph- 
omore Harrison Smith, who got a peek at linebacker in pass coverage situations in the spring. 


SPECIALISTS Although strong-legged punter Geoff Price (41.9-yard average) is gone, junior Eric 
Maust, who averaged 42.1 yards on 21 punts, appears to be a more-than-capable replacement. 
Questions remain at kicker, where sophomore Brandon Walker (6-of-12 field goals) is on the spot. 
Weis said he'd turn to the soccer team for candidates if he didn’t enter fall camp with faith in his 
kickers. Allen is a breakaway threat on kick returns, while Grimes is a reliable punt returner. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


On the attack Maurice Crum ur. has 
bought into linebackers coach Jon 
Tenuta’s aggressive style of play. The 
coach’s mantra is “press the line of 
scrimmage.” “That’s his No. 1 thing. He 
wants us to attack more and be more ag- 
gressive,” Crum says. 


A helping hand Now that Jimmy Clausen 
is the starting quarterback, that doesn’t 
mean he’s going to take on a heavy- 
handed approach with his teammates. 
“Some guys, if you yell at them, they’re 
going to go into the tank, and then you’re 
not going to get anything out of them,” 
Clausen says. “But if you talk to them 
about it, you’ll get more out of them.” 
Clausen will leave the yelling to others. 
“That’s what the coaches are for, to get 
on (the players) when they do things 
wrong,” Clausen says. “I’m just trying to 
encourage them and keep their spirits up, 
and trying to make everyone better.” 


Everybody’s All-American Most in the 
Notre Dame camp expect senior safety 
David Bruton to play to an All-American 
level this season. “He plays with a confi- 
dence and a swagger. He expects to be a 
good football player,” says Weis. 


RISING STAR 


Caught in a logjam 
of talent his rookie 
season, tight end 
Mike Ragone 
snagged only one 
pass for seven 
yards in ’07. But 
with John Carlson 
off to the NFL, Kon- 
rad Reuland’s transfer and Will Yeat- 
man’s spring suspension, the 6'5", 
240-pound sophomore with deceptive 
speed and an ill-tempered mood on the 
field figures to become a favorite of 
Jimmy Clausen early in the ’08 season. 
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Crum: Joe Robbins. 
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Athlon Sports and Triumph Books GA m F DAY (icons 
have teamed up to bring : Vj TEXAS. FOOTB: ALL - 
you AY, a series — 
of books covering sport’s most j 
legendary programs. With 
stunning visuals, vivid 
full-color photography 4oo8§ oe ee 


and lively text, the x. GAME DAY OREGON FOOTBAL L 


books shine the spotlight on , See 
the greatest players, teams, ‘= CAME OY | PENN STATE FOOTBALL 
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2008 NOTRE DAME ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN ‘TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN —_ LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
15 Castello, Brian 6-2/191 So. Pittsburgh, PA 39 Brooks, Kevin 6-2/241 Jr ThousandQaks,CA 64 Burke, Tom 5-10/242 dr. New City, NY 
7 Clausen, Jimmy 6-3/207 So. Westlake Village,CA 86 Kuppich, Paul 63/232 Sr. Westerville,OH 40 Crum, Maurice 6-0/230 Sr. Tampa, FL 
12 Lezynski, Nick 5-8/157 So. Newton, PA 83. Ragone, Mike 65/240 So. Cherry Hill, NJ 47 Nagel, Aaron 61/229 Fr. Lemont, IL 
13 Sharpley, Evan 6-2/216 Sr. Marshall, MI 84 Will Yeatman 66/264 dr San Diego,CA 56 Neal, Kerry 6-2/245 So. Bunn, NC 
RUNNING BACKS HIWT CL HOMETOWN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN “8. uinn, Steve 62/231 Sr Cherry Hill; Nd 
34 Aldridge, James 6-0/222 Jt CrownPoint,IN 67 Bemenderfer, Thomas 65/285 Sr Mishawaka, IN 58 Smith, Brian 63/233 So. Overland Park, KS 
5 Allen, Armando 510/190 So. Opalocka,FL 75. Dever, Taylor 65/289 Ft, Grass Valley, CA 39 Smith, Kevin 58/200 St Gainesville, FL 
33. Hughes, Robert 511/238 So. Chicago,IL 72. Duncan, Paul 67/308 Sr Dallas, GA 41 Smith, Scott 63/235 St. Highland Park, IL 
47 Narvaez, Mike 511/231 Jz Ridgewood, NJ 62 Flavin, Bill 63/252 So. Darien,1L 4. Smith, Toryan GU285 Je __ Rome, GA 
37. Noel, Eras 5-8/190 So Palmdale, CA 76 Nuss, Andrew 65/292 Fr Ashburn, vA 97 Wade, Kallen 65/257 dk Cincinnati, OH 
50 Paskorz, Steve 6-2/235 So, Allison Park, PA 55. Olsen, Eric 6-4/303 ur. Staten Island, NY 42 Washington, Kevin 61/241 Sr. Sugar Land, TX 
41 Rodriguez, Nikolas 5-11/205 Sr. San Antonio, TX 78 Robinson, Trevor 65/304 Fr. Elkhorn, NE DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
32 Schmidt, Luke 64/248 dr. dasper,IN 70 - Romine, Matt 65/279 So. Tulsa,OK 37 Anello, Mike §-10/170 Sr. Orland Park, IL 
44 Schwapp, Asaph 60/261 Sr. Hartford, CT 59 Stewart, Chris 65/340 ur Spring, TX 38 Bathon, Chris 5-10/192 dr. Pleasantville, NY 
46 Vittoria, Joe 5-11/244 dr. New Canaan,CT 63 Tisak, Jeff 65/306 = Sr. Duluth, MN 31 Brown, Sergio 6-2/196 dr Maywood, IL 
24 Coughlin, Brian 60/172 dr Oak Lawn, IL 51 Wenger, Dan 6-4/287 dr. Coral Springs, FL 29 - Gaines, Jashaad 60/203 dr. Las Vegas, NV 
42 Franco, Dan 510/188 dr Granger, IN 74 Young, Sam 6-8/330 dr. Coral Springs, FL 24 Gordon, Leonard 5-11/194 dr Clarksville, TN 
21. Gallup Jr, Barry 511/185 de Wellesley, MA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 4 ray, Gary 51/180 So. Columbia, SC 
29 Garcia, Michael 61/178 So. Colorado Springs, Co 94 Brown, Justin 63/261 Sr Clinton, MD © Herring, Ray _ 510/197 Sr. Melbourne, FL 
11 Grimes, David 510/177 Sr Detroit, MI 98 Cwynar, Sean 6-4/283 Fr. Woodstock, 1. 20. Lambert, Terral SL/L Sr Bakersfield, CA 
38 Gurries, Christopher  5-10/181 So. Reno, NV 69. Inzunza, Dorian 5-9/255 Sr Indio, ca 43: Leoni, John 59/169 St Medford, OR 
1 Hord, Du. 61/196 Sr. Lee's Summit,MO 96. Kuntz, Pat 63/285 Sr ——_Indianapolis,1n 28 McCarthy, Kyle 60/207 Sr Youngstown, OH 
80 Jackson, Richard 63/204 dr. Minneola,FL 93 Mullen, Paddy 63/290 Jr. St. Louis, MO 8 McNeil, Raestion 60/187 dr. Cooleemee, NC 
18 Kamara, Duval 65/222 So. Hoboken, NJ 91. Nwankwo, Emeka 6-4/283 So. Miramar, FL 22 Smith, Harrison 62/205 Fr Knoxville, TN 
82. Parris, Robby 63/209 Jr —OlmstedFalls,H 61 Quintana, Martin 61/242 dt Berwyn, IL 2 Walls, Darrin 60/180 dr Pittsburgh, PA 
45 Patterson, Kristopher  5-11/185 Sr. Seattle, WA 53 Richardson, Morrice 6-2/244 dr. College Park,GA SPECIALISTS HI/WI CL HOMETOWN 
23 Tate, Golden 5-11/188 So. Hendersonville, TN 90 Ryan, John 65/253 dr. Westlake,OH 39 Burkhart, Ryan (K) 5-11/196 dr. Wakarusa, IN 
85 Vos, Sam 5-10/199 dr Burlington, WI 95 Williams, Ian 6-2/306 So. Altamonte Springs, FL 43 Maust, Eric (P) 62/177 dt. Atlanta, GA 
19 West, George 58/197 dr. Spencer, OK 14 Walker, Brandon (K) 63/197 So. Findlay, OH 
35 Whitaker, Nate (K) 5-9/170 uh. San Diego, CA 
Robert Blanton DB 6-1 5 Matthews, NC piesa 
x WS, i 
Braxston Cave OL 63 292 Mishawaka,IN | DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE AM 
Lane Clelland OL 65 265 Owings Mills, MD | S- 1 Georgia Tech L 33- 3 80,795 
Dayne Crist QB 6-5 225 Sherman Oaks, CA | S. 8 at Penn State L 31-10 110,078 
Sean Cwynar DL 6-4 283 Woodstock, IL $.15 at Michigan L 38- 0 111,178 
Woseo rau Ite in 8! Encino,CA | —$.22 Michigan State L 31-14 80,795 
Steve Filer LB 6-4 220 Chicago,IL | 
Darius Fleming 1B 6-2 © 230 Chicago,IL | 5-29 at Purdue L 33-19 65,250 
Michael Floyd WR 63 200 Saint Paul, MN | 0. 6 atUCLA Ww 20- 6 78,543 
Mike Golic OL 65 265 West Hartford,CT | 0.13 Boston College L 27-14 80,795 
oe Pa wR A aa sheet the a 0.20 USC L 38- 0 80,795 
lonas Gray - everly Hills, 
Ethan Johnson DL 64 «265 Portland,oR | - 3 Naw 5 gape: S029 
Kapron Lewis-Moore DE 6-4 230 Weatherford, TX N.10 Air Force L 41-24 80,795 
Dan McCarthy DB 6-2 190 Youngstown, OH | N.17 Duke Ww 28- 7 80,795 
Anthony McDonald LB 63 220 Sherman Oaks, CA N.24 at Stanford W 91-14 48,953 
Brandon Newman DL 6-1 305 Louisville, KY 
David Posluszny LB 6-2 214 Aliquippa, PA 
Trevor Robinson OL 65 304 Elkhorn, NE 2007 INDIVIDUAL STAT 
Kyle Rudolph TE 67 235 Cincinnati, OH 
Jamoris Slaughter DB 6-1 180 Tucker,GA | PASSING AIT cOoMP YDS 1D INT 
Deion Walker WR 63 185 Christchurch, VA | Jimmy Clausen 245 138 ©1254 7 6 
Hafis Williams DL 6-4 295 Elizabeth, NU | Evan Sharpley 140 77 736 5 3 
The Irish signed one of the top classes in the country, highlighted byastrongcorps RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
of defensive linemen, wide receivers, tight ends and quarterback Dayne Crist. De- James Aldridge 121 463 3.8 0 
fensive end Ethan Johnson and end/outside linebacker Darius Fleming could be in- Armando Allen 86 348 4.0 0 
stant-impact contributors on a front lacking depth. Receivers Michael Floyd and | Robert Hughes 53 294 5.5 4 
Deion Walker also could impact a pass-catching corps shy on game-breakers. Notre 
Dame lost John Carlson to graduation and Konrad Reuland to transfer, so tight end | RECEIVING REC vos AVG Ld 
was a need position. The Irish filled those spots with five-star prospect Kyle | John Carlson 40 372 9.3 3 
Rudolph and Joseph Fauria, the nephew of former Colorado great Christian. Crist, Duval Kant 32 357,12 4 
one of 14 Notre Dame freshmen who participated in the U.S. Army All-American Robby Parris 29 361 12.4 1 
David Grimes 27 224 8.3 4) 


Bowl in San Antonio, could contend for the No. 2 job behind Jimmy Clausen as early 
as this fall. Defensive end Sean Cwynar and offensive guard Trevor Robinson got 
a jump on the competition when they enrolled at Notre Dame in January and par- 
ticipated in spring drills. 


94 


Kicking: Brandon Walker, 6-12 FGs, 22-23 XPs, 40 points 


Tackles: Trevor Laws, 112; Joe Brockington, 108 


Sacks: Trevor Laws, 4 


Interceptions: David Bruton, 3 
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Returning Players in Bold 


IF YOU WON YOUR FANTASY LEAGUE LAST YEAR THERE IS NO 
REASON TO CONTINUE READING THIS AD. PLEASE TURN THE PAGE & 


CONTINUE MAKING PICKS LIKE YOU ALWAYS HAVE. THANK YOU. 


Still Using The Same Free 
Analysis As Your Competition? 


Where’s Your Edge? ; 
To get superior insight and analysis on everything you need : > on 
to be a fantasy powerhouse, check out the guys that have : = mul = é 


been picking fantasy winners for over 23 years. 


ad /fantasy 
[4 Powered by Dan & Kelly Grogan 


Introducing your new front door. 


Make the real entrance of your home beautiful with EPOXYShield® garage floor coating. 


Your garage is an extension of your home. Shouldn't you give your 


floor the protection, durability and beauty it deserves? One easy-to- 


©2007 Rust-Oleum Corporation 


apply coat of EPOXYShield gives you a 
professional finish that resists gas, oil, salt 
and hot tire pick-up. Learn more about 
America's best-selling premium garage 
floor coating at rustoleum.com. 
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RUST-OLEUM 


stopping rust is just the start? 


Layne Murdoch 
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BOB STOOPS = 


BIG 12 NORTH 


1. MISSOURI 

2. KANSAS 

3. COLORADO 

4. NEBRASKA 

5. KANSAS STATE 
6. IOWA STATE 


BIG 12 SOUTH 

1. OKLAHOMA 

2. TEXAS 

3. TEXAS TECH 

4. OKLAHOMA STATE 
5. TEXAS A&M 

6. BAYLOR 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
OKLAHOMA OVER MISSOURI 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


klahoma coach Bob Stoops ended the 2007 regular season by practically 
begging Associated Press voters for a spot in the national title game. This 
year he may not have to ask. With a favorable schedule and all-conference 


candidates at nearly every position, the Sooners look more poised than ever 
to compete for college football’s most coveted crown. 
“We've been pretty consistent when it comes to going after Big 12 championships,” 
Stoops says. “We look to do that again this year — and hopefully finish a little stronger.” 
‘Oklahoma — which lost to West Virginia in last season’s Fiesta Bowl — has ad- 
vanced to the Big 12 title game six of the last seven years. It could easily be more of the 
same in 2008 thanks, in part, to the return of quarterback Sam Bradford, who led the 
Jeague in pass efficiency as a freshman last season. Equally important for the Sooners is 
anoffénsive line that features All-America candidates in Phil Loadholt and Duke Robin- 


sOn-and a defensive line that’s as good as any in the country with DeMarcus Granger, 


Auston English and Gerald McCoy. 

It also helps that Oklahoma's schedule is void of any daunting road games. Granted, 
winning at Texas A&M or Oklahoma State wont be easy, but it certainly would've been 
much’ tougher to win at Kansas or Big 12 North favorite Missouri. 

-* Instead Oklahoma gets the Jayhawks at home — and it doesn’t even have to play 
the Tigers. That’s good news for Missouri, whose only two losses last season came against 
the-Sooners. 

Speaking of Gary Pinkel’s squad, as long as quarterback Chase Daniel stays healthy, 
the Tigers should be the class of the Big 12 North once again. Although he lost out to 


‘Tim Tebow, Daniel was in New York for last year’s Heisman Trophy presentation — and 


he should contend for the award once again. 

Of course, it helps to have a standout receiving corps, and Missouri touts just that 
in Jeremy Maclin, Danario Alexander and tight end Chase Coffman. Missouri may not 
have to play Oklahoma, but it does face tough tasks against Illinois and Kansas, two 
teams that played in BCS bowls last season. 

Put the Jayhawks on your list of Big 12 title contenders, too. Kansas lost its leading 
rusher (Brandon McAnderson), its leader in receiving yards (Marcus Henry), top two 
linemen (Anthony Collins and James McClinton) and top overall player (Aqib Talib) 
from a squad that defeated Virginia Tech in the Orange Bowl. Still, Mark Mangino’s 
team returns one of the country’s top signal-callers in Todd Reesing, who will be tested 
by a schedule that, unlike last year, includes Texas and Oklahoma. 

In Austin, Longhorns coach Mack Brown says this year’s Texas team may not be as 
“star-studded” as some of his teams have been in the past. But with the way Brown has 
recruited the last few years you can bet Texas will be one of the top teams in the Big 12 
once again. 

It would certainly help Texas’ cause if Vondrell McGee or Foswhitt Whittaker capi- 
talized on the loss of Jamaal Charles and became the Longhorns’ next marquee running 
back. Texas also needs to shore up a defensive secondary that was among the league’s 
worst in 2007. 

If the Longhorns’ pass defense doesn’t improve then they could certainly struggle 
against teams such as Texas Tech, which returns pass-happy quarterback Graham Har- 
rell and All-America receiver Michael Crabtree, who could challenge Daniel for Big 12 
Most Valuable Player honors. Don’t be surprised if the Red Raiders finish ahead of 
Texas in the season-ending standings. 

As for up-and-coming teams, look for Colorado to make some noticeable strides this 
fall. True freshman Darrell Scott could challenge immediately for the running back po- 
sition vacated by the graduation of Hugh Charles, and quarterback Cody Hawkins 
should improve after going through highs and lows as a freshman. 

Nebraska could also be much-improved under first-year head coach Bo Pelini, who 
takes over after helping LSU to the national title last season. Pelini’s biggest task is 
bringing the swagger back to a defense that was downright embarrassing in 2007. Help- 
ing the situation will be the presence of quarterback Joe Ganz, who performed well 
after taking over for an injured Sam Keller at the end of last season. 

Oklahoma State lost Adarius Bowman and Dantrell Savage but could still be much 
improved — if only the Cowboys can beat Troy. New Texas A&M coach Mike Sher- 
man inherited a pair of offensive standouts in quarterback Stephen McGee and tailback 
Michael Goodson, but the Aggies don’t have much else. 

Ron Prince could be entering his final season at Kansas State, where he signed a re- 
cruiting class that included 19 junior college transfers. lowa State got better and better 
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You could travel the globe and not find more sports opportunities than we have right here in 
Alabama. That's why we're devoting an entire year to sports of all kinds. Racing at the Talladega 
Superspeedway, football in Auburn and Tuscaloosa, golf along the Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Trail. We've got it all. So if you've got a passion for sports, then 2008 is going to be a year to 
remember. Get schedules, see video clips, get information about sports events and destinations, 


and register to win the ULTIMATE ALABAMA SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES ar WWW. Year ofalabamasports.com. 
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“each week under Gene Chizik last season, but now the Cyclones are break- 
‘ing -in a new: quarterback, 


what appears to bea home run hire in Art Briles, and the addition of 


Baylor should be the Big 12’s worst team once again, but the Bears made 


Miami transfer Kirby Freeman will help at quarterback. Freeman will bat- 
tle true freshman Robert Griffin for the starting assignment. 


BIG 12 NOTEBOOK » 


» 


MIKEGUNDY 


» 


» 


A handful of the Big 12’s top players were withheld from spring prac- 
tices because of various injuries. The list included Kansas linebacker Joe 
Mortensen, Oklahoma safety Nic Harris, Missouri safety William 
Moore and receiver Danario Alexander, Texas linebacker Sergio Kindle 
and Colorado safety Ryan Walters. 
» Texas, Oklahoma State and 
Colorado aren't the only 
schools that will enter the sea- 
son undecided at running 
back. Shannon Woods, 
Aaron Crawford, Kobey 
Lewis and Baron Batch are 
battling it out at Texas Tech, 
while Derrick Washington 
and Jimmy Jackson will audi- 
tion to replace Tony Temple 
at Mizzou. 
» Nebraska's dreadful 2007 
season certainly didn’t do 
much for the Cornhuskers’ 
recruiting. Rivals.com had 
ranked Bill Callahan's incom- 
ing 2008 class as one of the 
Top 5 in the country. But 
many of those players de- 
a committed once Callahan 
was fired and eventually 
signed elsewhere. New coach Bo Pelini still pieced together a decent 
class, which was ranked No. 30. 
A familiar name is back in Austin as Texas’ running backs coach. For- 
mer Longhorn quarterback Major Applewhite accepted the position 
after serving as offensive coordinator under Nick Saban at Alabama last 
season. 
A handful of Big 12 standouts encountered legal trouble during the off- 
season. Colorado tight end Riar Greer — the team’s leading receiver in 
2006 — was arrested for assaulting two men on March 14. Buffaloes 
linebacker Lynn Katoa was arrested for second-degree assault during a 
separate incident one month earlier. In other legal news, Missouri line- 
backer Marquis Booker was dismissed from the team following his 
March 16 arrest for suspicion of unlawful use of a weapon. Tigers stand- 
outs Jeremy Maclin and Sean Weatherspoon were with Booker at the 
time of his arrest but were not charged. 
Former Oklahoma State quarterback Bobby Reid said he wasn’t all that 
impressed when coach Mike Gundy tried to defend him during a bois- 
terous rant against a newspaper columnist last fall. “That was all a big 
show, It didn’t feel genuine,” says Reid, who has transferred to Texas 
Southern. 
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TOP 20 NEWCOMERS » 


1. Darrell Scott (#3) RB 6'2" 215 Oxnard,CA Colorado 
The most complete running back in the nation can run inside or out. 
2. Jermie Calhoun (#8) RB 6'0" 210 Van,TX Oklahoma 


Almost a carbon copy of Scott; can stretch defenses in passing game as well. 


3. RJ.Washington (#10) DE 6'4" 242 Fort Worth, TX Oklahoma 
Possibly the best edge rusher in the nation; has great explosion off the line. 


4. Stephen Good (#29) OL 6'5" 305 Paris, TX Oklahoma 
Tenacity, attitude and great drive make up for lack of ideal tackle size. 

5. Blaine Gabbert (#32) QB 6'5" 225 Ballwin, MO Missouri 
Has on arm that can make every throw and shows solid mobility too. 

6. Baker Steinkuhler (#37) OL 6'6" 290 Lincoln, NE Nebraska 
Possibly the best prospect ever from Nebraska has great natural ability. 

7. Dan Buckner (#40) WR 6'4" 213 Austin, TX Texas 


Big, physical player who outworks opponents for the ball; great red zone target. 


8. Jameel Owens (#45) WR 6'3" 200 Muskogee, OK Okiahoma 
Strong, powerful target who uses great hands and aggressiveness to make plays. 


9. Cyrus Gray (#61) RB 5'10" 188 DeSoto, TX Texas A&M 

Speed back who has great vision and cut-back ability; a bit of a slasher. 

10. Aaron Williams (#62) DB 6'1" 175 Round Rock, TX Texas 
A strong, physical prospect who has great range, likely a safety. 

11, Josh Jarboe (#63) WR 6'3" 195 Decatur,GA Oklahoma 
Toughness and natural instincts are this tall receiver's best assets. 

12. Jarvis Humphrey (#64) DT 6'2" 295 Cedar Hill, TX Texas 
Space-eater of a tackle; shows great power and strength at the point of attack. 

13. Jon Major (#65) LB 6'3" 225 = Parker,CO Colorado 
Young (17) prospect who uses power and brute force to make plays. 

14. Lynn Katoa (#76) LB 6'2" 220 = Salt Lake City, UT Colorado 
Upside prospect with great natural ability; has only played three years of football. 

15, DeSean Hales (#77) WR 5'11" 185 Spring, TX Texas 
Perfect fit for a slot receiver; great after the catch and in the return game. 

16. DJ. Monroe (#87) CB 5'9" 165 Angleton, TX Texas 
Small in stature but not in heart; great quickness and agility. 

17. Justin Johnson (#89) RB 6'1" 210 Gilmer, TX Oklahoma 
Lacks top-end speed but has every other piece of the puzzle; could be an LB too. 

18. Jeff Fuller (#92) WR 6'4" 206 McKinney, TX Texas A&M 
Will be a dominant possession receiver and a solid deep threat as well. 

19. Landry Jones (#100) QB 6's" 210 Artesia,NM Oklahoma 
Strength is his mental make-up; poise, patience and timing ore great. 

20. DJ. Grant wR 6'3" 205 Austin, TX Texas 


Sleeper prospect with great size and frame; shows solid hands and ball skills. 
(#) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 


RECRUITING BY SCHOOL » 


1. OKLAHOMA 7. OKLAHOMA STATE 
2. TEXAS 8. KANSAS STATE 
3. COLORADO 9. KANSAS 


4. TEXAS A&M 10. TEXAS TECH 
5. MISSOURI 11. BAYLOR 
6. NEBRASKA 12. IOWA STATE 


“| guess the people there now don't want 
ex-players hanging around. 
Were a constant reminder of everything 
they haven't done.” 


— Former Nebraska standout Jason Peter 
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ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 
QB CHASE DANIEL 


6'0" 225 SR. MISSOURI 
Heisman contender focused on winning national title. 


RB MIKE GOODSON 
6'0" 196 JR. TEXAS A&M 
Poised for a breakout year with a new coaching staff. 


RB MARLON LUCKY 
6'0" 215 SR NEBRASKA 
Big 12's top returning rusher gained 1,019 yards in 2007. 


WR MICHAEL CRABTREE 
6'3" 208 SO. TEXAS TECH 
Earned All-America honors as a freshman. 


WR JEREMY MACLIN 
6'1" 200 SO. MISSOURI 
Had 2,776 all-purpose yards in 2007 in dazzling debut. 


TE CHASE COFFMAN 
6'6" 245 SR. MISSOURI 


Martin Rucker's departure means more action for Coffman. 


€ JON COOPER 
6'2" 289 SR. OKLAHOMA 


Now healthy, veteran hopes 2008 will be his best season. 


OL CEDRIC DOCKERY 
6'4" 320 SR. TEXAS 


Longhorns hope he can stay healthy for an entire season. 


OL PHIL LOADHOLT 
6'8" 350 SR. OKLAHOMA 
They don't get much bigger than Loadholt. 


OL DUKE ROBINSON 
6'5" 346 SR. OKLAHOMA 
Top player on the Big 12's most imposing line. 


OL LOUIS VASQUEZ 
6'6" 335 SR. TEXAS TECH 
All-America candidate is heart and soul of team. 


SPECIALISTS 


K JEFF WOLFERT 
6'2" 185 SR. MISSOURI 
Was perfect on 67 PATs and made 21-of-25 FGs. 


P JUSTIN BRANTLY 
6'3" 241 SR. TEXAS A&M 
Fourth-year starter averaged 44.2 yards per punt. 
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FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 


DL AUSTON ENGLISH 
6'3" 241 JR. OKLAHOMA 
Led Big 12 in sacks despite missing three games.. 


DL GEORGE HYPOLITE 
6'1" 285 SR. COLORADO 
First-team All-Big 12 selection registered 6.5 sacks. 


DL GERALD McCOY 
6'4" 289 SO. OKLAHOMA 
One of the nation’s best sophomores. 


DL BRIAN ORAKPO 
6'4" 260 SR. TEXAS 
Future NFL Draft pick may be Horns’ top player. 


LB JOE MORTENSEN 
6'1" 250 SR. KANSAS 


Returning all-league pick led team with 106 tackles. 


LB JOE PAWELEK 
6'3" 236 JR. BAYLOR 
Had 99 tackles last season. 


LB SEAN WEATHERSPOON 
61" 235 JR. MISSOURI 
Averaged 9.1 stops per game. 


CB CHRIS HARRIS 
6'0" 180 SO. KANSAS 
Big 12's reigning Defensive Newcomer of the Year. 


CB JAMAR WALL 
5'10" 195 JR. TEXAS TECH 
Leader of one of the Big 12's best secondaries. 


§ NIC HARRIS 
6'3" 232 SR. OKLAHOMA 
Quarterback of the Sooners’ back line. 


§ WILLIAM MOORE 
6'1" 230 SR. MISSOURI 
Picked off a league-leading eight passes in 2008. 


KR MARCUS HERFORD 
6'3" 208 SR. KANSAS 
Averaged of 28.7 yards per return. 


PR JEREMY MACLIN 
6'1" 200 SO. MISSOURI 
Could emerge as the game's most exciting player. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Sam Bradford 6'4" 208 So. Oklahoma 
RB DeMarcoMurray 6'0" 198 So. Oklahoma 
RB Jake Sharp 5'10" 190 Jr. Kansas 

WR Dexton Fields 610" 204 Sr. Kansas 

WR Juaquin Iglesias 60" 204 Sr. Oklahoma 
TE JermaineGresham 6'5" 264 Jr. Oklahoma 
C RyanCantrell 63" 295 Sr. Kansas 

OL Colin Brown 6'8" 325 Sr. Missouri 
OL Matt Slauson 6'5" 325 Sr. Nebraska 
OL Jason Smith 6'5"_ 298 Sr. Baylor 

OL Brandon Walker  6'3" 309 Sr. Oklahoma 
SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 

DL lan Campbell 6'5" 249 Sr. Kansas State 
DL DeMarcus Granger 6'2" 315 Jr. Oklahoma 
DL Zach Potter 67" 280 Sr. Nebraska 
DL Stryker Sulak 6'5" 250 Sr. Missouri 

LB Rashad Bobino 5'11" 238 Sr. Texas 

LB BrockChristopher 6'2" 235 Sr. Missouri 

LB Mike Rivera 63" 255 Sr. Kansas 

CB. Carl Gettis 5'11" 200 So. Missouri 
CB Ryan Palmer 5110" 190 Sr. Texas 

S Gary Chandler 5111" 195 Sr. Kansas State 
S Jordan Lake 6'2" 206 Jr. Baylor 
SECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Ryan Bailey 6'2" 205 Sr. Texas 

P Matt Fodge 611" 195 Sr. Oklahoma State 
KR Juaquin iglesias 60" 204 Sr. Oklahoma 
PR Deon Murphy 5'10" 170 Sr. Kansas State 
THIRD TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Todd Reesing 5'11" 200 Jr Kansas 

RB. Chris Brown 5'10" 196 Jr. Oklahoma 
RB Jorvorskie Lane 60" 285 Sr. Texas A&M 
WR Danario Alexander 6'5" 210 Jr. Missouri 
WR Deon Murphy 5'10" 170 Sr. Kansas State 
TE Brandon Pettigrew 6'6" 260 Sr. Oklahoma State 
C Jordan Bedore 6'3" 308 Sr. Kansas State 
OL Kurtis Gregory 6'5" 305 Jr. Missouri 
OL Chet Hartley 6'4" 310 Sr. Kansas 

OL Russell Okung 6'5" 290 Jr. Oklahoma State 
OL Marlon Winn 66" 329 Jr. Texas Tech 
THIRD TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Russell Brorsen 6'4" 240 Sr. Kansas 

DL Ziggy Hood 6'4" 295 Sr. Missouri 
DL lamarrHouston 6'2" 275 Jr. Texas 

DL Brandon Williams 6'5" 253 Jr. Texas Tech 
LB RoddrickMuckelroy 6'2" 230 Jr. Texas 

LB Ryan Reynolds 62" 236 Jr. Oklahoma 
LB Jesse Smith 60" 239 Jr. lowa State 
CB Deon Beasley 5110" 175 Jr. Texas 

CB Jacob Lacey 5111" 175 Sr. Oklahoma State 
§  Darcel McBath 611" 196 Sr. Texas Tech 
S Darrell Stuckey 61" 205 Jr. Kansas 
THIRD TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K  BrooksRossman 610" 178 Sr. Kansas State 
P Dan Titchener 6'0" 200 Sr. Nebraska 
KR Quan Cosby 5111" 205 Sr. Texas 

PR Perrish Cox 611" 190 Jr. Oklahoma State 
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NORTH 
MISSOURI 
KANSAS 
COLORADO 
KANSAS STATE 
NEBRASKA 
IOWA STATE 


SOUTH 
OKLAHOMA 
TEXAS 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TEXAS TECH 
TEXAS A&M 
BAYLOR 


BIG 12 OVERALL 
7-1 12-2 
71 12-1 

4-4 67 
3-5 57 
2-6 57 
2-6 3-9 

BIG 12 OVERALL 
6-2 113 
5-3 10-3 

4-4 7-6 
4-4 9-4 
4-4 7-6 
0-8 3-9 


SCORE 
BAYLOR 18.2 (117) 
COLORADO 27.3 (10) 
IOWA STATE 18.2 (117) 
KANSAS 42.8 (1) 
KANSAS STATE 35.2 (6) 
MISSOURI 39.9 (4) 
NEBRASKA 33.4 (8) 
OKLAHOMA 42.3 (2) 
OKLAHOMA STATE 34.6 (7) 
TEXAS 37.2 (5) 
TEXAS A&M 279™ (9) 
TEXAS TECH 40.9 (3) 


PASSING 


BAYLOR 


COLORADO 
IOWA STATE 


KANSAS 
KANSAS 


STATE 


MISSOURI 
NEBRASKA 
OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


TEXAS 


TEXAS A&M 
TEXAS TECH 


Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 
Chase Daniel, Missouri 
Josh Freeman, Kansas State 


RUSHING 


Marlon Lucky, Nebraska 
DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma 
Stephen McGee, Texas A&M 


RECEIVING 


Michael Crabtree, Texas Tech 
Jeremy Maclin, Missouri 


ATT 
206 
127 
181 


REC 
134 
80 


YDS 
1,962 
1,055 
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AVG 
49 
6.0 
5.0 


AVG 
14.6 
13.2 


PCT 
718 
68.2 
63.3 


3 


22 
9 


YDS 
5,705 
4306 
3,353 


AVG/G 
84.9 
69.5 
69.2 


AVG/G 
150.9 
134 


TACKLES: Sean Weatherspoon, Missouri (127); Jordan Lake, Baylor (120) 
SACKS: Auston English, Oklahoma (9.5); Kurtis Taylor, lowa State (6.5), George Hypolite, Colorado (6.5) 


OFFENSE 


RUSH PASS 
778 (11) 273.4 (6) 


211.6 
59.3. ( 


(8) 234.3 (10) 


12) 470.3 (1) 


TOTAL 
351.2 (11) 
378.5 (10) 


SCORE 


25.9 
25.9 


2007 BIG 12 BOWL RESULTS 


HOLIDAY BOWL DEC. 27 SAN DIEGO, CA: TEXAS 52, ARIZONA STATE 34 » ALAMO BOWL DEC. 29 SAN ANTONIO, TX: PENN STATE 24, TEXAS A&M 17 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL DEC. 30 SHREVEPORT, LA: ALABAMA 30, COLORADO 24 
INSIGHT BOWL DEC. 31 TEMPE, AZ: OKLAHOMA STATE 49 INDIANA 33 * COTTON BOWL JAN. 1 DALLAS, TX: MISSOURI 38, ARKANSAS 7 
GATOR BOWL JAN. 1 JACKSONVILLE, FL: TEXAS TECH 31, VIRGINIA 28 © FIESTA BOWL JAN. 2 GLENDALE, AZ: WEST VIRGINIA 48, OKLAHOMA 28 
ORANGE BOWL JAN. 3 MIAMI, FL: KANSAS 24, VIRGINIA TECH 21 


RUSH 


182.3 
128.0 
136.1 

94.8 
141.6 
122.1 
232.2 
110.3 
155.8 

93.4 
160.9 
177.0 


(11) 


DEFENSE 


279.2 
261.3 


PASS 
(11) 


1D AVG/G 
48 438.8 
33 307.6 
18 279.4 


TOTAL 


461.6 
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(11) 
(6) 
(7) 
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PASSING GAME. 
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MINIUSA.COM 


LINe@IN’ 


IAS. 


avid Yost’s team was up 
14-0, but he was in 
some big trouble. Sitting 
in Chase Daniel’s room 
back in late ’04, Yost had 
scored a quick TD and then converted a 
Daniel turnover to up the count to double 
digits. Things became pretty uncomfortable. 

“He stopped talking,” Yost says. 

Daniel was still a high school senior, and 
he fashioned himself quite an X-box star. 
When the Missouri quarterbacks coach took 
the early lead in the video game, he couldn't 
really enjoy it, because Daniel had yet to sign 
a letter-of-intent to become a Tiger. Yost 
started to worry that beating Daniel in an X- 
box showdown would yield short-term joy 
but lead to misery down the road. So, ac- 
cording to Yost, he pulled back. “I didn’t want 
to beat him, because he hadn't signed,” Yost 
says, laughing. “As soon as he started winning, 
he was okay again.” 

As you might imagine, Daniel scoffs at 
Yost’s version of the story. Yes, the coach did 
take the two-touchdown lead. No, he didn’t 
let Daniel win. “No way,” Daniel says em- 
phatically. 
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Don't kid around with Daniel when it 
comes to winning and losing, because he is 
committed to one and abhors the other. “He 
can be a little bit of a jerk when he’s losing,” 
Yost says. Missouri coaches and fans didn't see 
too much of that behavior last year, when 
Daniel led the Tigers to a 12-2 record, fin- 
ished fourth in the 07 Heisman voting and 
threw for 4,306 yards and 33 TDs. He enters 
this year with even loftier goals after two years 
as a starter in Mizzou’s spread system, which 
is quite similar to the offense Daniel ran at 
Carroll High School, just outside Dallas. “I 
can't get anymore comfortable than | am 
now,” Daniel says. 

Daniel isn’t the only Big 12 quarterback 
who is relaxed in his position. Once a part of 
the country devoted to ground-based attacks, 
especially going back to its roots as the Big 
Eight and Southwest Conferences, the Big 12 
is bursting with strong arms and big numbers. 
Daniel, Kansas’ Todd Reesing, Texas Tech’s 
Graham Harrell, Texas’ Colt McCoy, Col- 
orado’s Cody Hawkins, Oklahoma's Sam 
Bradford and Kansas State's Josh Freeman all 
threw for at least 3,000 yards last year and all 
return to build on those performances in ’08. 


Pred 
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by Michael Brad 


In addition, Oklahoma State’s Zac Robinson 
and Baylor's Blake Szymanski each topped 
2,800 yards through the air and have come 
back for more. The conference’s two depart- 
ing starters each threw for more than 2,000 
yards last year, which used to be three years of 
work for a Big Eight optionmeister. 

“High schools are throwing the ball much 
more than they ever have before,” Texas of- 
fensive coordinator Greg Davis says. “We're 
getting quarterbacks who have been throwing 
at an earlier age, because the defenses they're 
seeing are so good you have to have the abil- 
ity to throw. 

“There was a time in Texas, where youd go 
to evaluate quarterbacks, and they were all 
running the wishbone, the Houston veer or 
the wing-T.” 

Daniel is a perfect example of how things 
have changed. He spent his prep years in Todd 
Dodge's spread system at Carroll, throwing on 
almost every down. By the time he arrived at 
Missouri, Daniel was ready to play immedi- 
ately. After appearing in 10 games as a fresh- 
man, he started each of the next two seasons. 
Never did he feel like a rookie. 

“I did so many quarterback drills in high 
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Daniel, Ressing: Chris Covatta; Bradford: John Betancourt 


Harrell: Layne Murdoch; McCoy Chris Covatta; Freeman: Larry Smith 


school, that I don’t think anyone in the na- 
tion was throwing as much as we did,” Daniel 
says. “We had winter drills three times a week 
where we threw for 45 minutes. That really 
helped my accuracy.” 

Yost has pretty high standards in that area 
for Daniel this year, establishing 75 percent as 
the goal. That should be pretty easy, since 
Daniel completed 84 percent of his throws 
during the spring. That comes from complete 
control of the offense and the desire to attack 
the defenses, rather than merely exploiting 
soft spots. “He's playing better this spring 
than we've ever seen,” Yost says. 

Davis saw an improvement in McCoy dur- 
ing the spring as well. After an impressive red- 
shirt freshman campaign, McCoy slipped 
some last year. His numbers were hardly hor- 
rible. In fact, he threw for more yards (3,303) 
than he had the year before. But his comple- 
tion percentage dipped from a school-record 
68.2 percent to a still-strong 65.1 percent, his 
TDs fell from 29 to 22, and his interception 
total climbed from seven to 18. It wasn’t a dis- 
astrous season, but ’07 did feature a second 
straight loss to Texas A&M and three total de- 
feats for the second year in a row. 

Davis blames a couple factors for McCoy's 
stumble. The first was the offensive line, 
which lost three ‘06 starters and struggled 
early to provide adequate protection. Com- 
pounding that trouble was Davis’ decision to 
give McCoy more responsibility early in the 
season than he had in ’06. That made sense, 
because the quarterback was no longer a 
rookie and should have been up to the chal- 
lenge. But as the line struggled, so did McCoy. 
He forced some passes, suffered from some 
bad luck on tipped balls and needed half the 
season to get comfortable again. 

“When you put a lot on a quarterback, 
youre also putting a lot on the offensive line,” 
Davis says. “We gave him a lot of choices at 
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the line last year to change protections and 
plays. While he did a lot of things right, the 
offensive line wasn’t ready for it. 

“At midseason, we stepped back a bit from 
that, and we were a better offense.” 

Listening to McCoy talk, you get the im- 
pression his coach is protecting him a bit. The 
line and McCoy’s struggles with the added re- 
sponsibilities were factors in last year’s slump, 
but McCoy believes he became a little com- 
placent after such a strong debut. “It’s easy to 
slip up during your sophomore year and think 
you know it all,” he says. It may surprise some 
that McCoy, who is described as conscientious 
to a fault by those around the program, lost 
focus early last season, but it shouldn't be at all 
surprising that he made amends in the spring 
of 08. “I took the game like I didn’t know it 
and did things differently in the spring,” he 
says. “This spring, I prepared better.” 

With the offensive line — and quarterback 
— more experienced, Davis was able to un- 
load the full playbook on the Longhorns this 
spring. He also stressed the need to be patient 
and understand that the defense wins every 
now and then and that punting is far better 
than throwing an interception. The result? 
“The best spring since I’ve been here,” McCoy 
says. 

You can be sure that’s how things felt in 
Lubbock, where Harrell is poised to break for- 
mer Red Raider B.J. Symons’ record for most 
passing yards in a season (5,833), after miss- 
ing the mark by only 128 yards last year. The 
numbers will certainly come in Mike Leach’s 
pass-crazed offense, but Harrell’s mandate is 
not to pile up the statistics. “Coach Leach tells 
me every day in meetings that my job is to 
make people better,” Harrell says with con- 
viction. 

Harrell must make that his first priority, 
because the Tech system gives him almost 
complete autonomy once he hits the field. He 
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can call whatever play he wants, based on the 
defense he sees “from goal line to goal line,” 
Harrell says. If he were to be selfish, the Red 
Raiders wouldn't be successful. To achieve 
tremendous individual success while still put- 
ting the team first is a more impressive ac- 
complishment. Harrell certainly did that in 
07. In addition to leading the nation in pass- 
ing yardage (5,705), total offense (431.8 
yards/game) and touchdown passes (48), he 
helped the Raiders to a 9-4 mark and Gator 
Bowl win. With all but one starter returning 
on offense, Tech should be again among the 
best of the Big 12. Thanks to Harrell, there is 
a chance for something truly special. 

“Graham is so level-headed,” Leach says. 
“Everybody's going to have a bad outing or a 
bad series, bue Graham doesn’t break down. 
He regroups and gets back after it quicker 
than most.” 

There are quick recoveries, and then there 
are quick rises to prominence. Kansas junior 
Reesing certainly fits the latter. After exiting 
last spring as the backup under center, he 
turned into one of the nation’s most com- 
pelling stories, leading the Jayhawks to a 12-1 
record and Orange Bowl triumph. Reesing 
proved to be the perfect triggerman for the 
KU spread, throwing for 3,486 yards, 33 
touchdowns and only seven picks. 

Reesing’s rise began in the middle of Au- 
gust, when he separated himself from former 
starter Kerry Meier in first-year offensive co- 
ordinator Ed Warinner’s attack. Once Reesing 
took over, it was up to Warinner to tailor the 
scheme to Reesing’s talents. “We wanted to 
take advantage of his ability to move, quick 
release and accuracy,” Warinner says. Reesing 
wasn’t perfect right away. In the Jayhawks’ 
fifth-game win over Kansas State, he threw 
three interceptions, something that had to 
change. “After that, he realized he had better 
take care of the ball,” Warinner says. 
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Reesing did that by quelling his desire to 


make big plays and working more within the 
offense, Since he was a sophomore, Reesing 
wasn't asked to audible much. He brought the 
team to the line, waited for a signal from the 
bench and then went to work, focusing pri- 
marily on good decisions. By season's end, 
that was a prime characteristic for the young 
man the Jayhawks call “Sparky.” 

“Every umpire or referee in the Big 12 
made the comment after each game about 
how in charge and composed (Reesing) was,” 
Warinner says. “He has a field presence when 
he goes out there. Everything slows down for 
him, and he can just play. He knows exactly 
what's going on.” 

At times last year, no one who followed 
Oklahoma State had a good grasp on what the 
quarterback situation was. Bobby Reid was in. 
Then he wasn't. Zac Robinson got his shot. 
Then he sat. Finally, it was Robinson's show, 
and that looked just right. Though he was in 
charge of the attack for only about a half-year, 
Robinson posted some impressive numbers, 
rushing for 847 yards and throwing for 2,824 
in the Cowboys’ hybrid spread attack. As he 
heads into the ’08 season as the unquestioned 
first-stringer, Robinson is thrilled not to be 
worrying about anything but getting better. 

“Last year was kind of tough knowing there 
was a guy over your shoulder who had been 
successful the previous season,” Robinson 
says. “You never knew if you messed up 
whether you would get pulled. I tried not to 
think about it and just got better every week.” 

Robinson may have been peeking back to 
see if Reid was coming to take his place, but 
the junior never showed a bit of reticence on 
the field. In fact, Robinson was a little too de- 
cisive, especially when running the ball. Many 
times, the OSU coaches, particularly offen- 
sive coordinator Gunter Brewer, asked him to 
stop trying to be so aggressive when con- 
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fronting enemy tacklers and to use the men- 
tal traits that make him so adept at under- 
standing the Cowboy attack. “We had to tell 
him to be smart last year,” Brewer says. “He 
wanted to prove he was the guy, and he has a 
competitive nature. When you're one-on-one 
(against a defender), you have to have an idea 
of what’s good for the team. I told him, “We 
need you for the next 25 plays. We have a full- 
back who can tear some people up.” 

The coaches spoke, but it’s hard to tell 
whether Robinson listened. During the off- 
season, instead of lifting weights with the 
quarterbacks, he did the linebacker workout. 
“T hit it pretty hard for a while,” he says. The 
result is a gain of about 10 pounds, more 
armor for collisions with angry defenders. “I 
feel as strong as I ever have,” Robinson says. 

Colorado's Hawkins doesn’t care how big 
and tough he looks, although he would prefer 
not to have a repeat of his redshirt year — 
2006 — when his weight dipped to about 
168 pounds. He’s up to a semi-robust 190 
pounds now butstill stands 5'11” and doesn’t 
exactly remind anybody of classic dropback 
gunslingers. That's fine with him. “I want to 
look like a scrub, as long as my guys have faith 
in me,” he says. “That way, defensive backs 
will try to bait me, and I can hit them over 
the top when they think I can’t do it.” 

While Hawkins works through his 
Napoleon complex, he's also becoming more 
confident after throwing for 3,015 yards and 
22 touchdowns last season as a redshirt fresh- 
man. Hawkins’ charge this year is to improye 
his accuracy (56.4 percent completion rate) 
and make better decisions (17 interceptions). 
He's excited to be part of a program that has so 
many weapons and capabilities. By the time 
he’s a senior, the Buffaloes should be a Big 12 
factor again, and Hawkins might just be con- 
sidered a big-timer, if not a tall quarterback. 

“Growing up, nobody gave me any credit,” 
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he says. “I know Chase Daniel and Todd 
Reesing are shorter than me. I know a lot of 
6'5" guys who have more balls knocked down 


at the line than me. I use my charisma and 
leadership abilities to overcome any physical 
shortcomings.” 

While Hawkins was breaking in at Col- 
orado, Bradford was enjoying a remarkable 
redshirt freshman season at Oklahoma, com- 
pleting a ridiculous 69.5 percent of his passes 
for 3,121 yards, 36 scores and a mere eight in- 
terceptions. Okay, so he threw three picks 
during the 08 OU spring scrimmage, but it 
didn’t really matter all that much. What does 
matter is that Bradford had a spectacular 
debut and is poised for even better things this 
year. So much is expected of him that the only 
thing that upset OU coach Bob Stoops after 
the scrimmage was not the interceptions, but 
the fact that Bradford tried — and succeeded 
— to tackle Alan Davis as the Sooner defen- 
sive back headed to the end zone with a pick. 
It brought back bad memories from last year’s 
loss to Texas Tech, when Bradford suffered a 
concussion tackling a Red Raider who had 
scooped up a fumble. “I told him ‘I don’t ever 
want to see that,”” Stoops says. 

Kansas State coach Ron Prince was similarly 
intolerant toward mistakes and loafing during 
spring practice, in light of last year’s four-game 
losing streak that closed the season. One per- 
son he didn’t have to worry much about was 
Freeman, who set school records for passing 
yards (3,353), attempts and completions last 
year. The two-year starter worked under a new 
coordinator during the spring (Dave Brock) 
but didn’t seem to mind a bit. “(Freeman) con- 
tinues to get better, continues to improve,” 
Prince said. “He had a terrific spring.” 

He'll need to carry that over into the fall, 
because now — unlike in past years — the 
Big 12 is a passing conference, and QBs had 
better be ready to throw it around. 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Haykins: John Betancourt; McGee: Layne Murdoch; Robinson, Ganz: Larry Smith 
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rt Briles hasn't had to worry about his next meal for quite a while. The 
successful coach reached the elite, $1 million level last November, when 
he signed a contract to replace Guy Morriss as the beleaguered Bears’ 
head coach. 

But his approach has never changed. 

“T’ve always had the philosophy that I’m fighting every day for my next meal, 
because there's really no guarantees,” says Briles, a native West Texan who led the 
University of Houston to a 34-28 record and four bow! games in five seasons. 
“There's no givens out there. So every day you've got to live your best and work 
your best to prepare yourself to be the best.” 

Along those same lines, Briles inherits a program that’s hungry — no, starv- 
ing — for wins. The Bears have suffered through 12 consecutive losing seasons 
since joining the Big 12 and haven't been to a bowl game since 1994, 

“That's one of the things that attracted me to Baylor was because the people 
here are hungry,” Briles says. “They want to win. Now, wanting to win and un- 
derstanding how to win are two different things. I can want to grow hair, but it’s 
not going to happen. But I really don’t look at this as a challenge. It’s an oppor- 
tunity.” 

With seven returning starters, the pieces appear to be in place on offense. Es- 
pecially if the quarterback can produce anywhere close to the way Kevin Kolb — 
an eventual second-round NFL draft choice — did in his first year under Briles 
at Houston. 

While the quarterback position was 
front and center in the spotlight 
through most of the spring, Briles 
says he’s more concerned with who's 
going to play left guard and corner- 
back. 

His theory is that the talent is there at 
quarterback. He's just got to pick the right guy among freshman phenom Robert 
Griffin, returning starter Blake Szymanski and Miami (Fla.) transfer Kirby Free- 
man, who received a waiver from the NCAA to play immediately. 

The bigger concerns are depth on the defensive line, in the secondary and at 
running back — and plugging gaping holes in a defense that allowed 461.6 yards 
and 37 points per game last season. 

Then there’s the matter of a difficult non-conference schedule, highlighted by 
2007 bowl teams Wake Forest and Connecticut. And a murderer’s row known as 
the Big 12 South, which includes five bowl teams and two ranked in last year’s 
final top 10. 

“We can’t be looking up all the time, thinking, “Wow! These teams are tough,” 
Briles says. “We've got to get in there and get on equal ground with some of those 
folks. When people talk about the Big 12 South, our name needs to be thrown 
into the mix.” 


Art Briles is Baylor’s fifth head coach 
since Grant Teaff retired at the end of 
the 1992 season with a 21-year record 
of 128-105-6 and eight bowl appear- 
ances. Over the last 15 years, the 
Bears are 54-116 with one bowl game. 


QUARTERBACKS The Bears have a serious numbers problem at quarterback, 
where Navarro (Texas) College transfer Jeremy Sanders will be thrown into the 
mix this summer with an already crowded field. “That’s why they call me coach,” 
Briles says. “It’s an issue right now. But in the next 12-18 months, it will not be 
an issue, because I’m not a heavy quarterbacks coach. I like to keep two, maybe 
three on scholarship, and go from there.” With only one year of eligibility re- 
maining, Freeman seems like the safe choice. He made seven starts in three years 
at Miami, throwing for 1,311 yards and 12 touchdowns with 16 interceptions 
and earning Offensive MVP honors in the 2006 MPC Computers Bowl. But 
Szymanski is coming off a sophomore season in which he threw for a school- 
record 2,844 yards and 22 TDs, and Griffin sparkled in the spring after enrolling 
early. Then there’s Sanders, a 6'3", 220-pound junior “who passed puppyhood a 
long time ago,” Briles says. “He’s a man.” 


RUNNING BACKS Sophomore Jay Finley had his moments last year — rush- 
ing for 80 yards on 15 carries in a 34—21 win at Buffalo — and then sent a mes- 
sage with a strong showing in the spring game, where he ran for 73 yards and two 
TDs on only eight carries. True freshman Jarred Salubi from Waco High also will 
get a shot along with seniors Jacoby Jones and Ray Sims, a conyerted safety. 
“We're going to be a tough football team, because that’s something we can con- 
trol,” Briles says. “Those guys are going to fight for yards, and the offensive line 
is going to fight to help them, That's not a question mark. That's a given.” 
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A QUICK LOOK AT THE BEARS 
First-year coach 4" “yes certainly didn’t 
catch any breaks with this season’s 
schedule. Buffalo and Rice were replaced 
by 2007 bowl teams Wake Forest and Con- 
necticut. With new schemes on both sides 
and only one holdover from last year’s 
staff, this could be a year of adjustments. 
Whoever ends up at quarterback, the 
biggest key will be protecting him. The 
Bears nearly cut their sack total in half — 
from 36 to 21 — but quarterback biah~ 
Soymanst: was still running for his life 
and got picked off 18 times. Jason Sint) 
and 09") 0+) form one of the better tackle 
duos in the league, but they can’t do it by 
themselves. Beefing up the running game 
will be one of the keys for Briles, whose 
Houston teams consistently ranked 
among the best in the nation with a bal- 
anced attack that could grind it out when 
needed. The defense seems to have more 
questions than answers, particularly in 
the secondary. And if there’s an injury or 
two up front, the Bears will have to turn to 
unproven and in some cases undersized 
linemen. There’s the usual buzz that 
seems to come with the arrival of a new 
coach. But a 1-3 start could diminish 
some of that excitement. If the Bears can 
top last year’s 3-9 finish, they should 
throw Briles a parade and hand him the 
keys to the city. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Wake Forest L 
S. 6 Northwestern State W 
S. 13 Washington State i 
S. 19 at Connecticut L 
0. 4 Oklahoma — =k 
0.11 lowa State = 
0. 18 at Oklahoma State L 
0. 25 at Nebraska L 
N. 1 Missouri L 
N. 8  atTexas = Nt 
N. 15 Texas A&M L 
N. 29 atTexas Tech L 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W of L indicates a projected win or loss 


Lake, Taylor: Chris Covatta 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 4 David Gettis (Jr) 
WR 3 Thomas White (Sr.) 
WR 5 Mikail Baker (Jr) 
LT 72 Jason Smith (Sr) 
LG Rodney Brisbon (Jr) 
C 55 J.D. Walton (ur.) 
RG 61 James Barnard (Jr) 
RT 71 Dan Gay (Sr) 

IR 14 Justin Akers (ur.) 
QB 7 Kirby Freeman (Sr.) 
RB 32 Jay Finley (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 88 Jason Lamb (ur.) 

NG 97 Trey Bryant (ur.) 

DT 91 Vincent Rhodes (Sr.) 
DE 49 Leon Freeman (Sr.) 
LB 8 Antonio Jones (ur) 
LB 41 Joe Pawelek (ur.) 

LB 45 Antonio Johnson (So.) 
CB = 1~ Dwain Crawford (Sr.) 
CB 16 Krys Buerck (So.) 

SS 4 Jeremy Williams (ur) 
FS 21 Jordan Lake (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Ben Parks (Fr.) 
P 38 Derek Epperson (So.) 


13 Ernest Smith (Jr) 

23 Justin Fenty (ur) 
Kendall Wright (Fr.) 

75 Jordan Hearvey (Jr) 

78 Chris Griesenbeck (ur) 

66 Hunter Hightower (Fr) 

63 John Jones (Fr.) 

76 Larry Bradley (Fr) 

18 Brad Taylor (So.) 

10 Robert Griffin (Fr.) 

19 Ray Sims (Sr.) 


96 Zac Scotton (Fr.) 

90 Nicolas Jean-Baptiste (Fr.) 
60 Sam Sledge (Jr) 

10 Jameon Hardeman (So.) 
33 Earl Patin (So.) 

36 Chris Francis (So.) 

37 Elliot Coffey (Fr.) 

26 Antareis Bryan (So.) 

29 Cliff Odom (So.) 

11 Marlon Price (Sr) 

12 Jake La Mar (Sr) 


KR_ 5 Mikail Baker (Jr) 
PR Kendall Wright (Fr.) 


JASON LAMB 


RECEIVERS If junior David Gettis finally 
lives up to his hype, the Bears could have a 
solid receiving corps with Ernest Smith, 
Thomas White and Mikail Baker. Gettis 
was fifth on the team last year with 31 
catches for 407 yards. “We expect a big 
year out of David. He’s not a polished re- 
ceiver right now. He's got a long way to go 
to become a guy that you can depend on 
every play. But that’s what we've got to get 
him to,” Briles says. Incoming recruits T.J. 
Scranton and Kendall Wright should also 
provide immediate help, and there's solid 
depth at the “big receiver” spot with Justin 
Akers, Brad Taylor and converted quarter- 
back John David Weed. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Three out of the 
four spots are solid with returning starters 
Jason Smith and Dan Gay at the tackles 
and J.D. Walton at center. But there are 
still burning questions at guard. Junior col- 
lege transfer James Barnard started every 
game last season and could be the answer at 
right guard. Rodney Brisbon, a former jun- 
ior college All-American who originally 
signed with Houston last year, was still try- 
ing to get some eligibility issues cleared up 
late this spring. But if he does qualify, the 
6'6", 330-pounder could lock down an- 
other spot. They could be a year away, but 
there’s good depth at the backup positions 
with redshirt freshmen Courtney Green, 
John Jones, Larry Bradley, Joe Korbel and 
Hunter Hightower. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Much like the of- 
fense, the defensive front is solid at the 
starting positions but short on depth. In 
the middle, senior Vincent Rhodes and 
junior Trey Bryant are Big 12-caliber play- 
ers who combined for 66 tackles, six stops 
behind the line, 3.5 sacks and seven quar- 
terback hurries. But the depth behind them 
was such a problem that former walk-on 
offensive lineman Sam Sledge was moved 
to defensive tackle in the spring. A two- 
year starter, former tight end Jason Lamb 
has been the Bears’ most consistent pass- 
rusher with six sacks, 12 quarterback hur- 
ries and 10.5 tackles for a loss over the last 
two seasons. After a three-year hitch in the 
U.S. Army, including a six-month tour in 
Iraq, senior defensive end Leon Freeman 
shouldn't find it too difficult to fight his 
way through the Big 12 South. He had a 
sack in last year’s opener against TCU and 
led the team with 9.5 stops behind the line. 


LINEBACKERS Even with the switch 
from the 4-2-5 to a 4-3 alignment, line- 
backer is easily the strongest position on 
the team. Junior Joe Pawelek has earned 
second-team All-Big 12 honors the last two 
years, amassing 185 tackles with four sacks, 
two interceptions and three forced fumbles. 
And he seems to be a better fit playing in- 


Joe Pawelek, L8 Second-team All-Big 
12 pick has made 185 tackles over 
last two seasons. 

Jordan Lake, ©S Finished fourth in Big 
12 last year with 120 tackles, includ- 
ing 67 solos. 

Jason Lamb, O© Top pass-rusher with 
five sacks and six QB hurries. 

Jason Smith, 7 Potential first-round 
draft pick who had problems jumping 
offside. 

David Gettis, WR Tall receiver with 
sprinter speed who averaged 13.1 
yards per catch. 


KEY LOSSES 


Branden Whitaker, 8 Not spectacular 
numbers, but averaged 4.8 per carry. 
Nick Moore, L6 Former Georgia Tech 
transfer was a two-year starter who 
had 171 tackles. 

Josh) Bell, CB Picked on at times, 
ranked among Big 12 leaders with 10 
pass breakups. 

Chad Smith, OL Veteran guard came 
out of retirement when the Bears 
were hit with injuries. 

Brandon Stigaers. S Part-time starter 
the last two years who had 51 tackles, 
two interceptions last season. 


With what appeared to be a shortage 
at receiver, it looked like a strange 
move when sophomore receiver \(rys 
Buerck was switched to cornerback. 
But by the end of spring practice, the 
all-star receiver 
from Mesquite had 
moved up to the No. 
1 spot at corner and 
was no longer kick- 
ing and screaming. 
“They've got enough rt é 
playmakers on of- = 

fense, so I figured I tor 
might as well be a playmaker on de- 
fense,” he says. 


Lamb, Pawelek: Chris Covatta 
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2008 BAYLOR ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 8 Jones, Antonio 6-2/218 dr. Dallas, TX 
12 Beatty, Tyler 6-3/202 So. Pflugerville, TX 61 Barnard, James 6-4/286 Jr. Overland Park,KS 48 King, Tyler 6-3/209 ur. Atlanta, GA 
7 Freeman, Kirby 63/210 Sr Brownwood,TX 74 Boatner, Thad 67/292 Jr. Hamilton, TX 46 Lowe, Chad 6-0/222 So. Los Angeles, CA 
10 Griffin, Robert 63/200 Fr  CopperasCove,TX 76 Bradley, Larry 6-6/291 Fr. Miami,FL 33 Patin, Earl 6-2/220 So. Baton Rouge, LA 
8 Roberts, Ryan 60/214 Sr. Keller, TX 71 Gay, Dan 65/288 Sr. lafayette,LA 41 Pawelek, Joe 6-3/233 dr. San Antonio, TX 
6 Szymanski, Blake 64/205 dr. Wichita Falls, TX 65 Green, Courtney 6-4/287 Fr. Corsicana,TX 50 Shalala, Sam 6-1/211 Sr. Sugar Land, TX 
78 Griesenbeck, Chris  6-6/268 dr. San Antonio, TX 89 Stroud, Josh 6-2/216 So. Fort Worth, TX 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN ; 
‘ 75 Hearvey, Jordan 6-4/281 dr. Richardson, TX 
28 Anderson, Tony 62/232 Jr. Arlington, TX ¥ : DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
32 Finley, Jay 5-11/202 So. Corsicana, TX OG: attowtes Hern Seep ate t eect Ty 30 Atchison, Tim 6-2/200 So. Copperas Cove, TX 
* y 63 Jones, John 65/305 Fr. Cedar Hill, TX t- 
25 Jones, Jacoby 5-11/227 Sr. Bangs, TX ' 26 Bryan, Antareis 6-1/180 So. Dallas, TX 
. - 67 Korbel, Joe 65/274 Fr. San Antonio, TX : 
22 Pele Andre 5-10/194 Fr. Ligeti 72 Smith, Jason 65/298 Sr Dallas, TX 16 Buerck, Krys 6-1/174 So. Mesnute, 
19 SSRs 60/210 Sr. rely 55 Walton, JD, 63/302 de Allen, TX 1 Cavin, bya 6-0/197 Sr. sell 
47 Washington, Larry  6-0/235 Sr. San Antonio, TX 27 Criss, Dominique 5-9/186 So. Arlington, TX 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 31. Jenkins, Ahmad 6-1/187 Fr. Trinidad, TX 
atic : BUTE ee ROMETONY 92 Beck, Dexter 6-2/266 dr. Prairie View,TX 18 Kerr, Drew 5-9/183 Jr New Orleans, LA 
* ae ee : ete 97 boa ey 63/321 dr Dallas, TX 17 Kushneir, Alex 6-1/199 So. Basking Ridge, Nd 
19 Bennett, Joe on TS Arlington, 1X 94 Buford, Chris 6-4/263 So. Arlington, TX 12 LaMar, Jake 60/193 Sr. Bedford, TX 
80 Blaylock, Romie SAU Fe eee 98 Douglass, Ryan 63/264 Fr. Leander, TX 21 Lake, Jordan 6-2/203 Jr Houstonal 
: , 49 Freeman, Leon 62/241 Sr. Vero Beach, FL 23 Mitchell, Zak 5-10/184 dr. Victoria, TX 
ASS DOT aE Se: Coppell,TX 51 Geib, Adam 65/245 Sr Waco,TX 29 Odom, Clif 511/194 So. Arlington, TX 
2 Parcseh : ee a : = aes 10 Hardeman, Jameon 651/238 So. Dallas,TX 11 Price, Marlon 6-2/194 Sr Dallas, TX 
: : 90 Jean-Baptiste, Nicolas 6-2/317 Fr. Stafford, TX 20 Swindle, Patrick 5-11/188 So. Tyler, TX 
se le Eads heat Beso 43 Judy, Andrew 61/228 dr. Crawford,TX 28 Washington, D’Kenrick 6-1/203 Fr. Mansfield, TX 
3 Sea eee = ra 88. Lamb, Jason 6-6/260 Je —Richardson,TX 4 Williams, Jeremy 5-10/205 Jt Dallas, TX 
81 fae Kyle 6-2/224 Jr. Denver, CO Ne Se sai SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
: “— 91 Rhodes, Vincent 6-2/305 Sr. Denison, TX : 
Set Gas Sia eee eee ieee cee eS ORES 
andle, Ben . NO, ; runelle, Carter - f. uluth, 
Singletary, Matt 6-4/248 ' San ea bl ba =a ees Mactan 59 Cooper, Casey (LS)  6-2/212 dr. Abbott, TX 
13 Smith, Ernest 63/197 dr New Orleans, LA poet us Ee a UL! 38 Epperson, Derek (P) 6-3/212 So. Southlake, TX 
: ¢ 93 Walters, Raylon 6-5/232 ur. Houston, TX : 
88 Sowder, Andrew 6-4/234 Fr Shallowater, TX 69 Mann, Russell (K)  5-11/226 dr. Henderson, TX 
86 Sumpter, Andrew 63/180 Fr Flower Mound,TX LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
27 Swindoll, Bryan 63/227 Fr. Miami, FL 37 Coffey, Elliot 60/206 Fr. Sugar Land, TX 
18 Taylor, Brad 63/233 So. Madisonville, TX 24 Crook, Matt 63/211 So. Frisco, TX 
29 Traxler, Chad 6-2/184 So. Grapevine, TX 52 Findley, Ty 60/217. Sr. Marshall, TX 
17 Weed, John David  6-5/223 Sr. Houston, TX 36 Francis, Chris 5-11/225 So. Cedar Hill, TX 
3 White, Thomas 6-2/204 = Sr. Plano,TX 34 Hixson, Ben 6-2/230 Sr. Southlake, TX 
85 Williams, Stacy 60/183 Fr. Houston, TX 45 Johnson, Antonio  6-1/206 So. Waco, TX 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
1D 


RECORD: 3-9 (0-8 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT Blake Szymanski 461 264 2,844 22 18 
S. 1 atTCU i: 7-0 35,606 Michael Machen 59 30 323 1 6 
S. 8 Rice WwW 42-17 29,107 RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
S.15 Texas State Ww 34-27 36,274 Brandon Whitaker 102. 488 4.8 2 
S.22 at Buffalo Ww 34-21 22,676 Jay Finley 55 207 3.8 2 
i = = a ies ; os Se RECEIVING REC YDS «= AVG-—Ss«*dT 
0. 3B pie : L 58-10 43.556 Brandon Whitaker 58 425 7.3 3 
de ie enege a Justin Akers 43 426 #99 4 
0.20 Texas L 31-10 41,355 Brad Taylor anh 46se 13a" 2 
0.27 at Kansas State L 51-13 45,959 Thomas White Se eae 
N. 3 Texas Tech L 38-7 39,015 David Gettis By a c4070 5) tal ead 
Hy. 2a Okahowa E ag 84,450 Kicking: Shea Brewster, 3-8 FGs, 17-19 XPs, 26 points; 
N.17 Oklahoma State L 45-14 28,159 Caleb Allen, 3-6 FGs, 9-10 XPs, 18 points 
Tackles: Jordan Lake, 120; Joe Pawelek, 99 
Sacks: Jason Lamb, 5 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 Returning Players in Bold 
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side in the 4-3. Unlike so many other positions, there’s good depth across the board. Soph- 
omore Chris Francis backs up Pawelek in the middle, while junior Antonio Jones, sophomores 
Antonio Johnson and Earl Patin and redshirt freshman Elliot Coffey will rotate at the out- 
side spots. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS While cornerback was probably the biggest question mark coming into 
the spring, converted receiver Krys Buerck and former safety Dwain Crawford seem to have 
at least given first-year coordinator Brian Norwood some options. Junior free safety Jordan 
Lake finished fourth in the Big 12 last year with 120 tackles, but he missed all of the contact 
work this spring after undergoing offseason shoulder surgery. 


SPECIALISTS While the Bears struggled on all of the special teams last season, especially 
with freshman kickers, four-year deep-snapper Jonathan Weeks leaves some big shoes to fill. 
Those duties will likely fall on juniors Carter Brunelle or Casey Cooper. Derek Epperson 
had a tough time replacing two-time Ray Guy Award winner Daniel Sepulveda at punter, av- 
eraging just 39.1 yards per kick. But he got better as the season wore on and nailed 12 kicks 
inside the 20. Kicker Shea Brewster missed 5-of-8 field goal attempts and could get a serious 
challenge from incoming freshman Ben Parks, a two-time all-state pick who handled all the 
kicking chores for Class 3A Argyle. 


_ DAVID GETTIS 


- SCOUTING THE BEARS 


OPPOSING COACHES Size UP Saylor “They brought a guy in there in (Art) Briles who’s going to 
excite the recruiting base in Texas with the success he had at Houston. He brings a style 
of offense that is different than anything we’ve seen in the league, but they still are going 
to be fighting an uphill battle in the South. ... Baylor’s not going to be able to hide any- 
thing until they get to their first conference game. With the talent they’ve got they’ll have 
to have all cylinders going to compete in the non-conference. They are everywhere in that 
offense. They run the option, they run four or five wide. (Briles) does a great job with that 
offense. You can’t get to the quarterback if (they) have the right players. ... I think it’ll be 
an offense that will help them recruit better skill players there, help them compete and 
steal a guy. The biggest thing is they’ve got to build a formidable defense to go with it. I 
think they’re a few years away from being able to do that. It’s not easy to recruit there. 
You’ve got to do a good job of giving kids a reason to buy into what you're doing. You can 
do it. You change a culture. You change an attitude. It’s not going to happen overnight.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


\Viore than crawings By the end of spring 
practice, the steel skeleton of the 96,300- 
square-foot Simpson Athletics and Aca- 
demic Center was starting to take shape. 
Expected to be finished late this fall, the 
Simpson center is the crown jewel of the 
$34 million Highers Athletics Complex that 
will include turf and grass practice fields. 
The new complex brings Baylor football 
back to the campus — other than game 
days — for the first time in nearly 50 
years. 


Stephenville connection Baylor may have 
to save a special section at Floyd Casey 
Stadium for its legion of fans from 
Stephenville, Texas, which is about 90 
miles northwest of Waco. New coach Art 
Briles was the head coach at Stephenville 
High School for 12 years (1988-99), win- 
ning four state championships. But the 
connection doesn’t stop there. Co-offen- 
sive coordinators Randy Clements and 
Philip Montgomery were on Briles’ staff 
with the Yellowjackets; director of football 
operations Colin Shillinglaw was the head 
trainer and later assistant athletic director 
at Stephenville; and inside receivers coach 
Kendal Briles, the head coach’s son, was 
the Class 4A Offensive Player of the Year 
in the state in 799 when he led the Yellow- 
jackets to a 16-0 record and their fourth 
state championship. 


Playing musical chairs Its one thing to 
move guards to tackles or receivers from 
inside to outside. But the new coaching 
staff wasn’t shy about even switching play- 
ers from one side of the ball to the other 
this spring. Among the most significant po- 
sition changes, quarterback John David 
Weed was moved to inside receiver; re- 
ceiver Krys Buerck and safety Dwain 
Crawford were both switched to corner- 
back and ended up with the No. 1 defense; 
safeties Ray Sims and Elliot Coffey wound 
up at running back and outside linebacker, 
respectively; Sam Sledge went from offen- 
sive guard to defensive tackle; and defen- 
sive end Matt Singletary, the son of NFL 
Hall of Famer and former Baylor All-Ameri- 
can Mike Singletary, was shifted to an H- 
back type spot. 


Mecruiers lining vp Sophomore corner- 
back Antareis Bryan from Dallas Carter is 
engaged to Angela Tisdale, a first-team All- 
Big 12 pick and honorable mention All- 
American who was drafted by the WNBA’s 
Chicago Sky. Listed second on the depth 
chart coming out of spring, Bryan had 17 
tackles and one interception as a redshirt 
freshman last year. 


Gettis: Chris Covatta 


Looking beyond the football field, the Bears signed a class that was 
loaded with multi-sport athletes. At the top of that list is Kendall Wright 
from Class 3A Pittsburg, a two-time all-state pick in basketball and state 
champion in the long jump and triple jump as a junior. He played quar- 
terback as a senior but will get his first look at outside receiver and 
could even play some at corner. 

The rank of “athletes” also includes Copperas Cove quarterback Robert 
Griffin, a state champion and one of the top hurdlers in the nation; Beau- 
mont West Brook cornerback Michael Williams, one of the top quarter- 
milers in the state; Waxahachie defensive end Gary Mason, an all-region 
pick in basketball; and Mount Pleasant cornerback Trentson Hill, “who 
can sit here in this chair and jump without bending his feet to the top of 
this roof,” coach Art Briles says. 

While the class is thin on the defensive side, particularly in the second- 
ary, it’s loaded at quarterback with Griffin, Jeremy Sanders from Navarro 
(Texas) College and Nick Florence from South Garland. Also, Kirby Free- 
man, a transfer from Miami (Fla.) is immediately eligible. 

“T feel like a kid that just got turned loose in the candy store,” Briles 
says of his class. “I want guys that want to start a new path and not 
follow down an old one. I’m just proud that they’re on board with us, 
because it shows a lot of faith in Baylor University and Baylor football.” 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 


BY STATE 


BY POSITION 
Defensive Line@MeN.........-secsee0- 
Offensive Linemen.... 
Wide Receivers .... 


Quarterbacks .......csceseeeseeseeses 
Defensive BackS......:cscsssecesee 


PEE NMNWs pS 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 
ROBERT GRIFFIN « QB * COPPERAS COVE, IX 
Even when he graduated early and enrolled in January, Copperas Cove’s 
Robert Griffin was probably considered a long shot to beat out Miami 
transfer Kirby Freeman and returning starter Blake Szymanski for the 
starting quarterback job. 
But the fleet-footed, strong-armed Griffin showed enough in spring prac- 
tice for the coaches to declare it a draw. In the spring game, he threw 
for 66 yards, added 30 yards rushing and led the offense to two touch- 
downs and a field goal in three series. 
“Robert’s a very intelligent player, very eager and very absorbent,” coach 
Art Briles says. “Anything you say, he absorbs and understands. And 
that’s a good quality and a good sign to have.” 
It also helps that he’s a tad faster than your average Bear. A Class 4A 
state champion last year in the 
110- and 300-meter hurdles, 
Griffin posted the nation’s fifth- 
fastest time in the 400-meter in- 
termediate hurdles (50.14) after 
only two weeks of track practice. 
“T don’t care if it’s my first track 
meet or my last,” says Griffin, 
who was visibly disgusted when 
he finished second in the race to 
senior teammate Justin Boyd. 
“Anytime I step out there, I want 
to win.” 
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ROMIE BLAYLOCK IR 5'10" 170 CEDAR HILL, TX 
Ranked No. 43 on the 2007 Dallas Morning News Area Top 100 list. Caught 34 
passes for 629 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 

RODNEY BRISBON T 6'6" 330 WETUMPKA, AL 
Transfer from Northwest Mississippi Community College. Ranked as a 3-star 
prospect by Rivals.com 

RODNEY CHADWICK LB 62" 190 CARTHAGE, TX 
Named 2007 District 20-3A defensive MVP Registered 132 tackles, three forced 
fumbles and one interception as a senior. 

JARED EDWARDS DE 6'4" 250 MANSFIELD, TX 
Played offensive and defensive line in high school. Earned 2007 first-team all-dis- 
trict honors as a defensive end and was runner-up for District 4-5A Defensive 
Player of the Year. 

NICK FLORENCE QB O6'2" 175 GARLAND, TX 
Selected to the 2007 Dallas Morning News All-Area first team. Threw for 8,001 
yards and totaled 87 touchdowns during high school career. 

BRANDON GARRETT T 67" 290 LA MARQUE, TX 
Earned first-team District 23-4A honors as a junior. Tallest recruit in the Bears’ 
2008 recruiting class. 

ROBERT GRIFFIN QB O6'3" 195 COPPERAS COVE, TX 
Ranked as the No. 4 dual-threat quarterback in the nation by Rivals.com. Threw 
for 3,357 yards and 41 touchdowns while rushing for 2,161 yards and 32 touch- 
downs in his high school career. 


TRENTSON HILL CB é«'0" 175. MOUNT PLEASANT, TX 
Recorded 72 tackles, five interceptions and two defensive touchdowns as a senior. 
JAKE JACKSON G 64" 280 SOUTHLAKE, TX 


Named to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram Texas Top 100. Did not allow a sack at 
guard or tackle during his senior season. 

KAERON JOHNSON DT 62" 265 CUERO, TX 
Collected 58 tackles, including nine sacks as a senior. Garnered 2007 third-team 
Texas Sports Writers Association 3A All-State honors. 

CAMERON KAUFHOLD T 6'5" 275 FRIENDSWOOD, TX 
Named to the Houston Chronicle Area Top 110. Earned first-team District 23-4A 
honors. 

GARY MASON JR. DE 6'5" 211 WAXAHACHIE, TX 
Ranked No. 43 on the Dallas Morning News Area Top 100. Collected 24 tackles 
for a loss and 14 sacks as a senior. 


BEN PARKS K 6'2" 195 ARGYLE, TX 
Connected on 11-of-17 field goals and 57-of-60 PATs as a senior. 
FREDRIC PLESIUS LB 6'2" 247 LENNOXVILLE, QC 


Believed to be Baylor’s first Canadian recruit. Collected 77 tackles and five sacks 
as a senior. 

TRACY ROBERTSON DE 614" 230 HOUSTON, TX 
A member of the Houston Chronicle Area 110. Recorded 83 tackles and 11 sacks 
as a senior. 

JARRED SALUBI RB 5'10" 191 WACO, TX 
Ranked No. 4 on the Waco Tribune-Herald’s Central Texas Top 25. Totaled 1,306 
rushing yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. 

LANEAR SAMPSON WR 60" 190 MESQUITE, TX 
Ranked No. 50 wide receiver in the nation by Rivals.com. Caught 49 passes for 
886 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 

JEREMY SANDERS QB O63" 220 MARLIN, TX 
Transfer from Navarro (Texas) College. Threw for 2,252 yards and 11 touchdowns 
during his junior college career. 


TJ. SCRANTON WR 5'10" 180 HITCHCOCK, TX 
Transfer from Kilgore (Texas) College. Earned a 3-star ranking by Scout.com 
MICHAEL WILLIAMS CB 61" 180 BEAUMONT, TX 


Collected 55 tackles and 13 pass breakups as a senior. Named to the Houston 
Chronicle Area Top 100. 

TERRANCE WILLIAMS WR 63" 190 DALLAS, TX 
Ranked 78th on the Dallas Morning News Area Top 100. Caught 59 passes for 972 
yards and eight touchdowns as a senior. 

KENDALL WRIGHT ATH = 6'0" 180 PITTSBURG, TX 
Ranked a 3-star recruit by Rivals.com. Earned all-state honors in football, bas- 
ketball and track during high school career. 
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HEAD COACH: BOB STOOPS RECORD AT SCHOOL: 97-22 (9 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 97-22 (9 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KEVIN WILSON DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: BRENT VENABLES 
NORMAN, OKLA. OKLAHOMA MEMORIAL STADIUM (82,112) 


klahoma keeps racking up wins and championships. And, lately, sea- 
son-ending disappointments. So it is in the Sooner Nation, where just 
getting to BCS bowls isn’t nearly good enough. Winning is expected. 
Demanded. And those are expectations the Sooners will gladly lug into 
the 2008 season, built again to win and win big, maybe even win late — as in Jan. 
8, BCS title game late. 

All the sting from a second consecutive Fiesta Bowl defeat — and a fourth 
BCS bowl loss in as many tries — was salved by the realization that 14 starters 
would return for another run this fall, including record-setting quarterback Sam 
Bradford and every man up front on an offensive line that ranks as one of the na- 
tion's best. 

“In the end, you have to go at it again,” says OU coach Bob Stoops. “I will say 
we have been pretty consistent in going after the Big 12 championship, and we 
look to do that again next year. 

“Hopefully, we can finish the year a little bit better.” 

The Sooners aren't without issues. Key losses at linebacker and in the second- 
ary left the defense with question marks that weren't fully answered in the spring. 

Three top players — wide receiver Malcolm Kelly, cornerback Reggie Smith 
and linebacker Curtis Lofton — jumped to the NFL after their junior years, tem- 
pering some of the offseason optimism. 


Still, Bradford figures to be even better as a sophomore. Reliable weapons run 
deep at every skill position. The massive and physical offensive line offers pro- 
tection and clear passage for all. 

“You don’t have a crystal ball,” says offensive line coach James Patton. “You 
never know what's going to happen. But we've got great depth. And we've got 
Geen ie serie to work and * The Sooners won at least 10 games 

al xi u : Po) (11) again in 2007 — an NCAA-lead- 

They want another champi- t G ing 30th time they have reached dou- 
onship. ble-digits in victories. Alabama is 
second with 28 10-win seasons. 

QUARTERBACKS After emerging 
from a tight competition, Bradford produced one of the greatest freshman years 
in history. He led the nation in passing efficiency and set the NCAA freshman 
record with 36 touchdown passes. Now what? The natural assumption is that 
Bradford will be even better in his second season. But it’s not always that simple. 
Still, Bradford’s demeanor and confidence and quest for perfection suggest that 
a sophomore slump won't be an issue. His biggest struggles as a freshman came 
on the road, where the Sooners were upset at Colorado and Texas Tech. Needed 
for more of a leadership role, Bradford will need to show more consistency in his 
play outside of Norman. “Sam was a great leader in his actions last year, but now 
with more experience, I think more of that will come,” Stoops says. “In everything 
he is doing, I think he will just get stronger with his arm and more precise with 
his steps. He has a lot of room for improvement, but I am sure that he will make 
it.” Backups Joey Halzle and Keith Nichol are mostly unproven. Halzle is the 
better passer of the two, while Nichol offers some versatility in the running game. 


RUNNING BACKS A late-season knee injury derailed DeMarco Mur- 
ray’s debut season, but he still averaged six yards per carry in running for 
764 yards and a team-high 13 rushing touchdowns despite missing the 
final three games of the season. Elusive and fast, Murray is a potential dif- 
ference-maker. He needs to develop more of an inside running presence, or risk 
sharing carries with Chris Brown, who ran for 611 yards and nine touchdowns 
a year ago. Mossis Madu is a shifty option who can also play the slot. And Jermie 
Calhoun, one of the nation’s top recruits, could challenge for immediate playing 
time. Fullbacks, when used, are almost strictly blockers. Matt Clapp is the fa- 
vorite in that role, although tight end Brody Eldridge has also spent time in the 


backfield. 


RECEIVERS Kelly's early exit was a blow, leaving the Sooners without a clear go-to 
receiver on the outside. Maybe now they'll lean more inside — to tight end Jermaine 
Gresham. Big and fast, Gresham is a match-up nightmare — too swift for safeties, 
too big for cornerbacks. Gresham's 11 touchdown grabs as a sophomore were the 
most ever by a Sooner tight end. Juaquin Iglesias did enjoy a breakout year in 2007, 
leading OU with 68 catches for 907 yards. But the attention paid to Kelly helped 
create openings for Iglesias. Manuel Johnson is another returning starter, but he’s 
more of a possession receiver. Coaches would like to see senior Quentin Chaney fi- 
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TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE SOONERS 
Oklahoma’s 11-3 finish in 2007 featured a 
Big 12 championship, its conference-high 
fifth since the inception of the league. The 
Sooners became the first to go back-to- 
back for titles in conference history. Still, 
the team and its fans crave something 
more: an eighth national championship. 
The Sooners should be in the conversation 
if the offense picks up where it left off and 
the defense doesn’t reveal too much of its 
youth and inexperience. The schedule of- 
fers few potential roadblocks, with Mis- 
souri off the slate for two years. There’s an 
early non-conference road game at Wash- 
ington, the annual Red River Rivalry with 
Texas in the Cotton Bowl and conference 
road games at Texas A&M and Oklahoma 
State. OU should be favored in all. Quarter- 
back Sam Bradford combined poise and 
playmaking skills to emerge as one of the 
nation’s elite freshmen a year ago. There’s 
reason to believe he’ll be even better this 
fall, able to pick and choose from an array 
of weapons spread all across the field. The 
pressure is on the defense to grow up 
fast, particularly the back seven. Lingering 
uncertainty at linebacker and in the sec- 
ondary left the Sooners with much work to 
do in August. If the defense is slow to 
come around, the Sooners could slip in the 
Big 12 South. If the defense arrives on 
time, OU could play for No. 8 in 709. 


~ JERMAINE GRESHAM 


2008 SCHEDULE 


} 


22 Texas Tech 


A. 30 Chattanooga” WwW 
S. 6 Cincinnati W 
S. 13 atWashington = W. 
S227 CU Ww 
0. 4  atBaylor = __ W. 
0.11 #Texas *: 
0. 18 Kansas Ww. 
0. 25 at Kansas State WwW 
1 Nebraska Ww 

8 atTexas A&M _ W_ 
Ww 

WwW 


Ziz\z|\=m 


. 29 at Oklahoma State 


_ #- Dallas, TX “ * 
*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Bradford, Gresham; Layne Murdoch 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 9 Juaquin Iglesias (Sr.) 
WR 1 Manuel Johnson (Sr.) 
WR 84 Quentin Chaney (Sr.) 
LT 79 Phil Loadholt (Sr.) 

LG 72 Duke Robinson (Sr.) 

C 50 Jon Cooper (Sr.) 

RG 73 Brandon Walker (Sr) 
RT 76 Branndon Braxton (Sr.) 
TE 18 Jermaine Gresham (ur.) 
QB 14 Sam Bradford (So.) 

RB 7 DeMarco Murray (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 33 Auston English (Jr.) 
DT 96 DeMarcus Granger (uJr.) 
DT 93 Gerald McCoy (So.) 
DE 44 Jeremy Beal (So.) 

WLB 28 Travis Lewis (Fr.) 

MLB 8 Ryan Reynolds (Jr) 
SLB 22 Keenan Clayton (ur) 
CB 2 Brian Jackson (Jr) 

CB 15 Dominique Franks (So.) 
SS___ 5 Nic Harris (Sr.) 

FS 11 Lendy Holmes (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 17 Jimmy Stevens (Fr.) 
P13 Mike Knall (Sr) 


8 Brandon Caleb (ur.) 
85 Ryan Broyles (Fr.) 
10 Tyler Stradford (Fr.) 
70 Cory Brandon (So.) 
59 Donald Stephenson (Fr.) 
54 Jason Hannan (Fr) 
74 Brian Simmons (Jr) 
71 Trent Williams (Jr.) 
83 Brody Eldridge (Jr) 
15 Joey Halzle (Sr.) 

29 Chris Brown (Jr) 


98 John Williams (Sr.) 
86 Adrian Taylor (So.) 
97 Cory Bennett (Sr.) 
84 Frank Alexander (Fr.) 
12 Austin Box (Fr.) 
Mike Balogun (ur.) 

30 JLR. Bryant (Jr) 
32 Jamell Fleming (Fr.) 

3 Jonathan Nelson (So.) 
27 Sam Proctor (Fr.) 

6 David Sims (Jr) 


KR 9 Juaquin Iglesias (Sr.) 
PR 1 Manuel Johnson (Sr) 


DEMARCO MURRAY 


DEPTH CHART 


nally pay off on his potential. Chaney has 
had moments of brilliance, including the 
past two Fiesta Bowls when Kelly was hurt, 
but has mostly seen his career defined by in- 
consistency. “This is my time,” Chaney says. 
“T feel like I’m ready.” 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This is 

where it all starts for the Sooners. All 

five starters return, including top pro 

prospects in guard Duke Robinson 
and tackle Phil Loadholt anchoring the left 
side of center. They make a massive pair, 
with Robinson 6'5", 330 and Loadholt 
6'8", 350. “The first time I met Phil,” says 
Bradford, “I thought, ‘I hope this guy’s on 
my team.’” Center Jon Cooper, entering 
his third seasons as a starter, is underrated 
in the middle. Brandon Walker is a third- 
year starter at right guard, and OU has two 
capable right tackles in Trent Williams and 
Branndon Braxton. For the first time in 
years, the Sooners can boast of depth on 
the line as well. If there’s a weakness among 
this group, there were times last year when 
it seemed to thrive more in pass protection 
and less as power run blockers. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Like the 


offense, OU’s defensive strength 

stretches across the front. The Soon- 

ers are deep at all four spots, with 
star power everywhere. Tackles Gerald 
McCoy and DeMarcus Granger are a load 
in the middle. Backup Cory Bennett is a 
senior who has started. The ends feature 
Auston English, who finished 15th nation- 
ally with 9.5 sacks a year ago, and a pair of 
players with starting experience in Jeremy 
Beal and Alan Davis. Redshirt freshman 
Frank Alexander has impressed and is push- 
ing the veterans for playing time. The Soon- 
ers got a boost when John Williams was 
granted a sixth season by the NCAA after 
an Achilles’ injury. In a league that has seen 
so many teams shift to the spread offense, 
pressuring the passer is at a premium. 


LINEBACKERS The Sooners must over- 
haul at linebacker, where Lofton stunned 
coaches with his decision to jump to the 
NFL after recording 157 tackles. Ryan 
Reynolds has started, but his time at OU 
has been hampered by injuries. And he’s 
being asked to shift from outside to the 
middle. He's heady enough to handle it all. 
The question is, can he stay healthy? 
Keenan Clayton, a former safety, made the 
move down and played well in the spring. 
Redshirt freshmen Travis Lewis and Austin 
Box are talented, but raw, which is why de- 
fensive coordinator Brent Venables is 
counting on junior college transfers J.R. 
Bryant and Mike Balogun to arrive and 
make an immediate impact. “I like our 
group of guys,” Venables says. “But some 
of them I don’t even know yet.” 
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KEY SOONERS 


Sam Bradford, QB Impressive debut 
has Sooners sensing something spe- 
cial. 

DeMarco Murray, RB Fast and elusive, 
he could become the Big 12’s best 
back. 

Ryan Reynolds, LB Sooners need him 
to be injury-free and taking command. 
Auston English, DE Speed rusher cre- 
ates havoc for tackles and QBs off the 
edge. 

Quentin Chaney, WR After three sea- 
sons of teasing, Chaney needs to pro- 
duce with regularity. 


KEY LOSSES 


Malcolm Kelly, WR Big, reliable target 
dictated many defensive gameplans. 
Curtis Lofton, LB Not the biggest or 
the fastest, all he did was make plays. 
Reggie Smith, CB Played safety and 
corner his final two years and starred 
at both. 

Allen Patrick, RB Successfully bridged 
the gap between Adrian Peterson and 
the next round of stars. 

Garrett Hartley, K Finished No. 6 in OU 
history with 310 points and provided 
booming kickoffs. 


RISING STAR 


With so much inexperience and unrest 
at linebacker, 
coaches would love a 
for Garden City 
(Kan.) Community 
College transfer J.R. 
Bryant to make an 
easy transition in 
nailing down a start- 
ing spot. The 6'3", 
230-pound Bryant is 
fast and physical, a combination the 
Sooners desperately need. 


Murray: Layne Murdoch; Reynolds: John Betancourt 


2008 OKLAHOMA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 49 Marr, John 6-1/215 Fr. North Crowley, TX 
14 Bradford, Sam 6-5/213 So.  OklahomaCity,OK 70 Brandon, Cory 67/295 So. Corsicana, TX 8 Reynolds, Ryan 6-1/237 Jr Las Vegas, NV 
15 Halzle, Joey 6-3/208 Sr. Huntington Beach,CA 76 Braxton,Branndon 6-6/312 Sr. Youngstown,OH 30 Robinson,Lamont  6-0/227 dr. Salem, NU 
12 Jones, Landry 6-4/210 Fr. Artesia,NM 64 Cooke, Kody 64/315 Fr. Enid, OK 45 Troup, Turner 6-1/210 Fr. Norman, OK 
6 Boel Keith 6-2/204 Fr Eee MI 50 Cooper, Jon 62/285 = Sr. Fort ad co DEEISE PACE trent HOMETOWN 
pata Bel I ON TIN SN De SI pacatTne TX a ereatheth Sharda PG 2IS: Wichita, KS 
79 Loadholt, Phil 68/350 Sr. Fountain, CO . : : 
nae pL HOMETOWN 67 Witchell, Britt -6-6/320 ‘Fr RoacheT#, econ SS SS: esc 
29 Brown, Chris 5-10/190 dr. Alexandria, LA 72 Robinson, Duke 65/330 Sr Atlanta, GA 18 Carter, Cortney 5-10/180 Sr. Dallas, TX 
40 Buchanan, Buck 62/230: OahomaCtyOK 74 cimmons Brian 64/293 de PAS NC fe cee Le eri 
34 Clapp, Matt 62/244" vr. Phoeniy, AZ 59 Stephenson, Donald 6-6/275 Fr Blue Springs, MO yale do eel PENN: mearra 
35 Gove, Derek 5-9/185 So Carrollton, TX 73 Walker, Brandon 63/306 Sr Detroit, MI 39 Ferguson, Eli 5-8/180 So. iat OK 
38 Hayes, Arron 60/235 Fr AOC Fe Winans ie. GSN Re) aNeWOreans|LA, eee SORT FE hl 
25 dohnson, Justin 61/210 Fr Gilmer T™ — 7) Wiliams,Trent «65/321 dr UNE TCD, oe eee eee Lasts 
17 Madu, Mossis 5-11/190 So. Norman, OK 5 Harris, Nic 63/226 Sr. Alexandria, LA 
7 Murray, DeMarco 60/191 So. Las Vegas, NV DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 13 Hayes, Michael 5-10/190 So. Altus, OK 
84 Alexander, Frank 65/235 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 11 Holmes, Lendy 61/196 Sr. Dallas, TX 
RECEIVERS HUWT CL HOMETOWN — 87 Anderson, David 6-5/220 ‘Fr. Lawton, OK 2 Jackson, Brian 61/190 Jr De Soto, TX 
85, Broyles, Ryan 60/170 Fr. Norman, OK 44 Beal, Jeremy 6-4/254 So. Carrollton,TX 6 Jackson, Desmond 5-11/187 Fr. Seguin, TX 
8 Caleb, Brandon == 6-1/196 dr Richmond, VA 97 Bennett, Cory 62/278 Sr SanAntonio,TX 3 Nelson, Jonathan  5-11/176 So. Mansfield, TX 
84 Chaney, Quentin 64/213 Sr. Tulsa, OK 99 Bumpus, Jonte 6-4/220 Fr. Muskogee, OK 43. Prince, Marloe 51/175 dt Tulsa, OK 
27 Cobb, Steven 6-2/200 Fr. Midland, TX 95 Davis, Alan 6-2/253 Sr. Colleyville, TX 27 Proctor, Sam 6-0/202 Fr. Pearland, TX 
87 Hamilton, Tw. 61/205 ur. Mounds, OK 33 English, Auston 63/257 Ur. Canadian,TX 6 Sims, David 511/198 dt Gainesville, FL 
39 Hutchins, Rashad  5-10/180 Fr. Houston,TX 96 Granger, DeMarcus 6-3/300 Jr. Dallas, TX 
9 Iglesias, Juaquin 61/201 Sr Killeen,TX 62 Jimoh, Tola 60/228 Jr Ws OK eee HiwT cL HOMETOWN 
Jarboe, Joshua 63/195 Fr. Decatur,GA 94 Macon, Pryce 6-1/260 So. — Corpus Christi, TX ss ueieoie Rie 5) BESS etry 
1 Johnson, Manuel 11/177 St, GiknetsTK:'| 93) MGCOy. Geralie 64/289 0. lOMetioma Ci OK Grates tC ta ce en 
10 Stradford, Tyler 63/180 Fr. New Orleans, LA 89 Moore, Cordero 62/297 Jr. Mesquite, TX sh isle Matthew(k) 61/095. Fr iN fas 
80 Tennell, Adron »«6-4/184 ut Irving,TX 86 Taylor, Adrian 641903 Se Manel. oe eee ere bi ails 
81 Whitson, Carter 511/190 Jr Shawnee, OK 98 Williams, John -«6-5/249.-St. er gm cal cL ee ae 
4 Wilson, Corey 60/185 Fr. Carrollton, TX sd iis Ws) OL SI ea Springs, mx 
LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 17 Stevens, Jimmy(K) 5-6/170 Fr. Oklahoma City, OK 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN Balogun, Mike 62/250 Jr. Upper Marlboro, MD 
86 Allgood, Ryan 6-3/229 So. Grove,OK 12 Box, Austin 63/220 Fr. Enid, OK 
83 Eldridge, Brody 65/258 Jr. LaCygne,KS 46 Bread, T.C. 6-3/225 Fr. Norman, OK 
18 Gresham, Jermaine 6-6/250 dr. Ardmore,OK 30 Bryant, UR. 63/230 dr. Jesup, GA 
88 Mensik, Eric 6-5/246 So. Rosenberg,TX 22 Clayton, Keenan 61/210 Jr. Sulphur Springs, TX 
47 Ratterree, Trent 6-3/220 Fr Weatherford, OK 48 Crow, Brandon 6-1/220 So. Comanche, OK 
89 Smith, Kolby 63/248 Sr. Pender, NE 28 Lewis, Travis 6-2/220 Fr. San Antonio, TX 
2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STA 
RECORD: 11-3 (6-2 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE AIT Sam Bradford 341 237. (3,121 36 8 
S. 1 North Texas Ww 79-10 84,472 Joey Halzle 51 30 454 3 1 
S. 8 Miami Ww 51-13 85,357 RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
S.15 Utah State Ww 54- 3 84,403 Allen Patrick 173 1,009 5.8 8 
$.21  atTulsa Ww 62-21 35,542 DeMarco Murray O7meezO4 60° “13 
S.29 at Colorado L 27-24 50,031 RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
oe eae hi bre ee Juaquin Iglesias 68907) 1338s 
0.13 Missouri W 41-31 85,041 Malcolm Kelly 49 891 16.8 9 
0.20 at Iowa State W y-7 49,511 Jermaine Gresham 37518.) 14 Oe hT 
Ne Tee hen is au g5,0% Manuel Johnson 31 448 #145 «4 
oa! % ele 84,450 Kicking: Garrett Hartley, 13-15 FGs, 71-76 XPs, 110 points 
N.17 at Texas Tech L 34-27 55,038 fs ; f . 
N24. Oklahoma State W 49-17 85,238 Tackles: Curtis Lofton, 157; Lewis Baker, 91 
* P Sacks: Auston English, 9.5 
D2 at Missouri . W 38-17 62,985 Interceptions: D.J. Wolfe, 4 
J. #West Virginia L 48-28 70,016 
#Fiesta Bowl Returning Players in Bold 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS There are more job searches taking place in the secondary, where both 
corners and a safety must be replaced. But there are proven players and plenty of potential, 
too. Nic Harris is an All-America candidate, a vicious hitter capable of playing either safety 
spot or the nickel. Lendy Holmes offers similar flexibility as a safety or corner. Dominique 
Franks and Brian Jackson carry an edge into the fall at the corner spots, with Jonathan Nel- 
son and Jamell Fleming in the backup roles. Junior college transfer David Sims and redshirt 
freshman Sam Proctor could also work their way into the secondary picture. Youth and in- 
experience are cause for concern, especially in a now-freewheeling league with so many po- 
tent quarterbacks and receivers. 


SPECIALISTS The Sooners led the nation in kickoff returns a year ago and return their top 
options: Iglesias and Murray. Johnson and Franks are both threats returning punts, although 
that area lacked sizzle in 07. Mike Knall is one of the Big 12’s best punters, in terms of both 
yardage and hang time. There’s a search to replace Garrett Hartley, who left as one of the 
most productive kickers in school history. Redshirt freshmen Jimmy Stevens and Matthew 
Moreland will compete with incoming freshman Tress Way for the placekicking and kickoff 
duties. 


JUAQUIN IGLESIAS 


SCOUTING THE SOONERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OKLAHOMA “They’re very sound. Big, fast, physical. Oklahoma is 
back to being the Oklahoma of old. The games they lost last year, they were a little bit 
bored, it looked like. When they played West Virginia (in the Fiesta Bowl), it looked like 
they didn’t have any juice. When those guys want to play, they’re scary. ... The offensive 
line is a prototype NFL offensive line from an athletic and size standpoint. They have 
(Sam) Bradford back and a group of talented running backs. ... They’re a team that’s ca- 
pable of running the table. They have the talent to do that, it’s just a matter of staying 
with it the whole time. ... When they decide they want to run the ball down someone’s 
throat, they can do it. ... Oklahoma will always be steady. Bob Stoops is one of the best 
coaches in the country. There’s no doubt they’ll have a chance to win them all. ... I don’t 
know how they approach their bowl games, whether it’s a letdown because they’re not 
playing for the national championship. Or if there’s some kids who are graduating, and 
they just are not jacked up about it. Hard to say from the outside.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


End game OU’s recent BCS bowl woes — 
four straight losses in the big bowls — 
are not a comfortable topic in Norman. The 
Sooners lost national title games to LSU 
(2003 season) and USC (2004) before suf- 
fering back-to-back Fiesta Bowl upsets to 
Boise State (2006) and West Virginia 
(2007). The season-ending struggles have 
the Sooners searching for a fix. Bob 
Stoops says he and his staff will review 
and analyze how they approach the month 
leading into the bow! game. He says it’s 
possible that too much emphasis is being 
placed on winning the Big 12 champi- 
onship, resulting in a letdown. “I think as 
much as anything,” Stoops says, “we 
haven’t handled success as well as maybe 
some other people have.” 


Semi-familiar face New receivers coach 
Jay Norvell is back for a second turn on 
the Sooner staff. Sort of. Norvell, who 
spent the past year at UCLA, joined OU for 
less than a month in the spring of 2002, 
before leaving to join the Oakland Raiders. 
Norvell went on with Bill Callahan from 
Oakland back to the college ranks at Ne- 
braska, where he was the offensive coor- 
dinator for three years before taking the 
same post at UCLA under Karl Dorrell. But 
when Dorrell was fired after last season, 
the opportunity to be a Sooner, again, was 
too good to resist. That and joining Bob 
Stoops, his former teammate at Iowa. 


Training ground When Kevin Sumlin left 
last winter for Houston, he became the 
fourth offensive coordinator or co-coordi- 
nator of the Stoops era to land a head 
coaching job. Sumlin followed Mike Leach 
(Texas Tech), Mark Mangino (Kansas) and 
Chuck Long (San Diego State) in graduat- 
ing into top jobs. 


Poll position Oklahoma spent every week 
of the 2007 season in The Associated 
Press Top 25, an elite status they’ve en- 
joyed for 658 weeks of the writers’ poll. 
That ranks No. 4 all-time and No. 1 among 
Big 12 teams. With 95 weeks in the top 
spot, the Sooners join Notre Dame as No. 
Lat No. 1. 


Mr. Versatility Senior wide receiver 
duaquin Iglesias can’t be called a slacker. 
He produced team-highs with 68 recep- 
tions and 907 yards in 2007. He was OU’s 
busiest kickoff return man, returning 29 
for an average of 28.5 yards, ranking 16th 
nationally. And he ran eight times for 96 
yards. In all, he totaled 1,833 all-purpose 
yards — 570 more than any other player 
on the team. 
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John Betancourt 


2008 SIGNEES 


Oklahoma’s run of Top 10 classes continued with a 21-man collection 
that featured offensive skill players for every position. With much of 
their Fiesta Bow! two-deep returning, the Sooners had few pressing 
needs. They hit the junior college ranks to address the most immediate 
glaring hole — linebacker — signing Mike Balogun and J.R. Bryant with 
hopes that both will step right into the rotation. Junior college defensive 
back David Sims will also be looked at to provide a boost. 

Looking to the future, the Sooners added players to almost every area, 
although more high school linebackers would have been preferable. The 
offensive highlights include Jermie Calhoun and Justin Johnson, two of 
the top running backs in Texas and the nation; four-star quarterback 
Landry Jones out of New Mexico; and a trio of tall and speedy four-star 
wide receivers in Jameel Owens, Dejuan Miller and Josh Jarboe, al- 
though Jarboe faces some potential legal issues. Tackle Stephen Good 
is a five-star prospect who was dominant in high school and projects as 
a future anchor for the offensive line. 

For the defense, the Sooners nabbed the nation’s No. 1 end in R.J. Wash- 
ington, who’s got the size and strength to make a case for playing time 
right away. The one prep linebacker the Sooners secured, Daniel Franklin 
out of Georgia, was a U.S. Army All-American. 

Placekicker Tress Way out of Tulsa will be given the chance to compete 
for the vacant placement duties. Three players — Johnson, Jones and 
offensive lineman Britt Mitchell — enrolled early and went through 
spring drills. 


BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive Linemen............---+- Mitt | 1TONASc RT cccsavasaseotensicsenersieyousss 11 
Defensive Backs........sssssssessee id | GEOL OAs csscsccsosissscrcccoverstsaiicoms 2 
Linebackers .......... 3 Oklahoma... 3 
Offensive Linemen 3 Maryland ... pall 
Wide Receivers .... veo) Pa EIOUICdLess.cccsses aul 
Running Backs .. 2 New Jersey ... il 
KiCKELS .....e0eeseeee 1 N@W MEXICO ou... essecseseeseeeesees 1 
Quarterbacks . of 

INGHIENASz is. rescccsesseetrn cece 1 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 
JERMIE CALHOUN © RB ® VAN, TX 


The legend of Jermie Calhoun in East Texas began when he reached the 
fourth grade. That’s when he and his family moved to Van, a small town 
located some 70 miles east of Dallas. Immediately, Calhoun was the best 
athlete on any team. 

Stayed that way, too. 

Considered one of the top running back recruits in the country — and 
the No. 1 prospect in Texas — Calhoun now follows in the footsteps of 
former East Texas legends Billy Sims and Adrian Peterson at Oklahoma. 
As a senior, splitting time between quarterback and running back, Cal- 
houn ran, threw or caught passes totaling 2,800 yards and 36 touch- 
downs. 

“We sometimes get kind of used to it, but when you go back and look at 
film, you’re like, ‘Wow, look at that cut, look at that stiff-arm,” said his 
high school coach Brady Pennington. 

“He’s just blessed.” 

So blessed, Calhoun could push for immediate playing time in an already 
crowded backfield. 

A forceful downhill runner with speed, the 6'0", 210-pound Calhoun gives 
the Sooners a dimension they are otherwise lacking. 
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MIKE BALOGUN LB 6'2" 250 UPPER MARLBORO, MD 
Transfer from Lackawanna (Pa.) College. Collected 86 tackles and three forced 
fumbles in 2007. 

JR. BRYANT LB 6'3" 230 JESUP, GA 
Transfer from Garden City (Kan.) Community College. Ranked as the No. 34 jun- 
ior college prospect by Rivals.com. 

JERMIE CALHOUN RBG" 210 VAN, TX 
Rated as the No. 2 running back in the nation by Rivals.com and ranked No. 8 in 
the Athlon Consensus 100. Rushed for 1,910 yards and 30 TDs as a senior. 
DANIEL FRANKLIN "18 63" 220 MOUNT AIRY, GA 
Selected to the Georgia Football Magazine all-state team. Collected 128 tackles 
in 2007 and 395 career tackles. 

STEPHEN GOOD T 6'5" 305 PARIS, TX 
Ranked as the No. 3 guard by Scout.com and No. 29 in the Athlon Consensus 100. 
Posted 208 pancake blocks in high school career. 

BEN HABERN C 614" 275 ARGYLE, TX 
Did not allow a sack during senior season. Rated as the No. 3 center in the na- 
tion by Rivals.com and selected as a Parade All-American. 

JAMES HANNA TE 64" 215 FLOWER MOUND, TX 
Picked honorable mention all-state by the Texas Sports Writers. Caught 53 passes 
for 765 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 

LAMAR HARRIS CB-é6'2" 180 GILMER, TX 
Rated No. 35 in the Texas 100 and as the No. 26 athlete in the nation by Ri- 
vals.com. 

JOSEPH IBILOYE S 64" 205 GARLAND, TX 
Selected by the Dallas Morning News as a first-team all-area player. Tallied 72 
tackles as a senior. 

JOSHUA JARBOE WR s6'3" 195 DECATUR, GA 
Selected as an Under Armour All-American. Rated as the No. 10 wide receiver by 
Rivals.com and No. 63 in the Athlon Consensus 100. 

JUSTIN JOHNSON RB" 210 GILMER, TX 
Rushed for 2,164 yards and 25 touchdowns as a senior. Ranked as the No. 2 run- 
ning back in the nation by Scout.com. 

LANDRY JONES QB 6'4" 210 ARTESIA, NM 
Named New Mexico Gatorade Player of the Year. Passed for 3,850 yards and 44 
touchdowns as a senior. 


DAVID KING DE 6'4" 240 HOUSTON, TX 
Selected to the Houston Chronicle All Greater Houston team. 
STACY MCGEE DT 6'4" 260 MUSKOGEE, OK 


Collected 98 tackles and six sacks as a senior. Rated the No. 11 defensive tackle 
in the nation by Scout.com. 

DEJUAN MILLER WR 65" 200 METUCHEN, NJ 
Caught 46 passes for 612 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. Rated as the No. 
13 wide receiver in the nation by Scout.com. 

BRITT MITCHELL T 6'6" 320 ROSCOE, TX 
Rated as the No. 45 offensive tackle in the nation by Scout.com. Collected 64 
pancake blocks during senior season. 

JAMEEL OWENS WR 63" 200 MUSKOGEE, OK 
Ranked as Oklahoma’s No. 1 player by Rivals.com and No. 45 in the Athlon Con- 
sensus 100. Caught 167 passes for 3,444 yards and 45 TDs during his career. 
DAVID SIMS $ 541i" 198 GAINESVILLE, FL 
Transfer from Butte (Calif.) College. Named junior college All-American and fin- 
ished 2007 with 70 tackles and 4.5 tackles for a loss. 


CASEY WALKER DT 6'3" 285 GARLAND, TX 
Rated as the No. 39 defensive tackle in the nation by Scout.com. 
R.J. WASHINGTON DE 614" 242 FORT WORTH, TX 


Named an EA Sports and Parade All-American. Ranked No. 10 in the Athlon Con- 
sensus 100. Selected by SuperPrep as the 2008 Southwest Defensive Player of 
the Year. 

TRESS WAY K 61" 190 TULSA, OK 
Named all-state by the Tu/sa World. Connected on 14-of-19 FGs as a senior. 
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C 
al STILLWATER, OKLA BOONE PICKENS STADIUM (60,000) A QUICK LOOK AT THE COWBOYS 
For the second consecutive year, the 
Cowboys open the season on the road 
against a BCS conference school. This 


‘ “ie HEAD COACH: MIKE GUNDY RECORD AT SCHOOL: 18-19 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 18-19 (3 YEARS) 


| hree consecutive quality recruiting classes and a $260 million renovation 
project on Boone Pickens Stadium are signs that better days are ahead 


NATIONAL | at Oklahoma se But she past two seasons have been filled with what- opener agailist Washington State, though, 
FORECAST a teintene Deed Hibiaice. ; is vastly different from last year’s opening 
| | rhe i bees isi spore Alabama (2006) and Indiana (2007) just éhallende at Georalawiich ended lip 
| a weak, bis be psa de, 3 ez: yar: PI ee oe ERD being one of the top teams in the country. 
2. _ With more talent on the roster than at any point during the Mike Gundy era, Still, the Cowboys’ schedule isn’t friendly. 
is this the year Oklahoma State moves up the Big 12 pecking order? 


Big conference games against Missouri, 
Texas and Texas Tech are all on the road. 
Regardless of location, the Cowboys must 


Entering his fourth season at his alma mater, Gundy is still below .500 for his 
career. With such a young roster, the Cowboys seem to be well-positioned to take 


a big leap forward in 2009, but they could make a move in ’08 if some of the find a way to close out games. Last year 
young players continue momentum built during the spring. they left wins on the board by failing to 
OSU’s spread offense once again should be among the nation’s top scoring close out Texas, despite leading by 21 
units. The key, as always in Stillwater, will be the defense. points in the fourth quarter, and Texas 
In defensive coordinator Tim Beckman’s first season, the Cowboys were ranked A&M, even though they held a 17-0 half- 
101st nationally in total defense. Spring practices revealed that the defense should time lead. Defense is the answer there, 
be improved. Whether it can make a quantum leap to the top 50 — Beckman’s and that’s where the Cowboys must im- 
ep MATe|U Ey goal — will be the key variable. prove this season. Their offense, led by 
PREDICTION “We're better but we haven't done it in ; quarterback Zac Robinson, should again be 
a game,” Beckman says. “I’m a perfec- y one of the country’s most explosive. Three 
/ tionist. We have to keep on progressing. consecutive quality recruiting classes have 
I know for us to win a Big 12 champi- , , upgraded the overall talent and improved 
onship we have to win it on defense.” You can’t get any more balanced than Okla- depth at Oklahoma State, but that has yet 
Oklahoma State has played in a bowl homa State’s offense last season. The Cow- __ to translate to the win-loss record. The 
five of the past six years. It wouldn't be boys compiled identical rushing and passing Cowboys are inching closer to competing 
surprising to see the Cowboys get off to totals, recording 3,161 rushing yards and —_— with perennial Big 12 South powers Texas 
a 5-0 start. But how they play on the 3,161 passing yards for an average of 486.3. and Oklahoma, and while this could be a 
road, starting with the season opener total yards per game, seventh inthe nation. _ breakthrough season under coach Miike 
against Washington State in Seattle, will Gundy, who is still below .500 after three 
determine what level bow! they play in this season, seasons, 2009 is a more likely date for the 


program to take a major leap forward. 


QUARTERBACKS Inserted as the starter three games into the season, Zac Robin- 
son established the single-season school record for total offense. The ideal fit for 
the no-huddle, spread offense, Robinson rushed for 847 yards and nine touch- 
downs and had three 100-yard rushing games. He threw for 2,824 yards and 23 
TDs. Robinson's option skills put pressure on cornerbacks and linebackers to 
make quick decisions. If they bite early, the Cowboys can strike for a big pass 
play. If a defense lays back in coverage, the running game has success. Because 
Robinson averaged nearly 15 carries per game late in the season he is more sus- 
ceptible to injury. Alex Cate and Brandon Weeden both have potential but nei- 
ther has experience. 


RUNNING BACKS The Cowboys lost Dantrell Savage, a first-team All-Big 12 
back, but three veterans should fill the void. Sophomore Kendall “Spud” Hunter 
rushed for 696 yards as a true freshman and is a threat as a receiver out of the 
backfield. Hunter probably will share the starting job with Beau Johnson, a jun- 
ior college transfer who rushed for 1,756 yards and led Butler (Kan.) Commu- 
nity College to the national title. Keith Toston, who had a productive freshman 
year in 2006 (631 yards) but fell down the depth chart last season, suffered a 
torn ACL late during the season. Toston is expected to be fully recovered to pro- 
vide depth. 


‘DEZ BRYANT 


2008 SCHEDULE 


RECEIVERS Sophomore Dez Bryant emerged as a budding star late in the sea- 


son. After hauling in 43 passes for 622 yards as a true freshman, Bryant is poised A. 30 _#Washington State W 
for a breakout season. Bryant can make the acrobatic catch or outleap a defender 5 3 rouston Smet - w 
on one-on-one lob passes in the end zone. Sophomore Artrell Woods was pen- S 7 OT ISSOUrL State” W 
ciled in to start last season before he suffered a summer weight-room accident 0. 4 Ree ARM W 
that was so severe doctors initially were concerned whether he would walk again. a 
; s : ; 0. 11 at Missouri L 
After undergoing back surgery and spending a year rehabbing, Woods remarkably 0.18 Baylor W 
is ready to return. His blazing speed stretches defenses. Several young, talented 0. 25. at Texas L 
wide receivers will compete for playing time. Damian Davis played a minor role N; 1 TowaState ......$%W <« 
last seas ad a solid spring and s start. Josh C ria 7 5 
st se son but had a solid spring and should start Josh ¢ ooper, Hubert Anyiam, N. 8 atTexas Tech ret 
William Cole and Bo Bowling could all contribute. Senior Brandon Pettigrew N.15 at Colorado * 
(35 catches, 540 yards) is one of the top tight ends in the country and will play N. 29. Oklahoma [as 
an even bigger role this season. Pettigrew is a solid blocker who creates over-the- #Seattle, WA ¢ 
middle match-up problems for linebackers and safeties. *Games in bold represent ganves crucial to the season. 5 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss e 
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OFFENSE (7) 
WR 1 Dez Bryant (So.) 

WR 83 Artrell Woods (So.) 

WR 85 Damian Davis (So.) 

LT 76 Russell Okung (Jr) 

LG 78 Michael Booker (So.) 

C 54 Andrew Lewis (Jr.) 

RG 65 Steven Denning (Sr.) 
RT 60 Brady Bond (Ur) 

TE 87 Brandon Pettigrew (Sr.) 
QB 11 Zac Robinson (ur.) 

RB 24 Kendall Hunter (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 98 Derek Burton (Jr) 
DT 96 Jeray Chatham (Sr.) 
DT 90 Swanson Miller (Ur) 
DE 91 Ugo Chinasa (So.) 
SLB 44 Andre Sexton (ur.) 
MLB 41 Orie Lemon (Jr) 
WLB 4 Patrick Lavine (ur.) 
CB 16 Perrish Cox (Ur) 
CB 17 Jacob Lacey (Sr.) 
SS 26 Quinton Moore (Sr) 
FS 6 Ricky Price (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Quinn Sharp (Fr.) 
P 18 Matt Fodge (Sr.) 


PATRICK LAVINE 


DEPTH CHART | 


9 Jeremy Broadway (ur.) 
25 Josh Cooper (Fr.) 
84 Hubert Anyiam (Fr) 

71 Trent Perkins (So.) 
70 Jonathan Rush (Fr) | 
63 David Washington (Sr.) | 
77 Noah Franklin (Jr) 
77 Andrew Mitchell (dr) 
86 Wilson Youman (Fr.) 
3 Alex Cate (So.) 
2 Beau Johnson (ur) 


50 Jamie Blatnick (Fr) 

94 Quencey Patrick (So.) 

92 Tonga Tea (Sr) 

99 Richetti Jones (Fr.) 

24 Deron Fontenot (Fr.) 

42 Justin Gent (So.) 

Donald Booker (ur) 

23 Terrance Anderson (ur) 
7 Maurice Gray (Jr) 

31 Lucien Antoine (ur) 

11 Tw. Bell (Sr) 


KR 7 Bo Bowling (ur) 
PR 16 Perrish Cox (Jr) 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Fora change, the 


Cowboys are a legitimate two-deep in the 
trenches. Four starters return, five if you in- 
clude David Washington, who suffered a 
broken leg three games into last season. 
Left tackle Russell Okung, a two-year 
starter, is the anchor. Two young linemen 
will compete for the left guard vacancy. An- 
drew Lewis, who moved to center follow- 
ing Washington's injury, could move back 
to guard or stay at center. Senior Steve 
Denning returns at right guard. Junior 
Brady Bond returns at right tackle, but 
OSU also signed Andrew Mitchell, a stand- 
out junior college offensive tackle who is 
23 years old after serving an LDS Church 
mission. With depth across the board, 
Gundy says he will consider using the sec- 
ond-team offensive line every fourth or 
fifth series. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Cowboys re- 


turn only one starter, but this unit showed 
vast improvement during the spring. Three 
junior college additions and some young 
players ready to emerge should help im- 
prove the pass rush. Stopping ground at- 
tacks up the middle and applying 
consistent pressure on quarterbacks were is- 
sues last year. Swanson Miller, a 6'4", 320- 
pound junior college defensive tackle, 
could help in both areas. Senior defensive 
tackle Jeray Chatham is a returning starter. 
Senior Tonga Tea has trimmed down fol- 
lowing a disappointing junior season. 
OSU's defensive ends lack experience but 
recorded five sacks in the spring game. 
Derek Burton and Ugo Chinasa will be 
first-time starters and were solid all spring. 
Richetti Jones, one of the top recruits in 
the country in 2007, redshirted following a 
high school hip injury. Jones has speed and 
quickness off the edge. Jamie Blatnick, an- 
other redshirt freshman, recorded three 
sacks in the spring game. 


LINEBACKERS Patrick Lavine, the team’s 


second-leading tackler, is the only return- 
ing starter and probably will move to weak- 
side linebacker, Andre Sexton, a two-year 
starter at safety, has been moved to the hy- 
brid linebacker position. Junior Orie 
Lemon was so productive in spring drills 
he’s the odds-on favorite to start at middle 
linebacker. Other candidates include Don- 
ald Booker, who recorded 161 tackles last 
season in junior college but didn’t arrive on 
campus until June. Redshirt freshman 
Deron Fontenot has some big-hit ability 
backing up Sexton. Sophomore Justin 
Gent enters his third year in the program 
and provides depth. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS With three return- 
ing starters, this is the most experienced 
unit on defense. Senior Jacob Lacey and 
junior Perrish Cox both return at corner- 


KEY COWBOYS 


Zac Robinson, QB One of the top dual- 
threat quarterbacks in the country, 
Robinson is more dangerous as a run- 
ner than a passer. 

Brandon Pettigrew, TE Some pro 
scouts have said he might have been 
the first tight end selected in the most 
recent NFL Draft. 
Kendall Hunter, RB 
Rushed for 696 
yards and caught 
10 passes for 137 
yards as a true 
freshman. 

Patrick Lavine, LB 
Two-year starter 
was second on the 
team in tackles 
and gives the 
Cowboys some 
stability at line- 
backer. 

Jacob Lacey, CB A two-year starter, 
Lacey blossomed late last season. He 
had three interceptions against Texas. 


KEY LOSSES 


Dantrell Savage, RB A first-team All- 
Big 12 running back, Savage rushed 
for 100 or more yards the last 10 
games of the season. 

Adarius Bowman, WR Became only 
the second receiver in school history 
to record two 1,000-yard receiving 
seasons. 

Larry Fedora, offensive coordinator 
The man who brought the spread of- 
fense to Stillwater is now the head 
coach at Southern Miss. 

Nathan Peterson, DE Injuries ham- 
pered him much of his career, but his 
motor never stopped. 

Donovan Woods, LB Played three dif- 
ferent positions throughout his career 
and provided invaluable team leader- 
ship. 


KENDALEHONTER 


RISING STAR 


Defensive end 
Richetti Jones suf- 
fered a dislocated 
hip midway through 
his senior year in 
high school and was 
redshirted his first 
year at Oklahoma 
State. Late in the 
season, OSU offensive players raved 
about how disruptive Jones was on 
the scout team. During the spring, 
Jones proved he had recovered from 
the hip injury. He will be expected to 
contribute in the fall. 


Lacey, Lavine, Hunter; Larry Smith 
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¢ 2008 OKLAHOMA STATE ROSTER 
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QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 72 Chestnut, Mark 6-1/305 dr. Miami,OK 41 Lemon, Orie 61/240 dr. Houston, TX 


3 Cate, Alex 61/195 So.  SaltLakeCity,UT 65 Denning, Steve 6-5/295 Sr. Southaven, MS 35 Long, Mathies 61/195 So. DeSoto, TX 
14 Dickey, Zac 6-1/190 Fr Pittsburg, KS 77 Franklin, Noah 6-5/310 dr. Vinita,OK 58 Richardson,Marcus 6-0/220 ‘Fr. Seguin, TX 
11 Robinson, Zac 63/205 dh. Littleton,CO 74 Garner, Grant 6-3/280 So. Mesquite, TX 44 Sexton, Andre 61/210 Jr. Houston, TX 

4 Weeden, Brandon  6-4/220 Fr. Edmond,OK 64 LaBrue, Casey 63/265 Fr. Enid, OK 59 Woodford, Doug 60/215 So. Enid, OK 

52 Lawrence, Andrew  6-4/295 dr. Dallas, GA 
nt < HI/WT CL HOMETOWN SA ews: Andel 65/290 dt Joplin, MO DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL een 
36 Davis, Melvin 5-10/180 dr. Houston, TX 73 Malone, Sterling 61/285 Fr. Ft. Worth, TX 23 bel SL 8) 6-0/180 dr. alts 
24 Hunter, Kendall 5-8/180 So. Ad 75 Martinez, Nick 6-4/310 Fr Floresville, TX 31 Antoine, Lucien 61/205 uh. Coral Springs, FL 

2 Johnson, took 5-10/210 Jr Lawrenceville, GA 77 Mitchell, Andrew 65/305 Jk Choctaw, OK 11 Bell, Tu. 60/195 Sr. mace ill 
12 Roberts, Michael 5-10/195 Fr. Lawton, OK 76 Okung, Russel 65/300 dk Fort Bend, X 5 Cockrell, Tad 60/200 Jr. Nichols Hills, OK 
27 Sokolosky, Taylor 5-9/200 So. Tulsa, OK 71 Perkins, Trent 65/300 So. Alice, 1X 16 et Perrish 61/190 dr. Waco, TX 
peace 61/735 So, WoodwaysTX 79 Rush, Jonathan «65/300 ‘Fr Kilesig TX, 5 Sere odo de 

5 Toston, Keith 61/210 dr. ct 57. Secrest, Jacob 65/295 So. Stilwater, OK 7 Gray, Maurice 5-9/180 = dr. Kathleen, GA 
37 Ward, Bryant 5-11/215 So. Stillwater, OK 63 Washington, David 6-3/305 St. Guthrie, OK 17 Lacey, Jacob 5-11/175 Sr. Garland, TX 

10 Martin, Markelle 61/180 Fr. Wichita Falls, TX 
ein) ae el! HORICOR DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 8 Moore, Adrian 6-0/200 Fr. Pine Bluff, AR 
calle UB A LET Deli Garlands TX 6 piatnick, Jamia 63/255" Fe Celina,TX 26 Moore, Quinton © 5-11/185 Sr Pearland, TX 

ROME E rll in Tonkawa, OK 98 Burton, Derek 65/265 lt MuskogeeOK 6 Price, Richy 61/195 Sr Houston, TX 

SI Eras ay Urey AVIS. dl Beaty 96 Chatham, Jeray 63/280 Sr. Houston, TX 22 Thomas, James 60/180 Fr. LaMarque, TX 

Pearse ce Lufkin, ot Chinasa, Uo 6-6/250 So.  _Richardson,TX 28 Thompson, AtDarius 5-11/180 J Mesquite, TX 
ra A rei Whe T™ 95 Donaldson, Chris 61/285 So. Anderson, SC 
33 Cole, William 60/175 So. Ceca ak TX 46 darka, Shane 6-4/270 So Fort Bend, TX SPECIALISTS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
80 Conner,DeMarcus 61/200 ur. Spring, TX 79 Jones, Ahmad 63/310 Fr Silsbee, TX 55 Sey Zach (LS) 6-1/260 Sr. Edmond, OK 
25 Com teva 5-11/190 Fr. Mustang, OK 99 Jones, Richett 64/240 Fr. Dallas, TX 95 Bailey, Dan (P/K) 6-0/205 So. Mustang, OK 
85 pares Damian 65/180 So. Mart, TX 93 Lewis: Jonathan 62/280 dr Carrollton, TX 38 Buster, Grayson (P/K) 6-0/180 Fr. Crawford, TX 
23 Gilseider, Nathan 64/195 dr. eas OK 90 Miller, Swanson 64/320 Jr Alachua, FL 18 Fodge, Matt (P) 61/195 Sr. Garland, TX 

6 Hood, Bryce 5-10/175 Fr Bartlesville, OK 94 Patrick, Quencey 63/275 So. Columbus, GA 69 Yerry, Marc (LS) 6-4/200 Fr. Waxhaw, NC 
ae NES: ul te Edmond, OK 97 price, Jeremiah 6-2/260 dt Collins, MS 
Se ae ts SIM 92 Tea Jr, Tonga 6-0/300 Sr. Anchorage, AK 
en 6 oe ee aseaedi tnd LINEBACKERS HV/WT CL HOMETOWN 
co es Eile Bixby,OK 49 Alexander, Kenny 61/215 Fr McKinney, TX 
89 Bowling, Brian 63/260 Sr. Tonkawa, OK 53 Clements, Seb 61/225 Sr anger, TX 
87 Pettigrew, Brandon 6-6/260 Sr. Tyler, TX 


40. Edwards, Nathan 6-0/220 So. Okmulgee, OK 


85 "Yoluran, MSOF} S25 | Fe pc artnet 24 Fontenot, Deron 510/200 Fr. Grand Prairie, TX 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN -HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 42 Gent, Justin 6-2/235 So. Irving, TX 
60 Bond, Brady 6-6/290 dr. Garber, OK 51 Glover, Jared 6-4/225 Fr. Bixby, OK 
78 Booker, Michael 63/310 So. Paris, TX 4 Lavine, Patrick 63/225 dr. Houston, TX 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECORD: 7-6 (4-4 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE AIT Zac Robinson 333. 201 «2,824 = 23 9 
S. 1 at Georgia L 35-14 92,746 Bobby Reid 49 26 275 1 1 
S. 8 Florida Atlantic W 42- 6 38,176 RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
S.14 at Troy L 41-23 24,102 Dantrell Savage 223, 14272 5.7 9 
S.22 Texas Tech W 49-45 37,850 Zac Robinson 140 847 6.1 9 
S.29 Sam Houston W 39- 3 41,139 Kendall Hunter 107 696 6.5 
0. 6 atTexas A&M L 24-23 ees RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
0.13 _at Nebraska Ww AS—1A 84,33 Adarius Bowman 67 1,006 150 8 
0.20 Kansas State Ww 41-39 41,725 Dez Bryant 43 622 14.5 6 
N. 3 Texas L 38-35 41,406 Brandon Pettigrew 35 540 154 4 
N. 10 Kansas L 43-28 39,848 Dantrell Savage 27 ~—259 96 2 
. oy : Hite 4 ee ee Kicking: Jason Ricks, 8-14 FGs, 38-39 XPs, 62 points 
; : = ral Tackles: Donovan Woods, 82; Patrick Lavine, 81 
D.31 #Indiana WwW 49-33 48,892 


Sacks: Nathan Peterson, 6 


# Insight Bowl Interceptions: Jacob Lacey, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 
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back. Lacey and Cox have produced mixed results throughout their careers, but Lacey de- 
veloped into a quality cover corner late last season. Cox can provide the big play but must be 
more consistent. Ricky Price, who switched from wide receiver a year ago, started all 13 games 
at free safety. Senior strong safety Quinton Moore is ready for a larger role after starting in 
the bowl game. Safety Lucien Antoine created the biggest buzz during the spring. A hard-hit- 
ting junior college safety, Antoine ended spring on the second team but could push for a 
starting job. At worst, he will be the extra defensive back when the Cowboys sprinkle in a 3- 
3-5 scheme. 


Senior punter Matt Fodge's average slipped a little last season, from 44.9 to 
42.9, but he is still one of the top punters in the country. Placekicking duties probably will 
be handled by incoming freshman Quinn Sharp, but he must beat out walk-on Dan Bailey, 
who took over kicking duties late last season. The Cowboys at times have ranked in the top 
10 nationally in special teams under coach Joe DeForest but didn’t match such lofty standards 
last year. With improved depth and some home run-hitting return candidates, DeForest is op- 
timistic OSU once again can rank near the top of the Big 12. 


“They are going to be a scary football team. 
When I think of them I think of athletes. They’ll spread you out and run it and spread 
you out and throw it. They’re impressive. They’re a fast team. They push the tempo on 
you on offense and the quarterback (Zac Robinson) is talented. He might be the most 
underrated quarterback in the conference from an athletic standpoint. He can run and 
he’s physical when he runs, and he can throw. ... They’re going to be able to recruit 
there with the facilities, and (Mike) Gundy has the personality for it. ... They’re going to 
be an interesting team. They could be the Kansas of this year as far as being a team 
that might jump up and bite some people. I don’t know if their schedule is as nice as 
Kansas’, though. ... They lost some pretty special playmakers in (Dantrell) Savage and 
(Adarius) Bowman. It’ll be interesting to see how they replace those guys. ... One thing 
to watch is how the offense runs. (Former offensive coordinator Larry) Fedora was the 
guy that made that thing hum. There’s a rhythm to calling plays in the no-huddle. Now 
they’ve got a couple guys involved. ... They’ve reached out to junior college kids to try 
and turn around the defense. Sometimes that works. Sometimes it doesn’t. But they 
weren’t very good on that side of the ball.” 
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Talented walk-on Bo Bowling, a walk-on, 
should figure prominently in the return 
game. Bowling played at Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M and was named the Bi- 
State Conference’s top offensive player. He 
also will be a reserve slot receiver. 


Different approach Oklahoma State is 
using a unique marketing strategy de- 
signed to improve season ticket sales. Ath- 
letic director Mike Holder announced in 
February fans must purchase a season 
ticket to attend the season-ending game 
against arch-rival Oklahoma. 


Better depth The best evidence the Cow- 
boys are improving their depth is they’re 
redshirting more players. Last season only 
five incoming freshmen played. This sea- 
son, most of the incoming freshmen proba- 
bly will redshirt. 


Hidden weapon Coach Mike Gundy be- 
lieves strength and conditioning coach Rob 
Glass is one of the best in the country. 
After spending 10 seasons at Florida, the 
majority as an assistant strength coach, 
Glass returned to his alma mater after 
Gundy was elevated to head coach three 
years ago. Glass’ year-round weight pro- 
gram and innovative conditioning tech- 
niques are starting to produce results. 


Stadium expansion A six-year $260 mil- 
lion renovation of Boone Pickens Stadium 
won't be complete until 2009, but the ex- 
panded west end zone will be re-opened to 
fans this season. Seating capacity in- 
creases to 60,000. The majority of work 
the final 12 months will be on coaches’ of- 
fices, locker rooms and weight rooms un- 
derneath the west end zone. 


Big 12 success Oklahoma State averaged 
505.0 yards of offensive in Big 12 games, 
ranking second only to Texas (514.0) for 
production in league action. 


Bowl success The Cowboys’ 49-33 win 
over Indiana in the Insight Bowl last De- 
cember improved their record in bowl 
games to 12-6. It is the best winning per- 
centage (.667) among Big 12 schools and 
the third-best in the nation among teams 
with at least 15 bow! appearances. 


Now a winner In each of Mike Gundy’s 
first 12 seasons as an assistant coach — 
at three different schools — he was part 
of a team with a losing record. But starting 
with the 2002 season, his second year as 
the offensive coordinator at Oklahoma 
State, his teams (all at OSU) have had win- 
ning seasons in all but one season. 
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Pettigrew: Larry Smith 


2008 SIGNEES 


The Cowboys signed a class that was borderline top 25 by various re- 
cruiting services. For a change there was emphasis on junior college 
transfers to address immediate needs. Running back Beau Johnson 
rushed for 1,756 yards to lead Butler (Kan.) Community College to a jun- 
ior college national title. Following a solid spring, Johnson is projected to 
share the starting job. 

Seven of the nine junior college additions play defense. Defensive tackle 
Swanson Miller was the biggest addition both physically and in terms of 
filling a major void. Miller, who also played on Butler’s national title team, 
could give the Cowboys a much-needed run stopper and an up-the- 
middle pass rusher. 

Safety Lucien Antoine lacks experience but already has developed a repu- 
tation for being a big hitter. Linebacker Donald Booker recorded 161 tackles 
last season at Navarro (Texas) Junior College. Another junior college D-line- 
man, Jeremiah Price, will be part of a five-man defensive end rotation. 
From the high school ranks, the nation’s No. 1 kicker (Quinn Sharp) is 
expected to earn the placekicking job. Kye Staley, one of the top play- 
ers in Oklahoma, will play running back. Three wide receivers might all 
redshirt but are similar to the 2006 class — 
athletic wideouts with good speed who fit the 
spread offense. OSU signed three tight ends. With 
only two scholarship tight ends on the roster for 
spring practice, one of the incoming freshmen will 
have to play. 

The top high school defensive players who signed 
include linebacker Alfred Dupree and safeties 
Markelle Martin and Victor Johnson. Martin en- 
rolled early and participated in spring practice. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 


BY POSITION 

Defensive BackS.........s:secseeesee 6 

Defensive Linemen... mat 

Offensive Linemen ..........s++0 4 

RUNNING Backs .......ssssceesseecsene BP UEIOVICA ees sscssassasaresassovetatenesseses 
Wide Receivers ..3  Mississippi...... 

Tight Ends....... aasdeaveshunhsceabacstad 3 South Carolina .... 
LINEDACKELS ....cesessesssseeeecseeseeee 2 TRNMESSCE .....ececcecsessesecsecscevere 
KiCRElicecsansstrssccasneassnscssanccdoans ste al 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 
LUCIEN ANTOINE © DB ® CORAL SPRINGS, Fl 


His nickname, “the Punisher,” speaks volumes. Antoine, originally from 
Haiti, played very little high school football, walked-on in junior college 
and redshirted his first year at Fort Scott (Kan.) Community College. 
Eventually, he blossomed into a junior college All-American. 

Oklahoma State coaches raved about Antoine’s big hits, stating his play 
in the spring was infectious among defensive teammates. Coach Mike 
Gundy compared Antoine’s hard-hitting approach to Mark Moore, a de- 
fensive back at OSU in the 1980s when Gundy was setting Big Eight pass- 
ing records. 

A tremendous athlete, Antoine will make some mistakes due to his lack 
of experience but should provide intimidating tackles. Because of his 
unique background, Antoine has a unique work ethic and a willingness 
to learn, traits that should allow him to make an immediate contribu- 
tion. 

Antoine ended spring practice on the second team but saw some action 
with the starters. He will compete for a starting job. If he remains on the 
second team he could be used in the 3-3-5 package as the extra defen- 
sive back. 
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ISAIAH ANDERSON Wr s6'0" 175 WICHITA FALLS, TX 
Selected as an honorable mention Class 4A All-State pick. 

LUCIEN ANTOINE $ 6'2" 210 CORAL SPRINGS, FL 
Transfer from Fort Scott (Kan.) CC. An All-Jdayhawk Conference selection. 
COOPER BASSETT TE 6'5" 235 TUTTLE, OK 
A SuperPrep All-American and named to Oklahoman’s Little All-City team. 
JUSTIN BLACKMON wr 6'2" 190 ARDMORE, OK 
Ranked as the No. 20 receiver in the nation by SuperPrep. 

DONALD BOOKER LB 60" 225 HOUSTON, TX 
Received All-American honors from NJCAA and JC Gridwire. 

BRODRICK BROWN cB 5'8" 165 HOUSTON, TX 
Selected to the Texas Football Magazine top 300. 

DEJUAN DAVIS G 6'4" 295 FORT WORTH, TX 
Selected first-team Texas 4A All-State. Did not allow a sack as a senior. 

CHRIS DONALDSON DT 6'1" 285 ANDERSON, S.C. 
Transfer from Coffeyville (Kan.) CC. Collected 36 tackles in 2007. 

ALFRED DUPREE LB 6'2" 215 DALLAS, TX 
Ranked as the No. 56 player in Texas by SuperPrep. 

JEREMY GRAY DE 6'6" 250 SHERMAN, TX 
Ranked as the No. 49 defensive end prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 
MAURICE GRAY CB 5'9" 180 KATHLEEN, GA 
Selected first-team All-Jayhawk Conference and honorable mention All-America. 
PATRICK HOOG G 6'4" 295 CASTROVILLE, TX 
Ranked as the No. 38 guard in the nation by Rivals.com. 

JUSTIN HORTON TE 6'4" 220 HENDERSON, TX 
Ranked as the No. 36 tight end in the nation by Rivals.com. 

BEAU JOHNSON RB 5111" 210 LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 
Tallied 1,756 yards and 19 touchdowns in 2007 at Butler (Kan.) CC. 

VICTOR JOHNSON S 6'1" 175 WACO, TX 
Ranked as the No. 40 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. 

MARKELLE MARTIN § 61" 180 WICHITA FALLS, TX 
Ranked as the No. 15 safety in the nation by Rivals.com. 

SWANSON MILLER DT 614" 320 ALACHUA, FL 
An NJCAA honorable mention All-American. Collected 79 tackles last season. 
TRAVIS MILLER RB 5111" 185 MARLIN, TX 
Rushed for 1,198 yards and nine touchdowns as a junior. 

ANDREW MITCHELL T 6'5" 300 CHOCTAW, OK 
Named first-team All-America by the NJCAA and JC Gridwire in 2007. 

JAMAL MOSLEY TE 6'4" 230 MEMPHIS, TN 
Ranked as the No. 30 tight end in the nation by Scout.com. 

NIGEL NICHOLAS DE 6'3" 260 ROSSVILLE, GA 
Earned all-district offensive and defensive honors during high school career. 
JEREMIAH PRICE DE 6'2" 245 COLLINS, MS 
Transfer from Jones County (Miss.) Junior College. 

ADRIAN RICHARDS WR 6'4" 190 MESQUITE, TX 
Ranked as the No. 58 player in Texas by SuperPrep. 

QUINN SHARP K 6'1" 185 MANSFIELD, TX 
Ranked as the best kicker in Texas by Texas Football Magazine. 

KYE STALEY RB 60" 215 GUTHRIE, OK 
Ranked as the No. 3 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. 

LANE TAYLOR G 6'2" 300 ARLINGTON, TX 
Ranked by Scout.com as the No. 88 guard in the nation. 

JOHNNY THOMAS $ 61" 175 TEXAS CITY, TX 


Ranked as the No. 58 safety in the nation by Rivals.com. 
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jy» HEAD COACH: MACK BROWN RECORD AT SCHOOL: 103-25 (10 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 189-99-1 (24 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GREG DAVIS DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: WILL MUSCHAMP 
AUSTIN, TEXAS DARRELL K ROYAL-TEXAS MEMORIAL STADIUM (93,553) 


after his seventh straight 10-win campaign. But after watching his defense 

give up the most yards in school history; after suffering his worst home loss 

in 10 seasons in Austin — a 41-21 drubbing by Kansas State; after losing 
to Oklahoma for the first time in three years; and after a second straight loss to 
Texas A&M, which fired its coach minutes after the game, Brown needed some 
positive mojo. 

He got it with a convincing 52-34 Holiday Bowl victory over Arizona State 
and by hiring 36-year-old defensive coordinator dynamo Will Muschamp and 
former Texas quarterback/favorite son Major Applewhite. Brown is hoping 
Muschamp, a Nick Saban disciple who helped LSU win a national title as de- 
fensive coordinator in 2003, and Applewhite, the team’s new running backs 
coach, will help find ways to beat nine bowl teams on a 12-game schedule. 

“We had maybe our best spring since we've been here,” Brown says. “We've got 
the toughest schedule I can remember this year, and we have a lot of inexperience 
in our players. So we have to come back in the fall with the same great attitude 
we had in the spring.” 

All of Muschamp’s expertise will be required for a schedule that replaces three 


j t's rare when Mack Brown needs to win the offseason at Texas, especially 


non-bowl teams from the Big 12 North — Nebraska, K-State and Iowa State — 
with three bowl teams — Kansas, Missouri and Colorado. 

“We're going to see it all this season,” Muschamp says. “So we have to be mul- 
tiple and be ready for everything. I want this group to be blue-collar and over- 
achieve.” 

Only five starters return Texas allowed 25.3 points per 
from a defense that gave game last season, the most since 
up 4,825 yards, includ- 2 5 x, Mack Brown’s first year as coach 
ing a school record 3,611 B in 1998, when the Longhorns al- 
passing yards (277.8 ypg), lowed 29.6 per game. 
and allowed 25.3 points per game. But plenty of experienced players return on 
the defensive line and at linebacker — players who probably should have been on 
the field more last season. The biggest question mark is in the secondary, where 
cornerback Brandon Foster, who had a school-record three returns for touch- 
downs last season, and safety Marcus Griffin have moved on. 

Another huge question is how to replace the speed on offense of running back 
Jamaal Charles, receiver Limas Sweed and tight end Jermichael Finley. 
“We've got enough potential,” Brown says. “We just have to live up to it.” 


QUARTERBACKS Junior Colt McCoy had what can be politely described as a 
sophomore slump in 2007 — not all of it his fault. He threw for 22 touchdowns 
with 18 interceptions behind an offensive line that only once started the same 
combination in consecutive games. What remains to be seen is how much backup 
sophomore quarterback John Chiles gets onto the field in a change-of-pace role. 
Chiles completed only one pass in nine attempts in seven games in 2007. But he 
ran 36 times for 191 yards (5.3 yards per carry) in UT’s shotgun-option offense. 
Chiles’ ability to scare defenses with his legs could be needed as Texas searches for 
playmaking on offense. 


RUNNING BACKS When Charles surprised Brown by announcing he was for- 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE LONGHORNS 
To compete for a Big 12 title, Texas has to 
figure out how it’s going to run the ball. 
Last year, the offensive line was in con- 
stant flux and ineffective. So Texas ended 
up making yards on the ground with the 
zone read, which meant quarterback Colt 
NicCoy running the football. UT coaches 
say the zone read will remain, which 
means McCoy must get even better as a 
runner. McCoy’s supporting cast on of- 
fense is full of question marks. The offen- 
sive line needs to get a lot better. The 
team’s best skill players from last year are 
gone. Texas used several trick plays as 
well as quarterback John Chiles in its Holi- 
day Bowl win against Arizona State. Mack 
Brown says those things will continue this 
season. Brown also says he’s determined 
to play young players, even true freshmen, 
something he has been reluctant to do. 
With Will Muschamp calling defenses, UT 
should finally get a pass rush, which will 
help an inexperienced secondary. Brown 
says the linebackers improved the most of 
any position in the spring. That’s huge, be- 
cause Texas’ LBs the last two seasons 
have been a glaring weakness. With nine 
bowl teams from last year on the schedule, 
including surging Texas Tech, Kansas, Mis- 
souri and Colorado, Texas could struggle if 
skill players on offense and the secondary 
don’t break through quickly. 


going his senior year for the NFL, Texas lost a potential Heisman Trophy candi- 
date. Charles ran for 1,619 yards (on a 6.3 average) and 18 touchdowns, was an 
excellent blocker and receiver and also happened to be a Big 12 sprint champion. 
Finding anything close to that this season could be a real challenge. Fans were 
hoping Texas would land Darrell Scott, considered the nation’s top high school 
running back. But Scott chose Colorado over Texas. Brown thinks he has the an- 
swer already on campus in a committee that includes sophomore Vondrell 
McGee, senior Chris Ogbonnaya and redshirt freshman Fozzy Whittaker. Texas 
has had a threat in the backfield who could score on any given play since 2004 
thanks to talents like Vince Young, Selvin Young, Ramonce Taylor and Charles. 
The Longhorns don’t appear to have that threat this season unless a new name 
emerges in fall camp. 


RECEIVERS Gone are five of the team’s top eight receivers from last season — 
Sweed, Finley, Charles, Nate Jones and Billy Pittman. Texas will look to seniors 
Quan Cosby and Jordan Shipley to be the steady hands in the receiving corps 
while coaches hope for some new stars to emerge. Cosby caught 60 passes, in- 
cluding five touchdowns, last season while playing all three receiver spots. Ship- 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Florida Atlantic _W. 
S. 6 atUTEP WwW 
S. 13 Arkansas. WwW. 
S..20 Rice Se 
O. 4 atColorado ee, 
0.11 #O0klahoma ate 
0.18 Missouri ug 
0. 25 Oklahoma State _ W 
N. 1 atTexasTech + 
N. 8 Baylor _ = FW 
N.15 at Kansas_ 0 
N. 27 Texas A&M W 


# Dallas, TX 
*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or lass 


McCoy: Chris Covatta; Cosby: Layne Murdoch 
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TEXAS QB 
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DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (7) 


WR 6 Quan Cosby (Sr.) 
WR __ 8 Jordan Shipley (Sr.) 
WR 5 Brandon Collins (So.) 
LT 74 Adam Ulatoski (ur.) 
LG 52 Charlie Tanner (Jr.) 
C 71 Chris Hall (ur.) 

RG 55 Cedric Dockery (Sr) 
RT 64 Kyle Hix (So.) 

TE 19 Blaine Irby (So.) 

QB 12 Colt McCoy (ur) 

RB 2 Vondrell McGee (So.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 98 Brian Orakpo (Sr.) 
DT 99 Roy Miller (Sr.) 

DT 33 Lamarr Houston (ur.) 
DE 95 Aaron Lewis (Sr.) 
WLB 38 Rod Muckelroy (ur) 
MLB 44 Rashad Bobino (Sr.) 
SLB 2 Sergio Kindle (ur) 
CB 13 Ryan Palmer (Sr.) 
CB 7 Deon Beasley (ur) 
S$ 19 Ishie Oduegwu (ur) 
S$ 12 Earl Thomas (Fr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 Ryan Bailey (Sr.) 
P 9 Justin Tucker (Fr) 


9 Malcolm Williams (Fr) 
87 James Kirkendoll (So.) 
4 Dan Buckner (Fr.) 
56 Tray Allen (So.) 
63 Michael Huey (So.) 
66 Buck Burnette (So.) 
72 Britt Mitchell (So.) 
76 Aundre McGaskey (Fr.) 
18 Josh Marshall (So.) 
7 John Chiles (So.) 
22 Fozzy Whittaker (Fr.) 


32 Eddie Jones (So.) 
92 Ben Alexander (Ur) 
94 Michael Wilcoxon (Fr.) 
37 Henry Melton (Sr.) 
42 Dustin Earnest (So.) 
11 Jared Norton (ur) 
1 Keenan Robinson (Fr.) 
8 Chykie Brown (So.) 
3 Curtis Brown (So.) 
5 Ben Wells (Fr) 
6 Christian Scott (Fr) 


KR 6 Quan Cosby (Sr.) 
PR 6 Quan Cosby (Sr) 


ley, who had 27 catches and five TDs in 
2007, also can play all three wideout posi- 
tions. Sophomore Brandon Collins re- 
ceived strong praise in the spring and could 
start in three-receiver sets with Cosby and 
Shipley. Redshirt freshman Malcolm 
Williams is also pushing for playing time. 
Sophomore tight end Blaine Irby will take 
over Finley's pass-catching duties, while 
senior Peter Ullman will be the blocking 
specialist in two-tight end sets. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Left tackle Tony 
Hills has moved on to the NFL, but Texas 
should now benefit from being forced to 
play a bunch of young guys last year due to 
injury and inconsistency. Junior Adam 
Ulatoski will move from right to left tackle. 
Sophomore Michael Huey appears to be a 
rising star and will challenge Charlie Tan- 
ner at left guard. Sophomore center Buck 
Burnette has the mean streak coaches love 
and will challenge junior Chris Hall for 
playing time. Senior Cedric Dockery, the 
younger brother of the Buffalo Bills’ Der- 
rick Dockery, is finally healthy and ex- 
pected to start at right guard. Sophomore 
Kyle Hix looks like the future at right 
tackle. Texas will have depth at tackle 
thanks to sophomore Tray Allen. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Defensive tackles 
Frank Okam and Derek Lokey were a huge 
reason Texas ranked No. 6 against the run 
nationally last year (93.4 ypg) and No. 3 
nationally in 2006 (61.2 ypg). Both have 
moved on to the NFL, but some would 
argue senior tackle Roy Miller is every bit 
as good as those two. Miller will line up 
next to Lamarr Houston (6'2", 275), who 
moved to tackle from end. Coaches have 
high hopes for end Brian Orakpo, who had 
5.5 sacks after missing four games early last 
season with a right knee injury. Senior end 
Aaron Lewis is solid against the run and 
pass, while running — back-turned- 
defensive end Henry Melton received 
praise from coaches for his work in the 


spring. 
LINEBACKERS Probably the _ biggest 


source of consternation among Texas fans 
last season was the belief that Texas didn’t 
always have its best linebackers on the field. 
That debate should calm down this season 
thanks to attrition. Juniors Sergio Kindle 
at strong-side linebacker, Rod Muckelroy 
at weak-side linebacker and Jared Norton 
in the middle will now get their chance to 
prove themselves in a rotation with senior 
middle linebacker Rashad Bobino and red- 
shirt freshman Keenan Robinson. Brown 
says some of the biggest improvement in 
the spring was made at linebacker, and 
that’s a good sign. The Longhorns have 
been plagued by poor pass coverage from 
their linebackers the past two seasons. 
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LONGHORNS 


Colt McCoy, QB Needs to return to 
first-year form, when he tied an NCAA 
freshman record with 29 TD passes 
with only seven interceptions. 

Quan Cosby, WR He may be 25 after 
playing minor league baseball, but 


Cosby is a key 


locker room leader and 


a big part of the passing game. 


Roy Miller, DT 
NFL types say 


Miller would have 


been drafted 


higher than either 


Frank Okam or 
Derek Lokey th 
year. 


Brian Orakpo, DE 


Coaches need 


him to double his 


5.5 sacks from 
injury-plagued 
2007 to help 


cover up an inex- 


is 


an 


perienced secondary. 


Adam Ulatoski, 
anchor on an o 
of question ma 


LT The best player and 
ffensive line with a lot 
rks. 


KEY LOSSES 


Jamaal Charles, RB The team’s lead- 


ing rusher and 


biggest threat to go 


the distance on any play skipped his 


senior year for 


the NFL. 


Limas Sweed, WR Had the ability to 
stretch defenses and make huge 


plays in the clu 
Jermichael Fin 


tch. 
ley, TE Left two sea- 


sons of eligibility on the table for the 
NFL after forcing defenses to account 


for his speed d 


own the field. 


Derek Lokey, DT A heady, immovable 
force in the middle of the defense and 
the unit’s top leader last season. 


Marcus Griffin, 


S Had four intercep- 


tions, including one for a TD, and led 
the team in tackles while also lining 
up the secondary. 


Brandon Collins, a sophomore who 
failed to catch a pass last season, fig- 


ures to catch a 


bunch of them this 
year. When Texas is in 
its three-receiver set, 
Collins figures to be 
on the field with 
Quan Cosby and Jor- 


dan Shipley. Col 


grew up in Brenham, 
idolizing former Texas 


receiver Limas 


whole 


lins 


Sweed while serving as a ball boy for 
Sweed’s high school team. 


Norton, Orakpo: Chris Covatta 


QUARTERBACKS HTWT CL HOMETOWN TIGHT ENDS. HI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
7 Chiles, John 6-2/215 So. Dallas,TX 16 Harris, Ian 6-4/250 Fr. San Antonio, TX — 44 Bobino, Rashad 511/238 Sr. La Marque, TX 
17 Harris, Sherrod 63/220 So. Arlington,TX 13 Howard, Ahmard = 6-4/252_— Fr. Brenham,1X 4? Earnest, Dustin 6-3/233 So. Texarkana, TX 
11 Kinne, Gw. 63/220 Fr. Gilmer,1x 19 Irby, Blaine 63/240 So. Camarillo,CA 43 Johnson, Dravannti 6-2/237 Fr. Nederland, TX 
12 McCoy, Colt 63/20 Jt Tuscola TH. | 1A. MBESHORS WS 04/285 So: Arlington, 1X Kindle, Sergio. 6-4/239 dt Dallas, TX 
15 Walker,Trevor 62/202 So. MountPleasant,Tx © McWhorten Mac’ G-4/255. dr Austin, 59 Kugler, Chad 62/220 Jt Richardson, TX 
89 Ruefle, William 6-2/252 dr. Mesquite, TX 38 Muckelroy Roddrick 62/230 J Hallsville. TX 
RUNNING BACKS HVWT CL HOMETOWN 86 Ullman, Peter 64/260 Sr austnTK ade : ee 2 =a a 
33 Allensworth, James 5-8/161 Sr Austin, TX Oy ate a ni od 
: OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 48: Ochoa, Jarrod 5-10/235 Jr. Abilene, TX 
36 Carrillo, Kendal 60/195 dr. Sweetwater, TX a 
56 Allen, Tray 6-5/320 So. Grand Prairie, TX 1 Robinson, Keenan 6-3/220 Fr. Plano, TX 
24 Cobb, Antwan 6-0/222 So. Pflugerville, TX 54 Buchanan, Mark 66/285 Fr. Austin. TX . - 
: es SUN, 46 Smith, Aaron 62/225 Fr. Palestine, TX 
38 Gage, Levi 510/187 dr. Caldwell, TX 66 Burnette, Buck 6-3/320 So Wimberley, TX 
25 Hills, Jeremy 6-0/187 Fr. Houston,TX 57 Carroll, Andrew 6-3/300 So. Montgomery,TX DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
31 Johnson, Cody 511/255 Fr. Waller,TX 55 Dockery, Cedric 6-4/320 Sr. Garland,TX 7 Beasley, Deon 510/175 dr. Orange, TX 
46 Marcantonio, Drew 6-1/205 Sr. Corpus Christi,TX 71 Hall, Chris 6-4/300 dr. Irving, TX 8 Brown, Chykie 61/185 So. Houston, TX 
2 McGee, Vondrell  5-10/205 So. Longview,TX 64 Hix, Kyle 67/320 So. Aledo,TX 3. Brown, Curtis 61/178 So. Gilmer, TX 
23. Newton, Tre’ 60/193 Fr. Southlake,Tx 63 Huey, Michael 65/315 So Kilgore, TX 97 Egwuagu, Martin 510/190 dr. Austin, TX 
3 Ogbonnaya, Chris 61/225 St Missouri City.Tx 76 McGaskey,Aundre 65/295 Fr. La Marque,TX 93 Fisher, Mark 58/160 Fr Carrallton,TX 
45, Redwine, Nic 63/230 Sr Tyler, a aera ees = Kilgore, TX 99 Ford, Clark 510/185 Je Richmond, TX 
40 Spears, Alex 5-6/200 Sr. Houston, TX pu ei ; Eoveones 21 Gideon, Blake 61/197 Fr Leander, TX 
49 Tiemann, Luk 62/085 5 ent oe sive Boerne, X31 Hil, Cod 510175 F Lubbock, TX 
ul a e : i Paugervile 53 Smith, Greg 6-4/285 So. Montgomery, TX mse ‘ et ae 
22 Whittaker, Foswhitt 5-10/195 Fr. Houston, TX 78 Snow, David 6-4/280 Fr. Gilmer, TX 37 tower Lawrence 5-10/175 Jr iene 
RECEIVERS HWT CL HOMETOWN 52 Tanner, Charlie 6-4/300 Ur Austin, TX 29 Martinez, Jorge 6-0/200 So. Brownsville, TX 
4 Buckner, Dan 64/23 Fr Allen, 1X 74 Ulatoski, Adam 68/310 ur. Southlake, TX : rises Ishie sarah ae 
5 Collins, Brandon 6-0/170 So. Brenham, TX  DEFENSIVELINEMEN -HI/WT CL HOMETOWN Lis! va : pare 
6 Scott, Christian 61/208 Fr. Dallas, TX 
6 Cosby, Quan 5-11/205 Sr. Mart,TX 81 Acho, Sam 6-3/258 So. Dallas,™X 55, Thomas Ear STE Ronee 
83 Fitzhenry,Brock  5-9/171_ Fr. ~ Giddings, TX 92 Alexander, Ben 6-0/310 dr. Anderson, SC Eg ; ine = i 
87 Kirkendoll, James 511/175 So. Round Rock,1X 97 Carter,Russell 63/245 Fr. Houston,Tx > Wells, Ben i : ee 
80 Orr, Daniel 60/186 Je _Corsicana,Tx 90 Ellis, Brian 65/287 “$0. _ Grand Prairie, TX spEcIAUISTS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 
1 Payne, Philip 62/213 So. Garland,Tx 5 Hinojosa, Rene me ve Weslaco,TX 39 Bailey, Ryan(K) 62/205 Sr Austin, TX 
8 Shipley, Jordan  6-0/195 St Burnet Ti: | 22 Housing 227 Te SE otoraco Sweings, CO. 7 Cartan rei (el oe 219s oeale Katy, 1X 
32 Stell, John 515 F Pitfinonn TX? beeen ee Kilgore,TX 47 Gold, ohn(P) «4G 3/210._So Palestine, TK 
ee) : Z a : 95 Lewis, Aaron 6-4/265 Sr. Albuquerque, NM sais: - ; : 
81 Vergari, C.A. 63/205 dr. Bronxville, NY 37 Melton, Henry 63/265 Sr Grapevine, TX 58 Harvey, William (LS) 5-11/235 dr. Houston, TX 
14 Webber, Montre 63/210 So. Hearne, TX 52. Michner, Cory 6-0/215 Sr. St. Louis, MO 15 Lawrence, Hunter (K) 6-0/180 dr. Boerne, TX 
30 Wieland, Chris 59/170 dr. Cedar Park,TX 99 Miller, Roy 6-2/300 Sr. Killeen, TX 50 Messer, Jeff(LS)  6-0/231 Fr. Peach Tree City, GA 
9 Williams, Malcolm  6-3/225 Fr. Garland,TX 98 Orakpo, Brian 6-4/260 Sr. Houston, TX 9 Tucker, Justin (K) 61/171 ‘Fr. Austin, TX 
28 Zych, Ryan 5-10/175 Fr. Plano,TX 94 Wilcoxon, Michael  6-3/285 Fr. Aledo,TX 48 Zumberge, Alex(LS) 6-0/245 Fr. Houston, TX 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECORD: 10-3 (5-3 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT Colt McCoy 424 276 =63,303 22 18 
S. 1 Arkansas State Ww 21-13 84,440 John Chiles 9 1 17 0 0 
Ss. 8 TCU W 34-13 84,621 RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
S.15 at UCF Ww 35-32 45,622 Jamaal Charles 258 1,619 6.3 18 
S.22 Rice Ww 58-14 84,571 Colt McCoy 114492 4.3 4 
S.29 Kansas State L 41-21 84,864 Vondrell McGee 75 297 4.0 
0. 6 Oklahoma L 28-21 ape RECEIVING REC yDs AVG 1D 
0.13 at Iowa State W 56- 3 52,060 Nate Jones 70 795 114 5 
0.20 at Baylor Ww 31-10 41,335 Quan Cosby 60 680 113 5 
0. 27 se , W a a ee Jermichael Finley 45. e575. 128) 2 
OS ae O RANE Se bd oF ; Kicking: Ryan Bailey, 18-22 FGs, 58-59 XPs, 112 points 
N.10 Texas Tech WwW 59-43 86,401 sees 
Tackles: Marcus Griffin, 99; Ryan Palmer, 80 

N. 23 at Texas A&M L 38-30 88,253 s 2 

; acks: Brian Orakpo, 5.5 
D.27 #Arizona State Ww 52-34 64,020 


- Interceptions: Marcus Griffin, 5 
#Holiday Bowl 


Returning Players in Bold 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS The success of this group may depend on how quickly defensive backs 
Curtis and Chykie Brown pick up their new assignments. Both are 6'1" with blazing speed 
and will be asked to play corner and safety — a signature of secondary coach Duane Akina. 
But they have exactly zero starts between them. Junior Deon Beasley, who could be the next 
star defensive back at a school that has produced two of the last three Thorpe Award winners, 
and senior cornerback Ryan Palmer figure to have two of the starting jobs. Safety is a huge 
concern because there’s little experience other than junior Ishie Oduegwu, who is coming off 
left shoulder surgery. But there’s a ton of athletic talent at the position, including Christian 
Scott, Earl Thomas and Ben Wells. 


SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Ryan Bailey, a former walk-on, has proven himself in the clutch 
by kicking two game-winners (at Nebraska in 2006 and at Oklahoma State in 2007). Fresh- 
man Justin Tucker was ahead of junior Trevor Gerland for the starting punting job coming 
out of the spring. Cosby did a nice job with kick returns last year (24.2 ypr with one TD) 
but struggled on punt returns (9.4 ypr). 


ROY MILLER 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS “If all of those guys are clicking and playing hard and are 
into it mentally, nobody can beat them. In the Kansas State game, they got hurt on special 
teams. If guys aren’t playing hard, that can happen. ... They have that quarterback (Colt 
McCoy) that’s a quality player, as long as he isn’t getting drilled. ... Offensively, they’re 
one of those teams that does what they do — pretty simple and sound, and they just try 
to get it to their guys that are playmakers, and that’s how they do their thing. ... They'll 
miss (Jermichael) Finley, and (Jamaal) Charles was a gamebreaker. I think they’ve got 
some very good backs, but I think those two guys were game changers ... On defense, 
they will be a lot better, not that they were bad. (Will Muschamp) will have them playing 
hard. He’s a very well-respected coordinator. He’ll get them motivated. ... The problem 
they had last year, not that they had a lot of problems, but the one noticeable dropoff was 
their offensive line play. I expect them to be better, because they’ll be a year more ma- 
ture. ... I don’t know if they’ve taken a step back or they’ve just missed a step. It’s going 
to be interesting to see how they respond to the new coaches. ... Their schedule with the 
North (Missouri, Kansas, Colorado) won’t be the cakewalk like it was a year ago.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


In no hurry Mack Brown got a new con- 
tract before last season that will pay him 
$3 million in bonuses for coaching through 
2009. But Brown is refuting speculation 
that he will succeed DeLoss Dodds as ath- 
letic director after that. The speculation 
surfaced because Brown’s new contract 
says if he decides to leave coaching at UT, 
he will be reassigned to a “significant po- 
sition” within the athletic department. 


Homefield advantage Texas will debut 
the new north end of Royal-Memorial Sta- 
dium this season. Roughly 16,000 seats 
have been added in addition to three dozen 
luxury suites at a price tag of $176 million. 
With the north end now closed, players 
and coaches expect increased sound and a 
better homefield advantage. 


Muschamp brings hard hat In addition 
to bringing several new drills to Texas from 
his days with LSU, the Dolphins and Auburn, 
defensive coordinator Will Muschamp has 
brought the Hard Hat Award. Every day in 
practice Muschamp gives the award to the 
player with the hardest hit. 


No blocked punts For the first time in 
Mack Brown’s 10 seasons, the Longhorns 
failed to block a punt last fall. Secondary 
coach Duane Akina took a break from 
coaching that unit last season because he 
was the defensive coordinator. Brown is 
hoping Akina’s full attention on the punt re- 
turn/punt block unit this season will help. 


The Newton boys Texas freshman run- 
ning back Tre’ Newton of Southlake Carroll 
is the son of Nate Newton, who spent 14 
years as an offensive linemen with the 
Dallas Cowboys. Newton, however, lists 
Michael Irvin as his sports hero in the 
Texas media guide. Sorry, dad. 


Missing Texas was without some key 
players during the spring. Recovering from 
offseason surgery were linebacker Sergio 
Kindle (right knee cartilage), defensive end 
Aaron Lewis (broken collarbone), safety 
Ishie Oduegwu (left shoulder), defensive 
end Eddie Jones (left shoulder), left tackle 
Adam Ulatoski (left knee) and receiver 
Montre Webber (right foot). 


Bed checks Ken Rucker went from run- 
ning backs coach to director of high school 
relations and player development — a job 
created, in part, to help curb the off-field 
troubles. Part of Rucker’s job is to perform 
bed checks in the dorms where under- 
classmen live and become a mentor to 
players when they can’t have contact with 
coaches during the summer. 
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Miller: Chris Covatta 


The headlines on Signing Day were more about who Texas didn’t get — 
superstar running back Darrell Scott of Ventura, Calif. — because the 
Longhorns desperately need to replace Jamaal Charles, who left early 
for the NFL. But Tre’ Newton, the son of former Dallas Cowboy Nate 
Newton, and Jeremy Hills, the younger brother of just-departed UT left 
tackle Tony Hills, signed as running backs and will get a look. 

Mack Brown needed help in the secondary and at defensive tackle and 
appears to have gotten it. Defensive back Aaron Williams was rated one 
of the best in the country by recruiting services. Defensive tackles Khee- 
ston Randall and Jarvis Humphrey have a chance to play in a rotation 
right away. Linebackers Dravannti Johnson and Emmanuel Acho and 
safety prospects Blake Gideon and Nolan Brewster also could work into 
a rotation this season. Big receivers Dan Buckner and D.J. Grant will 
have a chance to get on the field immediately with the departure of Limas 
Sweed. Texas desperately wanted a defensive end in this recruiting class 
but didn’t get one. Brown said he’ll be looking to sign two defensive ends 
next February. Coaches hope Brock 
Fitzhenry can be a receiver in the mold 
of former Texas Tech star Wes Welker. 
Texas got three outstanding offensive 
linemen in tackles Mark Buchanan and 
Luke Poehlmann and center David 
Snow, even though they might all red- 
shirt this season. Brown is hoping the 
speed of receiver DeSean Hales will 
help get him on the field quickly, possi- 
bly as a returner. Nine of UT’s 20 
signees enrolled early and went 
through spring drills. 


AARON WILLIAMS 


BY POSITION BY STATE 
Wide ReCeIVEFS. ......e.ssscsecsesnee 5 
Defensive Backs.... a4 
LIMNEDACKELS. ........ssssesceceessesnees 3 
Offensive Linemen ...............0 3 
Defensive Linemen............:++ 2 
RUNNING BACKS ......c.sseceseeeeeeee 2 
KIGK OMS Ai cccsssvoscccosensussesudiconcarts 1 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 
JUSTIN TUCKER * K/P © AUSTIN, TEXAS 


This may not be the sexy pick in a class with a bunch of tall receivers, 
fast defensive backs and running backs with strong bloodlines. But con- 
sidering Mack Brown’s frustrations recruiting kickers and punters lately, 
Tucker could play a critical role for the Longhorns after losing punter 
Justin Moore to graduation. 

Brown thought the successor to Moore would be scholarship junior 
Trevor Gerland. But Tucker had Gerland beaten coming out of the spring, 
and Tucker was considered to be strictly a kicker coming out of Austin 
Westlake High School. Brown never used to give kickers and punters 
scholarships, preferring to get kids to walk on. But then Mason Crosby 
from Georgetown, just 20 miles north of Austin, got a scholarship offer 
from Colorado and became an All-American. So Brown started giving out 
scholarships, but walk-ons have still won the jobs. Walk-on Ryan Bailey 
beat out scholarship recipient Hunter Lawrence to kick field goals last 
season, and Moore, a former walk-on, beat out Gerland to punt last year. 
Brown is hoping he’s got a scholarship punter/kicker in Tucker who can 
win a job. 
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EMMANUEL ACHO LB 6'2" 215 DALLAS, TX 
Selected as a two-time All-Southwest Preparatory Conference performer and to 
the first-team on Dave Campbell’s Super Team. 

NOLAN BREWSTER S 61" 195 LITTLETON, CO 
Selected third-team EA Sports All-America. Ranked as the No. 3 player in Col- 
orado by Rivals.com. Participated in the 2008 U.S. Army All-America Bowl. 
MARK BUCHANAN T 66" 285 AUSTIN, TX 
Ranked among the top 250 prospects in the nation by Rivals.com. Earned second- 
team honors on Dave Campbell’s Super Team. 

DAN BUCKNER WR 6'q" 213 ALLEN, TX 
Ranked as the No. 17 prospect in the nation by ESPN.com. Caught 146 passes for 
2,511 yards and 33 touchdowns during his high school career. 

BROCK FITZHENRY wr so5'9" 171 GIDDINGS, TX 
Selected as District 23-3A MVP and a three-time all-state pick during high school 
career. Led high school team to two district titles as a quarterback. 

BLAKE GIDEON 5 61" 197 LEANDER, TX 
Selected as District 14-5A MVP as a senior. Collected 300 tackles, 10 interceptions 
and six forced fumbles during high school career. 

D.J. GRANT WR 6'3" 205 AUSTIN, TX 
Ranked among the top 10 receivers in Texas by Dave Campbell’s Texas Football. 
Earned District 17-4A Offensive MVP honors as a senior. 

DESEAN HALES WR 5'11" 185 SPRING, TX 
Ranked No. 77 in the Athlon Consensus 100. Collected 5,553 all-purpose yards 
and 50 touchdowns in three high school seasons at Klein Oak. 

ANTOINE HICKS wR 6'2" 193 ARLINGTON, TX 
Collected 4,044 yards of total offense and 37 touchdowns during high school ca- 
reer. Ranked among the top 150 prospects in the nation by ESPN.com. 

JEREMY HILLS RB 6'0" 187 HOUSTON, TX 
Ranked as one of the top 10 running backs in Texas by Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Football. Earned second-team 5A All-State honors by the Associated Press. 
JARVIS HUMPHREY DT 6'2" 290 CEDAR HILL, TX 
Ranked No. 64 in the Athlon Consensus 100. Participated in the 2008 Under Ar- 
mour All-America High School game. Had three sacks and 62 tackles as a senior. 
DRAVANNTI JOHNSON LB 62" 237 NEDERLAND, TX 
Earned third-team EA Sports All-America honors. Collected 246 tackles and 16 
sacks during three high school seasons. 

D.J. MONROE cB.Ciédé'" 165 ANGLETON, TX 
Ranked No. 87 in the Athlon Consensus 100. Participated in the 2008 U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl and earned the Fastest Player award. 

TRE' NEWTON RB 6'0" 193 SOUTHLAKE, TX 
Ranked as one of the top 10 running backs in Texas by Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Football. Father, Nate, played 14 years in the NFL with the Dallas Cowboys. 
LUKE POEHLMANN T 6'6" 260 BRENHAM, TX 
Ranked as one of the top 10 linemen in Texas by Dave Campbell’s Texas Football. 
Allowed only one sack during final two high school seasons. 

KHEESTON RANDALL DT 6'5" 267 BEAUMONT, TX 
Ranked as one of the top 250 prospects in the nation by Rivals.com. Collected 50 
tackles and 11 sacks as a senior. 

RYAN ROBERSON RB/LB 5'10" = 210 BRENHAM, TX 
Ranked as one of the top 10 linebackers in the state by Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Football. Earned 18-4A all-district honors twice. 

DAVID SNOW OL 64" 280 GILMER, TX 
Selected to play in the 2008 U.S. Army All-American Bowl. Ranked as one of the 
top 250 prospects in the nation by Rivals.com. 

JUSTIN TUCKER K/P 61" 171 AUSTIN, TX 
Ranked by ESPN as the No. 3 kicker in the nation. Made 30-of-44 FGs during high 
school career. 

AARON WILLIAMS cB 6'1" 175 ROUND ROCK, TX 
Ranked No. 62 in the Athlon Consensus 100. Selected second-team USA Today All- 
USA and second-team EA Sports All-America. 
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COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS KYLE FIELD (82,600) 


ver since the 2007 season concluded, Texas A&M has made headlines for 
returning to its roots. The Aggies hired Mike Sherman, a former assis- 
tant coach on R.C. Slocum’s staff, to restore the school’s gridiron repu- 
tation. Sherman then hired several assistants with previous A&M 
experience. 

A&M also announced during the spring that in 2009 it will be renewing its 
longtime rivalry with former Southwest Conference member Arkansas. And this 
November, A&M will play Texas on Thanksgiving night for the first time since 
1993 — when Sherman was an assistant in Aggieland and AXM was in the 
SWC, 

But not everything in College Station is resembling yesteryear. The product on 
the field — especially on offense — looks more modern than throwback. The Ag- 
gies won't be returning to a ground-bound, option-oriented attack under Sher- 
man. Much to the delight of many A&M fans, that style left town with former 
head coach Dennis Franchione, who was fired immediately after A&M ended 
the '07 regular season by beating Texas for the second consecutive year. 

Sherman, the former head coach and executive vice president of the Green Bay 
Packers, has implemented an offensive style that more closely resembles what 


many NFL teams utilize. 

“It’s been a lot of fun,” A&M senior quarterback Stephen McGee says of the 
Aggies’ new offense. “It’s much different than what we ran (last year). During the 
first 10 practices of the spring I probably only ran the ball three times. I'm really 
excited about seeing what we can 
do with the passing game. It’s A&M ranked No. 99 in the nation last 
much more of a pro-style at- qe year in passing offense (185.4 ypg). 
tack.” The Aggies rushed the ball 576 times 

Unfortunately for A&M, there compared to 376 pass attempts. 
may not yet be a ton of pro potential 
running Sherman's attack. Led by McGee and some outstanding ball-carriers, the 
Aggies’ backfield is loaded with pro prospects. But that is not necessarily the case 
anywhere else on the field. A&¢M must replace almost its entire offensive and de- 
fensive lines from last season. The Aggies also lose three of their top four receivers 
from last year, as well as their top two leading tacklers from 2007. 

“We've obviously got some work to do and some holes to fill,” Sherman says. 
“But we're excited about the young men we have and about building a bright fu- 
ture, 

With so many holes to fill, the Aggies’ long-term future under Sherman may 
be brighter than the immediate one. 


QUARTERBACKS McGee may benefit the most from the arrival of Sherman. 
The hard-nosed, gutsy competitor is the consummate team player, and he never 
complained about Franchione’s offensive style. Not even when he carried the ball 
35 times against Nebraska and practically had to be carried off the field after- 
ward. McGee arrived at A&M in 2004 as one of the Lone Star State’s most her- 
alded high school passers. He'll finally have the opportunity to consistently 
display those passing skills in this offense. McGee has thrown for 4,606 yards the 
last two seasons, but his passing productivity should dramatically increase this 
year. The Aggies also feature an extremely talented and athletic backup in Jerrod 
Johnson, who has a rifle arm and quick feet. 


RUNNING BACKS Sherman inherited two outstanding running backs in mon- 
strous Jorvorskie Lane and lightning-quick Mike Goodson. Lane, who is listed at 
285 pounds but probably played last year at 300 or more, is a punishing runner 
who rushed for 16 touchdowns last year. Meanwhile, Goodson is the explosive 
speed burner who helped turn the Texas game in A&M's favor the last two years 
with big plays in the open field. Goodson was responsible for producing 13 plays 
of 20 yards or more last season. Both players were tailbacks last year. But Sher- 
man says Lane will be utilized primarily as a fullback this year. He also says that 
both Lane and Goodson must battle redshirt freshman Bradley Stephens this fall 
for touches. Stephens, who rushed for almost 8,000 yards in high school, made 
a particularly strong impression on Sherman with his physical skills and work 
ethic. 


RECEIVERS Running the option hasn't helped the Aggies recruit premier re- 
ceivers in recent years. But as soon as Sherman was introduced as head coach, 
A&M landed a premier playmaker in wide receiver Jeff Fuller, who may make a 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE AGGIES 
Texas A&M senior quarterback Stephen 
McGee sincerely believes the 2008 Aggies 
are talented enough to beat any opponent 
on their schedule. McGee isn’t naive, 
though. He realizes A&M is also quite ca- 
pable of being beaten by practically any 
team on the schedule. With McGee and a 
bevy of talented running backs, the Aggies 
feature some big names and big-play po- 
tential. The offense under Mike Sherman 
should be far more innovative and exciting 
than in recent years. And thanks to some 
personnel changes and new alignments, 
the defense could be quicker than A&M’s 
units under Dennis Franchione. At the very 
least, this A&M team should be more en- 
tertaining to watch on a weekly basis. But 
don’t expect an overnight turnaround. This 
team is probably still another year or two 
away from being a serious contender in 
the Big 12 and would be doing quite well 
to reach a lower-level bow! game. A&M 
has a favorable schedule, as the Aggies 
do not face new North Division heavy- 
weights Kansas and Missouri and meet 
two South Division favorites — Oklahoma 
and Texas Tech — at home. But with un- 
certainty in the offensive line and in the 
receiving corps and a number of new 
faces in the defensive front seven, the Ag- 
gies probably do not have enough horse- 
power to run with the thoroughbreds of 
the Big 12 week in and week out. 


MIKE GOODSON 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Arkansas State _ _W 
S. 6 atNewMexico We 
S. 20 Miami aes 
S272 TAY Ww 
0. 4 atOklahomaState  L 
0.11 Kansas State WwW 
0.18 Texas Tech = Fil 
0.25 atlowaState #8 § W 7 
N. 1 Colorado ms: 3 
N. 8 _ Oklahoma see 
N. 15 at Baylor W 2 
N. 27. atTexas ce: 
“Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. g 
W or Lindicales a projected win or loss = 
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TEXAS ABI OB 
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OFFENSE (5) 
WR _ 6 Pierre Brown (Sr.) 
WR 21 Roger Holland (So.) 
LT 79 Robbie Frost (Ur.) 


LG 76 Michael Shumard (Jr) 
C 63 Kevin Matthews (ur) 


RG 74 Lee Grimes (Jr.) 


RT 75 Travis Schneider (Sr.) 


TE 4 Jamie McCoy (Jr) 


QB 7 Stephen McGee (Sr.) 
FB 11 Jorvorskie Lane (Sr.) 


RB 3 Mike Goodson (ur) 
DEFENSE (4) 


DE 11 Michael Bennett (Sr.) 
DT 78 Lucas Patterson (So.) 


DT 91 Kellen Heard (ur) 
DE 49 Cyril Obiozor (Sr.) 
OLB 40 Von Miller (So.) 


MLB 46 Matt Featherston (Jr) 
OLB 42 Johnathan Haynes (Sr.) 


CB 18 Arkeith Brown (Sr) 


CB 27 Jordan Peterson (ur) 


SS 9 Alton Dixon (Sr) 
FS 26 Devin Gregg (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 7 Matt Szymanski (Jr.) 


P 16 Justin Brantly (Sr) 


10 E.J. Shankle (ur) 
88 Cody Beyer (So.) 
60 Josh Russell (ur) 
61 Vincent Williams (So.) 
55 Danny Baker (Fr.) 
65 Evan Eike (Fr.) 
73 Price Ferguson (So.) 
89 Frank Avery (Fr.) 

1 Jerrod Johnson (So.) 
44 Nick LaMantia (Sr.) 
28 Bradley Stephens (Fr.) 


86 Amos Gbunblee (Sr.) 
84 Chris Smith (Sr) 
99 David Tufuga (Jr) 
97 Cody Williams (So.) 
53 Derek Dumas (Ur) 
36 Anthony Lewis (Ur) 
34 Derrick Stephens (Fr.) 
4 Danny Gorrer (Sr.) 
30 Chevar Bryson (Jr) 
25 Jordan Pugh (ur.) 
15 Kenny Brown (So.) 


KR 6 Pierre Brown (Sr.) 
PR 21 Roger Holland (So.) 


ALTON DIXON 


DEPTH CHART | 


| 


sizeable impact as a true freshman. But 
even with Fuller, the wide receiver position 
is an area of concern. Pierre Brown, E.J. 
Shankle, Roger Holland, Cody Beyer and 
Howard Morrow, who missed 2007 with 
an injury, all possess impressive physical 
skills. But none of them has yet proven to 
be a consistent playmaker on Saturdays. 
The same can be said at tight end, where 
former quarterback Jamie McCoy is re- 
ceiving a long look, and redshirt freshman 
Frank Avery could play a key role as well. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN How this inexpe- 


rienced unit performs will go a long way 
toward determining the success or failure 
of the 08 team. The Aggies must replace a 
ton of experience and leadership. Departed 
veterans Kirk Elder, Cody Wallace and 
Corey Clark, for example, combined to 
start 122 consecutive games during their 
collegiate careers. In comparison, the only 
offensive lineman returning this year with 
a string of consecutive starts to his credit is 
Michael Shumard, who started the last six 
games of ’07. Shumard and senior Travis 
Schneider have proven to be solid run 
blockers, and new starter Lee Grimes has 
been tested in the rigors of Big 12 play. 
One of the keys to the development of this 
group could be center Kevin Matthews. 
The junior has not played much, but his 
bloodlines are impeccable. Matthews is the 
son of NFL Hall of Famer Bruce 
Matthews. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Like the offensive 


line, there are significant holes to fill, as 
three of the four primary starters from last 
year are gone. But the lone returning full- 
time starter, end Cyril Obiozor, is a big- 
time playmaker. Obiozor is a quick and 
relentless pass rusher who may be primed 
for a big senior season. Tackle Kellen Heard 
also is capable of a breakout season. The 
monstrous Heard is a run-stopping spe- 
cialist, and he is quick enough to pressure 
opposing quarterbacks. The Aggies need a 
big year from Michael Bennett, an athletic 
end who has all-conference potential but 
has struggled in the classroom and has 
sometimes disappeared on the field. 


LINEBACKERS During his two stints as 
an assistant at A&M, Sherman concluded 
that there were three keys to the success of 
the Aggies’ storied Wrecking Crew defense 
— speed, speed and more speed. The lack 
of team speed has been a major problem 
for the Aggies in recent years, but one of 
Sherman’s immediate priorities is to resur- 
rect the Wrecking Crew. “We are looking 
for bunch of guys who can fly to the foor- 
ball,” he says. Sherman may have found 
players who fit that description in outside 
linebackers Von Miller and Johnathan 
Haynes. Miller was an explosive defensive 


KEY AGGIES 


Stephen McGee, QB Hard-nosed 
leader will finally get to throw the 
football. 

Jorvorskie Lane, FB Unlimited poten- 
tial if he can keep his weight and atti- 
tude in check. 

Mike Goodson, TB If the Aggies can 
get him in the open field, he’ll make 
things happen. 

Cyril Obiozor, DE Athletic end should 
be a difference-maker on the A&M de- 
fense. 

Von Miller, LB An outside linebacker 
who reminds Aggies of the good ol’ 
defensive days. 


KEY LOSSES 


Cody Wallace, C One of the best of- 
fensive linemen in the Big 12 last year. 
Chris Harrington, DE Relentless work 
ethic and tremendous nose for the 
football. 

Martellus Bennett, TE Aggies are still 
wondering why Fran didn’t get him 
the ball more often. 

Misi Tupe, LB Undersized, overachiev- 
ing linebacker had 97 tackles last 
year. 

Red Bryant, DT Hard-working and 
monstrous run-stopper could clog up 
the middle. 


RISING STAR 


Sophomore Von 
Miller has made the 
transition from de- 
fensive end to out- 
side linebacker 
smoothly. So 
smoothly, in fact, 
that Miller is re- 
minding many A&M 
fans and coaches — including head 
coach Mike Sherman — of some of 
the great pass-rushing linebackers in 
the heyday of the Wrecking Crew. 
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Dixon, Obiozor: Tim Umphery 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 94 -“Multer, Cory 60/231 dr. Garden City, TX Hodges, Michael 60/214 So. Helotes, TX 
2 Dorman, Tommy 6-2/210 Fr N.RichlandHills,TX 90 Turnage, Harold 64/246 Fr. Houston, TX 36 Lewis, Anthony 62/254 = Jr. Haltom City, TX 
1 Johnson, Jerrod 6-5/229 So. Humble, TX 40 Miller, Von 63/214 So. DeSoto, TX 
7 MoGee, Stephen 63/207 Sr Burne, Th | Co MEMES ITT SL HOMETOWN 51 Randall, Gary 60/222 So.  _Buckholts,TX 

19 Tannehill, Ryan 6-4/204 Fr. —=«Big Spring,Tx >» aKet, Danny 65/296 Fr Sugar Land,TX 44 Renfro, Colby -—«S1N/210_ Sr Rockwall, TX 

14 Westerman, Kevin 61/199 Fr. Victoria, TX 66 Bike, Evan : eS Bryan, 1X 57 Riewe, Dustin 60/229 Sr. Elgin, TX 
9 Wood, Jeff 64/213 dt Petr Ar ett resol al 2 LS Kats 5 steinbrunner, Ryan 63/230 Fr ‘San Angelo, TX 

lg oss Rouble 66/300 "ve Houston, TX 34 Stephens, Derrick  6-2/219 Fr. Houston, TX 

RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 74 Grimes, Lee 6-6/339 dr. Brownwood, TX 48. Weeks, Michael 61/21 So. Tyler, TX 

22 Cooper, Latrael 6-0/244 So. Cuero,TX 59 Lewis, Brandon 60/254 Fr. Houston, TX 32 Williams, Garrick 62/217 Fr DeSoto, TX 
3 Goodson, Mike 60/196 Jr. Klein,TX 63 Matthews, Kevin 6-4/297 Jr. Sugar Land, TX 

34 Haverda, Colton 5-11/189 Fr. San Antonio, TX 68 Pennington, Eric 6-4/306 So. Houston, TX DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 

44 LaMantia, Nick 61/232 Sr. Mission, TX 56 Rankin, Matt 63/293 So. Houston, TX 8 Almaraz, Matthew  5-10/200 Sr. San Antonio, TX 

11 Lane, Jorvorskie 6-0/285 Sr. Lufkin, TX 69 Raschke, Craig 65/266 So. Brownwood, TX 1 Batson, Johnathan = 6-1/195 Sr. San Antonio, TX 

38 O'Bryant, Ryan 5-11/229 dk Houston, TX 60 Russell, Josh 6-4/325 Jr. Waxahachie, TX 18 Brown, Arkeith 60/174 Sr. El Campo, TX 

43 Richardson, Jodie  6-0/238 = Jr. Duncanville, TX 75 Schneider, Travis 68/290 Sr. Bellville, TX 15 Brown, Kenny 63/207 So. Oklahoma City, OK 

26 Smith, Keondra 5-9/201 dr. Tyler,TX 76 Shumard, Michael  6-5/301 dr. Fort Hood, TX 30 Bryson, Chevar 5-11/182 Jr. Midland, TX 

28 Stephens, Bradley  5-10/204 Fr. McAllen,TX 66 Walter, Philip 63/242 So Austin, TX 9 Dixon, Alton 5-11/197_ Sr. Lufkin, TX 

23. Tarrant, Cornell 5-10/190 So. Dallas,TX 58 Whitmer, Ryan 6-5/246 So. Kilgore, TX 2 Gold, Marcus 57/184 dr. Irving, TX 

29 Vela, Anthony 5-11/239 So. Round Rock,TX 61 Williams, Vincent 6-4/314 So. Dallas, TX 4 Gorrer, Danny 60/173 Sr. Port Arthur, TX 

26 Gregg, Devin 60/190 Sr. Spring, TX 

RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 31 Harris, Will 61/216 dr Lakewood, OH 

Artz, Alan 6-2/188 Fr. Cypress,TX 72 Bass, Ben 6-5/258 Fr. Plano, TX 24 Kociuba, Tyler 511/182 dt Liberty Hill, TX 

88 Beyer, Cody 61/177 So. San Antonio,TX 11 Bennett, Michael 6-4/261 Sr. Alief, TX 47 McQueen, Justin 60/183 Fr Dayton, TX 

30 Bishop, Don 6-2/199 dr. Katy,TX 89 Cantu, Jarrett 6-1/239 dr. McAllen, TX 97 Peterson, Jordan 5-10/184 dr Lexington, TX 

85 Brown, Jeremy 62/197 Jr. Fort Worth, TX 96 Ebbitt, Michael 6-2/238 Fr. Westlake Village, CA 25 Pugh, Jordan 541/191 dr Plano, TX 
6 Brown, Pierre 62/197 Sr. Duncanville, TX 76 Engram, Andrew 6-3/222 So. Lorena, TX 14 Roy, Charles 510/180 So. Richmond, TX 

87 Caflisch, Chris 63/195 So. San Antonio, 1X 93 Freeney, Paul 6-4/227 dr. Houston, TX 33. Smith, Lionel 60/174 Fr. Houston, TX 

80 Calloway, Lorenzo 5-10/168 Sr. Houston, TX 86 Gbunblee, Amos 6-5/250 Sr. Cypress, TX 4 Thompson, DeMaurier 6-1/185 So. Dallas, TX 
8 Fuller, Jeff 6-4/209 Fr. McKinney,TX 91 Heard, Kellen 6-6/345 dr. Wharton, TX 39 Young, Charles 61/230 Fi Mamou, LA 

21 Holland, Roger 5-10/169 So. Houston, TX 98 Jones, Thomas 6-1/286 Sr. McAllen, TX 

25 Jackson, Randle 6-2/186 Jr. Alief,TX 78 Jordan, Burl 60/270 ur Rosebud, TX SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 

Johnson, Jeff 6-1/187 dr. Friendswood, TX 92 Moss, Matt 63/253 Jr ElCajon,CA 27 Bean, Richie(P/K) 5-11/172 Sr. Marrero, LA 

83 McCoy, Terrence 6-4/198 So. Midland,TX 49 Obiozor, Cyril 6-4/264 Sr. Pearland, TX 16 Brantly, Justin(P)  6-3/241 Sr. Sealy, TX 
5 Morrow, Howard 60/206 ur. Kelle, TX 78 Patterson, Lucas 6-4/297 So. Kingsville, TX 47 Davis, Cory (LS) 6-1/255 Sr. Conroe, TX 

82 Perry, Antonio 61/173 Jt. Hammond, LA 84. Smith, Chris 6-4/269 Sr. Allen, TX 90 Fusco, Nick (LS) 6-1/229 So. Houston, TX 

20 Randle, Taylor 60/172 Fr. Richmond, TX 99 Tufuga, David 6-0/292 ur. West Jordan, UT 52 Gibas,Corey(LS)  5-11/214 dr. Covina, CA 

10 Shankle, E.J. 511/174 dr. Lufkin, TX 97 Williams, Cody 6-4/262 So. Longview,TX 65 Robnett, Spencer (LS) 6-0/231 So. Midland, TX 

86 Trice, Nick 6-2/204 Fr Harker Heights, TX 7 Szymanski, Matt (P/K) 6-1/193 Jr College Station, TX 

84 Williamson, Drew  6-2/200 Sr. Southlake, TX oe {UU TS ROMETOWN 

10 Chavis, Billy 6-4/233 So. Beaumont, TX 

TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 53 Dumas, Derek 6-0/221 dr. Crawford, TX 

89 Avery, Frank 6-4/207 Fr. Galveston, TX 46 Featherston, Matt  6-2/235 Jr Poughkeepsie, NY 
4 McCoy, Jamie 63/224 Jr. Midland,TX 42 Haynes, Johnathan 6-2/204 Sr. Whittier, CA 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STA 


RECORD: 7-6 (4-4 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT Stephen McGee 364 211.2311 12 8 
S. 1 Montana State Ww 38-7 79,438 Jerrod Johnson 7 2 50 2 0 
S. 8 Fresno State W (ot) 47-45 75,922 RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
S.15 Louisiana-Monroe W 54-14 77,309 Stephen McGee 181 899 5.0 5 
S.20 at Miami L 34-17 44,622 Jorvorskie Lane 169 780 46 16 
S.29 Baylor W 34-10 82,970 Mike Goodson 153 711 4.6 4 
: eee ae Ww fi se RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
; erTexgs Tee L 35- 55,49 Martellus Bennett 49 587 120 4 

0.20 at Nebraska W 36-14 84,473 Mike Goodson 36 361 10.0 4 
peony a bonne 4 ia S528 Kerry Franks 27 488 = 81 
N. 42-14 44 

bd Seyeeen ; +e eae Kicking: Matt Szymanski, 15-25 FGs, 39-40 XPs, 84 points 
N.10 at Missouri L 40-26 64,945 Pes 

Tackles: Mark Dodge, 117; Misi Tupe, 97 

N. 23 Texas Ww 38-30 88,253 ieee 

9 # 7 Sacks: Cyril Obiozor, 3.5 
D.2 Penn State Lt 24-1 66,166 Interceptions: Marquis Carpenter, 4 

# Alamo Bowl 


Returning Players in Bold 
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end last year, earning Freshman All-Big 12 honors with 22 tackles. He should create just as 
much havoc at linebacker. Haynes, who impressed in the spring, adds plenty of speed to the 
Aggies’ 4-3 alignment. And even in the middle, where juniors Matt Featherston and An- 
thony Lewis are waging a battle for the starting spot, the Aggies should be much speedier than 
they were last year. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Texas A&M was an average defense last year against the pass, finish- 
ing in the middle of the Big 12 pack by allowing 254.9 yards per game. With the return of 
veterans like Devin Gregg, Jordan Pugh, Jordan Peterson, Alton Dixon and Arkeith Brown, 
however, the Aggies have a chance to be one of the better pass defenses in the league. Gregg 
is a tremendous leader in the secondary. 


SPECIALISTS With a number of questions on offense and defense, the Aggies need to win 
more battles in the kicking game to have a chance to rise in the Big 12 standings. Junior 
placekicker Matt Szymanski was 7-for-7 from inside 30 yards last season, but he was only 8- 
of-18 from beyond 30. Leg strength is not a problem for punter Justin Brantly, who averaged 
44,2 yards per kick and helped the Aggies lead the Big 12 in net punting. Holland is slated 
for punt return duty, and the Aggies are hoping for big returns from Brown and E.J. Shankle 
on kickoffs. 


 JORVORSKIE LANE 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS A&M “You look at A&M and you wonder why they haven’t got- 
ten to the top 5. Texas has since won a national championship. LSU, USC and Florida. 
There’s no reason A&M is not at that level, facility-wise and recruiting-wise. You just don’t 
know why they haven’t gotten to the next level. ... I think they’re going to have some is- 
sues offensively, due to a lack of real playmakers outside of (running back Mike) Goodson. 
They lost their offensive line. They lost their tight ends. They lost a few of their receivers, 
where they weren’t very deep to begin with. They recruited to an option-based offense. ... 
The quarterback (Stephen McGee) is a good player, a tough kid and the kind of guy in your 
first year of transition and starting a program that will buy all in to what you’re doing. He'll 
be a real positive guy in the locker room. ... Defensively, they lack personnel up front. 
They’re not a real fast defense, an explosive defense. If your front seven isn’t physical and 
ready for the task, it’s hard to play consistent defense. ... A&M did a great job hiring a guy 
(Mike Sherman) that’s going to understand what they need to do to compete.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


One full decade The 2008 season will 
mark the 10-year anniversary of the Ag- 
gies’ last conference championship. Texas 
A&M, led by Dat Nguyen on defense and 
Dante Hall on offense, won the 1998 Big 
12 crown by upsetting Kansas State in St. 
Louis. This marks the longest stretch A&M 
has gone without winning at least a share 
of the conference title since Jackie Sherrill 
ended a 10-year drought by winning the 
1985 SWC championship. 


Poll watching Once viewed as mainstays 
in the polls, the Aggies have not finished 
the season ranked in the AP Top 25 since 
1999. 


Bowl busts Since the creation of the Big 
12 Conference in 1996, A&M is 1-7 in bowl 
games. Every other team in the conference 
(except Baylor, which has not gone to any 
bowl games since 1994) has at least two 
bowl victories since the inception of the 
league. 


Getting defensive The Aggies have plenty 
of room for improvement on defense this 
year. In 2007, A&M ranked ninth in the Big 
12 and 83rd nationally in total defense, 
giving up 415.8 yards per game. Their abil- 
ity to force turnovers — the Aggies were 
plus-7 on the season in that category — 
did allow them to hold opponents’ scoring 
down. A&M allowed 25.9 points per game 
to tie for 49th nationally. 


No contact Following the 2007 season, 
quarterback Stephen McGee had surgery 
to clean up his left (non-throwing) shoul- 
der. The surgery was a success, and 
McGee went through spring practice but 
was initially held out of contact drills. That 
changed as the spring went along, as 
McGee again proved that he could take a 
hit. 


Laying down the law During one of the 
final spring practices, tempers flared for a 
second time as several Aggie players 
began to scuffle. Head coach Mike Sher- 
man had seen enough, sending the entire 
team on 50-yard wind sprints. As the play- 
ers ran, Sherman said: “We've got soft 
players. If you want to be average, then 
transfer.” 


Going into the family business During 
the spring, Sherman watched his daughter, 
Sarah, get married to former Nebraska 
quarterback Zac Taylor. But Sherman didn’t 
merely lose a daughter to a graduate of a 
Big 12 rival — he gained an offensive 
quality control assistant, as Taylor will fill 
that role for the Aggies this fall. 
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Layne: Larry Smith 


2008 SIGNEES 


When he was introduced as Texas A&M’s head coach on Nov. 26, 2007, 
Mike Sherman made it known that he was not yet ready to devote his full 
attention to the Aggies. Sherman, the assistant head coach of the Hous- 
ton Texans in 2006 and ’07, said he wanted to finish the season in Hous- 
ton before going full-speed in College Station. 

But based on the strength of the 2008 signing class, Sherman is obvi- 
ously an expert at multi-tasking. Despite juggling responsibilities and 
hiring a new staff at A&M, Sherman added six signees in six weeks to 
the 18 recruits who had committed to Dennis Franchione’s staff to fill out 
a 24-member haul. 

“Part of my job (leading up to Signing Day) was to keep the players on 
board that the previous staff had committed,” Sherman said. “We lost 
a couple just like everybody does throughout the process. But we were 
able to keep most of the ones we wanted, and that’s pretty good.” 

The Aggies signed some pretty impressive players, including three skill 
players from the Dallas-Fort Worth area (DeSoto running back Cyrus 
Gray, Birdville quarterback Tommy Dorman and McKinney Boyd wideout 
Jeff Fuller) who could be the foundation of Sherman’s future offense. 
Gray was arguably the state’s top running back, while Dorman was con- 
sidered one of the top quarterbacks in Texas. 

Those marquee names helped A&M land the No. 18 overall recruiting 
class, according to Athlon. The Aggies also loaded up at the line of scrim- 
mage, signing 10 players slated for either the offensive or defensive 
line. 

Houston Eisenhower's Rod Davis waited until the night of Feb. 6 to make 
his announcement, but the disruptive defensive tackle likely won’t have 
to wait long to make an impact on the field. Davis, who flirted with sign- 
ing with Texas, could see action this fall. 


BY POSITION BY STATE 

Offensive Linemen .........00 BP MTOXAS scsstessssccoaatacheirecumtteseies 22 
Defensive Linemen.... we California ... 

LIN@DACKELS ........ccseseserseeeeeeeeee Okan titaiccvesesscerenatavecncrcsattes al 
Defensive BackS........secesesee 

Tight Ends 


RUNNING BackS .....esseeseeeesseceeee 
Wide Receivers 

Quarterbacks .... i 
AtHI@tCSyscascarcasescssccscvaccvsveaseenee 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 


JEFF FULLER ¢ WR © MCKINNEY, TX 

Throughout the recruiting process, towering and talented McKinney Boyd 
wide receiver Jeff Fuller tried to appear happy and content with his com- 
mitment to Oklahoma. But even while he said the right things and smiled 
at the right times, Fuller says he felt a sense of emptiness in his stom- 
ach. He could have — and probably would have — been happy at OU, 
but he felt like he belonged at Texas A&M. 

“Deep down, I wanted to be (at A&M) all along, but it wasn’t the right 
offensive fit for me,” says Fuller, whose father, Jeff, was a safety at 
Texas A&M in the early 1980s and a fifth-round draft pick of the 49ers 
in 1984. “When (Mike Sherman was hired) and I found out the offense 
was going to change, the first thing I thought was, ‘I need to reconsider 
A&M.” 

The Sooners’ loss was a tremendous gain for A&M. Fuller is a big tar- 
get (6'4") with huge hands and the ability to take control of a game. As 
a prep senior, he caught 37 passes for 448 yards and five touchdowns. 
And Fuller is just beginning to realize his unlimited potential. He did not 
play football until he entered high school. 
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JOSH AYERS TE 6'4" 265 EULESS, TX 
Played offensive line in high school. Earned Class 5A first-team all state honors 
from the Texas Sports Writers Association. 

EDDIE BROWN DT 6'0" 265 WALLER, TX 
Named District 18-4A’s Defensive Most Valuable Player. Selected by the Houston 
Chronicle first-team All-Greater Houston. Recorded 12 sacks as a senior. 
AARON BUCKLEY LB 6'2" 220 PALACIOS, TX 
Posted 147 tackles and 13 sacks as a senior. Selected as the Texas Sports Writ- 
ers Association as the Class 3A Defensive Player of the Year. 

RICKY CAVANAUGH LB 6'2" 215 AUSTIN, TX 
Collected 186 tackles and 34.5 sacks during high school career. Selected to the 
Austin American Statesman A\l-CenTex first-team. 

BLAKE CHAVIS TE 6'5" 209 BEAUMONT, TX 
Played defensive line in high school. Second-team on Dave Campbell’s Texas Foot- 
ball Super Team. Named 21-5A All-District first-team as a senior. 

LEROY CHEVALIER G 6'5" 336 HOUSTON, TX 
Did not give up a sack during three high school seasons. Named first-team Dis- 
trict 20-4A as a junior and senior. 

ROD DAVIS DT 6'1" 305 HOUSTON, TX 
Ranked as a four-star prospect by Rivals.com. Earned second-team honors in 
District 19-5A. 


TOMMY DORMAN QB C62" 206 N. RICHLAND HILLS, TX 
Threw for 2,199 yards and 14 TDs; rushed for 531 yards and 11 TDs as a senior. 
ADREN DORSEY Drs. (Bie: 297 TYLER, TX 


Three-star prospect by Rivals.com. Selected as a District 12-5A first team de- 
fensive lineman. Played offensive guard and defensive tackle in high school. 
TERRENCE FREDERICK cBSsé«dS40"”"— «170 KATY, TX 
Earned first-team all-district honors as a junior and senior. Selected to the Texas 
Sports Writers Association second team all-state. 

JEFF FULLER WR 6'4" 206 MCKINNEY, TX 
Ranked No. 92 in the Athlon Consensus 100. Caught 37 passes for 448 yards and 
five touchdowns as a senior. 

KEON FURTCH S 6'2" 190 PARIS, TX 
Ranked as a three-star prospect by Rivals.com. Earned first-team All-District 11- 
4A honors and was named to second-team Dave Campbell’s Super Team. 
CYRUS GRAY RB 540" -188 DESOTO, TX 
Ranked No. 61 in the Athlon Consensus 100. Named to the Dallas Morning News’ 
All-Area team as a utility back. Rushed for 1,975 yards and 28 TDs as a senior. 
DERRICK HALL ATH §5'10" 192 BEAUMONT, TX 
Caught 18 passes for 256 yards and two touchdowns while rushing for 403 yards 
and four touchdowns as a senior. 


TRENT HUNTER CB C520" = 185 KATY, TX 
Selected as the 2007 Houston Touchdown Club Defensive Player of the Year. 
JEFFREY HYDE T 6'5" 290 COLLEYVILLE, TX 
Named to the third-team on Dave Campbell’s Texas Football Super Team. 

TONY JEROD DE 6'5" 256 DESOTO, TX 
Named second-team All-Area by the Dallas Morning News. 

CHRIS LATHROP OL = 6'4" 264 CYPRESS, TX 
Selected by the Texas Sports Writers Association as a first-team all-state tackle. 
KYLE MANGAN FB é6'2" 222 BRENHAM, TX 
Ranked as a three-star recruit by Rivals.com. All-state as a junior and a senior. 
MATT MOSS DE = 6'2" 265 EL CAJON, CA 
Ranked as the No. 32 junior college recruit in the nation by Rivals.com. 

BRIAN THOMAS T 6'3" 270 PEARLAND, TX 
Selected to the Houston Chronicle All-Greater Houston Area team. 

JOE VILLAVISENCIO G 6'4" 322 JACKSONVILLE, TX 
Selected to the Tyler Morning Telegram All-East Texas first-team. 

K.J. WILLIAMS TE 613" 233 NORMAN, OK 


Ranked as a three-star recruit by Rivals.com. Collected 44 tackles, nine sacks 
and added four receptions for 34 yards and two touchdowns as a senior. 
ANDREW WOLRIDGE LB 61" 228 LEXINGTON, TX 
Ranked as a four-star recruit by Rivals.com. Earned first-team all-state honors. 
Named District 26-2A Defensive Most Valuable Player as a senior. 
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HEAD COACH: MIKE LEACH RECORD AT SCHOOL: 65-37 (8 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 65-37 (8 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE LEACH DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RUFFIN MCNEILL TWO -M | NUTE D RI LL 


LUBBOCK, TEXAS JONES AT&T STADIUM (52,882) A QUICK LOOK AT THE 
fficially, the interlocking U and A logo on Texas Tech's football uniforms aes 
NATIONAL represents Under Armour, the athletics apparel company that is one of The 2008 season could be Texas Tech's 
FORECAST the school’s prominent sponsors. But the logo could also stand for best opportunity to win a conference title 
“Under-Appreciated.” and earn a BCS bowl bid since the cre- 
‘Tech has gone to eight straight bowl games under Mike Leach, winning five ation of the Big 12 in 1996. Tech welcomes 
of the last six. The Raiders have led the NCAA in passing in five of Leach’s eight back one of the best quarterbacks (Gra- 
years; they've won 65 games since 2000 (third-most in the Big 12); they have ham Harrell) and one of the best receivers 
won at least eight games six straight seasons; and they have had 11 players drafted (Michael Crabtree) in the country. The 
by NFL teams the past seven seasons. Raiders also feature a veteran offensive 
Despite all of those impressive numbers, Tech rarely receives much national at- line and very few weaknesses on a de- 
tention during this time of the year. The reason: While the Red Raiders are con- fense that led the Big 12 in total defense 


in the last eight games of the season. Tech 
will miss the dependability of former 
placekicker Alex Trlica. But if Harrell can 
stay healthy, the other receivers continue 
to develop around Crabtree and the de- 
fense continues to improve under coordi- 
nator Ruffin McNeill, Tech could be in 
position to make a run at its first confer- 
ence title since 1955. Tech should breeze 
through its non-conference schedule and 


: a. E must survive playing three of its first four 
With 18 returning starters, Texas Tech has broken 151 teamand — conference games on the road. But if the 


this could be the best read individual school records since Mike Raiders simply take care of business and 
Leach has fielded during Leach arrived in Lubbock in 2000.Tech avoid being upset, they could be 7-0 
his tenure in Lubbock. It’s has won the NCAA passing title five heading into a key two-game stretch at 


sistently solid, they are never national players in the BCS picture. Tech hasn't 
won a conference title outright since the 1955 Border Conference, and the 
Raiders have never finished with a better record than 6-2 in the Big 12 standings. 
Tech typically knocks off a Big 12 power every year, but it inevitably slips up 
against an inferior foe. 

Asa result, the Raiders are feared regionally and often forgotten nationally, 

“We have been up and down too much,” says defensive end Brandon Williams. 
“Last year we beat Oklahoma, but we had bad losses against Oklahoma State, 
Missouri and Colorado, We want to be consistent from week to week. We want 
to win the Big 12.” 


BIG 12 SOUTH 
PREDICTION 


a squad that appears capable times in Leach's eight years. Kansas and at home against Texas. If the 
of contending for the confer- ; ; Raiders can survive that stretch, the road 
ence crown and taking a significant step toward national prominence. But the trip to Oklahoma in late November could 
typically laid-back Leach says he isn’t approaching this season with any different be for the Big 12 South title. 
expectations, 


“I’m always really crummy at those big-picture scenarios, so I finally just gave 
up trying to figure out if this is supposed to be our year to do this or that,” Leach 
says. “I try to coach them all as good as I can and then at the end of the year we 
just see where we improved and where we stand.” 


QUARTERBACKS Every Tech quarterback under Leach has thrived in the 
Raiders’ passing attack. But Graham Harrell seems poised to take his team to un- 
precedented heights. The senior has passed for more than 10,000 yards the last 
two seasons, earning national accolades (the Sammy Baugh Trophy last year) and 
his teammates’ ultimate respect. “There's no other quarterback in the country I'd 
rather have than Graham,” says star wide receiver Michael Crabtree. “He's a great 
leader, and I believe he will have an outstanding senior season.” Harrell com- 
pleted 71.8 percent of his attempts last year, led the nation in passing and earned 
MVP honors in the Gator Bowl. If he can avoid some of the costly interceptions 
that plagued him last year (14 picks), he could be a contender for the Heisman 
‘Trophy. 


RUNNING BACKS Tech features multiple options at running back. Only time 
will tell if any of those options are truly terrific. Aaron Crawford beat out Shan- BRANDON WILLIAMS 
non Woods toward the end of last season and started the final five games. But it 
was the diminutive and elusive Kobey Lewis who appeared to be the go-to back 
late in the Gator Bowl. And the wildcard of the entire bunch could be explosive 
sophomore Baron Batch, who sat out last season with injuries. Batch may have 


2008 SCHEDULE 


an advantage in the race to be among the top two on the depth chart due to his A. 30__ Eastern Washington W. 
powerful, physical style. Woods returns as the leading rusher from last season, S. 6 atNevada W 
but he has been in and out of the coaches’ doghouse. Crawford started the last S. 13 SMU W. 
five games, displaying consistent improvement. He may be the most likely starter S. 20 Massachusetts W 
because of his combination of size, speed and work ethic. Q. 4 at Kansas State W 

0. 11 Nebraska W 
RECEIVERS Wes Welker aside, Tech for many years has produced prolific pass- 0. 18 at Texas A&M Ww 
ing numbers with what the recruiting gurus labeled as “no-names.” But if you ex- 0. 25 at Kansas “| 
amine the receivers on the roster now, the Raiders are filling the stable with more N. 1 Texas 2h | 
thoroughbreds than plow horses. The best of the bunch is Crabtree, the 2007 N. 8 Oklahoma State W § 
Biletnikoff Award winner who features the speed to outrun defensive backs and N. 22 _ at Oklahoma L 2 
the strength to run over linebackers. Crabtree led the nation in receptions, re- N. 29 Baylor WwW = 
ceiving yards and receiving touchdowns last year while becoming the first unan- Reinet at  ahat? ela hae ad peat 5 
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DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (10) 


WR 
WR 
WR 


5 Michael Crabtree (So.) 
27 Edward Britton (ur.) 
17 Detron Lewis (So.) 
12 Eric Morris (Sr.) 

74 Rylan Reed (Sr.) 

65 Louis Vasquez (Sr.) 
51 Shawn Byrnes (Jr) 
76 Brandon Carter (Jr.) 
67 Marlon Winn (Jr) 

6 Graham Harrell (Sr.) 
32 Aaron Crawford (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 


DE 
NT 
OT 
DE 


98 Jake Ratliff (Sr.) 

93 Colby Whitlock (So.) 
91 Rajon Henley (ur.) 

84 Brandon Williams (Jr.) 


OLB 20 Bront Bird (So.) 
MLB 57 Brian Duncan (So.) 
OLB 39 Marlon Williams (Jr.) 


CB 3: Jamar Wall (ur.) 

CB 1 Marcus Bunton (Sr.) 
SS 23 Anthony Hines (Sr) 
FS 7 Darcel McBath (Sr) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Donnie Carona (Fr.) 

P 9 Jonathan LaCour (So.) 


4 Todd Walker (ur) 

19 Lyle Leong (So.) 

11 Tramain Swindall (Fr.) 
87 Adam James (Fr.) 
77 Mickey Okafor (Fr.) 
71 Stephen Hamby (Jr.) 
73 Justin Keown (So.) 
78 Lonnie Edwards (Fr.) 
70 Chris Olson (So.) 

15 Taylor Potts (So.) 

2 Shannon Woods (Sr.) 


53 Daniel Howard (ur) 
96 Bobby Agoucha (Fr.) 
99 Richard Jones (ur.) 
43 McKinner Dixon (Jr.) 
45 Tyrone Sonier (Fr.) 
52 Victor Hunter (ur.) 

35 Blake Collier (ur.) 

28 LaRon Moore (So.) 
21 De’Shon Sanders (ur) 
24 Lance Fuller (Sr) 

10 Daniel Charbonnet (Sr.) 


KR 27 Edward Britton (Jr) 
PR 12 Eric Morris (Sr) 


JAMAR WALL 


sd 


imous All-American at Tech since Zach 
Thomas in 1995. Expect even bigger 
things from Crabtree in ’08. Ed Britton, 
Detron Lewis and Eric Morris also are 
proven playmakers, while redshirt fresh- 
men Adam James and Tramain Swindall 
could work their way into the rotation. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN First-year Tech 
assistant Matt Moore inherits an impres- 
sive offensive line, as the Raiders return 
everyone from a unit that allowed only 18 
sacks in 763 passing attempts (1.38 per 
game). Left tackle Rylan Reed sat out the 
spring to recover from a serious left knee 
injury that occurred in the Gator Bowl, but 
if he can return healthy this fall, Tech may 
have one of its best offensive lines in school 
history. Talented left guard Louis Vasquez 
could be a first-day selection in the 2009 
NFL Draft, while right guard Brandon 
Carter, center Shawn Byrnes and right 
tackle Marlon Winn form a potentially im- 
posing front. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Fiery defensive 


coordinator Ruffin McNeill welcomes back 
a solid mix of veterans and promising new- 
comers up front. Williams is a fierce pass 
rusher (five sacks, 11.5 tackles for a loss), 
while tackles Rajon Henley and Colby 
Whitlock, who earned freshman All-Amer- 
ica honors in ’07, are outstanding run- 
stoppers. Senior end Jake Ratliff is a steady 
starter, but he will likely be pressed to 
maintain his starting position by Daniel 
Howard and and junior college transfer 
McKinner Dixon. The aggressive Dixon 
was a freshman All-American at Tech in 
2005 before spending the next two years at 
Cisco (Texas) Junior College. 


LINEBACKERS After an outstanding 
freshman season at strong-side linebacker, 
Brian Duncan will move to the middle. 
Duncan is quick enough to play on the 
outside, but McNeill says he is a more nat- 
ural middle linebacker, where he played in 
high school. Putting Duncan in the mid- 
dle should give Tech more speed. Sopho- 
more Bront Bird and redshirt freshman 
Tyrone Sonier are waging a heated battle to 
fill the strong-side linebacker spot vacated 
by Duncan’s move. The athletic Marlon 
Williams is back at weak-side linebacker, 
where he recorded 81 tackles last year. 
Williams was particularly impressive late in 
the 07 season, making major contributions 
in Tech’s season-ending wins over Okla- 
homa and Virginia. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Tech made terrific 
strides last year by leading the Big 12 in 
passing yards allowed. That unit must re- 
place half of its starters from ’07 (Joe Gar- 
cia and Chris Parker), but it still could be 
one of the Big 12’s better defensive back- 


KEY RAIDERS 


Graham Harrell, QB The senior has 
passed for more than 10,000 yards 
the last two seasons. 

Michael Crabtree, WR In addition to 
amassing nearly 2,000 receiving 
yards, the phenomenal freshman 
scored 132 points. 

Louis Vasquez, G This impressive and 
imposing bruiser anchors an ex- 
tremely solid and talented offensive 
line. 

Brandon Williams, DE Explosive end 
could be the next star pass rusher in 
the Keyunta Dawson, Adell Duckett, 
Taurus Rucker and Montae Reagor 
mold. 

Darcel McBath, FS Hard-hitting vet- 
eran is the leader of the secondary, 
producing 148 tackles and five inter- 
ceptions the last two seasons. 


DERG Ey Mecatel 


KEY LOSSES 


Alex Trlica, K Dependable kicker 
scored 377 points in career and con- 
verted 233 consecutive PATs. 

Joe Garcia, SS Tough, hard-nosed 
safety who produced a whopping 92 
tackles in 2007. 

Danny Amendola, WR In addition to 
catching 109 passes last year, he was 
excellent on special teams and in the 
open field. 

Chris Parker, CB He broke up a team- 
high 12 passes last year and added 42 
tackles and one interception. 

Paul Williams, LB Steady defender 
produced 71 stops last season in the 
middle of the Tech defense. 


RISING STAR 


Tech’s improving 
defensive line could 
receive a large lift 
from tackle Chris 
Perry, who was red- is 
shirted at Miami (Fla.) a 
last year. Perry was a 
nationally recruited prospect who ini- 
tially chose Miami over Florida and 
Notre Dame. The NCAA has cleared 
him to play in 708 without sitting out a 
year. 
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Wall: Larry Smith; McBath: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


2008 TEXAS TECK ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 66 Castillo, Omar 66/315 Fr. Roswell, NM 50 Hanson, Michael 6-0/205 Fr. Del Rio, TX 
7 Doege, Seth 6-2/200 ‘Fr. Wolfforth,TX 64 Delpeche, Dominique 6-5/350 Fr. Fort Worth, TX 27 Harvey, Riley 6-1/192 Fr. Midland, TX 
6 Harrell, Graham 63/203 = Sr. Ennis,TX 78 Edwards, Lonnie 65/313 Fr Brownsboro,TX 13 Howard, Julius 61/233 So. Irving, TX 

16 Loucks, Stefan 61/163 Fr Little Rock, AR 75 Emert, Blake 6-4/286 Fr, Garland, TX 52 Hunter, Victor 5-11/256 dr. Irving, TX 

15 Potts, Taylor 6-5/221 So. Abilene,TX 72 Gooch, Jerrod 6-4/283 Fr. Vidor, TX 45 Sonier, Tyrone 6-2/215 Fr Missouri City, TX 

18 Sheffield, Steven 6-4/175 So. Pflugerville, TX 71 Hamby, Stephen 6-3/287 dr. San Antonio, TX 58 Wallace, Chris 511/217 ur. Grapevine, TX 

69 Johnson, Jake 6-7/353 Sr. Blessing, TX 39 Williams, Marlon 60/211 Jt Pflugerville, TX 

Spo a = aan = sea 2 eae ero seal DEFENSIVE BACKS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 

32 te 511/202 - an Ut tla ec SEL Aalys Doles Sateen lass! creole Taylor, TX 

sab the ° image 70 Olson, Chris 6-5/303 So. Dallas, TX : ’ : * 

21 Lewis, Kobey 55/173 dt. Abilene, TX 10 Charbonnet, Daniel 5-11/195 Sr. The Woodlands, TX 

2 Woods, Shannon  S-11/191 Se rive ip musth Titel ee Dalas,TX 59 Charbonnet, Taylor 5-10/155 Fr. The Woodlands, 

: : 65 Vasquez, Louis 6-6/335 St. Corsicana, TX ; 4 ar 
RECEIVERS HVT CL HOMETOWN 67 Winn, Marlon 66/308 EN ica Me WCahachles THO” Meee tate CHES 1G D2IR So, pelt 
2 22 Flannel, Jared 5-11/171 Fr. Brazoria, TX 

24 Acevedo,Gerardo  6-1/195 So. Mission, TX - 

88 Brinker, Brik 62/180 So. Wolfforth, Tx DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = 24 Fuller, Lance 6-2/222 Sr. Smithson Valley, TX 

27 Britton, Edward 60/183 dr £1 Paso, TX 96 Agoucha, Bom 6-4/328 Fr. peers 30 patty Steven 5-11/190 So. Levevibe 

3] Capp, Joe 510/203 So. Frisco, TX 97 pete Britton 6-2/293 So. Abilene, TX 23 Hines, Anthony 61/212 Sr. Denison, TX 

10 Clark, Lance 62/200 Fr Celina, TX 43 Dixon, McKinner 63/275 dr. Lurko, TX 7 cba Darcel 6-1/196 Sr. Genesuilers 
5 Crabtree, Michael 63/208 So. Dallas, TX 89 Fowler, Joey 6-4/260 Fr. OklahomaCity,OK 37 Mitchem, Franklin  6-2/194 So. Klein, TX 
8 Franks, Jacoby 61/182 Fr Orange, TX 87 Hack, Kyle 6-5/260 So, Lake Worth, TX 28 Moore, LaRon 5-9/186 So. Midwest City, OK 

84 Griffin, Ju. 510/206 St Odessa, TX 48 Haliburton, Ryan 6-4/234 Fr Wolfforth, TX 33 Nickerson, Brent 60/179 Jr Irving, TX 

47 Hale, Ryan 61/222 Ur Baytown, TX 56 Hamilton, Adrian 6-3/229 So. Dallas, TX 25 Nickerson, Trent 6-4/196 So. Irving, TX 

86 Hawk, Rashad 6-4/187 Fr. Copperas Cove, TX 91 Henley, Rajon 63/265 dr. Galveston, TX 14 Rayos, Michael 5-10/185 So. San Antonio, TX 

14 Hoefer, Landon 61/195 Jr Abilene, TX 53 Howard, Daniel 6-3/238 Ur. Wichita, KS 2 Reed, L.A. 6-2/201 Sr. Conroe, TX 

82 James, Adam 63/211 Fr Celina, TX 99 Jones, Richard 61/277 ur. laMarque,TX 31 Richardson,Pete  5-11/196 ur. Muskogee, OK 

28 Jones, Shane 5-11/198 So. Kerrville, TX 95 Neill, David 65/270 Fr. Flower Mound, TX 36 Routt, Jarrell 6-0/205 uh. Texas City, TX 

83 Kelley, Blake 511/186 Jr Beaumont, TX 94 Perry, Chris 63/309 Fr. Keller, TX 38 Rowland, Jordy 6-1/199 Sr Nazareth, TX 

19 Leong, Lyle 61/165 So. Abilene, 1X 98 Ratliff, Jake 6-7/247 Sr. Lawton,OK 21 Sanders,De’Shon  6-1/188 Jr San Francisco, CA 

17 Lewis, Detron 6-0/198 So.  CollegeStation,Tx 46 Riley, Sandy 6-0/248 Ur. Houston, TX 34 Scott, Chris 6-1/175 So. Frisco, TX 

12 Mortis, Eric 58/174 Sr. Shallowater, TX 92 Sharpe, Brandon 6-3/243 Sr. Lyons,GA 40. Stone, Nathan 5-8/170 So. Lubbock, TX 

80 Reese, Adrian 6-7/207 dr. Longview,TX 42 Stoffels, Clint 6-0/269 So. Gainesville, TX 12 Vation, LaShawn 5-9/194 dr. Irving, TX 

11 Swindall,Tramain 63/176 Fr, ~~ Oklahoma City,OK 93. Whitlock, Colby 6-2/281 So. Noble, OK 3 Wall, Jamar 510/195 Jr. Plainview, TX 
3 Todd, Carter 6-2/185 Fr. Merced, CA 84 Williams, Brandon 6-5/253 dr. Fort Worth, TX SPECIALISTS art val HOMETOWN 
paves ive 6-1/4 Je Phlugerviley™X in EBACKERS HT CL HOMETOWN 50 Burns, Austin(LS) 5-10/244 dr. Midland, TX 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 20 Bird, Bront 6-3/222 So. Qdessa,TX 37 Fowler, Cory (K) 5-8/157 Sr. The Woodlands, TX 

62 Archie, Adrian 6-5/313 So. Huntsville, TX 51 Campbell, Jack 60/225 Fr. Bakersfield,CA 92 Hoelscher, Robert (LS) 6-3/205 Fr. Midland, TX 

63 Burge, Landon 6-3/284 So. Leander,TX 35 Collier, Blake 6-2/212 Jr dustin, TX 9 LaCour, Jonathan (P/K) 6-2/206 So. Kingwood, TX 

51 Byrnes, Shawn 6-4/303 dr. Phoenix, AZ 57 Duncan, Brian 6-1/239 So. Baton Rouge, LA 43 Namdar, Brad (K) 5-6/150 Fr. Plano, TX 

76 Carter, Brandon 6-7/374 Jr. Longview,TX 41 Fehoko, Sam 5-11/224 Fr Honolulu, HI 54 Tackett, Josh (LS)  5-10/210 Jr. Corsicana, TX 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECORD: 9-4 (4-4 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT. Graham Harrell 713 512 5,705 48 14 
S. 3 at SMU W 49- 9 26,969 Taylor Potts 49 32 409 3 1 
S. 8 UTEP W 45-31 52,403 RUSHING AIT YDS AVG D 
S.15 at Rice Ww 59-24 21,543 Shannon Woods 84 439 5.2 8 
S.22 at Oklahoma State L 49-45 37,850 Aaron Crawford 54 214 4.0 4 
3 ee oat 7 an re RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Berl Real oF Michael Crabtree 134 1,962 146 22 
ses Joes ane W 35-7 55,491 Danny Amendola 109 = 1,245 11.4 6 
0.20 at Missouri L 41-10 63,396 Etic Morris 75 767 10.2 9 
0.27 Colorado \ 31-26 49,084 Edward Britton 48. "63h. lel 4 
N. 3 at Baylor W 38-7 39,015 Shannon Woods 34 «138 4.1 2 
ao che 4 te sips Kicking: Alex Trlica, 12-20 FGs, 63-63 XPs, 99 points 
; a ve ; Tackles: Joe Garcia, 87; Marlon Williams, 81 
a OO) eMail Ww 33-28 60,243 Sacks: Brandon Williams, 5 
#Gator Bowl 


Interceptions: Jamar Wall, 5 
Returning Players in Bold 
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fields. Free safety Darcel McBath has 26 career starts, and he is the unequivocal leader. Left 
cornerback Jamar Wall is also back after a breakout season in which he led the team with five 
interceptions. A pair of seniors (Marcus Bunton at right corner and Anthony Hines at strong 
safety) could step into the vacated starting roles. But Bunton has plenty of competition, and 


Hines may be pressed by former receiver L.A. Reed. 


Perhaps the biggest concern for the Raiders is replacing reliable placekicker 
Alex Trlica, who converted 233 consecutive extra point attempts. One of the leading candi- 
dates will be true freshman Donnie Carona, although walk-ons Cory Fowler and Brad Nam- 
dar could also handle some of the kicking responsibilities. So could the strong-legged 
Jonathan LaCour, who may add kickoff duties to his punting chores. LaCour averaged 42.6 
yards per punt last season. Tech features plenty of exciting return specialists. Morris and Wall 
are likely to handle punt returns, while Britton, Reed and Lewis were all valuable kickoff re- 
turners last season. 


“Offensively they give lots of people fits and troubles. 
It has so far not proven good enough to win them a championship, but it has proven to 
put a lot of points up and scare a lot of defensive coordinators. If they can put a defense 
with that, they can really be scary. ... I think the thing that’s different from Kansas and 
Missouri vs. Texas Tech is with Tech, you can get to the quarterback better than you can 
with the other teams, based on how they protect. ... With Texas Tech, the quarterback, you 
can hit him. I don’t care how tough you are, that adds up. (Graham) Harrell has been very 
durable and is a tough kid, but those shots add up. ... I think to beat them you have to hit 
that guy. In the Oklahoma game, they didn’t really get to him. In games (Tech) lost, they 
got hit a lot. ... On defense, they are very simple and sound. They are the most basic 
from a scheme standpoint in the conference by quite a bit. I don’t know if that’s bad or 
good. You can definitely know what they’re doing; it’s not a guessing game with them. 
They just want the ball back so they can go and score. ... (Michael) Crabtree and Harrell 
will do a lot of damage. Crabtree is a stud. He’s a great kid — fast, big, tough. They’re 
the scariest team in this league, because they didn’t lose anyone on offense.” 


Following an extremely disap- 
pointing 49-45 loss at Oklahoma State last 
September — a game in which Tech sur- 
rendered 610 yards and lost despite gain- 
ing 718 yards of its own — Mike Leach 
replaced defensive coordinator Lyle Seten- 
cich with Ruffin McNeill, who held that title 
on an interim basis throughout last year. 
Under McNeill, Tech led the Big 12 in de- 
fense over the final eight games of the 
year. Obviously, McNeill’s title no longer 
contains the word “interim.” Leach says 
McNeill infused the unit with passion. 
“(McNeill) made sure our guys were ex- 
cited about the little things like knocking 
the hell out of somebody,” Leach says. 
“T’m excited to see what he can do with 
the defense this year.” 


While Jamar Wall is the 
solid starter at one cornerback position, 
the Raiders tested as many as five differ- 
ent players (Marcus Bunton, Brent Nicker- 
son, Pete Richardson, De’Shon Sanders 
and LaRon Moore) in an effort to find the 
other staring cornerback. Sanders, a 
transfer from City College of San Francisco 
who redshirted last fall, may be the best 
option, especially since he is 6'L" and 188 
pounds. 


L.A. Reed came to Tech as a 
promising receiver. He’ll spend his final 
season as a strong safety. In addition to 
the chance to see more playing time, Reed 
was receptive to the move because of the 
success he enjoyed on special teams. Reed 
developed a reputation as a big hitter on 
special teams, making 10 tackles and forc- 
ing two fumbles in 2006. 


Texas Tech’s victory 
over Virginia in the Jan 1, 2008 Gator Bowl 
was its 10th bowl win in school history. 
Half of those wins have come in the last 
six years. 


Quarterback Graham Har- 
rell has compiled 10,260 passing yards the 
last two seasons. He could be even better 
as a senior with a veteran line and an ex- 
perienced receiving corps. 


As great as Harrell is, some 
Tech opponents fear his No. 1 target, 
Michael Crabtree, even more. “Harrell’s 
good, but Crabtree is the one that really 
scares you,” says one Big 12 assistant 
coach. “Crabtree is fabulous. He’s easily 
the best receiver in the conference. He’s 
that blend of size and speed and playmak- 
ing ability. His ability to accelerate and get 
to full speed whenever he catches it is 
pretty special.” 
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With 36 players returning from last season’s two-deep chart, Texas Tech 
didn’t have many immediate holes to fill with its 2008 signing class. As 
a result, it was not a particularly big group, as a total of 16 players com- 
prise the class. 

But even with a lower-than-usual number and some bad Signing Day 
breaks, Tech accomplished its primary recruiting mission by improving 
the defense, especially up front. “We wanted to focus on defense, and 
did a nice job of attracting some of the top talent in the country along the 
defensive line,” head coach Mike Leach says. “Overall, we are pleased 
with this group.” 

Although he could not comment on it publicly, Leach could not have been 
pleased with some of the last-minute defections. One of Tech’s pledges, 
defensive end Brian Christopher, made a last-minute decision to sign 
with Arkansas. And on the day before Signing Day safety Keanon Cooper 
chose Minnesota over Tech. 

But even with the loss of those two defenders, the Raiders added plenty 
of defensive help. Tech signed the nation’s fourth-ranked class of de- 
fensive ends, highlighted by McKinner Dixon, a freshman All-American 
for the Raiders during Tech’s 2005 Cotton Bowl season. Dixon redshirted 
in 2006 at Cisco (Texas) Junior College, but led the CUC defense with 
nine sacks and 68 tackles last fall. Dixon, along with defensive ends Joey 
Fowler and Ryan Haliburton, enrolled in January and went through 
spring drills. 

The Raiders also added a pair of defensive backs in corner Jarell Routt 
and safety Cody Davis. Routt was a member of Tech’s 2006 signing class 
but spent the last two seasons at Coffeyville (Kan.) Junior College, where 
he did not play football but participated in track. The Texas City native will 
have three years to play. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 


BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive LineMEN...........:+0++ PRM OXAS ute cresrecccrassesettroenenirty 9 
Offensive Linemen PAS MOKIANOMIA ecesssestesversqosevestercuess 4 
Athletes... ay 

Defensive BackS.......scecseceeere 2 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 


HARRISON JEFFERS ¢ RB ¢ LAWTON, OK 

Texas Tech coach Mike Leach is typically understated when it comes to 
assessing his team’s or an individual player’s talent. Not so with prized 
running back recruit Harrison Jeffers, who was rated as the No. 4 player 
in Oklahoma by one recruiting service. 

When asked to compare the potential of the 5'9", 210-pound Jeffers to 
another player, Leach said that Jeffers reminded him of former Okla- 
homa State star and Heisman Trophy winner Barry Sanders. And Leach 
certainly wasn’t the only coach praising Jeffers’ skills. Tech assistant 
coach Dennis Simmons says Jeffers reminds him of Emmitt Smith be- 
cause of his height, hips and thunderous thighs. 

Jeffers, from Eisenhower High in Lawton, Okla., is certainly one of the 
most high-profile running backs Leach has ever landed in Lubbock. The 
explosive Jeffers was ranked as the No. 1 running back prospect in Okla- 
homa after rushing for more than 1,000 yards and nine touchdowns on 
only 164 carries last year. 

Jeffers, also a track star, led all Oklahoma players in Class 6A his junior 
year, gaining more than 1,800 yards on the ground (2,069 yards from 
scrimmage) and finishing with 17 total touchdowns. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


DONNIE CARONA K 60" 210 BEAUMONT, TX 
Averaged 42.2 yards per punt and earned a second-team all-state selection as a 
senior. 

OMAR CASTILLO T 66" 285 ROSWELL, NM 
Originally signed with Texas Tech in 2007. Ranked as the No. 8 overall player in 
New Mexico by Rivals.com. 


CODY DAVIS § 6'2" 205 STEPHENVILLE, TX 
Named District 8-4A Defensive MVP as a senior. Named to the Lubbock Avalanche 
JournalTop 100 for 2008. 


MCKINNER DIXON DE 63” 265 CISCO, TX 
Transfer from Cisco (Texas) Junior College. Collected 68 tackles and nine sacks 
in 2007. Ranked as the No. 15 junior college prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 
Played at Texas Tech as a freshman in 2005. 


SETH DOEGE QB O6'2" 200 WOLFFORTH, TX 

Ranked as the No. 4 quarterback in Texas by Rivals.com. Missed junior and sen- 
ior season with injuries. 

CORNELIUS DOUGLAS ATH = 5'9” 180 LAWTON, OK 

Honorable mention all-state selection by the Tu/sa World. Ranked as the No. 9 
player in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. 

JOEY FOWLER DE 64" 271 ~=OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
Ranked as a three-star player by Rivals.com. A Big All-City selection by The Okla- 
homan as a senior. 


DEVERIC GALLINGTON G 6'4" 320 NORTH RICHLAND HILLS, TX 
Ranked No. 64 in the SuperPrep Texas Top 100 for 2008. A Dallas Morning News 
All-Area second-team selection. 


RYAN HALIBURTON DE 6'4" 234 WOLFFORTH, TX 
Collected 67 tackles and seven sacks as a senior. Ranked as the No. 56 defensive 
end in the nation by Scout.com and a member of the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal 
Class 4A/5A All South Plains team. 


HARRISON JEFFERS RB 59” 210 LAWTON, OK 
Finished senior season with more than 1,000 rushing yards and nine touchdowns. 
Ranked as the No. 4 player in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. 


JOE KING T 66" 297, ~=OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
Ranked as the No. 15 player in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. Selected by the Tulsa 
World as a second-team all-state selection. 


BRODERICK MARSHALL DT 65” 280 TYLER, TX 
Transfer from Tyler (Texas) Junior College. Originally signed with Texas Tech in 
2006. Earned All-Southwest JC Conference honors following 2007 season. 
TERRY MCDANIEL T 67" 330 DIANA, TX 
Selected first-team All-District 18-2A as a senior. Named first-team All-East Texas 
by the Longview News-Journal News. Ranked as the No. 71 tackle in the nation 
by Rivals.com. 

BRANDON REID ATH 6'2" 208 EL PASO, TX 
Ranked as a 3-star athlete by Rivals.com. Earned honorable mention all-city hon- 
ors by the E/ Paso Times. 

JARELL ROUTT CB 6'0" 205 COFFEYVILLE, KS 
Transfer from Coffeyville (Kan). Community College. Originally signed with Texas 
Tech in 2006. 

BRANDON SESAY DE 66" 273 ATLANTA, GA 
Transfer from the College of the Sequoias in California. Ranked as the No. 11 
junior college player in the nation by Rivals.com. Selected for the Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution Super Southern 100 as a high school senior. 
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HEAD COACH: DAN HAWKINS RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-17 (2 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 100-40-1 (12 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MARK HELFRICH DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RON COLLINS 
BOULDER, COLO. FOLSOM FIELD (53,750) 


fter stumbling to 2-10 in 2006, Colorado recovered in 2007 by tripling 
its win total. It beat key rivals like Nebraska and Colorado State, and 
reached a bowl. It would seem that the rebuilding process under coach 
Dan Hawkins is well on its way. 
Or is it? 
Hawkins is the never-satistied type. While there were aspects about last season 
that pleased the coach, there were more concerns. Defeats to Kansas and Iowa 
State left sour tastes. Comeback wins over Oklahoma and Colorado State could 
easily have gone the other way. And the urgency Hawkins demands is not always 
there. In short, the massive rebuilding project Hawkins assumed in December 
2005 upon succeeding Gary Barnett might be showing promise, but for the 
coach, not enough. 
“T like the direction we're going and I like where we're headed, but we're not 
in a canoe floating down a river,” Hawkins says. “I would prefer it more if we were 
a swimmer in the ocean in a Jaws movie and they’re yelling at you to get to the 
_— boat, and you better swim faster. That needs to be the sense of urgency we have.” 
— Still, consider what CU endured in 2007. It lost the previous season’s starting 
} = quarterback, Bernard Jackson, to grades, though if he had played, his role was un- 
IGRAZINOK, 17) certain, Also missing was a probable starting guard in Erick Faatagi, also to grades, 
PREDIGHON, and a couple of linebackers in Marcus Burton and Michael Sipili who would have 
played big roles. 
Inexperience and a lack of depth burdened the program in 2007. Both areas 
will be better in 2008. A nasty schedule, even by CU’s standards, looms, and to 
beat Missouri and Kansas in the Big 12 North is a tall order. Coaches tweaked the 
offense's pace in the spring, going with a 


faster tempo and fewer huddles. r 


Hawkins expects success, and an- 

other bowl is possible. But any titles 

in 2008 would be a surprise. 

QUARTERBACKS Cody Hawkins, the coach's son, started all 13 games as a red- 
shirt freshman in 2007, throwing for 3,015 yards and 22 touchdowns on the sea- 
son. Interceptions were a problem — he threw multiple picks in five of the first 
eight games — but Hawkins entered the Independence Bowl with a streak of 70 
straight passes without throwing a pick. Hawkins is not a tremendous athlete, he 
does not have a cannon arm, and his size (5'11") makes his passes easy to bat 
down. But Hawkins is smart and runs the offense well. He showed his mettle at 
Texas Tech when he took a shot to the head on the first series, led CU to a win, 
and remembered little about the game afterward. After struggling in a 55-10 loss 
to Missouri at home in early November, Hawkins averaged 275.0 yards over the 
final three games, with seven touchdowns and only two interceptions. Senior 
Nick Nelson and redshirt freshman Matt Ballenger await their chance, but it’s 
Hawkins’ show for the foreseeable future. 


NATIONAL 
FOREGADSI; 


RUNNING BACKS Sophomore Demetrius Sumler had a good spring, staking 


a claim to a spot that'll be under scrutiny come August. Sumler was the second- 


coaches want to grow. Brian Lockridge shows big-play ability, but the man every- 
one wants to see is incoming freshman Darrell Scott. He was rated the nation’s 
top prep running back, and Colorado won a furious battle for Scott's signature 
with Texas. If Scott’s talents live up to the hype, he'll man a big role in the offense 
right away. Ray Polk, another incoming freshman, might also be too talented to 
keep on the bench. At fullback, Maurice Cantrell and Jake Behrens are atop the 
depth chart. 


RECEIVERS Colorado uses lots of receivers, and through patience and recruit- 
ing, the Buffs now have a lot of them. Unfamiliarity with the playbook cut play- 
ing time for Josh Smith in 2007. That shouldn't be an issue for the talented 
sophomore this fall. Sophomore Scotty McKnight led the team with 43 catches 
for 488 yards in 2007. Pat Williams has worked hard to become sure-handed. Last 
year, he caught 29 passes for 294 yards. Markques Simas redshirted in 2007 but 
might be the most talented receiver. All will play a lot. Tight end is depleted. 
Only one on scholarship player — Patrick Devenny — went through spring 
drills. Three signed in February, and coaches plan to get them ready immediately. 
Riar Greer, who caught 14 passes last year, was arrested in the spring. His status 
for the fall has not been determined yet. 


The Colorado defense totaled 21 
sacks in 2007, which ranked LOth 
in the pass-happy Big 12. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BUFFALOES 
It would seem that coach — ith 
has weathered the roughest parts of the 
rebuilding process. Recruiting has im- 
proved, players know the system, and 
they also know what the coach demands. 
His program has yet to arrive, but it’s get- 
ting closer. The depth and inexperience 
problems that abounded in 2007 won’t 
glare so bright in 2008. And even with 
them, CU won six games, beat its biggest 
rivals and reached a bowl. Quarterback 

--_ proved he’s a capable field 
leader, and he’s only a sophomore. CU 
changed its offense in spring drills to fea- 
ture a faster pace and fewer huddles. 
Players say it’s similar to what they saw 
some opponents use on the Buffs in 2007, 
and they think it'll work well, especially at 
altitude. Hawkins could put up big num- 
bers. Don’t be surprised tosee = 

in the mix early at running back. The 

touted 2008 signee owns talent CU has 
lacked for years. While the offense ap- 
pears set to improve, the key to success 
in 2008 will probably be how the Buffs de- 
fend the pass. CU remains thin and inex- 
perienced at cornerback, and an improved 
pass rush is mandatory. The Buffs need 
corners like if , 
and = to perform well. If 
they don’t, CU may find itself in a bunch of 
shootouts. 


leading rusher in 2007 with 335 yards. But he averaged only 3.4 a carry, a figure ~ 


2008 SCHEDULE 


31 #Colorado State 

6 Eastern Washington 
18 WestVirginia 
27 _%Florida State 

4 Texas 

at Kansas 

18 Kansas State 

25 at Missouri 

1 atTexas A&M 

8 Iowa State 

15 Oklahoma State 
28 at Nebraska 
#Denver, CO 
%Jacksonville, FL 


432229099909" M>S 
e 
7 
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Hawkins, Williams: John Betancourt 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 1 Josh Smith (So.) 

WR 4 Patrick Williams (Sr.) 
LT 78 Nate Solder (So.) 

LG 61 Erick Faatagi (Sr.) 

C 75 Daniel Sanders (Sr.) 
RG 72 Devin Head (ur.) 

RT 73 Ryan Miller (So.) 

TE 33 Patrick Devenny (Jr.) 
QB 7 Cody Hawkins (So.) 
FB 32 Maurice Cantrell (Sr.) 
RB 8 Demetrius Sumler (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 91 Maurice Lucas (Sr) 
DT 86 George Hypolite (Sr.) 
NT 94 Brandon Nicolas (Sr.) 
DE 90 Marquez Herrod (So.) 
OLB 54 Marcus Burton (ur) 
MLB 45 Jeff Smart (ur) 

OLB 40 Brad Jones (Sr.) 

CB 6 Gardner McKay (Sr.) 
CB = 3: Jimmy Smith (So.) 
SS 9 Daniel Dykes (Sr.) 
FS 15 Ryan Walters (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 13 Aric Goodman (So.) 
P 14 Matt Diallo (ur) 
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6 Markques Simas (Fr.) 
21 Scotty McKnight (So.) 
63 Ethan Adkins (Fr.) 

71 Matt Bahr (Fr.) 
56 Keenan Stevens (So.) 
68 Shawn Daniels (Fr.) 
79 Sione Tau (Fr.) 

81 Luke Walters (ur) 

3 Nick Nelson (Sr.) 

41 Jake Behrens (Jr) 

2 Darrell Scott (Fr:) 


96 Lagrone Shields (Fr.) 
97 Taj Kaynor (ur.) 

98 Eugene Goree (Fr.) 
92 Jason Brace (ur) 

52 Bryan Stengel (Ur) 
10 Michael Sipili (So.) 
59 Bu. Beatty (So.) 

21 Anthony Wright (Fr.) 
29 Cha’pelle Brown (Jr.) 
19 Travis Sandersfeld (Fr.) 
46 Anthony Perkins (Fr.) 


KR 1 Josh Smith (So.) 
PR 37 Jason Espinoza (Fr.) 


_ BRAD JONES 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Question marks 


abound up front, but there’s potential. 
Nate Solder moved from tight end to 
tackle, and his quick feet and long reach 
make him look like a natural. But he had to 
learn in the spring. Faatagi has waited two 
years to play, missing 2006 due to injury 
and 2007 due to academics. He has one 
season left, and the guard could be a dif- 
ference-maker up front — if eligible, and 
that’s a big if. Sophomore tackle Ryan 
Miller moved into the starting lineup mid- 
season in 2007 and showed the skills that 
merited a five-star ranking in high school. 
He has all the tools to be dominant. Senior 
center Daniel Sanders is nicknamed 
“Girthy.” That sums him up. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN George Hypolite >” 


was a first-team All-Big 12 tackle in 2007. 
He combines with fellow senior Brandon 
Nicolas to be the strength of CU’s defense. 
Neither is very big, but both are smart, 
quick and strong. Another senior, end 
Maurice Lucas, enters his second year as a 
starter. While Lucas hasn’t been bad, he 
hasn't dominated. Fans hope he'll break out 
this year. Drew Hudgins missed 2007 after 
rupturing his Achilles’ tendon. He was lim- 
ited in spring, but coaches hope he can 
provide a pass rush up front CU so badly 
needs. Hudgins recorded 19 sacks in 2006 
at Highland (Kan.) Community College. 


LINEBACKERS Replacing Butkus finalist 
and All-American Jordon Dizon and his 
160 tackles in 2007 won't be easy. He was 
the heart of the defense. Academic con- 
cerns slowed progress at linebacker in the 
spring. Coaches made sure players like 
Michael Sipili and Marcus Burton, who 
both missed 2007, were on top of their 
coursework. Sipili was scheduled to start in 
2007 before his suspension derailed him. 
Both could start in 2008, but they must 
take care of their school work. Jeff Smart 
remained steady in spring at the middle 
spot. He has gone from walk-on to de- 
pendable starter. B.J. Beatty pushed Brad 
Jones for the starting outside spot in spring. 
Coaches experimented with a 3-4 base, and 
both could play a lot this fall if coaches 
continue to use it. Beatty and Jones are 
good pass rushers. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Safety Ryan Walters 
missed the spring to recover from shoulder 
surgery, but the physical senior is experi- 
enced, smart and the team leader. CU will 
need Walters’ savvy defending the pass. All- 
Big 12 corner Terrence Wheatley gradu- 
ated, and five offseason surgeries for Ben 
Burney will likely force him to redshirt in 
2008. That leaves some good athletes, like 
Jimmy Smith, Gardner McKay, Cha’pelle 
Brown and Anthony Wright, but little ex- 
perience. CU cut its pass defense comple- 
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KEY BUFFALOES 


Cody Hawkins, QB Could post big num- 
bers in faster offense. 

George Hypolite, DT All-Big 12 in 
2007, Hypolite was tough to block as 


a junior. 


Ryan Walters, S Missed spring ball to 
recover from shoulder surgery, but 
Walters’ help will be crucial to inexpe- 
rienced cornerbacks. 

Daniel Sanders, C “Girthy” epitomizes 
the mean attitude coaches want on 
the offensive line. 

Brad Jones, LB Might be the man to 
provide badly needed pass rush. 


KEY LOSSES 


Jordon Dizon, LB One of CU’s best 
linebackers. Ever. 

Terrence Wheatley, CB All-Big 12 cor- 
nerbacks are hard to find. 

Hugh Charles, RB Leading rusher his 
final three seasons. 

Tyler Polumbus, LT Replacing a two- 
year starter at left tackle is never 


easy. 


Kevin Eberhart, K Proved his mettle 
with winning kicks against Oklahoma 
and Colorado State. 


RISING STAR 


CU reported a spike in ticket sales 


right after Signing 
Day. With the hub- 
bub Darrell Scott’s 
recruitment gener- 
ated, few doubt his 
signature played a 
role. He was rated 
the nation’s top prep 
running back, and 
CU’s offensive line is 


big, athletic, and possibly very good. 


Opportunity beckons. 


Jones, Hypolite: John Betancourt 


2008 COLORADO ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 72: Head, Devin 6-4/295 

16 Ballenger, Matt 6-4/230 Fr. Nampa, ID 64 Iltis, Mike 6-3/295 
7 Hawkins, Cody 5-11/190 So. Boise, ID 73 Miller, Ryan 6-7/315 
3 Nelson, Nick 61/230 Sr. Mission Viejo, CA 65 Palazzi, Wes 6-1/295 

75 Sanders, Daniel 6-3/325 

RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 78 Solder, Nate 6-8/975 

4) Behrens, uae 6-0/230 dr. prael NE 56 Stevens, Keenan 6-2/280 

32 Cantrell, Maurice 60/240 Sr. Cedar Rapids, IA 79 Tau, Sione 6-5/320 

25 Jaffee, Arthur 5-11/200 ‘Fr. Boulder, CO 

20 Lockridge, Brian 5-7/175 So. Trabuco Canyon,CA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT 

22 Moyd, Kevin 57/185 uh. Miramar, Fl 92 Brace, Jason 6-4/250 

36 Nabors, Cory 5-9/185 So. Aurora,CO 53 Cooney, Kevin 6-6/220 
8 Sumler, Demetrius 5-10/215 So. San Diego,CA 98 Goree, Eugene 6-1/295 

90 Herrod, Marquez _- 6-2/270 

RECEIVERS HI/WT CL ; HOMETOWN 4 Hudgins: Drew 6-4/235 

42 eee 5-11/195 So. Highlands Ranch, CO 86 Hypolite, George 61/285 
5 Celestine, Kendrick 5-11/180 So. balay 97 Kaynor, Ta 644/275 

48 SLL Cody 5-11/175 Sr. San Diego, CA 69 Lawson, Eric 63/270 

37 Espinoza, Jason 5-8/180 Fr. Alamosa, CO 91 Lucas, Maurice 6-4/260 

86 Ham, Saneion 6-1/200 So. Haxtun, CO 89 Modrovsky, Daniel 6-5/255 

21 McKnight, Scotty 5-11/180 So. Coto de Caza, CA 94 Nicolas, Brandon §-3/290 

85 met Steve 5-11/190 Sr San peneecs 93 Obi, Conrad 6-3/260 
6 lle Markques 6-2/195 Fr. San Diego, CA 99 Perri, Christopher 6-3/270 
1 Slt Josh 6-0/180 So. Moorpark, CA 95 Poremba, Tony 61/295 
4 Williams, Patrick 6-2/205 Sr. DeSoto, TX 96 Shields, Lagrone 6-3/250 

TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL Eom loUn LINEBACKERS HI/WT 

33 Denes Patrick 63/240 ur. Reva CA 58 Ales, Tyler 62/240 

87 Geer, Riar 6-4/250 Jr. Ge Junction, CO 59 Beatty, Bu. 6-2/220 

88 Shanahan, Devin 65/240 Jr. Highlands Ranch, CO 34 Brown, Rul 61/230 

81 Walters, Luke 63/235 Jr Lakewood, CO 54 Burton, Marcus 6-0/255 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN = HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 97 Duren, Jake 5-11/230 

63 Adkins, Ethan 6-4/295 Fr. Castle Rock,CO 55 Hartigan, Josh 6-1/205 

71 Bahr, Matthew 6-4/280 Fr. Dove Canyon,CA 40 Jones, Brad 6-3/225 

66 Behrens, Blake 6-3/285 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 19 Sandersfeld,Travis  6-0/190 

60 Clark, David 6-4/305 Fr. Aspen,CO 10 Sipili, Michael 6-1/255 

68 Daniels, Shawn 63/280 Fr. Evergreen,CO 45 Smart, Jeff 6-0/210 

61 Faatagi, Erick 62/310 Sr Los Angeles,CA © 52 Stengel, Bryan 6-2/225 

74 Fruechtel, Joe 63/285 dr. Portland, OR 35 Vaiomounga,Nate 5-10/210 
2007 RESULTS 

RECORD: 6-7 (4-4 BIG 12) 

DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT 

S. 1 Colorado State Ww (ot) 31-28 68,133 

S. 8 at Arizona State L 33-14 58,417 

S.15 Florida State L 16- 6 52,951 

S.22 Miami (OH) WwW 42- 0 45,243 

S.29 Oklahoma WwW 27-24 50,031 

0. 6 at Baylor W 43-23 32,376 

0.13 at Kansas State L 47-20 46,637 

0.20 Kansas L 19-14 51,940 

0.27 atTexas Tech Ww 31-26 49,084 

N. 3. Missouri L 55-10 51,483 

N.10 at Iowa State L 31-28 45,487 

N. 23 Nebraska WwW 65-51 51,403 

D.30 #Alabama L 30-24 47,043 


# Independence Bowl 
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Jr. Corona,CA DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
Fr. Sarasota,FL 30 Adams, Joel 5-11/175 Sr. Steamboat Spgs., CO 
So. Littleton,CO 29 Brown, Cha'pelle 5-7/180 dr. La Puente, CA 
So. Plano,TX 23 Brown, Jalil 61/205 So. Phoeniz, AZ 
Sr. Vista,CA 42 Burney, Benjamin  5-11/190 Sr. Lone Tree, CO 
So. Buena Vista, CO 9 Dykes, Daniel 6-2/210 Sr. Los Alamitos, CA 
So. Monument,CO 18 Hawkins, Jonathan 5-11/185 Fr. Perris, CA 
Fr. Honolulu, HI 6 McKay, Gardner 5-11/165 Sr. Inglewood, CA 
a HOMETOWN 22 Neves Matt 5-9/190 Fr. Laguna Niguel, CA 
hi Spanaway, WA 46 Perkins, ribo 5-10/190 Fr. owen, co 
Fr TENG 19 Sandersfeld, Travis 6-0/190 Fr. Limon, CO 
: 28 Smith, Bret 5-11/190 So. Highlands Ranch, CO 
Fr. Murfreesboro, TN Ny 
a Escondido, CA 3 Smith, Jimmy 6-2/195 So. Colton, CA 
Se Spring Hl, KS 31 Smith, Lamont 5-8/160 Fr. Penn Hills, PA 
15 Walters, Ryan 60/200 Sr. Aurora, CO 
St__los Angeles, CA 1 viright, anthony GA0/185. Fr Compton, CA 
Jr. Englewood, CO 
So. Sedalia,CO SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
Sr. Denver,CO 50 Bisnow, Austin(LS)  6-0/210 So. Washington, DC 
Fr. Park City, UT 14 Diallo, Matt (P) 61/190 dr Wellington, FL 
Sr. Santa Ana,CA, 70 Drescher, Justin (LS) 6-1/230 dr. Southlake, TX 
Fr. Grayson,GA 13 Goodman, Aric(K)  5-10/180 So. Cherry Hills Vill., CO 
Jr. Alameda,CA 95 Suazo, Tom (P) 5-10/185 Sr. Glenwood Sprs., CO 
Fr. Greenwood Vill., CO 
Fr Memphis, TN 
cL HOMETOWN 
Fr. San Bernardino, CA 
So. Kaaawa, HI 
Sr. Honolulu, HI 
Jr Channelview, TX 
Jr. Littleton, CO 


Fr. Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Sr. East Lansing, MI 


Fr. Limon, CO 
So, Honolulu, HI 
Jr. Boulder, CO 
dr. Durango, CO 
So. Corona, CA 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING AT COMP YDS 1o INT 
Cody Hawkins 463 263 3,015 22 17 
Nick Nelson 6 3 22 0 0 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG iD 

Hugh Charles 199 1,058 5.3 

Demetrius Sumler 100 335 3.4 4 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1 

Scotty McKnight 47 555 11.8 4 

Tyson DeVree 37 402 10.9 8 

Dusty Sprague 29 366 12.6 2 

Patrick Williams 29 294 10.1 0 


Kicking: Kevin Eberhart, 16-25 FGs, 41-42 XPs, 89 points 
Tackles: Jordan Dizon, 160; Daniel Dykes, 83 

Sacks: George Hypolite, 6 

Interceptions: Terrence Wheatley, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


147 


Dykes: John Betancourt 


tion rate from 66.9 percent in 2007 to 57.5 in 2008, which was one reason for improvement 
in wins. Defending the pass is a crucial factor in CU’s success this season. Coaches believe that 
a team needs four good corners to weather the Big 12 offensive onslaught, and it’s unclear 
whether CU has them. Strong safety Daniel Dykes is the leading returning tackler. 


SPECIALISTS Aric Goodman and Jameson Davis battled in spring to succeed Kevin Eber- 
hart as placekicker. No winner was named, but Goodman appeared to be more accurate. 
Matt DiLallo averaged 40.1 yards per punt, down from 43.7 in 2006 when he was jittery. Di- 
Lallo struggled in cold weather, and CU has two games in Boulder in November, plus one at 
Nebraska. Redshirt freshman Jason Espinoza, a walk-on, emerged as an option at punt re- 
turner in the spring. 


RYAN WALTERS 


r AWS SWAN ow fee 


SCOUTING THE BUFFALOES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP COLORADO “You saw a different Colorado team than the first year. 
Usually teams with new coaching staffs make their biggest jump from the first year to the 
second. ... (Dan Hawkins’) son (Cody) is not a great athlete and he doesn’t have a great 
arm, but he is a heck of a quarterback. He knows where he’s going with the ball. He’s 
been in his dad’s offense forever. ... They give you a lot of problems with their two-tight 
end offense, and they are big up front. They signed one of the top running backs in the 
country. He could have gone to Texas. I wish-he would have. ... Last year, they played 
some exciting offense and it looks like they’re heading in a good direction there. They’re 
growing up there, too. ... They signed some really good linebackers, so I would expect 
them to be pretty special on defense, maybe pretty quick. ... Dan Hawkins is proving to 
be quite the recruiter. He’s a fiery guy, but he’s also genuine. Hawkins is a terrific coach, 
a great X’s and O’s coach offensively. ... They’ve always been tough on defense. They’ve 
always been physical and tough. ... They’ve got a great product to sell, a beautiful place} 
so they’ll always be able to recruit.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Bubbling over A long-awaited bubble fi- 
nally graced CU’s practice fields last year, 
giving the team a dry place to run its drills 
during a wet Colorado spring. The bubble 
is a temporary structure that will appear 
each fall and come down in the spring. But 
it defines progress for assistant coaches 
like Brian Cabral, who’s worked in the pro- 
gram since 1989 and had been hearing for 
years that the bubble was on the horizon. 
“Tt’s long overdue,” he says. “It’s some- 
thing that’s going to allow us to be better 
and do more.” 


Corner help Colorado hired 13-year NFL 
cornerback Ashley Ambrose as a defensive 
technical intern. It hopes Ambrose’s tute- 
lage can help a position where CU lacks 
experience. “I think he’s a great role 
model for the players,” coach Dan Hawkins 
says. 


Billy Buck Quarterback Cody Hawkins 
played his Little League baseball growing 
up in Idaho for coach Bill Buckner. Yes, that 
Bill Buckner, of Boston Red Sox infamy. 
Upon learning April 8 about the ovation 
Buckner received at Fenway Park when he 
threw out the first pitch, Hawkins said, 
“That is so awesome.” 


Breaking the law Boulder police arrested 
linebacker Lynn Katoa and tight end Riar 
Geer the weekend before spring drills 
started for their roles in separate off-cam- 
pus fights. They missed all of spring, and 
their status for fall was unknown while 
they went through the legal system. CU’s 
Office of Judicial Affairs could also sus- 
pend both. CU will especially miss Geer, 
the roster’s most experienced tight end, if 
that’s the case. 


Old faces, new places Nate Solder moved 
from tight end to offensive tackle, and Kai 
Maiava went from guard to fullback as 
coaches sought ways to improve blocking. 
Solder, a sophomore, looks like he could 
have a nice career at the position. But Ma- 
iava chose after spring to transfer. 


Busy George All-Big 12 defensive tackle 
George Hypolite seemingly never stops. He 
graduated last spring, less than three 
years after he first enrolled at Colorado, 
with a double degree. He plans to work on 
an honor’s thesis in ethic studies this fall. 
Hypolite interns in the athletic depart- 
ment’s marketing wing during offseasons. 
Away from school, his charity work has in- 
cluded preparing food for homebound 
AIDS patients, and working at a shelter for 
battered women. 


Walters: John Betancourt 


CU signed its highest-rated recruiting class in several seasons, prompt- 
ing an immediate spike in ticket sales and exultation from its fans. The 
program won battles with Texas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Michigan, Ore- 
gon, Wisconsin and others to sign players like Darrell Scott, Lynn Katoa, 
Jon Major, Bryce Givens and more. Not so long ago, CU rarely sought 
such battles. But coach Dan Hawkins and his staff aren’t shying away. 
“We go for the best possible guys that we can get and we’re not afraid 
to shoot for the very best people,” Hawkins says. 

While seeking the best, CU also addressed needs, especially at line- 
backer, where the Buffs had to play walk-ons for extended minutes in 
2007, and tight end, where only one player on scholarship went through 
spring drills. 

Katoa enrolled in January but was arrested in March for an off-campus 
fight and was suspended in spring. His status is unknown. Major, Shaun 
Mohler and Doug Rippy could play early. Mohler had lots of courses to 
complete at Orange Coast (Calif.) College before he could transfer, but 
coaches believed he’d make it. Tight ends Ryan Deehan, Will Pericak and 
Ryan Wallace will be thrown into the fire early. Scott and Ray Polk will 
get immediate looks at running back. 

Landing Scott, the nation’s top-rated running back, means a lot. He 
donned a Buffs cap with a Ralphie logo on television while announcing 
his Signing Day decision. It was an important moment for the rebuilding 
program. “My overwhelming emotion was probably just for all of the 
Buff fans out there when he (picked) up that hat and put it on his head,” 
Hawkins said on Signing Day. “There’s one of the best players in the 
country and he’s got Ralphie on his head. That’s big-time.” 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 


BY POSITION BY STATE 

LIMEDACKELS ......sescecceeeecessesseee AY \CaliPOnM aS vcsccsscccsscsscccvsescsteecs 7 
Defensive BackS........:s:cesesesse++ SM COIONGUO ss -eecctaseseesenccesretae 5 
Offensive LINEMEN ........-.esecee0e SI UOMO ezesrssascatacseasesscscacavnccecasenet 2 
Running Backs ...... wd TRXaS ..... ae, 
Tight Ends.......... 3 Arizona... all 
Athletes ...........00:. 1 Kentucky... al 
Defensive Linemen 1 New Jersey ull 
Quarterbacks ........ SURO Ul taalticresnpstes cacecrasssvessectarccesveteeest i 
Wide Receivers .... 1 

SPOTLIGHT ON... 

JON MAJOR « LB ¢ PARKER, CO 


For the second year in a row, CU signed a player considered to be Col- 
orado’s best prospect. In recent years, the state’s best fled to other lo- 
cales, and CU’s status sank. But Ponderosa High’s Jon Major, on the 
heels of Ryan Miller’s signing in 2007, is helping to change things. 

“T have high expectations for him, but he has high expectations for him- 
self,” linebackers coach Brian Cabral says. 

Most recruiting analysts ranked Major, a rugged linebacker who 
recorded 153 tackles as a senior, Colorado’s best. Those who didn’t had 
Mullen High offensive lineman Bryce Givens No. 1 in Colorado, and 
Givens signed with CU, too. CU signed five of the state’s top 10 recruits. 
Major had more than 50 offers and whittled his choices to Oklahoma, 
Wisconsin, Oregon and CU before he chose to stay in state. He was a Pa- 
rade All-American and Colorado’s Gatorade Player of the Year. He said 
he realized he wanted to attend CU while he watched the Buffs beat 
Oklahoma last fall. Until then he had doubts, but the upset clarified 
things. 

“(Last) year proved we’re on the rise,” Major says. “A lot of teams 
thought we were going down, but it’ll only get better from here.” 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CHANCE BLACKMON WR 63" 185 TATUM, TX 
Ranked as the No. 76 receiver in the nation by Scout.com. Caught 32 passes for 
830 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. 

CURTIS CUNNINGHAM DT 6'2" 270 LITTLETON, CO 
Ranked as the No. 4 overall player in Colorado by Scout.com. Selected as a third- 
team All-American by EA Sports. 

RYAN DANNEWITZ T 6'6" 285 SAN JACINTO, CA 
Ranked as the No. 64 player in California by Rivals.com. Started all 52 games in 
his career and collected 130 pancake blocks as a senior. 

RYAN DEEHAN TE 6'5" 230 POWAY, CA 
Ranked as the No. 9 tight end in the nation by Rivals.com. Caught 19 passes for 
300 yards and five touchdowns as a senior. 

VINCE EWING $ 6'1" 200 CARLSBAD, CA 
Earned All-West Region honors from PrepStar as a senior. Named to All-Avocado 
League honors as a junior. 

BRYCE GIVENS T 6'6" 250 CASTLE ROCK, CO 
Earned All-America honors from PrepStar. Ranked as the No. 12 offensive line- 
man in the nation by Scout.com. 

TYLER HANSEN QB 6'2" 205 MURRIETA, CA 
Threw for 1,652 yards and 10 touchdowns and named Southwestern League 
Player of the Year as a senior. 

STEVEN HICKS S 6'0" 185 TYLER, TX 
Ranked as the No. 47 defensive back in the nation by Rivals.com, Recorded 70 
tackles and two quarterback sacks as a senior. 

LYNN KATOA LB 6'2" 220 SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
Named a Parade All-American. Ranked No. 76 in the Athlon Consensus 100. Col- 
lected 175 tackles and six sacks as a senior. 

PATRICK MAHNKE $ 6'2" 190 PARKER, CO 
Named All-Colorado by the Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News. Recorded 
100 tackles and eight sacks as a senior. 

JON MAJOR LB 6'3" 225 PARKER, CO 
Named Colorado’s Gatorade Player of the Year. Ranked as the No. 1 prospect in 
the state by Scout.com. 

SHAUN MOHLER LB 63" 225 +=NEWPORT BEACH, CA 
Transfer from Orange Coast (Calif.) College. Collected 192 tackles and 12.5 sacks 
during junior college career. 

WILL PERICAK TE 6'q" 235 BOULDER, CO 
Ranked as the No. 8 player in Colorado by Rivals.com. Caught 33 passes for 283 
yards and two touchdowns as a senior. 

RAY POLK RB 6't" 200 SCOTTSDALE, AZ 
Earned All-America honors by SuperPrep. Rushed for 1,098 yards and 12 touch- 
downs as a senior. 

DOUGLAS RIPPY LB 6'2" 220 TROTWOOD, OH 
Ranked the No. 16 linebacker by Scout.com. Earned All-Midwest Region honors 
from PrepStar and SuperPrep as a senior. 

DARRELL SCOTT RB 6'2" 215 OXNARD, CA 
Ranked as the No. 1 running back in the nation by Rivals.com and is the No. 3 
overall player in the Athlon Consensus 100. Earned All-America honors from USA 
Topay and second-team honors from EA Sports. 

RODNEY STEWART RB 5'8" 185 WESTERVILLE, OH 
Rushed for 2,036 yards and 33 touchdowns and posted six runs of over 50 yards 
as a senior. 

MAXWELL TUIOTI-MARINER G 64" 300 CORONA, CA 
Suffered a season-ending injury before the 2007 season. Ranked as the No. 7 
offensive lineman in the nation by Rivals.com. 

PAUL VIGO ATH ~~ 6'1" 205 NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 
Named first team All-White Division and nominated for the North-South Bow! as 
a senior. 

RYAN WALLACE TE 65" 230 BOWLING GREEN, KY 
Earned first-team all-state honors from the Louisville Courier-Journal. Ranked 
as the No. 46 tight end in the nation by Scout.com. 
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HEAD COACH: GENE CHIZIK RECORD AT SCHOOL: 3-9 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 3-9 (1 YEAR) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ROBERT MCFARLAND DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: WAYNE BOLT 
AMES, IOWA JACK TRICE STADIUM (55,000) 


is feet are wet, and now Gene Chizik wants to make a splash in his sec- 
ond season as Iowa State’s head coach. As the new face of the program, 
Chizik was pulled in a lot of different directions his first year on the job, 
but the longtime position coach and coordinator has re-connected with 
his duties on the playing field. 

“T feel like more of a football coach this year,” Chizik says. “Head coaching jobs 
can make you feel like an administrator three-quarters of the time if you let it. 
Thar’s not what I am. I’m a football coach.” 

Chizik finally was rewarded with success late last season when the Cyclones 
won back-to-back games over Kansas State and Colorado. There are gaping holes 
to fill from departing seniors, most important at quarterback. Sophomores Austen 
Arnand and Phillip Bates are competing for the starting job. Both might get it, 
as coaches are strongly leaning toward using a two-man rotation. Whoever plays 
will need to increase productivity from a year ago when ISU averaged a Big 12- 
worst 18.2 points per game. 

The Cyclones had very few big plays and need some game-breakers to emerge. 
“It changes the dynamic of everything you're trying to do on offense,” Chizik 
Says. 

Defensively, there are some good players who need to play above their talent 
level for ISU to have a breakthrough season. Chizik probably is a year away from 
reaching rhe postseason with this program, but he is using every available minute 
on the practice field or the meeting room to whip this squad into shape. 

“He's business all the time ... and 
thar's good,” Arnaud says. “A head 

coach has got to be thar.” 


QUARTERBACKS It was as- 

sumed Arnaud had the edge be- 
cause of his game experience, but a 
disasrrous effort in the team’s spring game and a strong showing by Bates proved 
the competition is real. Bates moonlighted at receiver last season as a true fresh- 
man as coaches desperately wanted to get the 6'1", 207-pound athlete on the 
field. “Phillip is a very ralented young man,” Chizik says. A two-quarterback sys- 
tem could be the Cyclones’ most effective way to jumpstart what was statistically 
the Big 12’s worst offense. Arnaud, whose dad, John, played at ISU in the early 
1980s, has good arm strength and is more of a conventional pocket passer. Last 
year, in limited duty, he completed 20-of-37 attempts for 267 yards with no 
touchdowns. Bates has more mobility and is dangerous in the open field. The 
only other signal-caller on the roster is freshman Jerome Tiller, who should red- 
shirt unless Arnaud or Bates get injured. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


L 
BIG 12 NORTH 
PREDICTION 


ISU quarterbacks combined to throw nine 
touchdown passes last season, tying the 
Cyclones with Air Force, Navy and 
Maryland for the fewest among the 119 
teams in the FBS. 


RUNNING BACKS Irs Alexander Robinson's job to lose. The sophomore tail- 
back had a monster finish to the ’07 season with 391 yards and six touchdowns 
over the final four games, including a 21-carry, 149-yard performance against 
’ Missouri and a 29-carry, 127-yard effort in the win ys. Colorado. Robinson, who 
only carried the ball 23 times in the Cyclones’ first eight games, continued his 
strong running this spring. Coaches love his ability to make defenders miss in the 
open field, which ISU’s other backs do not have. Jason Scales has been good at 
times but has never made it through a season without an injury. The Cyclones’ 
other senior back, J.J. Bass, was great at the start of last season but also succumbed 
roan injury thar rendered him non-existent for the final two-thirds of the year. 
He was suspended from the team in the spring for violating unspecified team 
rules. Still, Chizik would like to have as many capable ball-carriers as possible 
heading into the fall. “We feel in a league like this you have to go in with three 
railhacks,” Chizik says. 


RECEIVERS Somehody’s going to have to step up to help fill the void left by the 
school’s all-time leading receiver, Todd Blythe, who caught 176 passes for 3,096 
yards in his career. Marquis Hamilton put up good numbers last year in his first 
season as a regular. R.J. Sumrall led the team in catches but is hardly a game- 
breaker. The senior has 99 career receptions, none for a touchdown. It'll be up 
to vererans Euseph Messiah, Houston Jones and burner Wallace Franklin to step 
up their games. lowa State would love to see junior college transfer Jason Carl- 
son or true freshman Sedrick Johnson crack the lineup. Johnson, from Troup, 
‘Texas, totaled 79 catches for 1,652 yards and 24 touchdowns his final two prep 
SeqsONs, 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE CYCLONES 
There are several reasons why Iowa 
State should be improved this season, 
none bigger than Gene Chizik’s intoler- 
ance for losing. Chizik has been a part of 
successful, national championship-caliber 
programs during his career. Finishing 3-9 
last season clearly was hard on him, 
though the Cyclones did finish with victo- 
ries in two of their final three games. 
Most important in continuing that success 
is settling on a quarterback or a two-man 
rotation, which looks likely with multi-tal- 
ented youngsters Austen Arnaud and 
Phillip Bates. ISU has found a playmaker 
in the backfield in sophomore tailback 
Alexander Robinson, who ran wild over 
the final four games of 2007. Who will be 
catching passes is still up in the air. Ide- 
ally junior college transfer Jason Carlson 
or highly touted freshman Sedrick John- 
son can step in alongside veterans R.u. 
Sumrall and Marquis Hamilton. Defen- 
sively, there are holes in the front seven 
without NFL Draft picks Ahtyba Rubin and 
Alvin Bowen. The secondary is solid with 
four regulars back, though ISU will rely on 
a few of its incoming freshmen for depth 
there and in the return game. Chizik now 
has had plenty of time to evaluate his 
team and learn more about running a pro- 
gram. A bowl trip would be a nice surprise 
considering the schedule turns in the Cy- 
clones’ favor, though year three is more 
likely for a breakthrough. 


ALEXANDER ROBINSON 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 28 South Dakota State ew 
S. 6 Kent State WwW 
S. 13 atIowa _ pad LY 
S. 20 atUNWV SW 
0. 4 Kansas L 
0.11 atBaylor 2 
0.18 Nebraska iL 
0.25 TexasA&M A 
N. 1 at Oklahoma State mie 
N. 8 atColorado L 
N.15 Missouri Ak 
N. 22 at Kansas State L 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss: 
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Hamilton, Robinson: Larry Smith 
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DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 


5 RJ. Sumrall (Sr.) 
82 Marquis Hamilton (ur.) 
75 Doug Dedrick (Sr.) 
73 Reggie Stephens (ur.) 
60 Brandon Johnson (Sr.) 
63 Ben Lamaak (So.) 
72 Kelechi Osemele (Fr.) 
88 Collin Franklin (So.) 

4 Austen Arnaud (So.) 
84 Derrick Catlett (ur.) 
33 Alexander Robinson (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 
OT 
DT 
DE 


47 Kurtis Taylor (Sr.) 
85 Bailey Johnson (So.) 
62 Nate Frere (ur.) 
29 Rashawn Parker (ur.) 
14 Michael Bibbs (Sr.) 
54 Jesse Smith (ur) 
27 Josh Raven (ur.) 
12 Allen Bell (ur.) 
11 Chris Singleton (Sr.) 
8 Chris Brown (Sr.) 
2 James Smith (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


Zach Guyer (Fr.) 
13 Mike Brandtner (ur) 


18 Wallace Franklin (Sr) 
Jason Carlson (So.) 

67 Matt Hulbert (So.) 
77 Alex Alvarez (So.) 

52 Mike Knapp (Jr) 

66 Joe Blaes (Sr.) 

71 Trey Baysinger (Fr.) 

84 Derrick Catlett (ur) 
8 Phillip Bates (So.) 

29 Brian Ekwelundu (Jr) 
6 Jason Scales (Sr.) 


25 Nick Frere (Sr.) 

56 Chris Weir (Sr.) 

92 Jerrod Black (Fr.) 

55 Christopher Lyle (ur) 

10 Cameron Bell (So.) 

24 Derec Schmidgall (Ur) 

43 Fred Garrin (ur) 

17 Devin McDowell (So.) 
4 Zac Sandvig (So.) 

23 Steve Johnson (ur.) 

20 Brandon Hunley (Sr.) 


KR 12 Allen Bell (Jr) 
PR 5 Ru. Sumrall (Sr) 


CHRIS SINGLETON 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Competition is 


wide open on the line. “We have a lot of 
starters back, but I say that tongue in 
cheek,” Chizik says. “We haven't deter- 
mined who the starters are. Everybody is 
starting over.” Ben Lamaak, Doug Dedrick 
and Brandon Johnson should hold onto 
their starting spots, though Dedrick may 
be the only one at the same position. 
Lamaak has switched from tackle to guard, 
and Johnson, who started every game last 
year at center, also could be moving to a 
new spot. There finally is depth developing 
here, which will be a huge help to ISU’s 
young quarterbacks. Gigantic redshirt 
freshman Kelechi Osemele (6'5", 333) 
looks like he could be a four-year starter. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN ISU is set at the 
end spots with senior Kurtis Taylor and 
junior Rashawn Parker. Taylor's first year as 
a starter last season was a good one — 6.5 
sacks and 41 tackles — that will need to be 
duplicated. Where the Cyclones need the 
most help is inside with Ahtyba Rubin and 
Bryce Braaksma gone. “When we played 
well they were usually the reason why we 
did,” Chizik says. Sophomore Bailey John- 
son is improving, and junior noseguard 
Nate Frere could be a space-eater if he can 
stay healthy. Jerrod Black, a 280-pound 
redshirt freshman, was the team’s defensive 
scout team player of the year in '07 and will 
play a role. Last year’s transfers, Chris Weir 
and Christopher Lyle, need to have more 
of an impact in their second tours of duty. 
“Those kids are working, and I love the 
way they are wanting to be physical,” 


Chizik says. 
LINEBACKERS A lot of production is 


missing from this group with Alvin Bowen 
and Jon Banks gone. Bowen was twice an 
All-Big 12 pick and collected 287 tackles 
in three seasons. Former walk-on Jesse 
Smith takes over as the leader of this 
untested group. Smith was a pleasant sur- 
prise in his first season as a starter with 79 
tackles, highest among returning players. 
Michael Bibbs played some in his first sea- 
son after transferring from a Mississippi 
junior college and is likely to start along- 
side Smith. On the other side, juniors Fred 
Garrin and Josh Raven are neck-and-neck 
in their battle for the No. 1 weak-side spot. 
Neither has much experience beyond spe- 
cial teams. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Cyclones are 


loaded with experience in the secondary, 
and they'll need it more than ever as the 
Big 12 transitions into a pass-first mental- 
ity. As it is, lowa State allowed opponents 
to pass for 254.3 yards per game and 
ranked 113th nationally in pass efficiency 
defense. Chris Singleton is in his third year 
as a starting cornerback and has six career 
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KEY CYCLONES 


Alexander Robinson, RB Rushed for 
391 yards and six TDs over final four 
games of ’07. 

Marquis Hamilton, WR “Big Body” 
could be in for breakout junior sea- 
son. 

Kurtis Taylor, DE Physical end is the 
team’s top pass rusher. 

dames Smith, FS Diminutive junior had 
79 tackles in first season as a starter. 
Chris Singleton, CB Senior is the most 
experienced defensive back; has six 
career INTs. 


KEY LOSSES 


Alvin Bowen, LB Punishing and prolific 
tackler was the Cyclones’ emotional 
leader. 

Bret Meyer, QB Four-year starter set 
marks for passing yards (9,499) and 
total offense (10,422). 

Todd Blythe, WR Finished his career 
holding all major school receiving 
records. 

Abtyba Rubin, DT At 320 pounds, oc- 
cupied space on the defensive front. 
Ben Barkema, TE Was a reliable pass 
catcher and a strong run blocker. 


RISING STAR 


Phillip Bates should 
see time at quarter- 
back after filling in 
at receiver last sea- 
son as a true fresh- 
man. The 6'1", 
207-pound Bates is 
as athletically gifted 
as anyone on the 
roster, a reason why 
ISU’s coaches so badly want him on 
the field. 


Taylor, Singleton: Larry Smith 


‘Smith: Larry Smith 


2008 IOWA STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WI CL HOMETOWN — 67 Hulbert, Matt 6-7/290 So. Ankeny,IA 31 Rumple, Justin 6-3/215 So. Casey, IA 
4 Arnaud, Austen 6-3/230 So. Ames,IA 60 Johnson, Brandon 63/311 Sr. Rushville, NE 24 Schmidgall, Derec 6-1/223 dr. Lincoln, NE 
8 Bates, Phillip 6-1/207 So. Omaha,NE 78 Klerekoper, Joseph  6-5/288 Fr. Longview,TX 54 Smith, Jesse 6-0/239 ur. Altoona, IA 

52 Knapp, Mike 6-3/275 Jr W. Des Moines, IA 

RUNNING meee HI/WT CL ett 63 Lamaak, Ben 6-4/320 So. Cedar Rapids, IA DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
3 Bass, lhe 60/200 Sr. Altamonte Springs, FL 72 Osemele, Kelechi 65/333 Fr Houston, TX 12 Bell, Allen 6-0/181 dr. Vosges 

84 Catlett, peas 63/246 dr. Fort coms co 61 Sobidsky, Nick 61/299 Sr Naperville, IL 8 Browns Chris 5-10/172 Sr. Ganesha 

29 een, Brian 5-10/237 Jr. — Corpus Christi, TX 44 Smith, Sean 6-4/285 So. Wildwood, MO 38 Ervin, Bi] 6-2/200 So. Eden Prairie, MN 

22 Harris, Jason 5-11/207. Sr. Clearwater, FL 65 Steinbach, Patrick  6-8/303 So. Albia, IA 34 Harklau, Nick 6-0/185 ur. eas 

26 basal hcacdla 61/255 So. poet Lo 73 Stephens, Reggie 63/331 dr Rowlett, TX 20. Hunley, Brandon 5-11/205 Sr. Grandview, MO 

40 Meas Kris 6-0/234 So. gree ehncton, co 74 Vanstrom, oe 66/312 Sr Ham Lake, MN 23 Johnson, pete 6-0/205 dr. Denver, CO 

33 Robinson, Alexander 5-9/178 So. Minneapolis, MN 53. Vencil, Evan 62/247 de Ankeny, IA 17 McDowell, Devin 5-9/180 So. Medea LS 
6 Scales, Jason 5-9/217 Sr. W. Des Moines, IA 46 O'Connell, Michael 5-11/205 So. Cedar Rapids, IA 

39 Thompson ur, Rickey 5-8/202 Sr. Ames,IA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 32 Sallis, Beau S-L/197 dr. Pittsburgh, PA 

35 Williams, Bo 6-1/220 Fr. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 96 Alburtis, Austin 6-2/287 So. Dallas, TX 4 Sandvig, Zac 5-10/187 So. W.Des Moines, IA 

92 Black, Jerrod 6-0/280 Fr. Houston,TX 11 Singleton, Chris 5-10/194 Sr. Fort Myers, FL 

Res HUM Tic bettie 83 Ferguson, Travis 65/250 Sr Waterloo, IA 2 Smith, James 5-8/191 ur Council Bluffs, IA 

Le Halal Sanat te ead On Beaumont,™X 69 Frere, Nate 61/308 Ur Muscatine, IA 36 Walker, Kyle 56/169 Ut Swisher, IA 

82 Hamilton, Marquis  6-3/221 Jr Oklahoma City, OK 25 Frere, Nick 62/254 Sp Muscatine, IA 

85 snes, popsian 60/194 dr. Oklahoma City, OK 41 Hurtig, Chase 63/239 So. Hull, IA SPECIALISTS HI/WTsOCL HOMETOWN 

81 Keieetnes Klayton 5-6/165 So. Humboldt, IA 85 Johnson, Bailey 62/278 So. Homewood, IL 13. Brandtner, Me (P) 60/206 Jr EonerEe 

86 Lillie, oetn 6-4/218 dr. Earlham, IA 55. Lyle, Christopher 63/258 dr Waldorf, MD 16 Kuehl, Bol (K/P) 5-11/180 So. Sioux City, TA 
9 buss wl Euseph —-5-10/170 Sr. Bettendorf, IA 29 Parker, Rashawn 6-0/258 Jr Ponca City, OK 27 Romey, ole (K) 65/175) Fr Carroll, TA 

89 Mitchell, Andrew 63/200 So. Fort Dodge, IA 66 Slifka, Kyle 62/268 So. Cresco, IA 49 Wonders, David (LS) 6-0/260 So. Waukee, IA 
2 ot lh Derron 6-1/176 So. paene 81 Tate, Michael 64/295 Sr Brenham, TX 

87 Sandvig, Alex 6-1/182 Fr W.Des Moines, IA 47 Taylor, Kurtis 6-2/252 Sr Fort Dodge, IA 
5 Sumrall, Ru. 6-1/200 Sr. Orlando, FL 56 Weir, Chris 61/269 Sr Miami, FL 

80 Tuetken, Todd 61/182 Fr. Monticello, IA 

83 Williams, Jake 6-1/201 So. W.DesMoines,IA LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 

17 Zitek, Joel 6-2/197 dr. Ulysses, NE 10 Bell, Cameron 6-2/236 So. Round Rock, TX 

14 Bibbs, Michael 6-1/223 Sr. Atlanta, GA 

Tee lee HOMETOWN 49 Eastman, Justin 63/245 So. Grimes, IA 

88 Franklin, Me 6-6/237 So. Simi Mae CA 43 Garrin, Fred 6/27 de Shepherd, TX 

91 Neal, Patrick 6-0/227. Fr _W. Des Moines, IA 52 Green, Anthony 511/239 Fr Missouri City, TX 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 59 Kaufman, Preston  5-10/229 So. Lincoln, NE 

77 Alvarez, Alex 6-2/308 So. League City,Tx 45 Mathis, Curtiz 61/234 Fr. Harvey, IL 

71 Baysinger, Trey 6-6/316 Fr. Dallas,TX 19 Matthews, AJ. 63/189 Fr. Clearwater, FL 

66 Blaes, Joe 62/284 Sr. Cherryvale,KS 26 Moser, Seth 6-2/2. Fr. Alvard, IA 

75 Dedrick, Doug 63/288 Sr. Tempe, AZ 27 Raven, Josh 511/206 dt. Fort Myers, FL 


SMITH 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECORD: 3-9 (2-6 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE AIT Bret Meyer 382)" 9623318 2,151 9 13 
A.30 Kent State L 23-14 47313. esseneenend eae SOS 
S. 8 Northern Iowa L 24-13 56,675 RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
S.15 Iowa W 15-13 49,516 Alexander Robinson 118 465 3.9 6 
S.22 at Toledo L 36-35 15,219 J.J. Bass 1230 462 «438 864 
$.29 at Nebraska L 35-17 84,703 Beso Scales ie Foes ees 
0. 6 atTexas Tech L 42-17 46,558 RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
0.13 Texas L 56- 3 52,060 Say es s es a 
0 i i 
De SANS: iS ee saree Marquis Hamilton 450 A534) Mallon ed 
all : aa 53,386 kicking: Bret Culbertson, 10-18 FGs, 26-26 XPs, 56 points 
ag alan ¥ ats See Tackles: Alvin Bowen, 99: Jon Banks, 80 
N.10 Colorado Ww 31-28 45,487 Sacks Kardls Taylon 6.5 
N.17 at Kansas L 45-7 51,050 Interceptions: Chris Singleton, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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interceptions. No newcomer made as big an impact last season as Allen Bell, who started 
every game opposite Singleton and also returned kicks. Free safety James Smith showed what 
he is capable of when healthy. Smith totaled 79 tackles, two INTs, forced two fumbles and 
recovered two fumbles. Chris Brown, Steve Johnson, Brandon Hunley and Devin McDow- 
ell will all see playing time, though a few members of a talented freshman class could crack 
the lineup if there is injury or inconsistency. 


SPECIALISTS The placekicking hinges on a pair of true freshmen in Grant Mahoney and 
Zach Guyer. ISU fans have always crossed their fingers when it’s field goal time, and this year 
will be no exception. One of the two likely will handle field goals and extra-point tries, while 
the other takes care of kickoffs. Punter Mike Brandtner will be in his third season as the 
starter. “Hopefully this year I play a lot less,” Brandtner says. There are several candidates to 
revive an anemic return game. ISU was last in the Big 12 in both kickoff and punt returns. 


R.J. SUMRALL 
i] 


= 


SCOUTING THE CYCLONES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP IOWA StaTE “Their linebackers were very good. I thought they had an 
underrated core of linebackers, and I think they’re all gone. But Nos. 15 and 16 (Alvin 
Bowen and Jon Banks) could have started on almost any defense in the conference. Losing 
those guys will be tough. ... They play hard. They’re a team that does not necessarily do a 
lot, but they do it hard and sound, and they’re a sound football team, on defense especially. 
... (Quarterback) Austen Arnaud ran around pretty well. They turned into a go-route-or- 
quarterback-run type of process. ... With the intensity of Gene Chizik, you’re going to see 
some high-octane defense. That’s his style, and they haven’t really had that in the past. ... 
They were much improved last year. I’m sure they think they’ve got a lot to build on from 
last year to this year and in the North you can make some gains. ... Gene’s doing a really 
good job. He’s got a stacked deck against him, but he’s really doing a good job. He’s been 
patient in instilling the right things, discipline and technique. His players are playing hard 
for him. ... Offensively, I think their philosophy marries up well with their defense, to con- 
trol the clock, not beat themselves and make it a ball-control, field-position game. ... 
Everything in this day and age is about recruiting. Location is a big part of it. Resources are 
a big part of it. That’s a challenge there. It’s a hard place to recruit.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


New uni’s ISU will wear brand new uni- 
forms this season as the athletic depart- 
ment introduces a new primary mark and 
returns to the traditional colors of cardinal 
and gold. The school is nixing the old “Cy” 
logo, replacing it with an “I-State” mark 
that will appear on all athletic apparel, uni- 
forms, letterhead, etc. 


Three-way The Cyclones spent spring 
practice with only two quarterbacks on the 
roster. Freshman Jerome Tiller joins the 
team this summer and immediately takes 
third on the depth chart. Or does he? 
Austen Arnaud and Phillip Bates have more 
experience than Tiller, but not by much. Ar- 
naud played in six games last season, while 
Bates saw some time at receiver and lined 
up a few times at quarterback but never 
threw a pass. Tiller, one of the top quarter- 
back prospects from the state of Texas, 
could very well join the quarterback derby. 
“He’ll come in right away, get some snaps 
and we’ll see what he can do,” says quar- 
terbacks coach Tony Petersen. “We don’t 
care if you are a true freshman or a senior. 
The best guy is gonna get the job.” 


In position Ben Lamaak played quarter- 
back the final six games of his high school 
career and came to ISU an all-state tight 
end. After a full season at offensive tackle 
last year, Lamaak now has settled in as the 
Cyclones’ starting right guard. “I think he’s 
got a home now,” says Arnaud, one of 
Lamaak’s roommates. “He’s real smart on 
the football field and that helps him.a lot.” 


Schedule break The Big 12’s rotating 
schedule turns in ISU’s favor this season. 
After two seasons with South Division pow- 
ers Oklahoma, Texas and Texas Tech on the 
slate, the Cyclones will get Baylor, Okla- 
homa State and Texas A&M in their place 
the next two years. In the 12 years since 
the league was formed, ISU has a com- 
bined record of 1-17 against OU, UT and 
Tech. It is 8-10 overall against the Bears, 
Cowboys and Aggies. 


A new era ISU will have to do without 
three of the most productive football play- 
ers in school history in quarterback Bret 
Meyer, receiver Todd Blythe and linebacker 
Alvin Bowen. Meyer finished his career 
owning school records for total offense 
(10,422) and passing yards (9,499). Blythe 
ended his four-year career holding ISU re- 
ceiving records for catches (176), yards 
(3,096) and touchdowns (31). He and Meyer 
combined for 28 TDs through the air, sec- 
ond-most in Big 12 history. Bowen had 287 
career tackles in three seasons, only two 
as a Starter. 
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Sumrall: Larry Smith 


Towa State was able to look more long term in Gene Chizik’s second sea- 
son, cutting its junior college signees from a dozen to one in this year’s 
25-man class. Jason Carlson, a transfer from North Dakota State College 
of Science, looks like he’ll be able to contribute right away. The receiver, 
who has three years of eligibility, caught 46 passes for 747 yards and 10 
touchdowns last season. 

Also on the fast track will be receiver Sedrick Johnson, a four-star re- 
cruit from Troup, Texas. Johnson originally committed to Texas A&M and 
was a late addition to ISU’s class over suitors like Missouri, Florida, 
LSU, Nebraska and TCU. 

A couple of newcomers at defensive back also may figure into lowa 
State’s immediate plans — if not on defense then definitely on special 
teams. The Cyclones need a spark on both punt and kickoff returns and 
any one of Ter’ran Benton, Leonard Johnson or Dustin Land could pro- 
vide it. 

Quarterback Jerome Tiller was a top prospect in the state of Texas and 
comes to Ames without competition for the third-string quarterback 
spot. Tiller’s competition also is young, so if he wows the coaching staff 
and shows maturity beyond his years he may even get to play. 

Chizik and his coaches produced an impressive group of players with 
their first true recruiting class. They signed 14 players from the talent- 
rich states of Florida and Texas. 

He won't be able to play this season, but running back Johnny “Bo” 
Williams could be the jewel. Williams redshirted his only season at the 
University of Florida and chose ISU over more than a dozen schools. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 


BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive BacksS............c.ccecse0: ATM IFIOUUGED . sacceecccescesctratoranvetetespeas 
Defensive Linemen.............:.++ My PALER ASO. .ccssokcetprucresiertt oer! 
Wide R@CEIVEFS. ......ecccecseseseeee AMT OWA cccozers osaccrtretscotwctve took 


Offensive Linemen ............:0+ 3 Minnesota . 5 
KICK OT Siteciracsscctrosoetes voseccttemreey DISA KANSAS wsessssscscessssesssvscanvercetsiesse 


Lin@bAaGKERS wisssacdvecsisscaseioects DEM INISSOUTT:. Sssccscecececesecvsecssvccs tebe 
MUGHEIEN OSs Seesteremeceerctes rectrrcastes 2 Oklahoma 

Athletes ......sscccssssssssseccssnesessees 1 Alberta, Canada 
Quarterbacks .......c.cecsesseseeeee ah 

RUNNING BaCKS ........ecceseeeereesee 1 

SPOTLIGHT ON... 

GRANT MAHONEY & ZACH GUYER @ Ks 


Grant Mahoney and Zach Guyer will have to grow up quickly at one of the 
most pressurized positions in football. 

The freshmen kickers are stepping into a situation where they are Iowa 
State’s best — and only — options with punter Mike Brandtner the only 
other scholarship kicker on the team’s roster. 

Veteran Bret Culbertson is gone, which may please some who couldn’t 
handle his inconsistency. 

Mahoney and Guyer, both from the state of Iowa, are being expected to 
handle kickoffs and field goals. They may take turns; one may do only 
kickoffs or PATs while the other sits. Who knows? 

“They didn’t want a freshman doing both kickoffs and field goals,” says 
Guyer, who was 11-of-14 with a long of 49 yards as a senior at John- 
ston High School. “I think it’s a good idea. I’m fine with kickoffs, but I 
do want an opportunity to kick field goals. The coaches said they are 
going to put the best guy on the field.” 

Mahoney said ISU coaches pegged him as the team’s field goal guy dur- 
ing recruiting. “Whatever pans out I'll be fine with,” he says. 
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TER'RAN BENTON CB 60" 180 ARLINGTON, TX 
Rated as a 3-star recruit by Rivals.com. Played running back and cornerback dur- 
ing high school career. 


BRAYDEN BURRIS T 67" 250 WICHITA, KS 
Named first-team all-state by the Wichita Eagle and Topeka Capital Journal. 
CARTER BYKOWSKI TE 6'7" 245 EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 
Rated as a 2-star recruit by Rivals.com. 

JASON CARLSON WR 60" 195 NEW HOPE, MN 


Transfer from North Dakota State College of Science. Named the 2007 Region XI 
co-Offensive Player of the Year. 

DARIUS DARKS WR 6'0" 180 AUSTIN, TX 
Played quarterback, wide receiver, running back and safety in high school. Ranked 
as a 3-star recruit by Rivals.com. 

ERNEST FERGUSON LB 6'1" 222 ROYAL PALM BEACH, FL 
Ranked the No. 49 linebacker in the nation by Scout.com. 

ZACH GUYER K 6'3" 180 JOHNSTON, IA 
Named 2007 Iowa Newspapers Association first-team Class 4A All-State kicker. 
KEVIN HAMLIN LB 6'3" 215 JUPITER, FL 
Named the Palm Beach Post Defensive Player of the Year. 

KURT HAMMERSCHMIDT TE 6'5" 236 CHESTERFIELD, MO 
Selected by the coaches as a 2007 first-team all-state defensive end. 
NATHANIEL HARPER ATH 65" 230 AUSTIN, TX 
Caught 56 passes for 730 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. Named by 
Scout.com as the No. 14 prospect in Central Texas. 

SCOTT HAUGHTON G 6'4" 310 SANFORD, FL 
First-team all-conference and all-county selection by the Orlando Sentinel. 
Recorded 77 tackles and 11 sacks as a junior. 

LEONARD JOHNSON CBSé«#S'40"—s= 180 CLEARWATER, FL 
Ranked as a 3-star recruit by Rivals.com. Competed in track and wrestling dur- 
ing high school career. 


SEDRICK JOHNSON wR 6'4" 180 TROUP, TX 
Selected as a Texas Sports Writers Association 2A first-team all-state player. 
CLEYON LAING DE 6'3" 250 EDMONTON, AB 
Nominated for the Haliburton Trophy, given to the best player in Edmonton. 
DUSTIN LAND S 5111" = 200 MILTON, FL 
Honorable mention all-state quarterback by the Florida Sports Writers Association. 
JUDAH LINDER CB 6'0" 170 MIAMI, FL 
Recorded 40 tackles and five interceptions as a senior. 

ROOSEVELT MAGGITT DE 6'2" 215 RIVIERA BEACH, FL 
Selected second-team Class 4A All-State by the Florida Sportswriters Association. 
GRANT MAHONEY K 6'1" 180 MARION, IA 
Put 14-of-22 kickoffs into the end zone for a touchback as a senior. 

JAKE MCDONOUGH DE 65" 250 URBANDALE, 1A 
Selected on the 2007 first-team Iowa Newspaper Association. 

LONZIE RANGE WR 6'3" 190 CARROLLTON, TX 
Suffered a torn ACL prior to senior season. Earned all-district honors as a junior. 
STEPHEN RUEMPOLHAMER ODT 6'3" 285 TULSA, OK 
Recorded 57 tackles and three sacks as a senior. 

JEREMIAH SCHWARTZ RB 514" 230 ORLANDO, FL 
Named to the first-team Florida Sports Writers Association 6A All-State. 
JEROME TILLER QB O63" 185 SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Ranked as the No. 19 rated dual-threat quarterback in the nation by Rivals.com. 
ETHAN TUFTEE G 6'3" 285 DAVENPORT, IA 


Rated as the No. 9 recruit in Iowa by Rivals.com. Selected second-team all-con- 
ference as a junior. 
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HEAD COACH: MARK MANGINO RECORD AT SCHOOL: 37-36 (6 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 37-36 (6 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ED WARININER DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CLINT BOWEN TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


LAWRENCE, KAN. MEMORIAL STADIUM (50,071) A QUICK LOOK AT THE JAYHAWKS 
Kansas’ 12-1 record in 2007 will be nearly 
impossible to repeat. Replacing Big 12 
South foes Oklahoma State, Texas A&M 
and Baylor on the schedule are Oklahoma, 
Texas and Texas Tech. Throw in a tough 
non-conference road game at South 
Florida and a neutral site tilt with Missouri, 
and it’s very likely that Kansas’ record will 


ont ask the Kansas Jayhawks to reminisce about their stunning 12-1 
NATIONAL season that included a legitimate run at a national championship, or 
FORECAST their victory over Virginia Tech in the Orange Bowl. Mark Mangino’s 
players aren't interested. “We're not even going to talk about last year,” 
cornerback Chris Harris says. “We don’t want to get complacent. It’s time to re- 
build and get ready for a new season.” 

“Rebuilding” may be too strong of a term to describe the state of this year’s 
Kansas squad. With nine starters back on defense and one of the country’s top not be as rosy. It also doesn’t help that 
quarterbacks in Todd Reesing, the cupboard in Lawrence is far from bare. Sull, Kansas’ top two underclassmen (Aqib Talib 
with a beefed-up schedule anda handful of stars lost to the NFL Draft, repeat- and Anthony Collins) left early for the NEL 
ing their 2007 heroics will be a tall task for the Jayhawks. 


Draft, or that the Jayhawks graduated a 


Not that they aren’t up for the challenge. trio of superstars in James McClinton, 

“Things aren't just going to happen for us,” Reesing says. “We have to show Marcus Henry and Brandon McAnderson. 
up and make them happen. The Orange Bowl doesn’t mean anything this season. Still, that’s not to say 
We have the players that we need to be great. We just have to make it happen.” squad won't contend for a Big 12 Nort 


title. Nine starters — including all three 
QUARTERBACKS A team is nothing without a strong quarterback, and Kansas linebackers — return for a defense that 


BIG 12 NORTH has 2 oo meet = Reesing, who pane Eieasan poynlderation ates throw- was one of the conference’s best last sea- 
ing for 3,486 yards and 33 touchdowns in his first year as a starter, At 5'11", son. Quarterback is back 
PREDICTION Reesing doesn't have the imposing frame of a Tim Tebow or a Sam Bradford. But after receiving some Heisman mention as 
his ability to elude tacklers and throw on the run enabled Kansas to average a a sophomore. Tailbacks 
league-best 42.8 points in 2007. Reesing threw only seven interceptions last sea- and 
son, the fewest in the Big 12. “When should help make up for the loss of 
youre that size and that Kansas defeated its four non-confer-  1,000-yard rusher McAnderson, and the 
good, you learned how to ence opponents by a total of 191 points Jayhawks return a pair of standout re- 
play a long time ago (214-23) last fall. No surprise, then, that —_ceivers in and : 
without height being an the Jayhawks were often criticized last . Kansas touts one of the best kick 
issue,” offensive coordina- season for playing a soft schedule. —_returners in college football in 
tor Ed Warinner says. “He learned rd, but special teams could still be a 
how to find windows and how to see through defenses and anticipates things. problem with a new kicker and punter. Bot- 
He plays above his height.” Obviously, Reesing needs to stay healthy if Kansas tom line: Kansas should be strong again in 
hopes to maximize its offensive firepower. But it’s not as if the Jayhawks would 2008. But perhaps not as strong. 
be in a world of hurt if backup Kerry Meier were thrust into duty. Meier started 
for Kansas as a freshman in 2006 and completed 25 of his 29 passes in reserve 
duty last fall. 


2 


RUNNING BACKS The competition to replace Brandon McAnderson — the 
Big 12’s third-leading rusher last season — should be stiff. The good thing is that 
the Jayhawks have plenty of viable candidates. Former high school track star Jake 
Sharp gained 821 yards as a sophomore in 2007 and will be No. 1 on the depth 
chart when two-a-days begin in August. At that point he'll be challenged by Joc- 
ques Crawford, who earned National Junior College Offensive Player of the Year 
honors after rushing for 1,935 yards at Cisco (Texas) Junior College. At 6'1" and 
230 pounds, Crawford runs with more power than Sharp, a scat back with 
sprinter's speed, No matter who wins the job, both players should figure promi- 
nently into Kansas’ plans, along with Carmon Boyd-Anderson, one of the gems 
of the Jayhawks’ 2007 recruiting class. 


RECEIVERS Even with the loss of 1,000-yard receiver Marcus Henry, this ap- JAKE SHARP 
pears to be one of KU’s better positions. Senior Dexton Fields has amassed 1,289 
yards and 11 touchdowns over the last two seasons — and he may not even be 


the Jayhawks’ top threat. That honor could go to Dezmon Briscoe, who finished 2008 SCHEDULE 


second on the team in touchdown receptions (seven) as a true freshman in 2007. 


The 6'3" Briscoe was one of the stars of KU’s spring game with eight catches for A. 30 _Florida International W. 
92 yards. The biggest surprise of last year’s receiving corps also returns. Upon los- 2 i Louisiana Tech, y 
ing the quarterback job to Reesing, Meier requested some action at receiver, and S. 20 Ea Ste W 
the move paid off in the form of 26 catches, two touchdowns — and a spot on O 4 aklowa State W 
rh the cover of Sports Illustrated. Look for Bradley Dedeaux to replace the always- 0.11 Colorado W 
dependable Derek Fine at tight end. 0. 18 at Oklahoma L 
* 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Kansas took a hit in the trenches when left tackle An- _ 23 esas Tech W 
thony Collins left for the NFL with a season of eligibility remaining. But Nov gilratNetraskar W 
Mangino said he wouldn't be surprised if Collins’ replacement, 314-pound red- N.15 Texas * 
shirt freshman Jeff Spikes, ended up being the best lineman he’s coached at N. 29 #Missouri * 
Kansas. The loss of four-year starter Cesar Rodriguez at right tackle was also a #Kansas City, MO 


blow, buc Matt Darton was impressive enough to win the job in the spring. The Games in bold represent games crucial to the seisson. 
= W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Reesing, Sharp: Chris Covatta 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 81 Jonathan Wilson (So.) 
WR_ 88 Dexton Fields (Sr.) 
WR_ 80 Dezmon Briscoe (So.) 
LT 74 Jeff Spikes (Fr.) 

LG 66 Adrian Mayes (Sr.) 

C _50 Ryan Cantrell (Sr.) 
RG 79 Chet Hartley (Sr.) 

RT 70 Matt Darton (Sr.) 


TE 87 Bradley Dedeaux (So.) 


QB 5 Todd Reesing (ur) 
RB 1. dake Sharp (Ur) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 81 Russell Brorsen (Sr.) 
DT 94 Caleb Blakesley (ur.) 
DT 72 Todd Haselhorst (Sr.) 
DE 87 John Larson (Sr) 
SLB 12 James Holt (Sr.) 
MLB 8 Joe Mortensen (Sr.) 
WLB 40 Mike Rivera (Sr.) 

CB 24 Kendrick Harper (Sr.) 
CB 16 Chris Harris (So.) 
SS 25 Darrell Stuckey (Jr) 
FS 46 Justin Thornton (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Stephen Hoge (Fr.) 
P Alonso Rojas (ur) 


JOE MORTENSEN 
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85 Rod Harris Jr. (So.) 

89 Tertavian Ingram (So.) 

13 Marcus Herford (Sr) 

63 Tan Wolfe (So.) 

77 Jeremiah Hatch (Fr) 

59 Sal Capra (So.) 

68 Carl Wilson (So.) 

75 Nathan D’Cunha (Jr) 

82 Nick Plato (Fr.) 

10 Kerry Meier (ur.) 
Jocques Crawford (ur) 


91 Jake Laptad (So.) 
97 Richard Johnson ur. (Fr.) 
99 Jamal Greene (So.) 
47 Maxwell Onyegbule (ur.) 
4) Arist Wright (Jr) 
45 Justin Springer (So.) 
58 Jake Schermer (Jr) 
29 Isiah Barfield (Fr.) 
20 Anthony Webb (ur.) 
7 Patrick Resby (Sr.) 
26 Phillip Strozier (So.) 


KR 13 Marcus Herford (Sr) 
PR 20 Anthony Webb (Jr) 


best thing for Kansas is that All-Big 12 can- 
didate Ryan Cantrell returns at center, 
along with guard Chet Hartley, a 310- 
pounder who chose the Jayhawks over 
Florida State out of junior college a year 
ago. Look for Sal Capra and Ian Wolfe to 


play major roles as well. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Jayhawks 
have to feel good about their big uglies 
considering both of the Jayhawks’ defen- 
sive ends — Russell Brorsen and John Lar- 
son — are on the watch list for the Lott 
Award. Still, as good as those players were 
in 2007, the leader of line was tackle James 
McClinton, a first-team All-Big 12 pick 
who graduated in May. Caleb Blakesley 
and Todd Haselhorst don’t have McClin- 
ton’s explosiveness or star power, but they 
have played a significant number of snaps 
in their careers. It also wouldn't be surpris- 
ing if 325-pound incoming freshman Dar- 
ius Parish were asked to provide immediate 


help. 
LINEBACKERS This has been one 


of Kansas’ strongest positions dur- 

ing the last four years, and 2008 

should be no different. All-Big 12 
pick Joe Mortensen returns, along with 
Mike Rivera and James Holt, to lead a de- 
fense that ranked second in the conference 
against the run. Mortensen, who missed 
spring drills because of a knee injury, gar- 
nered most of the hype last season after 
racking up a team-high 106 tackles. But 
the 255-pound Rivera is the player who 
creates the most buzz among NFL scouts 
because of his size and speed. He also seems 
to be at his best during big games. Arist 
Wright, who made 10 tackles in the spring 
game, will also see extensive action in a 
backup role along with Justin Springer. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Kansas’ as- 
cension in last year’s national rank- 

ings brought attention to some of 

its biggest stars — namely corner- 

back Aqib Talib, who became the first Jay- 
hawk since Bruce Kallmeyer in 1983 to 
earn first team All-America honors. “It’s 
weird now, because when we used to walk 
into the locker room, (Talib) was the star,” 
Harris says. “It’s time for new stars now.” 
Indeed, with Talib in the NFL, the Jay- 
hawks need other players to step up, and 
no Jayhawk seems more ready than Harris, 
last season's Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of 
fear. Harris started 10 games as true fresh- 
man in 2007 and intercepted a pass in the 
Orange Bowl. The other corner will be 
manned by Kendrick Harper, who never 
regained full form after sustaining an in- 
jury during August two-a-days that side- 
lined him for five games. Starting safeties 
Darrell Stuckey and Patrick Resby also re- 
turn, but their jobs may not be safe as long 
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KEY JAYHAWKS 


Todd Reesing, QB Already being 
hailed as one of the best signal- 
callers in KU history — and he’s only 
a junior. 

Chris Harris, CB Earned Big 12 Defen- 
sive Newcomer of the Year honors as 
a true freshman last season. 

Joe Mortensen, LB Led team in tack- 
les en route to earning first-team All- 
Big 12 honors. 

Dexton Fields, WR Will combine with 
Dezmon Briscoe to form one of the 
top receiving duos in the league. 
Kerry Meier, WR/QB Jayhawks’ secret 
weapon is a secret no more. 


ON FIELDS 


KEY LOSSES 


Agqib Talib, CB No one can blame All- 
American for leaving for NFL riches 
after junior season. 

James McClinton, DT First-team all- 
league performer was also Jayhawks’ 
inspirational leader. 

Anthony Collins, OL Joined Talib in 
leaving early; void at left tackle will be 
tough to fill. 

Brandon McAnderson, RB Rushed for 
a team-high 1,125 yards in 2007. 
Marcus Henry, WR Posted third-best 
mark in KU history with 1,014 receiv- 
ing yards. 


RISING STAR 


After just one sea- 
son, coach Mark 
Mangino predicted 
that Jeff Spikes 
would become “one 
of the best linemen 
we’ve ever had 
here.” And that was 
just from watching 
him practice. The 
314-pound Spikes redshirted last sea- 
son but now appears on his way to- 
ward becoming Kansas’ starting left 
tackle as a freshman. 


Mortensen, Fields, Holt: Larry Smith 


2008 KANSAS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 70 Darton, Matt 6-6/310 Sr. San Diego, CA DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
17 Lawrence, Tyler 63/217. Fr Shawnee, KS 79 Hartley, Chet 6-4/310 Sr Kingman, KS 36 Bacheyie, Tang 61/211 Sr. Windsor, ON 
10 Meier, Kerry 63/220 ur. Pittsburg, KS 77 Hatch, Jeremiah 63/311 Fr Dallas, TX 29 Barfield, Isiah 60/5 Fr. Haven, KS 
19 Pick, Kale 6-2/200 Fr. Dodge City, KS 66 Mayes, Adrian 63/305 Sr. Manhattan, KS 31 Blackwell, Brian 5-10/196 Fr. Herington, KS 
5 Reesing, Todd 5-11/200 dr. Austin, TX 60 Rodriguez, Jose 6-6/293 ur. LaPuente,CA 30 Davis, Anthony 60/192 Fr. Tulsa, OK 
11 Steward, Ad 6-4/223 Fr. St.Louis, MO 62. Smith, Alex 5-11/280 So. Basehor,KS 27 Dersten, Darin 5-10/179 So. Ford, KS 
74 Spikes, Jeff 66/314 Fr. Painesville,OH 24 Harper, Kendrick 5-9/190 Sr. Hartwell, GA 
RUNG DIES satel HOMETOWN 69 wilson, Carl 6-4/286 So. Redlands,CA 16 Harris, Chris 60/180 So. Bixby, OK 
See es Se Rowett,™X 63 Wolfe, Ian 65/283 So.  FortCollis,CO 39 Moomau, Dustin 6-0/190 Jt Olathe, KS 
32 Boyd-Anderson, Carmon 6-1/200 So. Jacksonville, TX 
- 23 Murphy, Ryan 5-10/174 Fr. Lawrence, KS 
31 Foster, Steven 6-2/235 Fr. Sedgwick, KS DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 7 Resby, Patrick 60/200 Sr Houston, TX 
33 Murphy, Brian 5-8/168 Fr. Lawrence,KS 90 Alspaugh, Richard  6-4/241 Sr. Overland Park, KS 7 —* 
: 26 Strozier, Phillip 60/196 So. Kansas City, MO 
22 Quigley, Angus 6-2/222 dr. Cleburne,TX 94 Blakesley, Caleb 65/290 dr. Ottawa, KS 95 Stuckey, Darrel 61/205 de Kansas City, KS 
1 Sharp, Jake 510/190 Jr. Salina,KS 81 Brorsen, Russell 6-4/240 Sr. Stillwater, OK : ° 
92 Dorsey, Patrick 60/7 Fe Houston, TX 46 Thornten, sin 61/202 Ui. St. Peal MO 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN : 28 Tyler, Eric 6-0/185 Fr. Kansas City, KS 
; +5 99 Greene, Jamal 6-4/301 So. Kansas City, KS 
47 Bw, Matt 5-11/170 So. Wichita, KS 55 Haselhorst,Todd  6-4/290 Sr Olathe, KS 20 Webb, Anthony 60/185 Jr Dallas, TX 
BU Epispte, Demin) eS Dallas, 97 Johnson Ue, Richard 6-2/279 Fr. Jefferson City, MO SPECIALISTS HWT CL HOMETOWN 
SAL Se ON ESS Kearney, NE 9) Laptad, dake 6-4/237 So. Tulsa,0K 56 Anderson, Kayl(LS) 6-2/250 dr Tulsa, OK 
FA a oe a = st ey 87 Larson, John 63/250 Sr. Shawnee Mission, KS 16 Branstetter, Jacob (K) 510/175 Fr. Lawton, OK 
r ae ay ry “7 rane 47 Onyegbule, wat 65/251 dr. Arlington, TX 22 Dayis, Kyle (P) 5-10/200 Jr Overland Park, KS 
= reas a rag a Baas 98 Pessetto, Justin 63/274 So. Shawnee, KS 14 Hoge, Stephen(K)  6-4/216 Fr. Oklahoma City, OK 
: . 96 Spears, Dustin 65/235 dr. Osborne, KS 
13 Herford, Marcus 6-3/208 Sr. DeSoto, TX 84 Wheeler, Jeff 67/260 So. Houston, TX 
89 Ingram, Tertavian  6-0/195 So. Tampa, FL 
6 Lewis, Rell 5-10/198 Fr. Muskogee, OK LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
9 Pendleton, Raimond 5-11/192 dr. Garland, TX 49 Dudley, Drew 6-2/227 So. College Station, TX 
19 Petty, Reece 6-2/195 So. Liberal, KS 53 Heinz, Chris 63/205 Fr. Littleton, CO 
18 Rambo, Xavier 6-0/195 So. Dallas, TX 12 Holt, James 63/222 Sr. Altus, OK 
81 Wilson, Johnathan  6-3/187 So. Houston, TX 52 Johnson, Steven 6-2/225 Fr. Media, PA 
51 Lewis, Dakota 61/202 So. Sulphur, OK 
ene HIPWT. Ch) _- HOMETOWN 5 ortencen, Woe W61/250,. Se Concord, CA 
87 Dedeaux, Bradley  6-3/249 So. Midwest La 44 Oguntodu, Olaitan 6-0/220 Jr Mesquite, TX 
ede Ay te Towa City TA 57 Peterman, Chea 62/212 Fr _NLittle Rock, AR 
82 Plato, Nick 6-6/228 Fr. Edwardsville, IL 40 Rivera, Mike 63/255 Sr. Shawnee Mission, KS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN = HI/WT == CL HOMETOWN 58 Schermer, Jake 62/220 dr Nixa, MO 
50 Cantrell, Ryan 63/295 Sr. Sugar Land,TX 45 Springer, Justin 6-4/232 So. Los Fresnos, TX 
59 Capra, Sal 63/290 So.  KansasCity,MO 41 Wright, Arist 60/220 dr. Houston, TX 


75 D'Cunha, Nathan 6-6/307 dr. Campbelltown, Australia 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECORD: 12-1 (7-1 BIG 12) PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT Todd Reesing 446 276 3,486 33 7 
S. 1 Central Michigan Ww 52-7 46,815 Kerry Meier 29 25 275 3 0 
S. 8 SELouisiana Ww 62— 0 43,914 RUSHING ATT yps AVG 1D 
S.15 Toledo Ww 45-13 48,112 Brandon McAnderson 190 1,125 5.9 16 
S.22 Florida International Ww 55-3 42,134 Jake Sharp 147 821 5.6 7 
. = : eo Sate i aa rates RECEIVING REC YDS «AVG ‘TD 

an oa nee oe Dexton Fields 63 834 132 6 
0.20 at Colorado W ® 1, Marcus Henry 54 1,014 188 10 
: f fren S i nae ye Dezmon Briscoe 43 49 «SS 

; tat oi F 
eh ae 39, Kicking: Scott Webb, 18-26 FGs, 66-67 XPs, 120 points 
N.17 Iowa State WwW 45-7 51,050 

- - Tackles: Joe Mortensen, 106; James Holt, 99 
N. 24 Missouri L 36-28 80,537 
arene Sacks: Maxwell Onyegbule, 3.5 

J. 3. #Virginia Tech Ww 24-21 74,111 


Interceptions: Justin Thornton, 2; Aqib Talib, 2 
#Orange Bowl 


Returning Players in Bold 
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as Justin Thornton is lurking in the background. Thornton tied Talib for the team lead in in- 
terceptions last season with five and filled in admirably when Resby was injured near the end 
of the season. Safeties Olaitan Oguntodu and Phillip Strozier could also play significant roles. 


SPECIALISTS Marcus Herford was named the conference's Special Teams Player of the Year 
after tallying a school-record 888 yards in kickoff returns. He'll be back in 2008, but other 
than that Kansas’ special teams are a huge question mark. Placekicker Scott Webb has grad- 
uated, along with Kyle Tucker, a four-year starter at punter. Kansas signed one of the top 
junior college punters in America, Alonso Rojas, to replace Tucker. But Webb's replacement, 
Stephen Hoge, missed a 34-yard field goal in the spring game, and Rell Lewis muffed a pair 
of punt returns. True freshman Daymond Patterson is expected to challenge Lewis and oth- 
ers for that job. 


| ii 


. 


Se 


 . aa 
SCOUTING THE JAYHAWKS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KANSAS ‘(Todd Reesing) is a guy that may not have the typical at- 
tributes of what you look for in a prototypical quarterback, but bottom line is that he’s 
tough and he’s a leader. The fruition of four or five years of recruiting has paid off for them. 
Their defense was one of the highlights of their team, even if you take away (Aqib) Talib or 
one of the big names they had. They were very disciplined. ... Against their offense you’ve 
got to have great disguise. They are tough, hard-nosed, workmanlike players. The quarter- 
back is not real flashy, but they’ve got the big, pretty receivers and two or three running 
backs. They’ll be good. ... What Kansas did was give everybody in America hope that you 
can go from 6-6 to 12-1. Every program across the country is looking at them, saying, ‘If 
they can do it, we can do it’ Probably one of the most impressive years, of any team. And it 
wasn’t like a miracle. Everybody had their role and everybody filled their role. ... Mark 
Mangino never flinched, despite some doubters and some criticism. He’s got a philosophy. 
He believes in it. He understands the process. ... They did a terrific job of recruiting some 
young skill guys that not a lot of other people recruited and did a good job of developing 
them. I think they’ve done a really good job of putting playmakers in the right position.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Kansas’ new, $32 million foot- 
ball facility was scheduled to open Aug. 1 
adjacent to Memorial Stadium. Complete 
with coaches’ offices, training and weight 
rooms, locker rooms, meeting rooms and 
an adjoining practice field, the building will 
allow the Jayhawks to conduct all of their 
football matters in one location, which 
wasn’t the case before. 


One of the biggest sur- 
prises of the 2007 season was the success 
of backup quarterback Kerry Meier at re- 
ceiver. Meier caught 26 passes for 274 
yards and a pair of touchdowns and fig- 
ures to play an even more prominent role 
this fall. He’ll continue to serve as the Jay- 
hawks’ No. 2 signal-caller. 


Notable position switches in- 
clude Gary Green from defensive back to 
receiver, Ryan Murphy from receiver to de- 
fensive back and Phillip Strozier from cor- 
nerback to safety. 


Key players missing spring drills 
with injuries included linebacker Joe 
Mortensen, safety Justin Thornton and 
center Ryan Cantrell. 


Former Kansas cornerback 
Aqib Talib became the first Jayhawks 
player selected in the first round of the 
NFL Draft since Dana Stubblefield in 1993. 
In fact, 2008 marked the first time since 
2005 that a Kansas player has been se- 
lected anywhere in the draft. 


To make up for the depar- 
ture of Bill Young, Kansas hired Joe Bob 
Clements to coach the Jayhawks’ defen- 
sive line. He held the same position at San 
Diego State for the past two seasons. 
Clements played for Kansas State from 
1994-98 when Mark Mangino was an as- 
sistant coach. Also added to Kansas’ staff 
is receivers coach David Beatty, who 
served in the same position at Rice the last 
two seasons. He also coordinated the 
Owls’ passing game. Beatty replaces Tim 
Beck, who left to join Bo Pelini’s staff at 
Nebraska. 


Kansas moved its 
game at South Florida from Sept. 13 to 
Sept. 12 to capitalize on an opportunity to 
play on national television. The Friday night 
clash between the Jayhawks and Bulls will 
be shown on ESPN2. 


So popular is Jayhawks 
coach Mark Mangino in Kansas City that he 
was asked to throw out the first pitch at 
the Royals’ home opener on April 8. 


Briscoe: Chris Covatta 
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2008 SIGNEES 


Even after finishing 12—1 and winning the Orange Bowl, Mark Mangino 
still wasn’t able to land a Top 25 class. Not that it matters. 

Mangino resurrected Kansas’ entire program with a team of players 
who were hardly among the nation’s most sought-after recruits coming 
out of high school. In other words, Mangino has an eye for talent — 
and an ability to develop it. 

Perhaps that’s why he’s so excited about a class that includes lineman 
Nathan D’Cunha, a 6'6", 307-pound Aussie who is still learning the dif- 
ferences between American and Australian football. Tailback Jocques 
Crawford will likely contribute immediately after being named the Na- 
tional Junior College Offensive Player of the Year last season, when he 
rushed for 1,935 yards. 

As far as high school signees, don’t be surprised if Daymond Patterson 
contends for punt return duties as a true freshman. Kansas’ coaches 
are also high on 325-pound defensive tackle Darius Parish, who chose 
the Jayhawks over Nebraska, Oklahoma State and Wisconsin. Parish is 
one of four signees who weigh 300 pounds or more. The signee who may 
have the biggest impact, though, is 
punter Alonso Rojas, a junior col- 
lege transfer who will take over 
for four-year starter Kyle Tucker. 
The Jayhawks signed only two re- 
ceivers, Patterson and Rod Harris. 
And this year’s haul included only 
one recruit from the Kansas City 
area — athlete Sean Ransburg. 
Still, most recruiting analysts 
agree that Mangino’s latest class 
is his best and most balanced 
since he arrived at Kansas seven 
years ago. 


BY POSITION BY STATE, COUNTRY 

Offensive Linemen .........-.:-se+0 ARMMETOXAS  dertsscrncdsdensssscerestsacencastcote 7 
Defensive Lineme............-0+00 MICAS Sts sccatassacsvanssecsaccopsecam ect 4 
Defensive BackS.......c.ceseeseree Stas MISSOUMelcsscsassesnevvcccesatinacncoaae 2 
TIGHE ENGSscctrecccssoseettrevcesens scsces SUES RIONI CA eecccacessdesssuvesccepchencoanaaped 1 
Wide R@CEIVEFS ......ecesesseeneeees 2 Illinois... rib 
AthlOtOS vc. scciseccccsctoasarerntoataresen TR NEDFASK Eis cc casccsnsscssssscascos saree 1 
LINEDACKELS .......eeseccsesecesseeseees DRPMAOMIO' cccetestzecssvoncttsctvensaspsonnecets 1 
PUNLORS esccccsvecvssvescecvenvanctstscass ROK aN OM Ate esceccsaesosceseseersseseveves 1 
Quarterback ........secsessesescesecseee 1 _ TEMNESSEE ......esecsessececsecsessesees 1 
RUNNING BackS .......cssseesersereees 1 


RUSTE Avert sscesoscerssvecedensesveniece 1 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 


JOCQUES CRAWFORD ¢ RB « MEMPHIS, TN 

Crawford was one of the most sought-after running back prospects in 
the country the summer before his senior season at Cordova High School 
in Memphis. It was then that a 15-year-old girl accused Crawford of sex- 
ual assault. Crawford, who spent 23 days in jail, denied the charge and 
eventually pleaded down to a misdemeanor. Still, the situation forced 
most recruiters to back off, and Crawford eventually signed with Texas 
Tech. After failing to qualify academically, Crawford enrolled at Cisco 
(Tex.) Junior College, where he was named the National Offensive Player 
of the Year following a 2007 season in which he rushed for 1,935 yards. 
With his younger brother, Aaron, vying to become Texas Tech’s starting 
tailback, the 6'L", 230-pound Crawford opted for Kansas, where he’ll 
battle Jake Sharp and Carmon Boyd-Anderson for immediate playing 
time. “I’m very appreciative of Kansas and the things they did to check 
into the real story,” Crawford says. 
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TIM BIERE TE 614" 240 OMAHA, NE 
Selected first-team All-Super State as a senior. Earned Nike Camp MVP honors 
and received all-state honors as a defensive back by the Omaha World Herald. 

GREG BROWN CB 5111" 164 CEDAR HILL, TX 
Ranked as a top 100 player in Texas by Rivals.com. An all-district first-team cor- 
nerback as a senior. 

JOCQUES CRAWFORD RB 6'1" 230 MEMPHIS, TN 
Transfer from Cisco (Texas) Junior College. Named the 2007 NJCAA junior college 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

NATHAN D’'CUNHA OL 66" 307 AUSTRALIA 
Transfer from Santa Barbara Community College. A member of the 2005 Aus- 
tralian national team. 

ROD HARRIS JR. WR 62" 200 BRYAN, TX 
Transfer from Blinn (Texas) College. Finished 2007 season with 23 receptions for 
317 yards and two touchdowns. 

TANNER HAWKINSON TE 6'6" 245 MCPHERSON, KS 
Named conference offensive MVP and selected to the Kansas Shrine Bowl as a 
senior. 

BEN LUEKEN T 6'6" 300 ST. LOUIS, MO 
An all-conference selection for three consecutive seasons. Earned All-Metro St. 
Louis first-team honors as a senior. 


TREVOR MARRONGELLI T 6'4" 285 ROLLING ROCK, TX 
Earned All-County honors and did not allow a sack as a senior. 
DJ. MARSHALL DE = 6'4" 230 MESQUITE, TX 


Collected 29 tackles in only six games during senior year. Selected to the Ri- 
vals.com Texas Top 100. 

DARIUS PARISH DT 6'4" 325 WICHITA, KS 
Ranked as the No. 58 defensive tackle by Rivals.com. Earned all-city honors for 
junior and senior seasons. 

DAYMOND PATTERSON wR 59" 175 MESQUITE, TX 
Caught 69 passes for 826 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. Selected for the 
Rivals.com Texas top 100. 

KALE PICK QB '2" 200 DODGE CITY, KS 
Threw 19 touchdowns and 1,779 yards and was selected as his team’s offensive 
MVP as a junior. 

NICK PLATO TE 6'6" 228 EDWARDSVILLE, IL 
Selected as a Super 30 recruit in the St. Louis area. Caught 10 passes for 221 
yards as a senior. 

CORRIGAN POWELL CB 510" 161 GARLAND, TX 
Recorded 62 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. Had 92 tackles in junior 
season, a school record for a defensive back. 

SEAN RANSBURG ATH = 6'1" 195 HARRISONVILLE, MO 
Selected as the Class 3 Player of the Year and named the Kansas City Star All- 
Metro Player of the Year as a senior. 


JOSH RICHARDSON LB 6'4" 200 DUBLIN, OH 
Posted 64 tackles and one interception as a senior. 
ALONSO ROJAS P 6'3" 195 KILLIAN, FL 


Averaged 35.6 yards per punt as a freshman at Bowling Green in 2006. Spent 
2007 season at a junior college. 

LUBBOCK SMITH CB 5111" 190 DALLAS, TX 
Selected for a Dallas Morning News Player of the Week honor. Selected first- 
team all-district as a senior. 


JOHN WILLIAMS T 6'4" 335 TULSA, OK 
Earned first-team al-state honors by Tulsa World and Rivals.com. 
DUANE ZLATNIK DE 6'4" 260 ROSSVILLE, KS 


Named first-team all-state by the Topeka Capital Journal. 
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HEAD COACH: RON PRINCE RECORD AT SCHOOL: 12-13 (2 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 12-13 (2 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE BROCK DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: T)M TIBESAR 
MANHATTAN, KAN. BILL SNYDER FAMILY STADIUM (50,000) 


he greatest stretch in Kansas State football history was built in part by 
junior college transfers who made a difference. It looks like the Wildcats 
are banking on similar results a decade later. K-State signed 19 junior 
college players, and if that sounds like a lot, it is. 
It could be construed as coach Ron Prince pushing the panic button for a pro- 
gram that lost its final four games en route to a 5—7 finish. Or, it could be seen 
as copying previous coach Bill Snyder's blueprint, an idea that in time elevated 
K-State to the threshold of the national championship game in 1998. Snyder 
signed 12 junior college players in 1997, one of them quarterback Michael 
Bishop, who propelled the Wildcats to new heights. 
As for any criticism that he is seeking a quick fix or taking a major gamble, 
Prince isn’t fazed one bit. 
“I don’t care what people say or think anyhow,” he says. “My obligation is to 
put the team together and what’s coming down the road.” 
Which incoming junior college players are expected to make the greatest im- 
pact immediately? 
Defensive lineman Daniel Calvin from Bakersfield (Calif) College could pro- 
vide much-needed help for a unit that was too elastic up the middle last year. He 
was a junior college All-American. Wide receiver Adrian Hilburn has speed sim- 
ilar to current Wildcat Deon Murphy. Hilburn starred at City College of San 
Francisco. Linebacker Ulla Pomele from Santa Rosa (Calif.) Junior College 
recorded 11 tackles for a loss in 2007. Another linebacker who might help is 
Hansen Sekona from College of San 
Mateo (in California). 
One of the newcomers, offensive af 
lineman Wade Weibert from Butler 
County (Kan.) Community College, —— 
hopes those who question Prince’s re- 
cruiting strategy give him a chance. 
“People have this negative image about jucos. I don’t see it as a bad thing,” 
Weibert says. “I got to play against a defensive tackle (Troy Epps from Coffeyville 
Community College) that’s going to Florida. | practiced every day against a guy 
that’s going to Louisville (Tyler Jessen). I'm not worried.” 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


64 


BIG 12 NORTH 
PREDICTION 


The Wildcats have had a losing record 
in three of the past four seasons. This 
follows a stretch of 11 consecutive 
non-losing seasons at K-State. 


QUARTERBACKS No doubt here who is No. 1. That's the guy who wears No. 1. 
Junior Josh Freeman set a school record with 3,353 passing yards last season. He 
completed 63.3 percent of his passes with 18 touchdowns, and perhaps more im- 
portant he reduced his interception total to 11 after getting picked off 15 times as 
a freshman. Freeman could discover just how good he is this season. He won't 
have All-America wide receiver Jordy Nelson to throw to any longer. Freeman, 
though, doesn’t feel any added pressure. “It doesn’t come down to me. It comes 
down to what the whole offense is doing,” Freeman says. It will be interesting to 
see how Freeman responds to new quarterbacks coach Warren Ruggiero. He comes 
from Elon, where he served as offensive coordinator. “We're analyzing the things 
he needs to do to go from being a good player to a great player,” Ruggiero says. 
“He knows what he has to work on to get to the next level — and I think that is 
to just be a pure and comfortable footwork quarterback. When you have the phys- 


fundamentally with the rest of your body and still get the ball where it needs to 
go at times. Whereas if you discipline yourself to make yourself perfect funda- 
mentally, you can even be that much better and hit more throws and be more ac- 
curate. And that’s what we're working on.” K-State has three other signal-callers 
on scholarship, including sophomore Carson Coffman, who saw action in four 
games. Redshirt freshman Tysyn Hartman is considered very athletic and could 
push Coffman. 


RUNNING BACKS Junior Leon Patton took a step backward last season, but K- 
State hopes he plays more like he did as a freshman. Patton enters this season as 
K-State’s only running back with experience. As a sophomore, he often played be- 
hind James Johnson, and rushed for 390 yards and four touchdowns. As a fresh- 
man, Patton rushed for 609 yards. Incoming junior college transfer Daniel 
Thomas could put the heat on Patton, and redshirt freshmen Dee Bell and Justin 
Woods are speedy players who might have a say in what happens in the backfield. 
Prince hopes somebody makes some noise. “I’m not settled at all on the posi- 
tion,” Prince says. “I don’t feel we have any answers there from a competitive 
standpoint. I know you can’t go through a season with just one running back.” 


ical talent to throw the ball the way he does, you can get away with certain things — 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE WILDCATS 
K-State took a step backward in coach 
Ron Prince’s second season. After he 
guided the Wildcats to a bowl as a rookie, 
Prince’s team fell to 5-7 in 2007, be- 
trayed by a defense that must vastly im- 
prove if K-State wants to be in the bow! 
conversation for 2008. The Wildcats will 
be hard-pressed to win six games, largely 
because of a road schedule that has them 
playing at Louisville, Texas A&M, Col- 
orado, Kansas and Missouri. Bottom line: 
The defense stunk. Nebraska exposed it 
as much as anyone with 73 points and 
702 yards. Moving standout Ian Campbell 
from linebacker to his old position of de- 
fensive end will help, but stopping the run 
is where K-State has to improve if it plans 
On going bowling. The offense will rely 
heavily on junior quarterback Josh Free- 
man to guide a unit that lost its best 
player (wide receiver Jordy Nelson) and 
still has some question marks along the 
line. New offensive coordinator Dave 
Brock, who is known to like the spread of- 
fense, could open it up. He’ll use speedy 
receiver Deon Murphy in many ways. 
Running back Leon Patton has to produce 
because he may be all there is at that 
spot. The special teams issue is finding a 
new punter. That, however, is the least of 
K-State’s worries. The defense will dic- 
tate how far the Wildcats go. 


"LEON PATION- 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 NorthTexas W 
S. 6 Montana State MW 
S.17 at Louisville va 
S. 27 UL Lafayette LW. 
0. 4 TexasTech nt 
0.11 atTexasA&M | Tih 
0.18 at Colorado J 
0. 25 Oklahoma L 
N. 1 atKansas monn 1 
N. 8 at Missouri L 
N.15 Nebraska a 
N. 22 Towa State Ww 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates 2 projected win or loss 
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Freeman:Chris Covatta; Patton: Larry Smith 


ao» 


BUSH 


FR 


KANSAS STATE QB 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) | RECEIVERS How do you replace a con- 
WR 87 Deon Murphy (Sr) sensus All-American like Nelson? Free- 
WR 5 Ernie Pierce (Sr.) man believes K-State can. “Not having 


KEY WILDCATS 


Josh Freeman, QB Junior set five 
school passing records and brings a 


Aubrey Quarles (ur) 
7 Lamark Brown (So.) 


WR 82 Adrian Hilburn (Jr) 88 Cedric Wilson (Sr) Jordy, I mean, people come, people go. . 

LT 78 Alesana Alesana (Sr.) Edward Prince (Ur) Nobody even thinks about Jordy any- veteran pr ene Can he improve on 
LG 74 Wade Weibert (ur) 76 Brock Unruh (Jr) more,” Freeman says. “I mean, he’s doing the deep pass? , 

C 79 Jordan Bedore (Sr) 54 Trevor Viers (Jr) his thing. We're all proud of him. But as lan Campbell, DE Solid pass rusher 
RG 73 Gerard Spexarth (Sr) __ 64 Nick Stringer (Jr) far as our team now, I feel like our re- excelled at this position before mov- 
RT 63 Ben Liu (Sr.) 72 Kaleb Drinkgern (Fr.) ceiving corps overall is going to be better ing to linebacker in 2007. No question 
TE 85 Jeron Mastrud (Jr.) 80 Brett Alstatt (Sr) than it was last year.” Freeman exudes he’s the anchor of the defense. 

QB 1 dosh Freeman (Jr) 14 Carson Coffman (So.) confidence in Deon Murphy, who did Deon Murphy, WR Big 12’s Offensive 
RB 9 Leon Patton (Jr.) Daniel Thomas (Jr.) Newcomer of the Year caught 57 


not participate in spring football in order 


to improve his academic standing. Mur- passes for 605 yards and averaged 


DEFENSE (6) 


DE 98 lan Campbell (Sr:) Brandon Harold (Fr.) phy is the top returning receiver with 57 17.5 yards on punt returns (third in 
NT 92 Brandon Balkcom (Sr.) 52 Xzavier Stewart (So.) catches for 605 yards and five touch- the nation). 
DE 97 Chidubamu Abana (Sr) Jack Hayes (Jr) downs. Other options include Lamark Joshua Moore, DB Moore missed all of 


LB 90 Eric Childs (ur.) 

LB 39 John Houlik (Jr) 
LB 53 Reggie Walker (Sr.) 
LB 56 Olu Hall (So.) 

CB 6 Blair Irvin (ur) 

CB 4 Josh Moore (So.) 
SS 21 Gary Chandler (Sr.) 
FS 30 Chris Carney (ur) 


51 Ulla Pomele (ur) 
43 Antwon Moore (Sr.) 
20 Courtney Herndon (Jr) 
50 Hansen Sekona (ur) 
3 Billy McClellan (Ur) 
23 Ray Cheatham (Sr.) 
36 Andrew Erker (Sr.) 
24 DarhnazTigner (So.) 


2007 with academic issues after com- 
ing off a superb freshman season in 
which he started the last five games. 
Leon Patton, RB Patton is the most 
experienced running back but gained 
only 390 yards last season after total- 
ing a school freshman-record 609. 


Brown, Ernie Pierce and Cedric Wilson. 
Hilburn and fellow junior college trans- 
| fers Aubrey Quarles, Attrail Snipes and 
_ Brandon Banks could make an impact. 
' Tight end Jeron Mastrud had 30 recep- 
tions for 316 yards and is a big target. 


_ OFFENSIVE LINEMEN A question mark 


SPECIAL TEAMS | a year ago, the offensive line actually has 
K 16 Brooks Rossman (Sr.) KR 9 Leon Patton (Ur) experience this time around. Senior center 


e BEDE ero) PR 87Deon Murphy (Sr) Jordan Bedore is the anchor with 22 career 
— starts. Tackle Alesana Alesana got the hang 
a iain of it after a slow start, and tackle Ben Liu 
REGGIE WALKER showed as much improvement as anybody. 


Gerard Spexarth started all 12 games last 
year. Penisini Liu started 10 games at right 
tackle. Weibert may step right in after 
helping Butler County go undefeated. 
Trevor Viers played center when Bedore 
was out, and could help just about any- 
where on the line. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN If there is an area 
of concern on this side of the ball, it’s on 
the line. No wonder Ian Campbell, one of 
the Wildcats’ top defensive players, is re- 
turning to his old spot at defensive end 
after spending much of 2007 at linebacker. 
He hopes to get assistance from promising 
sophomore tackle Xzavier Stewart and sen- 
ior Brandon Balkcom. Calvin will be 
counted on to contribute soon. Senior 
Chidubamu Abana and sophomore Gabe 
Crews have some experience and need to 
take it up a notch. 


KEY LOSSES 


Jordy Nelson, WR Nelson was a first- 
team All-American, catching 122 passes 
for 1,606 yards and 11 touchdowns. 
James Johnson, RB The Wildcats will 
miss his skills (1,106 yards, 6.4 aver- 
age, 12 touchdowns). 

Tim Reyer, P His 44.5-yard average, 
including 22 out of 58 inside the 20, 
will be sorely missed. 

Justin Roland, LB Second-leading 
tackler (70) served as one of few 
bright spots for a linebacking corps 
that took a lot of the criticism for a de- 
fense that stumbled down the stretch. 
Marcus Watts, FS Injuries throughout 
his career prevented him from playing 
up to his potential. 


RISING STAR 


Running back Keithen . 7 
Valentine is a walk-on 
from Mississippi Delta 
College who opened 
eyes in the spring game 
with 104 yards rushing in 
15 carries. “The coaches 
looked at each other, and 


LINEBACKERS Two players who saw sig- 
nificant action last year, John Houlik and 
Reggie Walker, may find themselves in a 
battle for playing time. That’s because 
Pomele and Sekona are projected standouts 
who could make names for themselves. 
The comeback of Antwon Moore, who 
played only the first two games last season 
before being injured, is worth watching. 
He was a solid contributor in 2006, and if 
he’s back to form, may be a force. Eric 
Childs is back after making nine starts. oer a 
Don't be surprised if Virginia transfer Olu it’s like, ‘So much for re- : 
Hall is a starter. Chris Patterson, if he gets cruiting, right?’ ” Coach Ron Prince 
his grades in order, brings experience. said. 
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Campbell, Walker: Larry Smith 


QUARTERBACKS 


2008 KANSAS STATE ROSTER 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 67 Mayfield, Kenneth  6-4/311 So. Randallstown, MD DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
14 Coffman, Carson —6-3/200 So. Peculiar, MO. 68 Rooker, Brad 6-6/288 Sr. Omaha, NE 35 Alexander, Heath 5-11/190 dr. Satanta, KS 
1 Freeman, Josh 6-6/250 Jr. Kansas City,MO 73 Spexarth,Gerard  6-6/285 Sr. Colwich, KS 25. Boswell, Craig 62/190 dt. Onaga, KS 
2 Hartman, Tysyn 6-2/190 Fr. Wichita, KS 64 Stringer, Nick 6-6/265 Jr. Topeka, KS 30. Carney, Chris 61/185 dr. Denver, CO 
15 Scott, Trey 6-2/200 Fr Shawnee, KS 76 Unruh, Brock 65/295 Jr. Corpus Christi, TX 21 Chandler, Gary 5-11/195 Sr. Wichita, KS 
Sinaineeeieee are nal CREA 54 Viers, Trevor 6-5/265 dr. Windom, KS 23 Cheatham, Ray 60/185 Sr. El Dorado, AR 
Ae Porn t iis 70 Ward, Nick 6-1/280 Fr. Andale, KS 36 Erker, Andrew 6-1/187 Sr. Olathe, KS 
hae ‘ anes"? 74 Weibert, Wade 65/300 dr Hillsboro, KS 15. Hollis, Kevin 511/205 dt Gilmer, TX 
21 Delarue, Frank 58/193 Fr. Wichita, KS r : 
6 Irvin, Blair 5-11/185 dr. Patterson, LA 
40 Kenner, Rodney 5-10/202 Fr. Olathe, KS DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 29 Johnson, Otis 50/171 de Houston, TX 
9 Patton, Leon 5-7/187 ur. Dallas,TX 97 Abana,Chidubamu  6-7/295 Sr. _Virginia Beach, VA ; : = * 
; 22 Matthews, Kendrick 5-10/180 So. Fresno, TX 
35 Woods, Justin 5-10/180 Fr. Shawnee,KS 92 Balkcom,Brandon  6-0/278 Sr. Hazel Crest, IL 
- 3 McClellan, Billy 59/180 dr. Torrance, CA 
98 Campbell, Ian 6-5/242 Sr. Cimarron, KS 
RECEIVERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN ‘ 4 Moore, Joshua 5-11/187 So. Pompano Beach, FL 
93 Crews, Gabriel 6-2/302 So. Jonesboro, GA ; ¥ 
7 Brown, Lamark 63/215 So. Hazelwood, MO : as 13 Stryker, Adrian 61/197 Jr Valley Heights, KS 
- 55 Faustin, Vlad 6-2/250 Sr. Miami, FL 
24 Harrison, Stephen 5-11/178 So. Dallas, TX ; : 24 Tigner, Darhnaz 62/200 So. Pompano Beach, FL 
tn A FT Agd aie lew ranean 94 Guidry, Raphael 6-4/240 Fr. Texas City, TX 
: =a — snes - a aie 96 Kirk, Payton 6-6/240 Fr Liberty, MO SPECIALISTS HTWT CL HOMETOWN 
= 7 ee Sa = = oa 52 Stewart, Xzavier  6-1/275 So. Chicago, IL 62 Adams, Corey (IS)  6-4/230 So. Monument, CO 
: ee are —- as 57 Yemm, Pete 63/240 Sr Overland Park, KS 19 Cherry, Josh(K) 61/170 So. McCook, NE 
31 Ae 5-11/167 is : ats NE LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL Mi Soe EN aa seas 
og or eee me eae aa oes HOMETOWN 16 Parker, Jared (K)  S:11/198. St. Ankeny, TA 
ga Core u elelas Eee Nis x detmore, KS 16 Rossman, Brooks (K) 60/178 Sr San Diego, CA 
88 Wilson, Cedric 61/190 Sr Fort Pierce, FL 90 Childs, Eric 63/227 dt. Arlington, TX 
84 Wykes, Matt 6-2/212 Jr. ConwaySprings,KS 42 Diehl, Ross 62/215 dh. Castle Rock, CO 
; Fr. , 
nanos mm ck omy Zin fen 
80 Alstatt, Brett 6-4/224 Sr. Hays, KS : ; ; 
20 Herndon, Courtney 5-11/206 dr. Dallas, TX 
41 Cuba, Jayson 6-2/216 Fr. Newton, KS : : 
59 Hertzog, Brian 5-10/200 Fr. Lee's Summit, MO 
47 Gantz, Gabe 6-6/238 So. Perry, KS - — 
: 39 Houlik, John 5-11/215 dr. Wichita, KS 
49 Mack, Jeremy 6-4/210 Fr. Blue Springs, MO . 
47 Hrebec, Alex 60/235 Fr. St. Louis, MO 
85 Mastrud, Jeron 66/250 Jr. Beaverton, OR : 
i Seiwa barn) SIUEB Se Cowaysnasks mea Sg Kotor 3S 
YoPrngS. "> 31 Kroeker, Brady «61/215. Sr Shawnee, KS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 44 McGhee, Davyon 510/225 So. Houston, TX 
78 Alesana, Alesana —-6-4/286 Sr. Malie,W.Samoa 43 Moore, Antwon §-10/210 Sr. Ponca City, OK 
75 Aufner, Clyde 67/260 ‘Fr. Raymore, MO Patterson, Chris 63/215 Sr. Chicago, IL 
79 Bedore, Jordan 63/297 Sr. Goodland, KS 51 Pomele, Ulla 61/235 dr. Santa Rosa, CA 
66 Benoit, Eric 6-4/306 dr. Church Point, LA 38 Reed, Jack 6-0/208 dr. Gloucester, MA 
72 Drinkgern, Kaleb 66/270 Fr. Bremen, KS 45 Rohleder, Kevin 6-1/205 So. Wichita, KS 
77 Freeze, Colten 67/270 Fr. Liberty,MO 57 Rosel,MacKenzie 61/215 dr. Liberal, KS 
59 Kendall, Zach 63/285 So. Peculiar, MO 50 Sekona, Hansen 6-0/230 dr. San Mateo, CA 
63 Liu, Penisini 6-6/325 Sr. Sacramento, CA 53 Walker, Reggie 6-1/231 Sr. Sacramento,CA  JERON MASTRUD 
RECORD: 5-7 (3-5 BIG 12) PASSING AlT COMP YDS 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE ATT Josh Freeman 499 316 3,353 18 11 
S. 1 at Auburn L 23-13 86,439 Carson Coffman 5 3 gos GE 0 
S. 8 San Jose State Ww 34-14 45,545 RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
S.15 Missouri State W 61-10 46,825 James Johnson 174 1,106 64 12 
5.29 at Texas Ww 4]-21 84,864 Leon Patton 83) a 8390" PATS 
0. 6 Kansas L 30-24 50,924 RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
0.13 Colorado Ww 47-20 46,637 Jordy Nelson 122 = 1,606 eye bt 
0.20 at Oklahoma State L 41-39 41,725 ae tee x e ue ; 
ames vonnson i 
E - 45,959 
Wa e 2 oe: Jeron Mastrud 30. ‘36 105, 70 
N. 3 at Iowa State L 31-20 45,551 Gacitnn Beatle Ke 39-08 FG 44-4 MPS ALO DOE 
icking: Brooks Rossman, 22- is, 44- s, points 
A N k L — " : ; 
eth at oie : es} ese at Tackles: Justin McKinney, 74; Justin Roland, 70 
N.17 Missouri L 49-32 48,406 Sacks: lan Campbell, 4.5 
N. 24 at Fresno State L 45-29 34,671 Interceptions: Chris Carney, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS There's potential at cornerback. There better be. K-State lost three key 
players at that spot, so it’s up to Josh Moore, who was academically ineligible last year, and 
junior college transfers Blair Irvin and Billy McClellan to step right in. Safeties Chris Car- 
ney (team-high four interceptions) and Gary Chandler (54 tackles) had their moments in 
2007. The secondary should get a lift from Andrew Erker, Ray Cheatham and Courtney 
Herndon, all of whom have experience. 


SPECIALISTS The big question is, who will be the punter? It appears junior college transfer 
George Pierson, who was scheduled to arrive in the fall, may be that guy. Senior kicker Brooks 
Rossman tied the single-season record with 22 field goals. He made 18-of-19 from 40 yards 
or closer. K-State ranked first in the nation in punt returns (22.53 yards per) but 90th in kick- 
off returns (19.73). 


DEON MURPHY 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KANSAS STATE “The quarterback (Josh Freeman) is a good player. 
He’s not a great athlete, but he’s a good athlete that makes enough plays to threaten you. 
... On offense, they were pretty conservative. ... They’ve had a bunch of coaching 
changes. There’s some turmoil internally. ... On defense, they play hard and they take a 
lot of chances. Sometimes, they put nine or 10 guys in the box and make you beat them by 
throwing it. ... Their defensive line is good. Ian Campbell is a very good player. They’re 
solid up front, very long. I remember seeing them in pregame and thinking they’re a 
great-looking team. ... Kansas State was probably the hardest-effort team we played. 
They were just relentless. It was fun to watch them run to the ball on defense. ... I’m not 
sure about what they’re doing signing all those junior college kids. They better have a 
plan, but I’m not sure what it is. There’s a danger there, obviously. Once you start going 
juco heavy, you’ve got to continue to do it, or else you’re going to have a complete loss of 
two classes. You’re going to be so top heavy in upperclassmen.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Bobcats for Bulldogs Kansas State 
dropped Fresno State in April from its 
schedule and replaced the Bulldogs with 
Montana State. It raised eyebrows be- 
cause K-State coach Ron Prince has been 
dogged in his pursuit of adding big-name 
teams to future schedules (Virginia Tech, 
Miami, UCLA). But after missing the bowl 
scene in 2007, Prince viewed this as a way 
to give the Wildcats a better chance to be- 
come bowl-eligible. The buyout for Fresno 
State, which beat K-State in 2004 and 
2007, was $250,000. “We know we are 
going to play in the Big 12, and those 
games are tough enough,” Prince says in 
reference to deleting Fresno State. 


Investigation ends K-State enters the 
season free of the NCAA investigation into 
possible rules violations. The NCAA an- 
nounced in February it closed the case 
without any findings after checking into 
possible violations for academic miscon- 
duct and extra benefits that centered on 
two current players, three former players 
and a university employee who since has 
been terminated from her job. 


Coaching carousel The coaching staff at 
K-State has a new look. Again. When Matt 
Wallerstedt left, he became the seventh 
coach on Prince’s watch to leave (that in- 
cludes one who didn’t have his contract re- 
newed). The new coaches are Cornell 
Jackson (linebackers), Warren Ruggiero 
(quarterbacks) and Jeff Rodgers (special 
teams). Rodgers helped the San Francisco 
49ers develop one of the top punting units 
in the NFL. 


Do not enter For the first time in his 
regime, Prince closed spring practices to 
fans. “TI love having the fans there because 
I think you really get to see something 
about your players and how they perform in 
front of people,” he said, “but we’re doing 
some things that are a little bit different, so 
I want to make sure that we can work on 
those things and have the players perform 
it in the best conditions we can find.” Will 
he ever open to the public in the future? 
“Hopefully, we'll come out of our Cold War 
mentality after this season,” Prince says. 


Defenseless Kansas State’s once-proud 
defense took a hit last season. The Wild- 
cats’ D used to be a fixture in the top 10 in 
the national rankings, but they finished 
No. 69 last year. That is motivation enough 
for 2008. “Everyone thinks of us nega- 
tively right now,” senior linebacker 
Antwon Moore says. “We let a lot of peo- 
ple down.” 


Murphy: Brian Babr/Getty Images 


2008 SIGNEES 


Tf you like junior college players, this is your team. Kansas State signed 
19 of them. In all, 32 players signed. How good is this class? Rivals rated 


BRANDON BANKS WR so5'6" 170 GARNER, NC 
Named first-team All-American by JC Gridwire last season. 


it No. 27 in the country; Athlon Sports had it at No. 41. DUSTIN BELL cB. 180 DALLAS, TX 
The Wildcats addressed their biggest concerns. They added six players | Ranked as a three-star prospect by Scout COM. 
on the defensive line and brought in a few wide receivers that they hope JOSH BERARD LB 62 220 REDONDO BEACH, CA 
make instant impact. Perhaps the most notable addition on the defensive | | Named. junior college All-American by PrepStar. 
line is four-star Daniel Calvin (6'4", 310) from Bakersfield (Calif.) Col- JAVONTA BOYD _ DT 63" 290 S_sST. PETERSBURG, FL 
lege. He had 12 sacks as a sophomore. Don’t be shocked if freshman Ranked as the No, 30 defensive tackle prospect in the nation by Rivals.com, 
Brandon Harold from East St. Louis, Ill., challenges for action. KWAMAINE BROWN RB S'8" 185 SEMINOLE, FL 
Another key component to a defense that needs to be revamped is line- Earned 2007 Florida 5A Player of the Year honors. 
backer Ulla Pomele from Santa Rosa (Calif.) Junior College, who didn’t DANIEL CALVIN DT 6a" 310 BAKERSFIELD, CA 
play football until his sophomore year in high school. The secondary, es- Transfer from Bakersfield (Calif.) College. Collected 12 sacks in 2007. 
pecially at cornerback, has holes to fill. Billy McClellan from Harbor =| JARELL CHILDS RB O63" 216 KANSAS CITY, MO 
(Calif.) Community College is considered to be a rising star. Rushed for 1,580 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. 
Help on offense could be supplied by wide receiver Aubrey Quarles, WILLIAM COOPER T 6'5" 260 HAYTI, MO 
whose sophomore season at Santa Rosa was shortened by abroken | Selected to the Class 1 Missouri FCA All-State First-Team. 
collarbone. Adrian Hilburn from City College of San Francisco caught 40 LOGAN DOLD RB" 200 GARDEN PLAIN, KS 
passes for 516 yards a year ago, and Attrail Snipes from Bakersfield Ranked as a three-star prospect and the No. 8 player in Kansas by Rivals.com. 
College hauled in 55 passes for 800 yards. ETHAN DOUGLAS T 66" —-:285 BASEHOR, KS 
One area K-State must address is running back, and Daniel Thomas has Earned honorable mention all-metro honors by the Kansas City Star: 
a chance to battle for the No. 1 spot. He comes from Northwest Missis- | ANTONIO FELDER 1B 63" ~—s«-205 += WARNER ROBINS, GA 
sippi Community College, where he was a dual-threat quarterback. Ranked as the No. 84 junior college player in the nation by Rivals.com, 
K-State badly needed a punter, so it signed George Pierson from Tyler JOHN FINAU Dr Cd" 295 LOS ANGELES, CA 
(Texas) Junior College. Selected as a PrepStar junior college All-American in 2007. 

- a - —_ TONY GILLESPIE DF OU. . are JENKS, OK 

Ranked as a three-star prospect and the No. 36 DT in the nation by Rivals.com. 

RECRUITING BREAKDOWN BRANDON HAROLD DE 6's" 260 EAST ST. LOUIS, IL 
BY POSITION BY STATE Posted 82 tackles, five sacks and three forced fumbles as a senior. 


Defensive Linemen 6 7. JACK HAYES DE 6'4" 270 COLUMBIA, MS 
Linebackers cesses... 6 A Transfer from Gulf Coast (Fla.) CC. Collected 49 tackles and five sacks in 2007. 
Running Backs ...... 5 es} ADRIAN HILBURN WR 6'2" 190 NEW BRAUNFELS, TX 
Offensive Linemen 3 Ranked as the No. 43 junior college prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 
Wide RECEIVEFS .....secsesseseeseeses ASMPATERAS orci cessacctocrevnsveviarereceersiss 3 | BLAIR IRVIN CB Sa" 385 PATTERSON, LA 
Defensive Backs .3 Colorado... ey | Ranked as the No. 50 junior college prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 
Quarterbacks .... Mississippi... rey } JOSEPH KASSANAVOID QB O66" 215 LAWSON, MO 
Athletes .... 6 Oklahoma... ey Threw for 1,464 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 
PUNLG Si; cecuceyerecssersyrtaattrnsar 1 Georgia... a COLLIN KLEIN QB «O6'a" = 202 LOVELAND, CO 
Iilinois....... tek. Ranked as the No. 7 prospect in Colorado by Scout.com. 
Louisiana sees wy! | BILLY MCCLELLAN CBO” 180 TORRANCE, CA 
North Carolina . wrod / Transfer from Harbor (Calif.) CC. Ranked as a three-star prospect by Rivals.com. 
Virginia Masrashshsecg ok GEORGE PIERSON P 6'0" 180 ARLINGTON, VA 
WASHINGEON .....ssscrsseeeenseeesnsees 1 j Transfer from Tyler (Texas) JC. Ranked as a three-star prospect by Scout.com. 
- ——— --——! ULLA POMELE 1B" 235 SANTA ROSA, CA 
Played one season at Santa Rosa (Calif.) Junior College. 
SPOTLIGHT ON... EDWARD PRINCE T 65" 280 STARKVILLE, MS 
Transfer from Copiah-Lincoln (Miss). Community College. 
BLAIRIRVIN® CBe PATTERSON, LA AUBREY QUARLES wR 62" 190 AURORA, CO 
If things beh out differently, Blair aus eae bein ae _ __ Named a PrepStar junior college All-American last season, 
Bay oe rem ted ootball gear. Instead, he’s HANSEN SEKONA iB g'" 930 SAN MATEO, CA 
Bs ee ck preyed Peers Ra acehenrelderin tant Ranked as the No. 78 junior college player in the nation by Rivals.com. 
a etait si KENNY SESSION RB O58” 190 TULSA, OK 
pasar aie en eee oerermeroe slat ws | ahd fr. ards ad thos ase 
z eae iy BLAKE SLAUGHTER 1B 60”. ~—«.219-~—s MISSOURI CITY, TX 


derprivileged children. But his on-field skills didn’t improve enough for 


Irvin to advance in the system (he had a .229 career average). Irvinleft Peseta Se 00 LRU Havers I Nees Ta ANS eA 


baseball and ended up in Coffeyville, Kan., to play football. That ultimately shy me field (Cali ha ' 61 180 SEATTLE, WA 
provided a chance at the next level, and Irvin was set to.go to West Vir- | ranster from Bakersfield (Calit) Co igre 

ginia — at least until coach Rich Rodriguez bolted for Michigan in De- DANIELTHOMAS = RB 62" — 227 HILLIARD, FL 
cember. “He asked me to go to Michigan with him,” Irvin says, “but I Transfer from NW Mississippi Community College. 

didn’t feel comfortable with it.” GRANT VALENTINE 1B" 240 BURBANK, CA 
Irvin should get a shot at K-State because the Wildcats are depleted at Transfer from Glendale (Calif.) CC. Rated as a three-star prospect by Rivals.com. 
cornerback. He plans to use his speed to make a difference. “Ifeltwhen | WADE WEIBERT J. T 65" 300 HILLSBORO, KS 
I played the outfield I could get to any ball,” Irvin says. “Once the ball Ranked as the No. 48 junior college prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 

is in the air, even in football, you have to go get it.” BRADEN WILSON ATH 664" =: 220 SMITH CENTER, KS 


| Ran for 1,807 yards and 29 touchdowns as a senior. 
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HEAD COACH: GARY PINKEL RECORD AT SCHOOL: 49-37 (7 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 122-74-3 (17 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE CHRISTENSEN DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MATT EBERFLUS 
COLUMBIA, MO. FAUROT FIELD/MEMORIAL STADIUM (68,349) 


he Missouri Tigers went from unranked in the preseason last year to one 
win away from playing for the BCS championship. The Tigers won't 
likely have to climb as far up the national polls this season to return to 
the No. I ranking that they briefly held for the first time since 1960 be- 
fore suffering the season's second loss to Oklahoma, this time in the Big 12 Cham- 
pionship Game. 

Returning three All-Americans, including a Heisman Trophy finalist in quar- 
terback Chase Daniel, Missouri should start the season near the top of the polls 
and appears poised to improve on last year’s historic campaign. 

“Hopefully going through that experience last year will carry over to this year, 
and if we're way up in the rankings, we use that the right way,” MU coach Gary 
Pinkel says. “I feel good that we're in a spot to do just that.” 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST, 


Entering his eighth season in charge of the Tigers, Pinkel has several reasons 
to feel good about his team. 
Fifteen starters — including nine on defense — return from a squad that won 


| its first-ever Big 12 North Division title and played in its first New Year's Day 


BIGA2 NORTH 
PREDICIION 


bowl since 1970. Facing Arkansas in the Cotton Bow! after being snubbed by 
the BCS selection committee, the Tigers took out their frustrations in a 38-7 
romp that clinched their school-record 12th win and their highest finish in the 
final Associated Press poll. 

Missouri intends on leaving no doubt about its place in the BCS this season. 
“We accomplished a lot last 


13.9 


QUARTERBACKS Miissouri’s national title hopes begin and end with 
the accurate right arm and five-star generalship of Daniel. In his second 
year as a starter last year, the 6'0" senior led an offense that ranked fifth 
in the nation in yardage and eighth in scoring (39.9 ppg). Daniel was 
nearly flawless in the Tigers’ victories but stumbled at times in Missouri's only two 
losses — both to Oklahoma. The reigning Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year 
passed for 4,306 yards and 33 touchdowns to break his school records from the 
previous year and finished fourth in the final Heisman voting. Behind Daniel 
will be fellow high school Elite 11 Quarterback Camp alums Chase Patton and 
Blaine Gabbert. Patton, a hometown hero and fifth-year senior with arguably the 
strongest arm on the team, has been stuck behind Daniel on the depth chart since 
his redshirt freshman season. Gabbert, considered by some to be the nation’s top 
high school quarterback recruit, will be groomed to be Daniel's heir. 


Receiver/returner Jeremy Maclin 
averaged 13.9 yards every time he 
touched the ball in breaking the 
NCAA freshman record for all-pur- 
pose yards (2,776). 


year, but we didn’t ac- 
complish our ultimate 
goals,” Pinkel says. “So, 
we've got a lot to prove.” 


RUNNING BACKS Lost in the glitter of Daniel’s prolific passing numbers 
were the back-to-back 1,000-yard rushing campaigns produced by the now- 
departed Tony Temple. Replacing Temple's steady production could fall to a 
trio of tailbacks. Senior Jimmy Jackson will likely get first crack at the starting 
spot, but sophomore Derrick Washington showed flashes of big-play potential 
playing in 12 games as a true freshman. Jackson holds a decided edge in expe- 
rience — he’s a veteran of 38 college games with 636 yards and 10 TDs in his 
career — but Washington brings a little more size and versatility to the posi- 
tion. The Tigers often rotate a third back into the mix, and that could be red- 
shirt freshman De’Vion Moore, with senior Earl Goldsmith beginning to take 
more snaps at receiver. 


RECEIVERS Six of the team’s top eight pass-catchers return, including 
sophomore Jeremy Maclin. The All-American set an NCAA single-season 
freshman record for all-purpose yards (2,776), which included a team- 
leading 1,055 receiving yards and nine touchdowns. Junior Danario 
Alexander, who caught 15 passes as a true freshman when Maclin was sidelined 
by a knee injury, is hoping to bounce back like his teammate after having knee 
surgery in December. Alexander offers starting experience along with senior 
Tommy Saunders, a former walk-on who enters the season with a string of 27 
straight starts. With Jared Perry the only other Tiger offering much experience at 
the position, Goldsmith and former cornerback La’ Roderick Thomas were moved 
to receiver in the offseason. After splitting time with graduated All-American 
Martin Rucker the past three years, senior tight end Chase Coffman has the po- 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE TIGERS 
Considering all of the explosive pieces re- 
turning on offense and the wealth of expe- 
rienced starters back on defense, the 
Tigers fully expect to improve on last 
year’s historic season. A Big 12 champi- 
onship and BCS berth are certainly on the 
Tigers’ list of things to do, but there are 
some potential stumbling blocks on the 
schedule. Just as they did last year, the 
Tigers begin and end the regular season 
with rivalry games at neutral sites. The 
opener against Illinois in St. Louis and fi- 
nale against Kansas in Kansas City could 
offer the Tigers two of their toughest 
tests. Oklahoma — the only team to beat 
Missouri last year — is off the regular- 
season schedule, but the Tigers will have 
to travel to Texas in October. Who the 
Tigers play shouldn’t be an issue, though. 
Missouri proved last year it has the talent 
to match up with anyone. With a Heisman 
Trophy finalist at quarterback (Chase 
Daniel) and two sure-fire NFL Draft picks 
to throw to in receiver Jeremy Maciin and 
tight end Chase Coffman, the offense 
shouldn’t miss a beat. Led by returning 
All-America free safety i) am \Vioore and 
All-Big 12 linebacker Sean Weatherspoon, 
the defense is also loaded with playmak- 
ers. An injury to one or two key players 
appears to be the only thing that could de- 
rail the Tigers. 


wizzov 


‘ 


CHASE COFFMAN 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 = =#illinois aa 
S. 6 Southeast Missouri W 
S. 13 Nevada W 
S. 20 Buffalo Ww 
0. 4 at Nebraska W 
0. 11 Oklahoma State Ww 
0.18 atTexas bd 
0. 25 Colorado WwW 
N. 1 atBaylor W 
N. 8 Kansas State WwW 
N. 15 at Iowa State WwW. 
N. 29 %Kansas = 

#St. Louis, MO 

%oKansas City, MO 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or Lindicates a projected win or lass 
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Daniel, Coffman: Tim Umphery 


IRI On 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 81 Danario Alexander (ur) 


WR 9 Jeremy Maclin (So.) 


WR_ 84 Tommy Saunders (Sr.) 


LT 68 Dain Wise (Jr) 

LG 76 Ryan Madison (Sr) 
C 62 Tim Barnes (So.) 
RG 78 Kurtis Gregory (ur.) 
RT 61 Colin Brown (Sr.) 
TE 45 Chase Coffman (Sr.) 
QB 10 Chase Daniel (Sr.) 


RB 24 Derrick Washington (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 48 Tommy Chavis (Sr.) 
DT 94 Ziggy Hood (Sr.) 
DT 96 Jaron Baston (ur.) 
DE 38 Stryker Sulak (Sr.) 


WLB 12 Sean Weatherspoon (Jr.) 
MLB 34 Brock Christopher (Sr) 


SLB 18 Steve Redmond (Sr.) 
CB 21 Castine Bridges (Sr.) 
CB 19 Carl Gettis (So.) 

FS 1 William Moore (Sr.) 
SS 8 Justin Garrett (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 99 Jeff Wolfert (Sr.) 
P —- 91. Tanner Mills (Jr) 
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4 Jared Perry (Jr) 
2 La’Roderick Thomas (So.) 
7 Earl Goldsmith (Sr) 
72 Elvis Fisher (Fr.) 
71 Jayson Palmgren (Fr.) 
67 J.T. Beasley (Fr.) 
66 Austin Wuebbels (Fr.) 
65 Mike Prince (So.) 
43 Jon Gissinger (Jr) 
14 Chase Patton (Sr.) 
1 Jimmy Jackson (Sr.) 


49 Michael Keck (Fr.) 
53 Terrell Resonno (Fr.) 
92 Andy Maples (ur.) 
39 Tyler Crane (So.) 

6 Andrew Gachkar (So.) 
33 Luke Lambert (So.) 

5 Van Alexander (Sr.) 
11 Tremane Vaughns (Sr.) 
20 Kevin Rutland (So.) 
10 Gilbert Moye (Fr.) 

15 Del Howard (ur) 


KR 9 Jeremy Maclin (So.) 
PR 9 Jeremy Maclin (So.) 


sition all to himself. The sure-handed 6'6" 
athlete could end up breaking Rucker’s re- 
ceiving records at MU. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Three starters re- 


turn, but two four-year starters and two 
key reserves have graduated from a unit 
that protected Daniel quite well. Colin 
Brown and Kurtis Gregory will again an- 
chor the right side of the line at tackle and 
guard, respectively. Senior guard Ryan 
Madison is the lone returning starter on the 
left side. Unproven junior Dain Wise is the 
frontrunner to protect Daniel’s blind side 
at left tackle, and sophomore Tim Barnes 
will likely land the all-important center po- 
sition in MU’s shotgun spread formation 
after playing in eight games as a reserve. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The line returns 
three of its top quarterback rushers. In his 
third season rotating at end, Stryker Sulak’s 
six sacks and 11 tackles for a loss at end 
barely edged out the production of return- 
ing starters Tommy Chavis (end) and Ziggy 
Hood (tackle). The emergence of redshirt 
junior college recruits Jason Townson and 
Andy Maples on the inside could hold the 
key to the line’s production. Redshirt fresh- 
man Terrell Resonno had a solid spring and 
could offer depth on the interior. Michael 
Keck, considered the crown jewel of Mis- 
souri’s 2007 recruiting class, is playing end 
this year after starting his college career at 
linebacker. 


LINEBACKERS Sean Weatherspoon’s first 
season as a starter couldn't have gone much 
better. Manning the weak-side position, he 
led the Tigers with 130 tackles and was 
named All-Big 12. Senior middle line- 
backer Brock Christopher is entering his 
third season as a starter after making a ca- 
reer-high 106 stops. Van Alexander hopes 
to avoid the injury bug that has hampered 
his career. The Columbia native made eight 
starts on the strong side and was in on 60 
tackles. Luke Lambert offers depth at any 
of the three positions, but the linebacker 
depth took a hit in the spring with the loss 
of backups Marquis Booker and Connell 
Davis. Booker was kicked off the team after 
an arrest, and Davis, originally recruited as 
a running back, left the team before the 
end of spring practice. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS All-America free 


safety William Moore missed all of spring 
drills recovering from shoulder surgery, but 
he’s expected to be healthy and back to his 
playmaking self in the fall. The senior, who 
considered entering the NFL Draft a year 
early, tied for the national lead with eight 
interceptions. Four other Tigers return 
with starting experience in the secondary 
— including cornerback Carl Gettis, who 
started 10 games asa true freshman. Watch 
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KEY TIGERS 


Heisman finalist 
holds team’s fate in his hands. 
All-American will 
be hard-pressed to top freshman 
campaign. 
Big target will fi- 
nally have the position all to himself. 
Playmaker tied for 
the national lead with a school-record 
eight interceptions. 
Led team in 
tackles and gained All-Big 12 honors 
in his first season as a starter. 


WL LIAM MOORE 


KEY LOSSES 


All-American fin- 
ished as Tigers’ all-time receptions 
leader. 

Four-year starter was 
steady with the shotgun snaps. 
Lone departing 
full-time defensive starter was a 
leader on and off the field. 

NFL talent stretched 
the field with his speed and athleti- 
cism. 

Steady performer 
was first MU running back to rush for 
1,000 yards twice. 


RISING STAR 


played sparingly in 
12 games as a true 
freshman, but the 
versatile 5'11", 215- 
pound sophomore 
could be ready to 
take over for two- 
time 1,000-yard 
rusher Tony Temple 
after averaging 5.1 
yards on 36 attempts and leading all 
Tigers tailbacks with 10 receptions. 


— 
mizzZov 
——— 


q 


Sulak:Larry Smith; 


Moore: Chris Covatta 


2008 MISSOURI ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN _— OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HI/WI CL HOMETOWN 
11 Costello, Jimmy 6-2/205 Fr. Liberty, MO 62: Barnes, Tim 6-4/305 So. Marshall, MO 5 Alexander, Van 60/235 Sr. Columbia, MO 
10 Daniel, Chase 60/225 Sr. Southlake, TX 67 Beasley, J.T. 6-4/285 Fr. Dyersburg,1N 34 Christopher, Brock  6-2/235 Sr. Kearney, MO 
5 Grooms, Dominic 61/195 So. Tampa,FL 61 Brown, Colin 68/325 Sr. Braymer,MO 51. Collard, Chad 6-0/205 ‘Fr. Harrisburgh, MO 
14 Patton, Chase 6-5/220 Sr. Columbia, MO 58 Donaldson, Brendan 6-2/285 Fr. St. Joseph, MO 6 Gachkar, Andrew 6-3/220 So. Overland Park, KS 
RUNNING BACKS anwre oc: HOMETOWN 72 Fisher, Elvis 6-5/290 Fr St. Petersburg, FL 45 Galbreath,Marlon  6-2/215 So. Jefferson City, MO 
06 F So/15 F acta 78 Gregory, Kurtis 65/305 dr. Blackburn, MO 35 Gettys, Jeff 6-3/225 So. Houston, MO 
4 pe ae e 4 et 5 73 Helin Thomas 64/280 Ft St. Louis, MO 33 Lambert, Luke «63/225 So, —_Brookfield, MO 
i = - oa sas = x ae i uo 74 Wkebrink Kirk 65/820 So Liberty, MO 41. McWright, Cameron 510/210 So. St.Louis, MO 
s at es ae = ; mi Mo 72 Matson, Ryan 65/805 Se Bethany, MO 25 O'Neal, Aaron «63/220 -Sr.-—<Creve Coeur, MO 
6S = = 5 B/185 =“ = oe M0 69 Mansco, Kevin 6-1/245 So. St.Charles, MO 18 Redmond, Steve 60/230 Sr. Kansas City, MO 
i a : =; eyetreens 2 ee ra 70 Moore, Dan 6-3/240 Fr. Oswego, IL 12 Weatherspoon,Sean 6-1/235 dr. Jasper, TX 
12 i a 5-7/195 = N Ge IL 7 Febnor et Saves AEST tas Me DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
nee Fr Neuqualtanes™ 57 Ploudre, Tony 63/320 Fr St Louis; MO od Mac hice Seieer 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 65. Prince, Mike 6-4/300 So. Southlake, TX ae = - : at tie 
‘ ¢ » 21 Bridges, Castine 6-2/210 Sr. Richmond, CA 
81 Alexander, Danario 6-5/210 Jr. Marlin, TX 63 Schleusner,Ryan 6-3/270 So. Maryville, MO - 
; 43 Buhr, Tony 5-11/180 Fr. St. Louis, MO 
28 Casey, Adam 6-1/195 Sr Chesterfield, MO © 60 Webb, Bryan 65/300 Fr. Tecumseh, OK : 
> ' " F = : 35 Davis, Matt 61/185 So. Eldon, MO 
80 Dennis, Terry 63/200 Fr. Peculiar, MO 68. Wise, Dain 65/305 Jr Midwest City, OK f 
86 Gares, Chri 511/195 Jk Hartsburg, MO. 66 Wuebbels, Austin 6-4/285 Fr THORTL, fee eee pee aton Roe 
7 a = = 5 an = : : 3 cn : - 19 Gettis, Carl 511/200 So. O'Fallon, MO 
: ae ts : ee = si ° ny DERNSIVELINEMEN —-HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 22 Harris, Roderick 6-1/215 Fr. —_Kansas City, MO 
8 7 in Z nore = re ea 96 Baston, Jaron 6-1/300 Jr Blue Springs, MO 31: Hobson, Trey 5-11/185 Fr. Stanley, KS 
yaeina 2 aa = 48 Chavis,Tommy 6-2/255 St. Orange,TX 15 Howard, Del 511/200 dt Dallas, TX 
eal oe oe sini 5 = a Mio 47 Cnet daysen 64/260 St Galt,CA 1 Moore, William 6-1/230 Sr. Hayti, MO 
= ae aE ace - =. . Mo [3 coset Bart 65/250 So. St.Peters, MO 10 Moye, Gilbert 6-2/215 Fr Jasper, TX 
- = Sera : a @ rane Ter 63/225 So. Allen,TX 7 Prince, Munir 5-10/185 St. Louis, MO 
- = = er . or mitts 95 Earnhardt, Chris 65/240 Fr. Springfield, MO 4 ‘Ricks, Hardy 6-0/190 dr St Louis, MO 
aay ae aah = ate + ae vig 20 Hamion, Dominique 66/285 Fe EIPaso,TX 20 Rudin, Erik 5-9/180 Jt St. Louis, MO 
3 re — eons = - ee 10 94 Hood, Evander 6-4/295 Sr. Amarillo, TX 20 Rutland, Kevin 60/190 So. Houston, TX 
er oi ae renee = : : vy. KethsMichael 65/225 Fr Harrisonile, MO. 14 Trotman, Fred S7/I85 Ft St. Louis, MO 
aes os ee Sanaa) Ss 2 ; ee 92 Maples, Andy 6-4/300 Jr Lester, AL 11 Vaughns,Tremane  5-9/170 Sr. Patterson, LA 
baa ie E enone 59 Milligan, Zach «61/225 So. Hardin, MO aust Ae acta 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN _ 53. Resonno, Terrell 6-6/285 Fr. Jefferson City, MO 
é . 97 Clark, John (P/K) 6-0/185 So. St. Charles, MO. 
45 Coffman, Chase 6-6/245 Sr. Peculiar, MO 64 Schumacher, Joe 60/245 dr. Columbia, MO : 
aor . , ; 36 Harry, Jake (P) 6-1/190 Jr. Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA 
43 Gissinger, Jon 6-3/240 dr. San Diego,CA 75 Shipman,Brandon 5-11/215 dr. Bernie, MO : - 
: : 91 Mills, Tanner (K/P)  6-2/195 Jr. Columbia, MO 
33 Hamilton, Levi 510/192 dr. Rolla, MO 38 Sulak, Stryker 65/250 Sr. Rockdale, TX 
93 Loyd, And 64/240 S = MO. S0lownsatieson 6-4/305 dt St. Louis, MO 95 Ressel,Grant (K/P) 6-1/180 Fr. Jackson, MO 
eae “ elise ; ees" 99 Wolfert, Jeff (K) 62/185 Sr. Overland Park, KS 
48 Medley, Caleb 6-4/205 Fr. Bolivar, MO 
V7 Norman, Marvin 6-2/235 Fr. Rich Twp., IL 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECORD: 12-2 (7-1 BIG 12) PASSING Alt COMP YDS INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE AIT Chase Daniel 563 384 4,306 = 33 ll 
S. 1 atIllinois Ww 40-34 62,352 Chase Patton 13 6 60 ) 1 
S. 8 atOle Miss WwW 38-25 50,897 RUSHING Att yDs AVG 1D 

SiS Western Michigan w 52-24 53,480 Tony Temple 186 1,039 56 12 

S.22 _ Illinois State W 38-17 56,137 Jeremy Maclin 51 375 7.4 4 

0. 6 Nebraska Ww 41- 6 70,049 

0.13 at Oklahoma L 41-31 85,041 RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 

0.20 Texas Tech W 41-10 63,396 Martin Rucker 84 834 9.9 8 

0.27 Iowa State W 42-28 53,386 Jeremy Maclin 80 1,055 13.2 9 

N. 3. at Colorado Ww 55-10 51,483 Chase Coffman 52> 531 10.2 7 

N.10 Texas A&M Ww 40-26 64,945 Will Franklin 49 709 145 4 

N.17 at Kansas State W 49-32 48,406 Kicking: Jeff Wolfert, 21-25 FGs, 67-67 XPs, 130 points 

N.24 at Kansas W 36-28 80,537 Tackles: Sean Weatherspoon, 130; William Moore, 117 

D. 1 $Oklahoma L 38-17 62,585 Sacks: Lorenzo Williams, 6.5 

J. 1 #Arkansas W 38-7 73,114 Interceptions: William Moore, 8 


#Cotton Bow! $Big 12 Championship Game 
Returning Players in Bold 
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out for redshirt freshman Gilbert Moye. The heralded high school quarterback out of Texas 
nearly saw the field last year at safety. “We've got a lot of players coming back — probably 
some of the best as a group that we've had here,” Pinkel says. “Depth is always an issue, but 
we're certainly excited to have (nine) returning starters on defense. That gives us a real good 
foundation.” 


SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Jeff Wolfert returns for his senior season to continue his re- 
markable transformation from competitive collegiate diver to all-conference football player. 
Wolfert has solidified an often-troublesome position for the Tigers over the years by making 
151-of-157 kicks (extra points and field goals combined) the past two seasons. He has never 
missed a kick in Big 12 play (26 field goals and 64 PATs). A replacement at punter for three- 
year starter Adam Crossett is needed, but the return game should be in good hands with 
Maclin coming off an All-America campaign in which he returned three kicks (two punts and 
a kickoff) for touchdowns. 


_JEREMY MACLIN 


SCOUTING THE TIGERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MISSOURI “I think top to bottom, they were the best team we played. 
They’re fast, physical, creative, especially on offense. ... They do just enough differently on 
defense to give you some issues. ... Stryker Sulak is a good player. All of their linebackers 
are sound. They do a good job of mixing up their fronts — they’re a good zone-blitz team and 
man-blitz team. ... They’re a team that gets labeled as a finesse team, a no-huddle team, but 
those guys get after you. ... Chase Coffman is a freak at tight end, or split receiver. ... (Je- 
remy) Maclin is unbelievable. ... They have speed to burn. It’s all over the place at receiver 
and tight end. ... Chase Daniel is the perfect fit for that team. He’s a street-baller and very 
sound in what he does, but he’s also a guy that knows when to run and when not to run. He 
can make every throw in the book. ... I love what Missouri’s done recruiting. They’re not 
afraid to take size guys, little guys who some people shy away from. ... I like what they’ve 
done as far as their scheme. They’ve found the right parts and done a great job with it. ... 
You go back and look at their recruiting classes, not very highly ranked. And I’m talking about 
the kids they’ve won with this past year. But here’s the deal, Missouri found a way to develop 
them and fit them in with what they do. And that’s a credit to their staff.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


The marketing peo- 
ple in charge of the football team’s mer- 
chandise breathed a sigh of relief in the 
spring when quarterback Chase Daniel put 
to rest a rumor that he might want to 
change his jersey number for his senior 
season to the No. 4 he wore while starring 
for Carroll High School in Southlake, Texas. 
With his high school number already is- 
sued to an established player when he 
came to Missouri, Daniel took No. 10, and 
his jersey is now worn by thousands of 
Tigers fans. “I wanted to be 4 last year, 
but (graduated senior Jason Ray) wouldn’t 
give it to me,” Daniel said. “But I sort of 
like 10. I sort of made my mark in 10, so I 
might as well finish up my career in 10.” 


Oklahoma 
was the only team to beat Missouri last 
year — once in the regular season and 
again in the Big 12 Championship Game — 
but the Sooners won’t be on the schedule 
this year, unless the two schools meet in 
the league title game again. Missouri’s 
toughest regular-season test might come 
in October when the Tigers travel to Texas. 
The game will mark Daniel’s first start 
against the Longhorns in Austin. Daniel 
had dreamed of playing for Texas in high 
school but was not recruited by the Long- 
horns until they lost a quarterback recruit 
days before Signing Day. Daniel, who had 
verbally committed to Missouri several 
months before, said no thanks to the late 
Longhorn love and stuck with the Tigers. 


Senior Jeff Wolfert has 
missed only six of the 157 kicks he has at- 
tempted (extra points and field goals com- 
bined) the past two years since giving up a 
diving scholarship at Missouri to walk-on to 
the football team. He’ll carry a string of 64 
consecutive made kicks into this season. 


Although he died 
following a voluntary summer workout in 
2005, Aaron O’Neal has remained a mem- 
ber of the Tigers in the eyes of his team- 
mates and coaches. At the end of a spring 
practice on April 1, the Missouri players 
huddled at midfield and sang happy birth- 
day to their fallen teammate, who would 
have been 22. This season would have 
been O’Neal’s senior campaign. After his 
death, which was later attributed to viral 
meningitis, Missouri vowed to keep 
O’Neal’s locker preserved through his sen- 
ior season. After every practice and game, 
the Tigers gather on the 25-yard line 
(O’Neal’s jersey number was 25) and 
breakdown their final huddle by shouting 
his initials, A.O. 


Maclin: Larry Smith 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 


The Tigers’ breakthrough 2007 season helped the program lock down a 
majority of the top in-state talent. Among MU’s 23 recruits, nine were 
from Missouri. In the eyes of many Missouri fans, that’s the mark of suc- 
cessful recruiting class. 

Parkway West’s Blaine Gabbert, considered the top-ranked pro-style 
quarterback in the country, was the biggest recruit of the bunch. The 
Ballwin, Mo., native changed an earlier commitment to Nebraska to be- 
come the first five-star recruit to sign with Missouri. Among the in-state 
recruits were two younger brothers of past starters. Drew Temple is the 
brother of departing 1,000-yard rusher Tony Temple, and Brad Madison 
is the brother of returning left guard Ryan Madison. 

Missouri also fared well outside its borders. Texas has long been an area 
of emphasis for the Tigers, and Missouri landed 12 players from the Lone 
Star state. Kip Edwards, a 5A all-state selection from Bowie High School 
in Arlington, Texas, might be the best of the bunch. 

Pinkel says his staff hit their goal for nearly every position and exceeded 
its targeted number for the offensive and defensive lines. Dan Hoch, a 
6'6", 295-pounder from Harlan, Iowa, could become a bookend tackle 
for years to come. 

The Tigers did not sign a junior college player but did gain a transfer 
from the college ranks that was not included among this recruiting class. 
Munir Prince, who played at Notre Dame as a true freshman, transferred 
to his home-state college and will be eligible to play his junior season in 
2009. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 
BY STATE 
TENS Me sasscarnisscatpmeerarcnen eee 12 


BY POSITION 
Offensive Linemen .............04. 
Defensive Backs....... 
Defensive Linemen... 
Wide Receivers ... 
Linebackers ......... : 
SIGUE Se cenmenensteecanseare cseeenace 
ACBL OSD ote ccruvadssseseseesotare 
Quarterbacks ‘ 
RUNNING BackS ......cccseceereeseeees 


BLAINE GABBERT * QB ® BALLWIN, MO 

Blaine Gabbert’s high school numbers don’t really scream blue-chip re- 
cruit. In three years as the starting quarterback at Parkway West High 
School, Gabbert threw 36 touchdowns passes, 24 interceptions and led 
his team to the playoffs only once. 

Yet Gabbert is considered the crown jewel of Missouri’s 2008 recruiting 
class because of his prototypical size and a strong right arm that wowed 
scouts during offseason recruiting camps. Considered the top pro-style 
quarterback recruit in the country following his junior year in which he 
threw for 1,523 yards and 20 TDs, Gabbert verbally committed to Ne- 
braska in the summer of 2007 but had a change of heart after last year’s 
disastrous season led to coach Bill Callahan’s ouster. 

In November, Gabbert switched his commitment to Missouri and even- 
tually became the first five-star recruit to sign with the Tigers in the pro- 
gram’s history. 

Although his high school numbers weren’t eye-popping, Gabbert’s high 
school coach says that his talent will be better showcased in college. 
“Sometimes he throws that fastball, and I have to tell him to throw the 
change-up,” Mike Roth says. “We don’t have those big, tall receivers 
that just aren’t as skilled at high school as they are in college.” 
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JIMMY BURGE DT 62" 280 HOUSTON, TX 
Selected by PrepStar to the All-Midwest team. Rated as the No. 50 defensive 
tackle in the nation by Scout.com. 

TAYLOR DAVIS T 6'5" 270 PLANO, TX 
Rated as the No. 76 tackle in the nation by Rivals.com. Selected as first-team all- 
state as a senior. 

WILL EBNER LB 6'1" 225 FRIENDSWOOD, TX 
Collected 134 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. Selected as the District 
23-4A Defensive Player of the Year in 2007. 

KIP EDWARDS CcBECté«S'‘1"' 185 ARLINGTON, TX 
Rated the No. 42 cornerback prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. Selected first- 
team all-state as a senior. 


MICHAEL EGNEW TE 6'5" 210 PLAINVIEW, TX 
Caught 34 passes for 587 yards and five touchdowns as a senior. 
BLAINE GABBERT QB O'S" 225 BALLWIN, MO 


Rated as the No. 1 pro-style quarterback by Rivals.com. Ranked No. 32 in the 
Athlon Consensus 100. Participated in the 2007 Elite 11 quarterback camp and 
won MVP honors. 

ZAVAIR GOODEN $ 6'2" 210 PFLUGERVILLE, TX 
Selected as district all-purpose Player of the Year and earned first-team all-dis- 
trict honors as a senior. 

DAN HOCH G 6'6" 295 HARLAN, IA 
Selected as the Iowa Gatorade Player of the Year as a senior. Rated as the No. 
1 prospect in Iowa by Rivals.com. 


JERRELL JACKSON WR 62" 180 HOUSTON, TX 
Caught 42 passes for 978 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior. 
KENJI JACKSON $ 5'10" 200 MANSFIELD, TX 


Earned All-Midwest honors by PrepStar and was named team Defensive MVP as 
a senior. 


DANIEL JENKINS G 6'4" 290 GILMER, TX 
Ranked as the No. 64 guard prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 
ANDREW JONES TE 65" 230 SMITHVILLE, MO 


Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. Selected as an All-Amer- 
ican by PrepStar. 

WES KEMP WR s6'g" 225 ST. LOUIS, MO 
Caught 39 passes for 781 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. Rated as the 
No. 33 receiver in the nation by Scout.com. 

BRAD MADISON G 65" 255 BETHANY, MO 
Rated as the No. 54 guard in the nation and No. 12 player in the state of Missouri 
by Rivals.com. 


MARCUS MALBROUGH DE 65" 225 BEAUMONT, TX 
Tallied 47 tackles and 18 quarterback pressures as a senior. 
GAHN MCGAFFIE ATH 6511" = 180 GALENA PARK, TX 


Awarded District MVP and All-Region honors as a senior. Selected to the Hous- 
ton ChronicleTop 100 list and ranked the No. 79 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. 


TRAVIS RUTH G 63" 300 JEFFERSON CITY, MO 
Rated as the No. 47 offensive guard in the nation by Rivals.com. 
ALDON SMITH DE 6’5" 235 RAYTOWN, MO 


Selected as an All-Midwest defensive end by PrepStar. Posted 60 tackles and 12 
sacks as a senior. 


JACQUIES SMITH DE 614" 225 DALLAS, TX 
Rated as the No. 26 weak-side defensive end by Rivals.com. 
ROBERT STEEPLES CB Sé'1" 190 ST. LOUIS, MO 


Collected 24 tackles and five interceptions as a senior. Ranked as the No. 32 cor- 
nerback in the nation by Scout.com. 

DREW TEMPLE RB 4510" = 190 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Named first-team all-state as a senior. Ranked as the No. 31 running back by Ri- 
vals.com. 


GEORGE WHITE LB 6'2" 250 FLINT, MI 
Rated as the No. 25 prep school prospect by Rivals.com. 
ROLANDIS WOODLAND WR s6'5" 185 ST. LOUIS, MO 


Selected as a prep school All-American by PrepStar. 
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HEAD COACH: BO PELIN| RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1-0 (FIRST SEASON) CAREER RECORD: 1-0 (FIRST SEASON) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: SHAWN WATSON DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CARL PELIN/ 
LINCOLN, NEB. MEMORIAL STADIUM (81,067) 


fter Nebraska's 17—3 victory against Michigan State in the 2003 Alamo 
Bowl, Cornhusker fans chanted: “We want Bo.” Four years later, they 
got their wish. Pelini, Nebraska's defensive coordinator at the time, 
served as interim head coach for the game. He was a candidate to re- 
place the fired Frank Solich, or at least he was given an interview for the job. But 
like the rest of the staff, he was dismissed — in his case, after only one season. 
In mid-October of last season, Steve Pederson, the athletic director who fired 
Solich, was fired and replaced by Tom Osborne, Nebraska's Hall of Fame coach 
of 25 years. In late November, after a second losing season in four years, Bill 
Callahan was fired as coach. And on Dec. 2, 11 days before his 40th birthday, 
Pelini was introduced as the 28th head coach in Cornhusker history. 

Osborne considered other candidates, including former Nebraska quarterback 
and assistant Turner Gill, the coach at Buffalo. But the Cornhuskers’ problem 
was defense. Statistically, they were appalling: No. 112 nationally in total defense, 
No. 114 in scoring defense and No. 116 in rushing defense. 

Pelini, defensive coordinator at LSU the past three seasons, has brought not 
only optimism about the defense but also optimism about the program, which 
many felt had turned its back on tradition and suffered fan fragmentation as a re- 
sult. With Osborne in place until June 2010 and Pelini as coach, tradition is 
being restored, even though a turnaround on the field is likely to take some time. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


41 


A yushene 


BIG 12 NORTH 
PREDICTION 


The Cornhuskers ranked No. 117 
nationally in turnover margin, with eight 
interceptions and only three fumble recov- 
eries, the fewest in modern school history. 


QUARTERBACKS By season's end, the consensus among fans was that Joe Ganz, 
not the departed Sam Keller, should 

have been the starter from the be- 

ginning. In essentially three 

games, Ganz, the more athletic x, 

of the rwo, completed 89-of-152 

passes for 1,435 yards and 16 

touchdowns. He did throw seven inter- 

ceptions, but they were attributable more to the pressure to score quickly put on 
him by a porous defense than to poor decision-making. He'll be looking to run 
more out of the shotgun to make it less predictable. Ganz is also a team leader, 
and not just because of his position. He earned the respect of his teammates as a 
back-up. Zac Lee, picked as the outstanding offensive scout team player, and 
Patrick Witt are coming off redshirts and will continue to compete for the No. 
2 job in preseason practice. 


RUNNING BACKS Marlon Lucky stepped up last season, with 1,743 all-pur- 
pose yards, the most by a Cornhusker since Ahman Green in 1997, In addition 
to rushing for 1,019 yards, Lucky caught a school-record 75 passes. He also passed 
for a touchdown. Lucky doesn’t necessarily have a lock on the job, however. Roy 
Helu Jr. and Quentin Castille will push him for playing time. They were among 
11 true freshmen who played last season. Helu had a solid spring. He's tough, 
with good balance and speed. Castille is the most impressive of the three physi- 
cally, but fumbles were a problem, and limited his playing time. The fullback 
didn't carry the ball at all last season, and only rarely the previous three seasons. 
Thomas Lawson did catch three passes, all for touchdowns. The playbook had 
only one running play for the fullback; that changed in the spring. 


RECEIVERS There's less “verbiage” in the passing game, says Ganz, but no less 
variety. Receivers coach Ted Gilmore (retained from the previous staff) shuffled 
players in the spring, looking at different combinations to create match-up prob- 
lems. Nate Swift and Todd Peterson are veterans, capable of playing any of the po- 
sitions — X, Z, E, Zebra. “You can call them a million different things,” Peterson 
says. The loss of four seniors, including Maurice Purify and Terrence Nunn, has 
provided an opportunity for young wide receivers, among them Menelik Holt, 
Niles Paul and Curenski Gilleylen, who's coming off a redshirt season. The tight 
ends have a fourth position coach in four years, Ron Brown, who coached the 
wide receivers as well for 17 seasons before the firing of the entire staff in 2003. 
His tight ends will be aggressive blockers, or they won't play. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The line isa definite strength. Though two starters were 
lost, four return because of how many linemen were shuffled under Callahan. 
The shuffling has ended for the most part. The returning starters are Matt Slau- 
son, Lydon Murtha, Mike Huff and Jacob Hickman, who moved from guard to 
center. He was the “logical candidate” for such a move because of his quick feet 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE HUSKERS 


The enthusiasm surrounding fom Os- 
borne’s return as athletic director and his 
hiring of Bo Pelini as coach have to be 
tempered by the reality of a competitive 
Big 12 North Division. The Huskers should 
have enough offense to contend in the divi- 
sion. Quarterback Joe Ganz had remark- 
able success and figures to be even better 
with experience. “The sky’s the limit,” says 
Pelini. “He can be a heck of a football 
player.” His mobility gives the offense an 
added dimension. And he has talent 
around him, including versatile -back \War- 
lon Lucky, as well as a big and experienced 
line in front of him. The foundation of Ne- 
braska’s best teams has been the offen- 
sive line, and this one fits the tradition. 
Still, Nebraska ranked ninth nationally in 
total offense, with school-record passing 
yardage — and lost seven games. The 
Blackshirt tradition, which began in 1964, 
was suspended late in the season, with no 
defenders wearing the coveted black prac- 
tice jerseys. The defense must regain con- 
fidence before it can move forward. The 
defensive line is experienced, but the line- 
backers aren't. Pelini is emphasizing physi- 
cal play on both sides of the ball, another 
characteristic of successful Cornhusker 
teams. But “you can make the mistake of 
trying to be the (New England) Patriots to- 
morrow,” Pelini said in the spring. “It’s not 
an overnight thing.” 


JOE GANZ 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Western Michigan Ww 
S. 6 SandoseState W 
S. 13 New Mexico State W 
S. 27  VirginiaTech L 
O. 4 Missouri vi 
0. 11 atTexas Tech iL 
0. 18 _at Iowa State Wi 
0. 25 Baylor Ww 
N. 1 at Oklahoma L 
N. 8 Kansas __ L 
N.15 at Kansas State oy 
N. 28 Colorado - 


*Games in bold represent games crutial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Lucky: Chris Covatta; Ganz: Larry Smith 


NEBRASKA RB 
: ee on 


DEPTH CHART 


11 Curenski Gilleylen (Fr.) 
24 Niles Paul (So.) 
8 Will Henry (So.) 


and athleticism, according to line coach 
| Barney Cotton. Murtha has returned to left 
tackle after playing on the right side last 
season, and Slauson appears to have found 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR_ 87 Nate Swift (Sr.) 
WR 17 Todd Peterson (Sr.) 
WR 18 Menelik Holt (ur.) 


KEY CORNHUSKERS 


doe Ganz, QB Technically not a return- 
ing starter, he passed for 1,399 yards 
and 15 touchdowns in the final three 


LT 76 Lydon Murtha (Sr) 65 Mike Smith (So.) a home at guard, after coming to Nebraska 

LG 61 Mike Huff (Sr.) 68 Keith Williams (So.) as a tackle and moving back and forth be- games. 

C 67 Jacob Hickman (Jr) 58 Mike Caputo (Fr.) tween the positions. Huff has been steady, Marlon Lucky, IB Second-team All-Big 
RG 70 Matt Slauson (Sr.) 73 Dud. Jones (So.) though often overlooked, at guard. Add 12 selection and the top returning 

RT 72 Jaivorio Burkes (So.) 78 Marcel Jones (Fr.) young linemen, including Jaivorio Burkes, rusher in the conference as well as a 
TE 44 Mike McNeill (So.) 89 Hunter Teafatiller (Sr.) and “I think we can be as good as we want productive receiver. 

QB 12 Joe Ganz (Sr) 4 Patrick Witt (Fr) - to be,” Murtha says. Ndamukong Suh, DT Has the size, 
1B__5 Marlon Lucky (Sr) 10 Roy Helu Jr. (So.) strength and athleticism to be a domi- 
DEFENSE (6) _ DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Resurrection of nating presence at nosetackle. 

DE 98 Zach Potter (Sr. 95 Pierre Allen (So.) the defense has to begin up front, where Matt Slauson, G Has settled at guard 
NT 93 Ndamukong Suh (i) 56 Shulree Barield(Se) «| the ~«top eight return. Nosetackle after playing tackle as well, with 22 
DT 43 TySteinkuhler (Sr) ___97 Kevin Dixon (Sr) | Ndamukong Suh, who missed spring prac- starts over three seasons. 

DE 99 Barry Turner (Sr.) 88 Clayton Sievers (Sr.) | tice because of a knee injury, is a key. He Nate Swift, WR Among the most expe- 
B33 Tyler Wortman (Sr) 12 Blake Lawrence (So.) has the size and strength to plug the mid- rienced players on either side of the 
LB 52 Phillip Dillard (Jr. 54 Colton Koehler (Jr) dle and free those around him. He could ball; has 103 career receptions. 

LB 34 Cody Glenn (Sr.) 23 Latravis Washington (So.) | be an honors candidate if he plays to his 

CB 5 Armando Murillo (Sr.) 21 Prince Amukamara (So.) j potential. Suh is a junior. The other re- Woe. 
CB 22 Anthony West (So.) 14 Anthony Blue (So.) turning starters are seniors. Tackle Ty BeOS 

Sine 5 Lary aaemen (Se) 6, Major Culbert (ur) Steinkuhler battled injuries early last sea- 

Sos 5 Wichey Thar a ls) 33 Math Orere00, (54), son. Ends Zach Potter and Barry Turner 

SPECIAL TEAMS stepped in after being back-ups for two sea- 

K 90 Alex Henery (So.) KR 24 Niles Paul (So.) sons. Turner had six sacks and earned fresh- 


P 97 DanTitchener (Sr.) PR 32 Marcus Mendoza (Fr) | man All-America recognition in 2005. He's 
had 4.5 sacks since. If he plays at the 2005 


level, he also could be an honors candidate. 


LINEBACKERS The top four linebackers 
are gone, leaving a significant void — or an 
opportunity, depending on the point of 
view. Phillip Dillard is the only experienced 
linebacker. And Tyler Wortman, a walk-on, 
is the only senior with any experience at the 
position. Dillard will hold down the mid- 
dle and at a much lighter weight. Pelini’s 
winter-conditioning program placed a pre- 
mium on speed, and Dillard, whose weight 
had increased to nearly 270 following the 
season, dropped 30 pounds. He played at 
238 in the spring. Dillard was one of only 
five scholarship linebackers in the spring. 
One of those, Latravis Washington, was re- 
cruited as a safety, and another, Austin 
Stafford, was suspended. Senior Cody 
Glenn asked to move from I-back to line- 
backer in the spring and could be a factor 
because of his speed and strength. Incom- 
ing freshmen, including Will Compton, 
will have an opportunity to play right away. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary is 
athletic but inexperienced. Safety Larry As- 
ante, who earned all-conference honorable 
mention, and cornerback Armando 
Murillo were starters in their first season 
after transferring from junior colleges. As- 


Maurice Purify, WR All-conference 
honorable mention difference-maker 
with 57 receptions for 814 yards and 
nine touchdowns. 


Brett Byford, C All-conference honor- 
able mention twice with 25 consecu- 
tive starts. 

Cortney Grixby, CB/KR Set a Big 12 
record with 1,094 yards on 45 kickoff 
returns; started 37 games in the sec- 
ondary. 

Carl Nicks, LT Second-team All-Big 12 
selection played the all-important left 
tackle position. 

Terrence Nunn, WR Finished his ca- 
reer with the second-most catches in 
school history, 136 for 1,762 yards 
and 11 touchdowns. 


RISING STAR 


Sophomore Jaivorio Burkes was 
pulled from a redshirt and started 
three games at right 
tackle after Lydon 
Murtha was side- 
lined by a foot injury 
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ante was second on the team with 78 tack- 
les, 40 of them unassisted. Murillo was 
fourth with 71, including 43 solos. Those 
numbers reflect the defense’s failure to get 
the job done up front. Nebraska ranked 
No. 116 nationally in rushing defense and 
was the only Big 12 team to allow 200 
rushing yards per game (232.2, on 5.2 per 
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late in the season. 
“He has amazing 
power,” says guard 
Matt Slauson. “As 
soon as he locks 
onto a guy and ex- 


f 


tends his arms, they’re going down 


every time.” 


Potter, Sul: Larry Smith 


8 NEBRASKA ROSTER 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 46 Tasa, Ben 6-4/240 So. Humphrey, NE LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
15 Davis, Beau 6-4/180 Sr. Venice,CA 89 Teafatiller, Hunter  6-3/235 Sr. Kingsburg,CA 31 Covey, Nick 6-2/240 dr. Glendale, AZ 
16 Ebke, Jim 6-0/205 So. Lincoln, NE 49 Young, Dreu 6-4/240 So. Cozad,NE 52 Dillard, Phillip 61/240 dr. Tulsa, OK 
12 Ganz, Joe 61/210 Sr. Palos Heights, IL OFFENSIVE UNEMEN HWE OG HOMETOWN 34 Glenn, Cody 60/230 Sr. Rusk, TX 
3 Lee, Zac 6-2/210 So.  SanFrancisco, CA 66 Barrett, Cruz 6-4/325 So. Daytona Beach, FL 41 Grove, Thomas 6-2/220 So. Arlington, NE 
7’ Spm KOO AB Fein, SEMEN: 7 arctan, Denna 61/286: (Say Plasma, RE" Somer hee nearer Site aeee 
2 Witt, Patrick 6-4/225 Fr. Wylie, TX 72 Burkes, Jaivorio 65/325 So. Phoenix, AZ 12 Lawrence, Blake 6-2/225 So. Shawnee Mission, KS 
“se : 59 Martin, Jay 62/210 Fr. Waverly, NE 
RUNNING BACKS HTI/WT CL HOMETOWN 58 Caputo, Mike 61/270 Fr. Omaha, NE 38 Moore, Kyle 62/25 So. Elkhorn, NE 
19 Castille, Quentin 6-1/245 So. LaPorte,TX 67 Hickman, Jacob 6-4/290 Ur Bakersfield, CA 57 Sayre, Jett 63/215 Fe Barrington, IL 
4) Gillaspie, Aaron 6-2/240 So. Littleton, CO 61._‘Huff, Mike 6-4/300 Sr. Ralston, NE 5 eee 4 Austin 62/205 Fe Hayward, CA 
eu see ete Papilion, NE 69 Iske, Cory eT orga 23 Washington, Latravis 6-3/225 So. Bradenton, FL 
Md alana! Damvile, A 73 ones, Dl eae Omatia, NE 53° Worlman, Wer. 63/235. Se Grand Island, NE 
36 Lawson,Thomas  6-0/250 Sr. Parker,CO 78 Jones, Marcel 67/310 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
48 Legate, Tyler 5-10/220 So. Neligh, NE 71 Masin, Mike 6-6/330 Fr. Lincoln, NE DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5 Lucky, Marlon 6-0/215 Sr. North Hollywood, CA 76 Murtha, Lydon 67/315 Sr Hutchinson, MN = 21. Amukamara, Prince 6-1/195 So. Glendale, AZ 
45 Makovicka, Justin 61/240 So. Ulysses, NE 70 Slauson, Matt 6-5/325 Sr. Colorado Springs,CO 4 Asante, Larry 61/210 uk Alexandria, VA 
32 Mendoza, Marcus 5-10/185 Fr. Houston, TX 65 Smith, Mike 6-6/285 So. Las Vegas, NV 14 Blue, Anthony 5-10/180 So. Cedar Hill, TX 
37 Thomsen, Kevin 6-2/240 Fr. Elkhorn, NE 68 Williams, Keith 65/310 So. Florissant, MO 8 Cassidy, Austin 6-1/205 Fr. Lincoln, NE 
27 Wilson, Kenny 60/225 Sr. Liberal, KS DEFENSIVELINEMEN -HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = ae Major Baers f es 
er Ba ete HOMETOWN 95 Allen, Pierre 65/265 So. Demer,cO = me nie a 
1 Brooks, Chris 62/210 dr St.Louis, MO 56 Barfield, Shukree 64/300 Sr. CSS box er Si Eee imperil NE 
82 Cammack,Wes 511/195 dt. Dewitt, Ne 94 Crick dared ee GOON | eae amnane GA/iOleSe Tampa, FL 
83 Donahue, Matt 62/175 So. Fremont, NE 97 Dixon, Kevin 63/285 Sr. Seng FL ila CRIS Ballowe. NE 
11 Gilleylen, Curenski 6-0/210 Fr. Le eT se aa Fremont, NE 8 sulivan,Stavm  S-10/195 Fe Brenham, TX 
8 Henry, Will 65/210 So. EI Paso, TX Sere ore ae rams bea VA 3 Thenarse, Rickey 6-0/195 Ur Los Angeles, CA 
4 Holt, Menelik 6-4/220 Jr. San Diego, CA 80 Harvey, David 6-4/260 dr la Plata, MD 24 Watson, nie 6-0/190 So. Lincoln, NE 
88. Lester, Ben 510/165 Fe Tecumseh, NE. % Jensen, Seth ESS. SFotMOtan CON TE SRN: SUOMI mea eee 
24 Paul, Niles 61/210 So. Omaha, NE 75 Lingenfelter, Luke  6-4/250 Fr. Plainview, NE > 
17 Peterson, Todd 64/215 Sr Grand Island, NE 63 Martin, Ben 6-4/270 So. Lincoln, NE SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
84 Rucker, Xavier 56/160 So. Minneapolis, MN 90 Moore, Terrence 63/270 Fr. New Orleans,LA 56 Baumgartner, J. (LS) 6-2/250 Sr. Cheyenne, WY 
87 Swift, Nate 62/200 Sr. Hutchinson, MN 98 Potter, Zach 6-7/280 Sr. Omaha,NE 90 Henery, Alex(K/P)  6-2/170 So. Omaha, NE 
39. Thorell, Lance 61/190 Fr Loomis, NE 89 Santin, Jonathon 63/225 Fr. Fullerton, NE 20 Kunalic, Adi (K) 6-0/185 So. Fort Worth, TX 
88 Sievers, Clayton 6-4/255 Sr. Elkhorn, NE 82. O'Leary, TJ. (LS) 61/235 Sr Omaha, NE 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = 43. Steinkuhler, Ty 6-3/280 Sr. Lincoln, NE 97. Titchener, Dan (P) 6-0/200 Sr Cheyenne, WY 
85 Hetzer, Tyson 6-6/250 ur. Redding,CA 93 Suh, Ndamukong 6-4/300 ur. Portland,OR 37 Wesch, Jake (K) 61/205 Sr. North Bend, NE 
80 Hill, Ryan 6-3/245 Fr. Arvada,CO 99 Turner, Barry 6-3/260 Sr. Antioch, TN 
44 McNeill, Mike 6-4/240 So. Kirkwood,MO 47 Yancy, William 6-4/245 Fr. Glendale, AZ 


2007 RESULTS 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECORD: 5-7 (2-6 BIG 12) PASSING P 1D INT 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE AIT Sam Keller 325 205 2,422 14 10 
ia | Nevada Ww 52-10 84,078 Joe Ganz 152 89 1,435 16 7 
S. 8 at Wake Forest Ww 20-17 32,483 RUSHING AT YDS AVG = 1D 
$15. SG L 49-31 84,959 Marlon Lucky 206 1,019 4.9 9 
S.22 Ball State Ww 41-40 84,294 Quentin Castille 76 343 4.5 4 
S.29 Iowa State W 35-17 84,703 RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
0. 6 at Missouri L 4l1- 6 70,049 Marlon Lucky 75-705 9.4 3 
0.13 Oklahoma State L 45-14 84,334 es pee of ae = : 
i i 
0.20 Texas A&M L 36-14 84,473 Terrence Nonn 35 452 129 1 
0.27 atTexas L 28-25 85,968 
N. 3. at Kansas L 76-39 51,910 Kicking: Alex Henery, 8-8 FGs, 45-45 XPs, 69 points 
Wel0: |. Koneas Site W 73-31 84.665 Tackles: Steve Octavien, 92; Larry Asante, 78 
‘ ? Sacks: Barry Turner, 3 
N. 23 at Colorado L 65-51 51,403 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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carry). Hard-hitting Rickey Thenarse, a special teams standout, joins Asante at safety, with 
Major Culbert likely in the mix too. Several young players, among them Anthony West, 
Prince Amukamara, Anthony Blue and Eric Hagg, figure in the plans at corner and in spe- 
cial packages. 

Though quarterback Joe Ganz 
grew up in suburban Chicago, he was a 
Cornhusker fan from the age of 11. The 
basis of his interest was Nebraska quar- 
terback Tommie Frazier’s 75-yard touch- 
down run against Florida in the 1996 
Fiesta Bowl game. After watching that on 
television, Ganz went “a little overboard” 
on Cornhusker paraphernalia. He met Fra- 
zier during a recruiting trip to Nebraska 
and asked for an autograph. If the Corn- 
huskers hadn’t offered a scholarship, he 
would have gone to Eastern Michigan to 
play baseball. Wisconsin was the only 
other Division I-A school to recruit him but 
didn’t offer a scholarship. 


The kickers are set. Punter Dan Titchener, a two-year starter, earned all-con- 
ference honorable mention, averaging 41.3 yards. Placekicker Alex Henery was perfect, 45- 
for-45 on extra-point kicks and 8-for-8 on field goal attempts, with a long of 39 yards. 
Henery, who walked on as a punter, earned the starting job in competition with Adi Ku- 
nalic, a scholarship freshman. Kunalic has the stronger leg. He made his only field goal at- 
tempt, from 46 yards in the opener, and handled kickoffs, which he will do again. Long 
snapper TJ. O'Leary returns as does holder Jake Wesch, who also handled the majority of the 
kickoffs two seasons ago. 


Ganz, who had seen lim- 
ited action during his career, finally got his 
chance when Sam Keller was sidelined by a 
collarbone injury near the end of the Texas 
game. He started the final three games, 
passing for 405 yards and four touch- 
downs, 510 yards and seven touchdowns 
and 484 yards and four touchdowns. The 
510 yards and seven touchdowns were 
school records. The 484 yards rank second 
on Nebraska’s all-time single-game list. 
And the 405 yards rank fifth. 


Senior I-back Marlon 
Lucky, the leading returning rusher in the 
Big 12, considered declaring early for the 
NFL Draft. One analyst says by returning 
he could be among the top 5 running backs 
in the 2009 draft. He was projected as a 
third-round pick, possibly late in the round, 
in the 2008 draft. 


Lucky shattered the school 
single-season record for pass receptions 
with 75, for 705 yards and three touch- 
downs. The previous record was 55 catches 
by Johnny Rodgers in 1972, the year he won 
Nebraska’s first Heisman Trophy. 


The Cornhuskers’ defen- 
sive problems in 2007 are well-docu- 
mented. The 76 points Kansas scored 
against them were the most in school his- 


Se SSSee VWs ss Se SH es Sees SS 


“They had a confidence issue last year, but talent-wise I | 
thought they were as talented as anyone in the North. Two years ago they won the North, 
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then they had a couple issues and injuries — sometimes your team gets in a funk like 
that and it’s hard to get them out. They didn’t play with the confidence and swagger they 
normally play with. Bringing in the mentality that (Bo) Pelini is going to bring in, I think 
they’ll get that back real quick. ... They’re physically a very good-looking team. They have 
a lot of talent. I don’t think it'll take much to get them back to being very competitive. ... 
Bo Pelini will do a good job. ... Last year they kind of deflated somewhat in certain as- 
pects. They did not play hard and with a ton of discipline. But that’s not a long-term proj- 
ect. I think you can get guys to play hard and disciplined pretty quickly. ... From that 
standpoint, I think they’ll be fine. ... The talent that is on the team is on offense and it 
obviously starts at quarterback. But I don’t know that they really have any real game- 
breakers at receiver or running back. Their strength is their quarterback and their offen- 
sive line, and I’m sure that’s what they’ll ride. ... The new coaching staff gives them 
instant credibility.” 


tory. The previous high was 70 by Texas 
Tech in 2004, Bill Callahan’s first season as 
coach. Texas running back Jamaal Charles 
rushed for a record 290 yards against 
them, including 216 in the fourth quarter. 
The previous record for rushing yards al- 
lowed by Nebraska’s defense was 247 by 
Oklahoma’s Billy Sims in 1979. 


Nebraska’s continuing NCAA 
record for consecutive sellouts at Memo- 
rial Stadium increased to 289. However, 
the Cornhuskers lost three home games 
for the first time since 1968. 
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Swift: Chris Covatta 


Bo Pelini wasn’t looking to fill specific needs in his first recruiting class. 
“We really don’t know what our needs are at this point. We’re still try- 
ing to associate ourselves with what we have and what we need,” he 
said on Signing Day. “We wanted to get talented football players.” 

In contrast to his predecessor, Bill Callahan, Pelini paid little attention to 
recruiting rankings and didn’t talk about individual players during a news 
conference to announce the class of 28. Also in contrast to Callahan, his 
focus was high school athletes rather than junior college transfers. Ne- 
braska signed only two junior college recruits, both of whom had already 
committed before he was hired. Callahan recruited 29 junior college 
players in four seasons. 

The most prominent members of the class are offensive lineman Baker 
Steinkuhler, linebacker Will Compton and defensive back David Whit- 
more, one of nine players from Texas. “We have to be able to recruit 
Texas,” says Pelini. 

The Cornhuskers benefited from Pelini’s LSU connections to sign two 
from Louisiana — defensive back PJ. Smith and wide receiver Khiry 
Cooper, who expects to play baseball as well. 

In-state players are the top priority, however, and the class includes six, 
headed by Steinkuhler. The in-state emphasis was further reflected in re- 
newed interest in walk-ons, evidence of A.D. Tom Osborne’s influence. 
The walk-on program flourished during his tenure as head coach. The 
names of 18 walk-ons, all but two from Nebraska, were announced along 
with the scholarship recruits. Another 12 had indicated they would walk- 
on but had not yet been accepted for admission by the university and 
couldn’t be named. “There’s going to be a number of walk-ons in this 
group that are going to play significant football for us in the future,” Pelini 
said. “Walk-ons, scholarship guys, it doesn’t make a difference to us.” 


BY POSITION BY STATE 
Defensive BackS.........ccssssecsee Gee PEXGSSacerssetsscocsaiseasciesesset tet 9 
Linebackers 4 Nebraska .. eG 
Offensive Linemen................. 4 California 3 
Wide Receivers .......scesesecsesee AY WAlaD al aizssccccasscacercacctacterstoaneace 2 
Defensive Linemen. 3 Louisiana .. ety 
Running Backs ... 3 Georgia... iol 
Tight Ends....... 2 Towa. eal 
Athletes ......... .l Kansas ... anal 
Quarterbacks ............escceseseees 1 —Alorida ... anal 
Missouri anya! 
(0) (Oper arer tree etet eee 1 


SPOTLIGHT ON.., 


BAKER STEINKUHLER ® OL © LINCOLN, NE 

Baker Steinkuhler announced he would accept a scholarship from Ne- 
braska before his junior season at Lincoln (Neb.) Southwest High School. 
He was the first member of the Cornhuskers’ 2008 recruiting class. He 
didn’t visit any other schools, though he could have; he was the top 
prospect in the state as a senior. And he didn’t waver when the coach- 
ing staff to which he committed was replaced. 

“T was going there no matter what happened,” he says. 

The reason for his loyalty is hereditary. His dad, Dean, was an All-Amer- 
ica guard at Nebraska in 1983, earning the Outland Trophy and Lombardi 
Award. And his brother, Ty, is a senior and returning starter at defensive 
tackle. 

Baker is the “ideal offensive lineman,” says offensive line coach Barney 
Cotton. “He’s so athletic. He’s lean, just a really great prospect. I'll tell 
you what, you sure like watching a guy like that on film, thinking what he 
might become down the road.” What he might become is a defensive 
lineman. He was listed as an offensive lineman on Signing Day and prob- 
ably will play there. But he could end up with his brother on the defen- 
sive line. 
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ANTONIO BELL WR 6'2" 180 DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
Caught 45 passes for 776 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 

WILL COMPTON LB 62" 230 BONNE TERRE, MO 
Posted 107 tackles and four sacks as a senior. 

KHIRY COOPER WR 6'2" 180 SHREVEPORT, LA 


Selected as a first-team Class 2A All-State selection. A member of the Baton Rouge Advo- 
cate’s Second Dozen. 


BEN COTTON TE 6'6" 230 AMES, JA 
Ranked as the No. 2 overall prospect in Iowa by Rivals.com. 

ALFONZO DENNARD CB 5'10" 190 ROCHELLE, GA 
Ranked as one of the top 40 prospects in Georgia by Rivals.com. 

SEAN FISHER LB 66" 225 OMAHA, NE 
Collected 68 tackles, including three for a loss, as a senior. 

DAVID GRANT T 66" 295 KILLEEN, TX 


Selected as one of the top 100 players in Texas by Rivals.com. Earned second-team Class 
4A All-State honors by the Texas Sportswriters Association. 


RICKY HENRY G 6'4" 305 OMAHA, NE 
Transfer from North Dakota State College of Science. Originally signed with NU in 2006. 
TYSON HETZER TE 66" 245 REDDING, CA 
Transfer from Citrus (Calif.) College. Caught 13 passes for 152 yards last season. 

MICAH KREIKEMEIER 1B 6'3" 210 WEST POINT, NE 
Ranked as one of the top 10 prospects in Nebraska by Rivals.com. 

JOHN LEVORSON 5 6'3" 190 CRETE, NE 
Ranked as the No. 5 prospect in Nebraska by Scout.com. 

TIM MARLOWE WR 5'40" 160 YOUNGSTOWN, OH 


The first player from Ohio to sign with Nebraska since 1998. Caught nine passes for 216 
yards and three touchdowns as a senior. 


CAMERON MEREDITH DE 6'4" 225 SANTA ANA, CA 
Ranked as one of the top 15 weak-side defensive ends in the nation by Rivals.com. 
COLLINS OKAFOR RB 61" 195 OMAHA, NE 


Earned first-team All-Nebraska honors from the Omaha World-Herald. Rushed for 1,525 
yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


COURTNEY OSBORNE ATH = 63" 175 GARLAND, TX 
Ranked as the No. 50 prospect in the Dallas Morning News Area 100. 

STEVEN OSBORNE WR 6'4" 185 GARLAND, TX 
Ranked as the No. 49 prospect in the Dallas Morning News Area 100. 

KYLER REED HB 63" 220 SHAWNEE, KS 
Earned first-team 5A All-State honors from the Kansas High School Coaches Association. 
JUSTIN ROGERS CB 511" 180 BIRMINGHAM, AL 
Rushed for 2,110 yards and 28 TDs and earned first-team Class 6A All-State honors. 

PJ. SMITH S 62" 205 RIVER RIDGE, LA 


Selected as one of the Baton Rouge Advocate’s Louisiana Super Dozen. Made 85 tackles 
and added four interceptions as a senior. 

KODY SPANO QB 62" 205 STEPHENVILLE, TX 
Rated as the No. 9 dual-threat quarterback in the nation by Rivals.com. Threw for 2,263 
yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior. 

BAKER STEINKUHLER T 6'6" 290 LINCOLN, NE 
Rated the No. 37 overall prospect in the Athlon Consensus 100 and the No. 2 offensive 
tackle in the nation by Rivals.com. 

BRANDON THOMPSON T 66" 295 

Rated as one of the top 80 players in the Southwest by SuperPrep. 
QUENTIN TOAILOA DT 6'4" 300 

Rated as one of the top 50 defensive tackles in the nation by Scout.com. 

MASON WALD S$ 511" 205 BIRMINGHAM, AL 
Collected 100-plus tackles and seven interceptions as a senior. A first-team Class 6A All- 
State pick by the Alabama Sports Writers Association. 


THE WOODLANDS, TX 


HIGHLAND, CA 


LESTER WARD RB 63" 215 BRENHAM, TX 
Rated as the No. 43 prospect in the Houston Chronicle’s Greater Houston Top 100. 
ALONZO WHALEY LB 6'1" 225 MADISONVILLE, TX 
Rated as one of the top 100 players in Texas by Rivals.com. 

DAVID WHITMORE CB 62" 185 PORT ARTHUR, TX 
Rated as one of the top 50 prospects in Texas by Rivals.com. 

JOSH WILLIAMS DE 6'4" 225 DENTON, TX 


Ranked as the No. 19 prospect by the Dallas Morning News in the Area 100. 
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twas. strange offseason for Conference 
| USA;-which said goodbye to its dean of 
coaches and welcomed one of the high- 
est-profile additions in the league's history, 
Sothern’ Miss dismissed Jeff Bower, a for- 
mer Golden*Eagle*quarterback and the pro- 
grarn's.coach since. the'early 1990s: And SMU 
enticed Hawait'’s June Jones to leave a tropical 
paradise and a program he led to a BCS bowl 
for a major rebuilding project. Jones left 
Hawaii, a team he directed to the Sugar Bowl, 
for SMU, which went 1-11 last year and 0— 
8 in C-USA. Former Oklahoma State offen- 
sive coordinator Larry Fedora steps in for 
Bower, who was fired despite 14 consecutive 


winning seasons and 10 bowl appearances in 
11 years. Southern Miss boosters felt the pro- 
gram had stagnated. Fedora will install a 
spread offense that has become the standard in C-USA in hopes of boosting South- 
ern Miss’ offensive numbers. The Golden Eagles ranked near the bottom of the 
league in scoring (ninth), total offense (10th) and pass offense (11th). 


DAMION FLETCHER 


Jones’ team should have no difficulty scoring points. He went 12-1 in his final 
season at Hawaii and was known for his wide-open, pass-happy run ’n’ shoot of 
fense. During Jones’ final 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH two seasons at Hawaii, the 

Warriors went 23-4. In 

C-USA EAST C-USA WEST 2007, Hawaii scored 40 or 

1. EAST CAROLINA 1 TULSA more points in ne 

games. Upon signing his 

2. UCF 2. HOUSTON five-year contract, Jones 

3. MEMPHIS 3. UTEP became the highest-paid 

4. SOUTHERN MISS 4.SMU coach in C-USA at $2 mil- 
5. MARSHALL 5. RICE lion per year. 

6. UAB 6. TULANE While Jones may even- 

tually lead SMU to a divi- 

C-USA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME sion title (and a bowl game 

TULSA OVER EAST CAROLINA for the first time since 


1984), Tulsa is expected to 
repeat as West Division champions. The Golden Hurricane lost the league’s Offen- 
sive Player of the Year in quarterback Paul Smith, but return arguably C-USA’s top 
offensive coordinator — Gus Malzahn — to work with talented receivers Brennan 
Marion (1,244 yards receiving, 31.9 per catch) and Trae Johnson (1,088 yards, 13 
touchdowns) and running back Tarrion Adams (1,225 rushing yards, eight TDs). 

As far as the East Division, it once again is expected to come down to a battle be- 
tween East Carolina and UCE last year’s champion. East Carolina has made steady 
progress under Skip Holtz, who guided the Pirates to back-to-back bowl games in 
2006 and 07, a first for the program since 2000 and ’01. ECU ended last season with 
an upset win over 24th-ranked Boise State in the Hawaii Bowl and should be strong 
defensively, too. UCF may have lost its inside track with the departure of running 
back Kevin Smith, who opted out early for the NFL, but the Knights should be 
among the league's strongest defensive units. Under Fedora, Southern Miss could be 
a factor in the race behind Damion Fletcher, the league's best running back, Shawn 
Nelson, the league's top tight end, and DeAndre Brown, a 6'6" freshman receiver and 
the prize of last spring’s highly regarded signing class. 
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2008 ATHLON SPORTS 
PRESEASON ALL-C-USA TEAM 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Chase Clement 61" 208 Sr. Rice 
RB Tarrion Adams 611" 205 Sr. Tulsa 
RB Damion fletcher 5'10" 175 Jr. Southern Miss 
WR Jarett Dillard 5'11" 185 Sr. Rice 
WR BrennanMarion 6'1" 185 Sr. Tulsa 
TE Shawn Nelson 6'5" 240 Sr. Southern Miss 
C Robby Felix 63" 295 Sr. UTEP 
OL Patrick Brown 65" 292 Sr. UCF 
OL Ryan McKee 66" 275 Sr. Southern Miss 
OL Michael Parenton 6'2" 292 Sr. Tulane 
OL BrandonPearce 66" 300 Sr Memphis 
FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 

DL MotonHopkins 63" 275 Sr. Tulsa 
DL Phillip Hunt 6'2" 250 Sr. Houston 
DL ClintonMcDonald 6'3" 265 Sr. Memphis 
DL Zack Slate 6'5" 221 Sr. East Carolina 
(B Albert McClellan 6'2" 259 Jr. Marshall 


LB Gerald McRath 6'3" 215 Jr. Southern Miss 
LB Brian Raines OF 4222) SSr. Rice 
CB C.J. Bailey 5'10" 182 So. Southern Miss 
CB Joe Burnett 5'11" 185 Sr. UCF 
S Van Eskridge 60" 200 Jr. East Carolina 


S Kenneth Fontenette 6'0" 180 Sr. Houston 
FIRST TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Jose Martinez 5'10” 200 Sr. UTEP 
P Thomas Morstead 6'5" 215 Sr. SMU 
KR Roy Roberts 5'11" 205 Sr. Tulsa 
PR Joe Burnett SUI 1858 BS UCF 
SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Trevor Vittatoe 6'2" 215 So. UTEP 
RB Darius Marshall  5'10" 193 So. Marshall 
RB Charles Clay 6'3" 222 So. Tulsa 
WR Duke Calhoun 64" 195 Jr Memphis 
WR Jeff Moturi 6'0" 185 Jr. UTEP 
TE Cody Slate 64" 220 Jr. Marshall 
C Carl Barnett 6'3" 285 Jr, Houston 
OL David Berken 614" 295 Sr. Rice 
OL Doug Palmer 63" 300 Jr. East Carolina 
OL Jake Seitz 6'2" 290 Jr. UAB 
OL Sebastian Vollmer 6'8" 290 Sr. Houston 
SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 

DL EllAsh 65" 275 Sr. Houston 
DL Bruce Miller 6'2" 249 So. UCF 
DL Reggie Scott 63" 255 Sr. Tulane 
DL CJ. Wilson 6'4" 271 Jr. East Carolina 
LB Quentin Cotton 6'2" 224 Sr. East Carolina 
LB. DerrickHallman 6'0" 205 So. UCF 
LB Joe Henderson 6'2" 220 Sr. UAB 
CB Johnell Neal 5'10" 176 Sr. UCF 
CB Roy Roberts 5'11" 205 Sr. Tulsa 
S  AndrewSendejo 6'1" 213 Jr. Rice 


S$ CJ. Spillman 60" 193 Sr. Marshall 
SECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K  SwayzeWaters 60" 170 Sr. UAB 
P Britt Barefoot 6'0" 181 Sr. Southern Miss 
KR Kevin Sanders 5111" 185 Sr. UAB 


PR Dwayne Harris 60" 198 So. East Carolina 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Fletcher: Courtland Richards; Clement: Ric Fogel 


__ 2007 C-USA STANDINGS _ 


EAST C-USA OVERALL QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
UCF 71 10-4 EASTCAROLINA 6 8 U1 3 i, 2 4 
EAST CAROLINA 6-2 8-5 HOUSTON —Se 7 2 3 8 2 
MEMPHIS 6-2 76 MARSHALL 10 3 5 7.10 5 3 
SOUTHERN MISS 5-3 7-6 MEMPHIS —— = A 5 9 
oe +3 nad RICE a Sa oa ae ee oes 
os sMuU a 2 ft te a 
ESF ech oyna SOUTHERNMISS 9 2 9 4 #7 #1 += 5 
TULSA 6-2 10-4 
een = ae TULANE fh. I Min soe Se 
TULANE 55 a3 TULSA ce 1 1 4 10 8 
RICE 35 3-9 UAB 120 AD AD 1. 9 4 10 
UTEP 56 4-8 UCF 8 6 6 6 2 2 1 
SMU 0-8 111 UTEP 5  -& 4 5 8 «9 6 


PASSING ATT COMP INT PCT YDS TD AVG/G 
Chase Clement, Rice 508 300 16 59.1 3,377 29-2814 
Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 407 224 je ee5o Oso LOL 25 258.4 
Justin Willis, SMU 414 242 18 = 58.5 2,944 My FESS) 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD AVG/G LONG 
Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 295 1,586 54 15 =: 122.0 40 
Tarrion Adams, Tulsa 219 1225 56 8 87.5 51 
Justin Willis, SMU 179 713 40 3 59.4 48 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG ™ AVG@/G LONG 
Brennan Marion, Tulsa 39 1,244 = 31.9 11 88.9 75 
Jarett Dillard, Rice 79 1057. 13.4 14 88.1 60 


TACKLES: Gerald McRath, Southern Miss (139); C.J. Spillman, Marshall (131) 
SACKS: Phillip Hunt, Houston (10.5); Two players tied with 7 


CHASE CLEMENT 


__ 2007 C-USA TEAM STATS & RANKINGS 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL 
EAST CAROLINA 31.0 (6) 182.9 (5) 202.5 (9) 385.5 (11) 30.4 (4) 142.2 (5) 289.0 (9) 431.2  (§) 
HOUSTON 34.5 (8) 223.9 (2) 278.0 (4) 501.9 (2) 29.2 (3) 139.8 (4) 225.8 (1) 365.6 (1) 
MARSHALL 24.8 (10) 1418 (9) 2711 (6) 4128 (6) 34.2 (8) 191.0 (7) 259.8 (6) 450.8 (7) 
MEMPHIS 29.2 (7) 187.8 (10) 305.8 (2) 443.6 (3) 32.2 (6) 202.5 (10) 239.0 (5) 441.5 (6) 
RICE 31.4 (5) 110.9 (11) 2931 (8) 404.0 (8) 42.9 (12) 198.4 (9) 312.4 (12) 510.8 (12) 
SMU 28.3 (8) 171.3 (7) 2521 (7) 423.4 (4) 39.8 (11) 197.2 (8) 301.4 (10) 498.7 (10) 
SOUTHERN MISS 27.8 (9) 201.6 (3) 188.1 (11) 389.7 (10) 24.2 (1) 134.3 (3) 232.1 (3) 366.4 = (2) 
TULANE 24.4 (11) 201.0 (4) 194.9 (10) 395.9 (9) 31.2 (8) 132.6 (1) 287.7 (8) 420.2 (4) 
TULSA Ard \(0)) 172.9" (6) <372.0) (2) 3548:9) (1) 33.4 (7) 185.2 (6) 266.6 (7) 451.9 (8) 
UAB 19.6 (12) 110.2 (12) 215.3 (8) 325.6 (12) 35.1 (9) 256.8 (12) 230.8 (2) 487.6 (9) 
UCF 35.9 (2) 2348 (1) 176.9 (12) 411.6 (7) 26.6 (2) 133.1 (2) 233.3 (4) 366.4 (8) 
UTEP 33.6 (4) 147.7 (8) 275.2 (5) 4228 (5) 37.1 (10) 202.9 (11) 301.8 (11) 504.8 (11) 
2007 C-USA BOWL RESULTS 


NEW ORLEANS BOWL DEC. 21 NEW ORLEANS, LA.: FLORIDA ATLANTIC 44, MEMPHIS 27 
PAPAJOHNS.COM BOWL DEC. 22 BIRMINGHAM, ALA.: CINCINNATI 31, SOUTHERN MISS 21 
SHERATON HAWAII BOWL DEC. 23 HONOLULU, HAWAII: EAST CAROLINA 41, BOISE STATE 38 
TEXAS BOWL DEC. 28 HOUSTON, TEXAS: TCU 20, HOUSTON 13 » LIBERTY BOWL DEC. 29 MEMPHIS, TENN.: MISSISSIPPI STATE 10, UCF 3 
GMAC BOWL JAN. 6 MOBILE, ALA.: TULSA 63, BOWLING GREEN 7 
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HEAD COACH: SKIP HOLTZ RECORD AT SCHOOL: 20-17 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 54-40 (8 YEARS) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: STEVE SHANKWEILER, TODD FITCH DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: GREG HUDSON 
GREENVILLE, N.C. DOWDY-FICKLEN STADIUM (43,000) 


kip Holtz hasn't wasted any time in righting the Pirates’ ship. He took over an 
East Carolina program in 2005 that had won only three games in two years, 
and he has steadily built a contender, with back-to-back winning seasons and 
bowl appearances among the recent booty. The next step: a Conference USA 
title. Surprising late-season conference losses the last two years have knocked the Pirates 
off-course, and now they're rebuilding at some skill positions and hoping their defense 
can get to another level. Holtz thinks ECU is close, but the Pirates need more consistency 
at quarterback and in pass defense, and they must navigate a treacherous schedule. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS As if there weren't enough options in Holtz’ quarterback merry-go- 
round from last year with Patrick Pinkney and Rob Kass, wide receiver Dwayne Har- 
ris was getting a decent share of snaps under center again this spring. A senior, Pinkney 
finished strong in leading ECU to the 41-38 Hawaii Bowl victory over Boise State, 
and he started five games, accounting for 1,358 yards and 11 touchdowns passing. He 
is the more versatile runner. Kass, who started seven games and threw for 1,164 yards 
and nine scores, is a more prototypical pocket passer. While Holtz says he hopes one of 
his veteran returnees will take the job, he’s not adverse to the rotation, and in fact, has 
already schemed the uber-athletic Harris into special situations. 


C-USA EAST 
PREDICTION RUNNING BACKS On paper, the loss of national all-purpose yardage leader Chris John- 
son seems a crippling blow, but the Pirates actually had some depth, starting with rising 
seniors Dominique Lindsay and Brandon Simmons. Lindsay was the third-leading rusher 
on the team with 205 yards and five scores last year, while Simmons played in 12 games 
but had only 11 rushing attempts. Lindsay is the 
most experienced candidate, and Holtz spent The Pirates were 8-5 last season, the 
all spring talking about the seniors, but don’t 8 eee IB ie 
be surprised if C-USA All-Freshman selection best 6-2 recordtent seonad lass 
Jonathan Williams emerges. finish in Conference USA’s East Division. 


RECEIVERS Jamar Bryant and the ubiquitous Harris are the wideouts, and that means 
the passing game should be potent. Bryant led the team with 48 catches for 704 yards 
and six TDs last season, and Harris, bigger and stronger than a year ago, will play a more 
significant role. Now the Pirates need a couple more young receivers to come through 
to fill out their multiple receiver sets. The leading candidates have exactly five catches 
among them, all by senior T.J. Lee, who sat out in the spring with a shoulder injury. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN There's a great blend of experience along with some blos- 
soming young talent along an offensive line that could be much improved. Senior left 
tackle Stanley Bryant and junior right guard Doug Palmer are back. Senior Fred Hicks, 
back from an ankle injury, should reclaim his job at center from Stephen Heis. Soph- 
omore D.J, Scott, who started the first eight games last year, took the right tackle job 
in the spring, and junior college transfer T.J. Harper has the goods at left guard. 
a DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Pirates are loaded up front with all four starters 
back. At end, senior Zack Slate and junior C.J. Wilson were both second-team 


and Linval Joseph was on the C-USA All-Freshman squad, splitting time with 


all that talent needs to translate into a stronger pass rush. 


LINEBACKERS Quentin Cotton is a preseason Butkus Award candidate, and Pierre 
Bell was honorable mention all-conference. The seniors should be bookends around 
whoever replaces Fred Wilson in the middle, likely junior Jeremy Chambliss, who 
missed the spring after surgery on his shoulder. Cotton is a big-play specialist, and Bell 
averaged 7.5 tackles per game. 


ss) DEFENSIVE BACKS The Pirate secondary ranked 114th nationally in pass defense in 
2007, allowing 289 yards per game, but there is some talent and experience here. Safety 
Van Eskridge led the team with 8.0 tackles per game in earning second team C-USA 
honors. Senior J.J. Millbrook, who came on to start the last three games, led the team 
with three interceptions, and ECU did come up with some ball-hawking plays. 


SPECIALISTS Junior kicker Ben Hartman has hit a school-record 59 consecutive extra 
points, and he hit late, game-winning field goals against North Carolina and Boise State 
last fall. Junior punter Matt Dodge averaged 41.3 yards per boot and put 24 kicks in- 
side the 20-yard line. Johnson, one of the nation’s most dangerous kick returners, is gone. 


. : a 
All-Conference USA selections. Junior tackle Jay Ross was honorable mention Qly 


rising senior Khalif Mitchell, yet another honorable mention all-conference pick. Now, ~~ ne BRYANT 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE PIRATES 
Pirate fans are happy with their team 
under Skip Holtz. East Carolina is now a 
high-scoring, swashbuckling unit that’s a 
legitimate challenger for the Conference- 
USA championship. And what fan wouldn’t 
love a non-conference schedule that in- 
cludes Virginia Tech and NC State nearby 
and West Virginia at home? And that’s just 
in the first four games before C-USA play 
heats up. Is it too much, too soon? Is ath- 
letic director Terry Holland putting too 
much on Holtz? Holtz’s famous father Lou 
thinks so and has said as much. Whatever 
the case, East Carolina is a winner again 
and seemingly building and getting better 
every year under Holtz and his staff. If 
that tough early season schedule doesn’t 
beat them up too badly, if the quarterback 
situation takes care of itself and if either 
Dwayne Harris or Jonathan Williams (or 
better yet, both) join Jamar Bryant as big- 
play men, ECU can be as good as anyone 
in the league. The defense, with all those 
starters back, has to be better, too, and at 
last, maybe that’s the formula to propel 
the Pirates to the conference champi- 
onship game — the next logical step for a 
program seemingly on the cusp of some- 
thing special. 


A. 30 #Virginia Tech L 
S. 6 West Virginia L 
S. 13 _atTulane W 
S. 20 at NC State sae 
S. 27 Houston = 
0.11 atVirginia be 
0. 18 Memphis _ oe WI 
N. 2 atUCF * 
N. 8 Marshall a W 
N. 15 at Southern Miss * 
N. 22 at UAB We 
N. 28 UTEP W 


1 


#Charlotte, NC 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or Lindicates a projected win or loss 
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2008 SCHEDULE 


Kevin Cox/Getty Images: 


QUARTERBACKS 
ll Clay, Brett 

14 Kass, Rob 

4 Mazzone, Taylor 
15 Pinkney, Patrick 


RUNNING BACKS 

1 Ballard, Darnell 

33 Brockmeyer, Justin 

45 Gidrey, Kevin 

39 Herlocker, Ben 
Jones, Derrick 

24 Lindsay, Dominique 

6 Rogers, JR. 

25 Simmons, Brandon 

43 Simmons, Jason 
Ward, David 

33. Whitley, Norman 

2 Williams, Jonathan 


RECEIVERS 

22 Bowman, Michael 

84 Brumsey, Javon 

10 Bryant, Jamar 

81 Freeney, Darryl 
Green, Anthony 

V7 Harris, Dwayne 

7 Lee, Tu. 

12 McFadden, Dw. 
Nowell, Erik 

26 Pittman, Wes 

80 Taylor, Alex 
Terrell, Terrance 

85 Waymon, DeMorio 

8 Willis, Reyn 

TIGHT ENDS 

86 Byrd, Michael 


HT/WT 
63/210 
6-4/255 
6-1/197 
6-0/198 


HT/WT 
5-7/190 
5-10/201 
6-2/260 
6-0/219 
6-1/235 
5-10/210 
5-11/197 
6-1/223 
6-0/237 
5-11/242 
5-9/187 
6-1/196 


HI/WT 
5-9/165 
6-4/191 
6-2/208 
5-11/196 
6-2/192 
6-0/198 
6-0/207 
6-2/217 
5-9/163 
5-11/203 
6-4/207 
5-10/173 
63/185 
63/215 


HT/WT 
6-4/235 


cL 
dr 
Jr 
Jr. 
Sr. 


cL 


Dayon Arrington 
C.J. Brown 

Mike Brown 
dosh Clark 
Allen Crowder 
Dalton Faulds 
Anthony Garner 
Grant Harner 
T.J. Harper 
Jacobi Jenkins 
Adrian Jones 
Robert Jones 
Josh Jordan 
Max Joyner 
Logan Kudlinski 
Rahkeem Morgan 
Leonard Paulk 
Justin Venable 
Joe Womack 


ECU’s incoming class is heavy in linemen in 
more ways than one, as Skip Holtz empha- 
sized getting bigger up front. Among the 
newcomers are nine linemen, four 290-plus 
pounds. Holtz has called the group a “pro- 


WR 
OL 
TE 
OL 
DL 
OL 
DL 
OL 
OL 
WR 
ATH 


6-2 
6-4 
6-4 
6-4 
6-2 
63 
6-1 
6-6 
6-2 
6-0 
5-11 
63 
6-4 
6-2 
6-5 
6-0 
5-11 
6-1 
6-1 


HOMETOWN 3 Drew, Davon 
Concord,NC 87 Kraemer, U.R. 
Longwood, FL 85 Tanski, Martin 
Raleigh, NC 89. Towery, Will 

Fayetteville, NC QFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
HOMETOWN 54 Allen, Sean 
Fayetteville, NC 78 Bryant, Stanley 
Pasadena,MD 74 Campbell, Terence 
Virginia Beach, VA 75 Dowless, Cory 
Charlotte, NC 60. Farr, Andrew 
Elizabethtown, NC 72 Heis, Stephen 
Charlotte, NC 57 Hicks, Fred 
Raleigh,NC 64 Melvin, Travis 
Newton Grove,NC 70 Palmer, Doug 
NewtonGrove,NC 63 Polochak, Doug 
Raleigh,NC 66 Scott, Du. 
Hamlet, NC Smith, Andrew 
Greenville, NC DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
HOMETOWN ~—-99._ Allison, Antonio 
Wadesboro, NC 56. Atkins, Chris 
Elizabeth City 93 Danso, Kwaku 
Hamlet,NC 92 Hands, Marcus 
Suffolk, VA 46 Johnson, A.J. 
Concord,NC 97 Joseph, Linval 
Stone Mountain,GA 93 Mercer, Maurice 
Raleigh,NC 98 Mitchell, Khalif 
Charlotte, NC 53 Robinson, Scotty 
Charlotte, NC 90 Ross, Jay 
Raleigh,NC 79 Setzer, Brandon 
Greensboro,NC 41 Slate, Zack 
San Antonio,TX 94 Smith, Willie 
Tallahassee, FL 95 Wilson, Cu, 
lynchburg, VA LINEBACKERS 
HOMETOWN 34 ‘Bell, Pierre 
Thomasville, NC 49 Chambliss, Jeremy 
205 
315 
230 OFFENSE (7) 
265 WR 10 Jamar Bryant (Jr) 
260 WR 17 Dwayne Harris (So.) 
285 LT 78 Stanley Bryant (Sr) 
290 LG 73 Tu. Harper (Ur) 
300 | —¢ 57 Fred Hicks (Sr) 
315 | G70 Doug Palmer (dr) 
ee RT 66 D.J. Scott (So.) 
260 | TE 3 Davon Drew (Sr.) 
710 QB 15 Patrick Pinkney (Sr.) 
191 FB 45 Kevin Gidrey (So.) 
65 RB 2. Jonathan Williams (So.) 
180 DEFENSE (9) 
ee DE 41 Zack Slate (Sr) 
195 DT 90 Jay Ross (ur.) 
DT 97 Linval Joseph (So.) 
DE 95 C.J. Wilson (Jr.) 


DEPTH CHART 


OLB 50 Quentin Cotton (Sr) 
LB 49 Jeremy Chambliss (Jr) 
OLB 34 Pierre Bell (Sr.) 


gram class,” one to develop as ECU turns the ere) 
corner into a consistent winner. Tu. Harper, a CB 35 Jerek Hewett (Sr) 
junior college transfer who enrolled at ECU SS 4 Van Eskridge (ur.) 
in January, will help a veteran offensive line. FS 20 JJ. Milbrook (Sr) 
Holtz says Dayon Arrington, a big, physical 

wide receiver, has the best chance of play- SPECIAL TEAMS 

ing immediately among the freshmen. De- K 30 Ben Hartman (ur) 
fensive lineman Robert Jones and athlete P 14 Matt Dodge (ur) 


Adrian Jones (no relation) could be sleepers. 


2008 EAST CAROLINA ROSTER 


6-4/254 Sr. New Bern, NC 
65/243 Sr. Wildwood, MO 
63/245 dt. Raleigh, NC 
65/282 Fr. Asheville, NC 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
63/307 dr. Wilson, NC 
6-5/282 Sr. Goldsboro, NC 
65/320 Jr. Maxton, NC 
6-5/287 So, Franklinville, NC 
6-4/279 So. Pell City, AL 
65/285 dr. Cincinnati, OH 
6-0/304 Sr. Seffner, FL 
66/291 So. Fayetteville, NC 
63/300 ur. Fayetteville, NC 
6-4/284 So. Ponte Vedra Bch,, FL 
6-6/324 So. Green Cove Sprs., FL 
6-0/239 Fr. Huntersville, NC 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-4/297 Fr. Statesville, NC 
6-3/242 So. Chattahoochee, FL 
6-6/345 Ur. Kumasi, Ghana 
65/281 Sr. Wilmington, NC 
6-2/256 So. Atlanta, GA 
6-6/358 So. Alachua, FL 
65/259 Fr. Nashville, NC 
6-6/306 Sr. ‘Virginia Beach, VA 
6-4/246 dr. Salisbury, NC 
6-3/306 dr. Wilmington, NC 
6-6/335 Sr. Thomasville, NC 
6-5/221 Sr. Melbourne, FL 
6-6/276 So. Kenly, NC 
64/271 dr. Belhaven, NC 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/231 Sr. Vanceboro, NC 
60/227 dr. Tyrone, GA 


50 Cotton, Quentin 6-2/224 
58 Haynes, Austin 6-2/212 
44 Johnson, Nick 6-1/215 

Lineback, Dustin §-11/229 
55 Mack, Dalvon 6-0/220 
31 Osborne, Lorenzo 6-3/202 
9 Patterson, Melvin 63/219 
40 Perryman, Cliff 6-1/225 
57 Quintanilla, Juan 6-0/241 
55 Spence, Steve 6-2/215 
28 Thompson, Matt 6-2/203 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT 
1 Best, Leon 6-0/205 
26 Blacknall, Derek §-11/187 
24 Bullock, Jeremy 6-0/195 
37 Carter, Julian 6-2/191 
38 Davis, Emanuel 5-11/187 
4 Eskridge, Van 6-0/200 
27 Hampton, Spencer 5§-10/202 
35 Hewett, Jerek §-11/195 
23 Marshall, Dekota 6-1/195 
19 Mattocks, Chris 6-0/210 
20 Milbrook, Jv. 5-9/191 
21 Reynolds, Darryl 6-1/189 
13 Simmons, Travis 510/179 
40 von Bargen, Kurtis §-10/195 
27 Wallace, Devon 6-2/198 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT 
14 Dodge, Matt (P/K) 6-2/220 
30 Hartman, Ben (K) §-11/210 
55 Paderick,Murphy(K)  5-11/211 


5 Przestrzelski, Nathan (P) 6-5/195 
59 Raynor, Wilson (LS) 6-2/235 
13. Sloan, Joseph (H) 5-11/174 


8 Reyn Willis (dr) 

80 Alex Taylor (ur) 

74 Terence Campbell (ur) 
60 Andrew Farr (So.) 

72 Stephen Heis (ur.) 

75 Cory Dowless (So.) 
64 Travis Melvin (So.) 

87 J.R. Kraemer (Sr.) I 
14 Rob Kass (Jr) | 
43 Jason Simmons (Sr.) 
24 Dominique Lindsay (Sr) | 


92 Marcus Hands (Sr) 
99 Antonio Allison (Fr) 
98 Khalif Mitchell (Sr.) 
94 Willie Smith (So.) 

40. Cliff Perryman (Fr.) 
44 Nick Johnson (Jr) 
31 Lorenzo Osborne (ur) 
38 Emanuel Davis (Fr.) | 
13 Travis Simmons (So.) | 


23 Dekota Marshall (So.) 
19 Chris Mattocks (Jr) 


KR 2 Jonathan Williams (So.) | 
PR 17 Dwayne Harris (So.) 
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2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 8-5 (6-2 C-USA) 


DATE OPPONENT 

S. 1 at Virginia Tech 

S. 8 North Carolina 

S.15 Southern Miss 

S.22 at West Virginia 

S.29 at Houston 

0. 6 UCF 

0.13 at UTEP 

0.20 NC State 

0.27 UAB 

N. 3. at Memphis 

N.10 at Marshall 

N. 24 Tulane 

D.23 #Boise State 
# Hawaii Bowl 


Sr. High Point, NC 
Fr. Jacksonville, NC 
Jr Charlotte, NC 
So. Climax, NC 
Sr. Fayetteville, NC 
Jr. Atlanta, GA 
So. Alachua, FL 
Fr. Richmond, VA 
Sr. Faison, NC 
Fr. Norfolk, VA 
Fr. Mebane, NC 
cL HOMETOWN 
Sr. Kinston, NC 
Fr Greensboro, NC 
dr Littleton, NC 
Fr. New Bern, NC 
Fr. Manteo, NC 
Jr. Shelby, NC 
So. Greenville, NC 
Sr. Shallotte, NC 
So. Jacksonville, NC 
Jr New Bern, NC 
Sr. Miami, FL 
So. New Bern, NC 
So. Tallahassee, FL 
Sr. Midlothian, VA 
Fr. Burlington, NC 
cL HOMETOWN 
Jr. Morehead City, NC 
Jr. Winston-Salem, NC 
So. Sanford, NC 
So. Black Mountain, NC 
Sr. Dunn, NC 
Jr. Chester, VA 
RESULT SCORE 
k 17-7 
w 34-31 
a 28-21 
L 48— 7 
W 3/=35 
WwW 52-38 
Ww (ot) 45-42 
Li 34-20 
Ww 41- 6 
Ww 56-40 
L 26-7 
Ww 35-12 
w 41-38 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP 
Patrick Pinkney 200 121 
Rob Kass 175 96 
RUSHING ATT YDS 
Chris Johnson 236 1,423 
Patrick Pinkney 79 306 
RECEIVING REC YDS 
Jamar Bryant 48 704 
Chris Johnson 37 528 
Phillip Henry Dis 279 
Dwayne Harris 26 246 


TD INT 
ll 4 
1,164 9 4 


1 
V7 
39) 4 


TD 
14.7 6 
143 6 
10.3 0 

OS re 


Kicking: Ben Hartman, 13-22 FGs, 50-50 XPs, 89 points 
Tackles: Van Eskridge, 104; Pierre Bell, 97 


Sacks: C.J. Wilson, 7 
Interceptions: J.J. Milbrook, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: KEVIN SUMLIN RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: DANA HOLGORSEN, JASON PHILLIPS DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN SKLADANY 
a, HOUSTON, TEXAS ROBERTSON STADIUM (32,000) 


he Houston Cougars, who have utilized basketball-style transition football to 
roll up 18 wins over the past two seasons, are undergoing a slightly different 
type of transition this season. Check that — a vastly different style. The 
Cougars said goodbye to former coach Art Briles, who took over the ailing 
Baylor program, and welcomed new coach Kevin Sumlin, who has spent the last five 
years on Bob Stoops’ staff at Oklahoma. Sumlin intends to maintain an “aggressive style 
of offense,” which will blend elements of Briles’ quirky spread attack with Texas Tech’s 
explosive passing game. Sumlin has hired former Red Raiders offensive coordinator 
Dana Holgorsen to help implement the Cougars’ new attack. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS It was assumed that Case Keenum, C-USA’s Freshman of the 
Year after rolling up 2,259 passing yards and 14 touchdowns, would be the front- 
runner this season, but that may not be decided just yet. Keenum has an innate foot- 
ball sense that allows him to make plays with his feet when the pocket collapses, as 
evidenced by last season’s 412 rushing yards and nine TDs. Blake Joseph, who has been 
working extensively with Holgorsen to improve his footwork and touch, looked sensa- 
tional in the spring, quite different from the guy who last year struggled with his reads and 
couldn't escape the rush. 


C-USA WEST 
iii fesle) R= RUNNING BACKS Replacing superstar Anthony Alridge (1,597 yards, 19 total TDs), 


is going to be difficult, but look for sophomore Andre Kohn to get a chance. Kohn 
The returning wideouts combined to catch 


spent part of last season recovering 
5 x, 63 passes last year. And Mark Hafner, 


from a knee injury but showed 
flashes in the few touches he got. 
_ who is making the move from tight end to 
big slot, had 40 of those. The departed 


While not possessing Alridge’s 
speed, Kohn is more of a polished Donnie Avery had 91 catches last year. 


product and has enough wiggle to 

his game to make him an effective threat. The Cougars also return Terrance Ganaway, 
a bullish back who can get the tough yards. Justin Johnson, a former quarterback, 
emerged in the spring, showing promise as a runner and receiver. 


RECEIVERS The next big problem for Sumlin and his staff is replacing Donnie Avery, 
another 4.2 burner, and Jeron Harvey. That duo combined for 146 catches, 2,129 yards 
and 10 TDs last season. Other than Mark Hafner, who is moving to big slot after catch- 
ing 40 passes as a tight end last season, the returnees with the highest number of re- 
ceptions are L.J. Castile and Chris Gilbert, both of whom caught seven balls. The field 
is wide-open, with big targets like 6'3" Castile, 6'6" Wesley Scourten and 6'4" JoJo Flo- 
rence, as well as smaller speedsters like Gilbert, Patrick Edwards and Tyron Carrier. 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The line should be one of the team’s strengths. Already solid 
with returnees like center Carl Barnett, left tackle Sebastian Vollmer and left guard 
Michael Bloesch, the line will be bolstered with the return of SirVincent Rogers, who 
missed almost two full seasons with a knee injury. Rogers will play right tackle, with 
redshirt freshman Chris Thompson next to him at guard. Developing depth will be one 
mission, with Matt Hart (6'6", 305) and Josh Bell (6'6", 300) bringing needed size. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Cougars, who will go with a 4-3 set this year under co- 
ordinator John Skladany, return two of C-USA’s best in seniors Phillip Hunt and Ell 
Ash. Hunt, one of the most mobile defensive ends in the league, should have a mon- 
ster season after rolling up 10.5 sacks a year ago. Ash, a huge (6'5", 293) tackle who may 
move to end, needs only to work on his intensity. Everyone has been waiting for talented 
) but enigmatic Cody Pree, now a senior, to arrive, so maybe this will be the year. 


LINEBACKERS Sumlin is beating the bushes, looking for speed. Cody Lubojasky re- 
turns in the middle, and while Matt Nicholson and C.J. Cavness can bring the hits, they 
don't possess the speed Sumlin covets. Arkansas transfer Tyrell Graham has the physical 
tools, with a well-chiseled 6'3", 225-pound frame, but there are questions about his motor. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Cougars have a ton of safeties, but precious few corners. 
Seniors Ernest Miller and Kenneth Fontenette are able to cover and deliver crushing 
hits, and Oklahoma State transfer Stephen James excelled in the spring. But after Quinte 
Williams and Brandon Brinkley, the corner position isn’t exactly well-stocked. 


SPECIALISTS Special teams were an afterthought under Briles. Sumlin stripped every- 
thing down to the absolute basics in the spring and rebuilt from scratch. The potential 
is there with the return of punter Chase Turner and field goal kicker Ben Bell. Finding 
a returner is paramount, with freshman Patrick Edwards heading the list. 


“ay —— 
—— 


~~ PHILLIP HUNT 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE COUGARS 


Let’s get one thing out of the way — Hous- 
ton is going to be good. Very good, per- 
haps. Sure, over the past couple of years, 
the Cougars were good enough to win a 
combined 18 games and make one trip to 
the Liberty Bowl as the Conference USA 
champions (2006). But Kevin Sumlin’s 
Cougars are going to be a different kind of 
good. The last few teams excelled because 
of Art Briles’ complex hybrid spread attack 
that buried opponents under an avalanche 
of points. But while Briles may have utilized 
a thinking man’s offense, there appeared to 
be absolutely no thought at all put into spe- 
cial teams or discipline, details which often 
left the Cougars exposed against better 
teams. Sumlin plans to change all that. 
After arriving from Oklahoma, Sumlin knew 
he had a nice well of returning talent, so he 
immediately began stripping things down 
to the fundamentals. Footwork became a 
priority, from linemen on both sides of the 
ball to quarterbacks. Receivers were intro- 
duced to the notion of precise route run- 
ning. Defensive backs were re-schooled in 
coverage techniques. In short, talent 
wasn’t good enough. If the Cougars are 
going to be good — very good — they’re 
going to need to outthink and out-execute 
opponents rather than simply trying to 
outscore them. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 30 Southern W 
S. 6 at Oklahoma State aL 
5.13) VAir Force Wl 
S. 20 at Colorado State = W 
S. 27 _ at East Carolina ez 
0. 11 UAB b Wi 
0.18 atSMU WwW 
0. 28 at Marshall W 
N. 8 Tulane Ww. 
N.15 Tulsa com 
Nee TEe: es 
N. 29 at Rice W 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Larry Smith 


2008 HOUSTON ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5 Dorsey, Tramaine 63/200 Sr. Houston, TX 
17 Elrod, Austin 61/185 Fr. Ovilla, TX 
12 Hill, Bryan 6-0/185 Fr Smithson Valley, TX 
15 Joseph, Blake 62/215 dr Bryan, TX 
7 Keenum, Case 61/205 So Abilene, TX 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
23 Davis, Jovan 6-2/210 Fr. Plano, TX 
38 Ebner, Jake 6-2/270 Sr. Friendswood, TX 
20 Ganaway, Terrance 60/199 So DeKalb, TX 
42. Harrison, Jessie §-10/215 So Omaha, TX 
3 Johnson, Justin 61/208 ‘Fr. Richardson, TX 
6 Kohn, Andre 5-11/200 So. Jacksonville, FL 
28 Oliver, Zach 6-0/235 So. Winnie, TX 
36 Richard, Brandon 510/230 So Houston, TX 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
35. Carrier, Tyron 5-9/170 Fr. Houston, TX 
10 Castile, Lu. 63/205 So LaMarque, TX 
83 Edwards, Patrick 5-10/166 Fr. Hearne, TX 
84 Florence, Joseph 64/200 Fr. LaMarque, TX 
8 Gilbert, Chris 59/175 ur. Dallas, TX 
87 Hafner, Mark 63/230 Sr. Waller, TX 
24 Monroe, Tim 62/185 dr. Mount Vernon, TX 
21 Orr, Thomas 62/180 Sr. Chicago, IL 
34 Patton, Blake 60/190 Fr. Baytown, TX 
19 Reasno, Anthony 511/193 So Midland, TX 
82 Rodriguez, Chaz 6-2/184 So San Antonio, TX 
18 Scourten, Wesley 6-6/225 So Richardson, TX 
43 Smelek, Brian 63/201 Jr Tomball, TX 
88 Smith, Eu. 6-1/185 Fr. Camden, MS 
9 Woods, Demetrius 60/170 Fr. Houston, TX 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
75 Agson, Isaiah 63/320 Sr. Houston, TX 
60 Anderson, Jaryd 6-4/265 So Anchorage, AK 
57 Barnett, Carl 63/285 dr. Dickinson, TX 


Jacolby Ashworth OL 6-3 275 
Bryce Beall RB 5-11 195 
Gino Collins CB 5-1-1185 
Doran Guillory DE 6-3 245 
Jackie Hinton Jr. DB 5-11‘ 187 
David Hunter DL 6-2 270 
Kris Johnston DB 6-0 190 
Anthony Lewis LB 6-1 200 
Jordan Mannisto K/P 6-0-1175 
Marcus McGraw LB 5-10 210 
Nick Saenz DB 5-11 ‘185 
Blake Sargent OL 6-3 275 
Jarvis Smith LB 6-2 215 
Isaiah Sweeney WR 5-9 160 
Kyle Thomas DE 6-4 275 
Nick Thurston LB 6-0 245 
AriTatum T 6-5 240 
Mohammed Usman DE 6-1 235 
Ken Van Heule OL 6-4 265 
Ronnie Williams WR 5-11 180 
Chris Wilson RB 5-11: 208 


Kevin Sumlin wanted to make an immediate 
dentin the local recruiting scene, and he did 
with 12 signees from the Greater Houston 
area. Moving to a 4-3, Sumlin wanted to add 
playmakers on defense, and got key addi- 
tions in defensive end Doran Guillory and 
linebackers Anthony Lewis and Jarvis Smith, 
originally a Baylor commit. But his biggest 
haul came in the defensive backfield, where 
players like Gino Collins, Kris Johnston and 
Nick Saenz provide the speed Sumlin is 
seeking. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Bell, Josh 
Bloesch, Michael 
Buycks, Robert 
Freeman, Justin 
Hart, Matt 
Mullen, Chad 
Rogers, SirVincent 
Sanchez, Michael 
Shoemaker, Jordan 
70 Thompson, Chris 
59 Vollmer, Sebastian 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Alake, Raymond 
Ash, Ell 

Barbandi, Mamood 
Foster, Charles 
Hartford, Billy 
Hunt, Phillip 
Lattier, Demarcus 
Martel, Jasmine 
Pree, Cody 

Ray, Michael 
Roulette, Anthony 
Stewart, Tate 

97 Thompson, Isaiah 
93 West, Brian 


LINEBACKERS 

50 Balias, Chris 
40 Cavness, Cu. 
43 Graham, Tyrell 
34 Lubojasky, Cody 
45 Maxwell, Britton 
47 McIntyre, John 
14 Mercer, Tim 

42 Mitchell, Chris 


EBRPASASSA 


PRSSSSGBSRLSS 


66/300 ur. Hitchcock, TX 
6-2/295 Sr. Spring, TX 
63/291 dr. Long Beach, CA 
6-3/259 Fr. Cuero, TX 
66/305 ur Huffman, TX 
6-6/270 Fr. Scurry, TX 
6-4/315 Sr, Jasper, TX 
6-2/248 Fr. Sharyland, TX 
63/275 So Midlothian, TX 
63/270 Fr. Hitchcock, TX 
68/290 Sr. Kaarst, Germany 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-4/265 So Arlington, TX 
65/293 Sr. Willingboro, Nd 
6-2/245 dr. Houston, TX 
60/298 Fr. Cameron, TX 
6-2/260 Sr. Houston, TX 
6-2/250 Sr. Fort Worth, TX 
6-2/285 Fr. Garland, TX 
6-1/285 dr. Lake Charles, LA 
63/290 Sr Hooks, TX 
6-2/236 Fr. LaMarque, TX 
63/260 dr. Garland, TX 
63/285 Sr. Katy, TX 
6-4/305 So Tatum, TX 
6-4/265 dr. Beaumont, TX 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
60/195 So Sugar Land, TX 
60/220 dr. Santa Fe, TX 
63/225 dr. Houston, TX 
63/230 Sr. Sugar Land, TX 
6-0/220 So. Brownwood, TX 
60/225 Fr. Bryan, TX 
511/185 dr. Spring, TX 
60/215 ur. Houston, TX 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 


WR 


10 Lu. Castile (So.) 
8 Chris Gilbert (Ur) 


82 Chaz Rodriguez (So.) 


87 Mark Hafner (Sr.) 


59 Sebastian Vollmer (Sr.) 
64 Michael Bloesch (Sr) 


57 Carl Barnett (ur.) 


70 Chris Thompson (Fr.) 
74 SirVincent Rogers (Sr.) 


7 Case Keenum (So.) 
6 Andre Kohn (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 
NT 
oT 
DE 
SLB 


56 Cody Pree (Sr) 
90 Ell Ash (Sr.) 

91 Tate Stewart (Sr) 
53 Phillip Hunt (Sr.) 


30 Matt Nicholson (Jr) 
MLB 34 Cody Lubojasky (Sr.) 


WLB 43 Tyrell Graham (Jr) 


cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


21 Brandon Brinkley (ur.) 
8 Quinte Williams (Sr.) 


5 Ernest Miller (Sr.) 


24 Tim Monroe (ur) 

35 Tyron Carrier (Fr.) 

83. Patrick Edwards (Fr.) 
18 Wesley Scourten (So.) 
71 Josh Bell (ur) 

75 Isaiah Agson (Sr) 

44 Jordan Shoemaker (So.) 
65 Justin Freeman (Fr.) 

79 Matt Hart (ur) 

15 Blake Joseph (Jr) 

20 Terrance Ganaway (So.) 


92 Billy Hartford (Sr.) 

48 Raymond Alake (So.) 
97 Isaiah Thompson (So.) 
94 Mamood Barbandi (Jr.) 
40 C.J. Cavness (ur) 

33. Shomari Williams (Jr) 
45 Britton Maxwell (So.) 
35 Loyce Means (So.) 

13 Aw. Edwards (Fr.) 

27 Stephen James (Sr.) 


28 Kenneth Fontenette (Sr.) 29 Ricardo Bates (Fr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


14 Ben Bell (ur) 
80 Chase Turner (ur) 


KR 83 Patrick Edwards (Fr) 
PR 83 Patrick Edwards (Fr) 


30 Nicholson, Matt 63/230 Jr Plano, TX 
7 Pilot, Chris 6-1/230 Sr Lufkin, TX 
4 Rideau, Rodney 61/230 Sr. Port Arthur, TX 
36 Rudd, J.T. 6-2/220 So. Cuero, TX 
33 Williams, Shomari 6-2/245 ur. Brampton, ON 
49 Woods, Mare 5-10/192 Fr. Houston, TX 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
29 Bates, Ricardo 5-11/170 Fr. Prattville, AL 
15 Bean, Broderic 61/215 dr. Kirbyville, TX 
23 Blackmon, Carson 511/180 Jr. Tatum, TX 
21 Brinkley, Brandon 60/175 dr. Bay City, TX 
13 Edwards, Av. 61/178 Fr. Brenham, TX 
28 Fontenette, Kenneth 6-0/180 Sr. Pflugerville, TX 
39 Haynes, Roisean 5-11/170 Fr. Converse, TX 
16 Inyang, Mighty 5-10/175 Sr. Round Rock, TX 
37 Izquierdo, Johan 61/180 Fr. Houston, TX 
31 James, Ryan 511/180 Sr. Hewitt, TX 
27 James, Stephen 5-10/205 Sr. Houston, TX 
38 Johnson, B.K. 60/170 Fr. Silsbee, TX 
35 Means, Loyce 5-10/160 So Houston, TX 
5 Miller, Ernest 60/195 Sr. Taylor, TX 
26 Patton, Todd 511/195 Fr. Baytown, TX 
32 Robinson, Jamal 5-10/185 So Schertz, TX 
17 Tennison, Ryan 510/10 Fr. Dallas, TX 
25 Williams, DeMario 5-9/180 dr. Dallas, TX 
8 Williams, Quinte 511/170 Sr. Houston, TX 
SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
14 Bell, Ben (K) 60/175 dr. Stephenville, TX 
83 Gibson, Jonathan (K/P) 5-9/172 dr. Allen, TX 
81 Juist, Norbie (LS) 6-4/240 Sr. Houston, TX 
45 Skinner, Tommy (P) 6-4/215 So Houston, TX 
80 Turner, Chase (P) 6-4/245 dr Friendswood, TX 
DATE PONEN RESUI SCORE 
S. 1  atOregon E 48-27 
S.15 at Tulane Ww 34-10 
S.22 Colorado State Ww 38-27 
S.29 East Carolina L 37=35 
0. 6 at Alabama L 30-24 
0.13 Rice W 56-48 
0.20 atUAB Ww 49-10 
0.27 at UTEP Ww 34-31 
N. 4 SMU Ww 38-28 
N.10  atTulsa L 56-7 
N.17 Marshall Ww 35-28 
N. 24 Texas Southern Ww 59- 6 
D.28 #TCU L 20-13 
#Texas Bowl 
SING AT COM: p TD INT 
Case Keenum 273 +187 2,259 14 10 
Blake Joseph 155 100 1,324 9 4 
[ SHING Atl 5 AVG v 
Anthony Alridge 259 1,597 6.2 14 
Terrance Ganaway 109 550 5.0 6 
Case Keenum 103 412 40 9 
RECEIVING REC D: AVG 1D 
Donnie Avery 91 1,456 160 7 
deron Harvey 55:) 1673. 12:25 
Anthony Alridge 42 428 102 5 


Kicking: T.J. Lawrence, 13-22 FGs, 54-55 XPs, 93 points 
Tackles: Rocky Schwartz, 103; Kenneth Fontenette, 69 


Sacks: Phillip Hunt, 10.5 


Interceptions: Kenneth Fontenette, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: MARK SNYDER RECORD AT SCHOOL: 12-23 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 12-23 (3 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOHN SHANNON DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: RICK MINTER TWwo-M I NUTE D RI LL 
HUNTINGTON, W.VA. JOAN C. EDWARDS STADIUM (38,019) A QUICK LOOK AT THE HERD 
arshall coach Mark Snyder enters his fourth campaign optimistic things Mark Snyder has been forced to rebuild a 
NATIONAL will be different than his first three, which all ended with more losses proud program at his alma mater, and 


FORECAST than wins. With a full complement of 85 scholarships for the first time progress has been slow in his three years. 
! since he was hired in 2005, Snyder is confident the results will improve. To spur things along, Snyder made 

“I've been playing five-card stud with three cards,” Snyder says. “We knew there would —_ changes at both offensive and defensive 

be three years of laying foundation. We'll be better this year, and the next year we'll coordinator, where he welcomed in John 

pretty much have everyone back. The future is bright.” Shannon from Toledo on the offensive side 
and former Cincinnati coach Rick Minter to 
QUARTERBACKS The competition to replace Bernard Morris will continue into fall. run the defense. Shannon will have to find 
Redshirt freshman Mark Cann has a slight lead, but nothing has been settled. Cann, a a quarterback to fit his system and im- 
lefthander, showed poise and patience during spring practice and more strength in his _ prove an offensive line that had trouble 
arm than he had as a true freshman. Another candidate is Georgia Tech transfer with pass protection last year. Marshall 
Jonathan Garner, who is more athletic than Cann and has the advantage of already has talent at the skill positions, plus an All- 


learning a college system. Still, Brian Anderson is the only player in the race with aca-_ America candidate at tight end. The ques- 
reer start on his résumé. tion is whether the passer can get them 


the ball and the offensive line can open 
RUNNING GACKS The man with the school name on his back is front and center. holes for Darius Marshall. Defensively, 
Darius Marshall enjoyed a stellar freshman campaign that saw him earn C-USA All- Marshall has plenty of room for improve- 

C-USA EAST Freshman honors. He started nine games and gained 631 yards on 123 carries for an av- ment. An injury-depleted unit gave up 30 
PREDICTION erage of 5.1 yards per carry. Chubb Small and Kelvin Turner, who combined for 12 __ Points nine times and 40 points four times. 

touchdowns last year, also return, and four true freshmen will be given achance tocom- _The return of Albert MeClelian will be big, 
plement Marshall. and it appears Marshall has the linebacker 

depth to make a seamless switch to 
RECEIVERS Tight end Cody Slate is one of the top Minter’s 34 scheme. The secondary must 
pass-catchers at his position in the nation. The Marshall forced seven turnovers come up with more big plays — the Herd 
speedster has good hands and should be the top pire ses hia dl were last in the nation in turnovers forced. 
tight end in the league this season after catching . The schedule is virtually the same as a 


ers Cincinnati and South Florida. year ago — Wisconsin and Illinois State 

replace Miami and New Hampshire. Mar- 
shall will see significant improvement if a 
productive quarterback emerges and the 
defense forces more turnovers. 


66 passes for 818 yards. Former Tennessee signee 
Lee Smith enjoyed a tremendous spring and will also be 
counted on to produce. An experienced wide receivers unit will receive a boost from jun- 
ior college speedster O.J. Murdock. The former South Carolina signee will give the 
Herd another deep threat, especially when teamed with Darius Passmore, who is primed 
for his most productive season after a summer of clearing up minor injuries. Two other 
starters in Marshall’s three-wide attack return — Emmanuel Spann and E.J. Wynn. 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Marshall ranked No. 108 in the nation in sacks allowed at 
3.2 per game, “and that was with a mobile quarterback,” Snyder says. Two starters are 
gone. Senior Brian Leggett is moving from guard to center, and to his left will be a pair 
of sophomores who started as redshirt freshmen — Brandon Campbell and Josh Evans. 
Daniel Baldridge and C.J. Wood will fight it out at right tackle, which will likely pro- 
tect the quarterback’s blindside (since Cann and Garner are both left-handed). 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Defensive coordinator Rick Minter is installing a 3-4 defense 
this season and moving former end Albert McClellan to an outside linebacker slot. 
Senior lan Hoskins, who started at defensive end last season, returns, and he will be 
joined by sophomores Johnny Jones and Michael Janac, who was impressive in spring 
practice. John Jacobs, who started eight games a year ago, gives the unit depth, and 
Montel Glasco and Shane Moore will also see time. 


LINEBACKERS After missing last year with a knee injury, McClellan will undoubtedly Gane 
boost Marshall’s defense. The junior was the C-USA Defensive Player of the Year in 
2006 but was injured last August and missed the year. He is moving to outside line- 
backer in Minter’s 3-4 scheme and will be counted on to pressure the quarterback. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


Andre Portis and Corey Hart were both active in the spring, and Maurice Kitchens was A. 30 _ Illinois State Ww 
second on the team in tackles a year ago. Also keep an eye on junior Antawn Booker. S. 6 atWisconsin — L 
more ; S. 13 Memphis L 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The anchor of the unit is free safety C.J. Spillman, a second- S. 20 at Southern Miss L 
team All-C-USA honoree a year ago who led the team in tackles. Spillman will be joined S. 27 atWestVirgnia = L~ 
by Aaron Johnson at strong safety, who spent last year backing up Spillman. At corner, 0. 3. Cincinnati L 
Snyder wants to see improvement. Starters J.J. Johnson and Zearrick Matthews return, 0.18 atUAB * 
but the competition is open and DeQuan Bembry was turning heads in the spring. 0.28 Houston u 
Last year’s starter at free safety, Ashton Hall, will be the nickel back. N. 8 at East Carolina a 
SPECIALISTS Spann will be the primary kick and punt returner, with Marshall also 2 er 7 : 
getting his opportunities. At placekicker, soccer goalkeeper Craig RatanamornandEl- 99 Tulsa L 


Mark Langelto 


liott Boyd are battling to replace Anthony Binswanger, who kicked and punted last JGeghas hs Boll Cossted gantad sani eee 
year. Cody Ochoa and Calvin Purchase are the punter candidates. Wor Lindicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


m> 
Me © 2008 MARSHALL ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN _— OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 29 Gamble, Phillip 5-11/225 Sr. Bainbridge, GA 
12 Anderson, Brian 6-3/209 So. Louisville, KY 62 Altobello, Matt 61/301 Sr. Keyser, WV 53 Gray, Scott 6-0/200 So. Union, KY 
9 Beardain, Wesley 61/207 dr. Winona,MS 79 Baldridge, Daniel 69/307 dr. Opelousas, LA 35 Harris, Kellen 63/224 Fr. Sharon, PA 
10 Cann, Mark 6-4/237 Fr. Landrum,SC 52 Bare, Adam 6-2/305 So. Ironton,OH 44 Hart, Corey 6-2/223 So. Loachapoka, AL 
18 Garner, Jonathan 6-4/218 Jr. DaytonaBeach,FL 64 Bruhin, John 65/304 Fr. Powell,TN 30 Harvey, Mario 60/252 Jr. Forsyth, GA 
7 Smith, Chris 6-3/220 Fr. South Point, OH 78 Campbell, Brandon 65/319 So. FortWashington, MD 56 King, Howard 6-2/213 So. Daytona Beach, FL 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 68 Carter, Micah 64/312 Fr. Beckley, WV 45 Kitchens, Maurice 63/247 Sr. Roanoke, VA 
48. Carpenter, George 5-10/209 Fr. Lancaster, OH 66 Curry, Branden 66/315 Fr. Hollywood, FL 96 McClellan, Albert 62/259 Uh Lakeland, FL 
9 Edwards, Terrell 62/21 Fr. Mobile, AL 61 Evans, Josh 6-4/324 So. Fayetteville, WV 33. Portis, Andre 63/240 dr. Cleveland, OH 
42 Ludwick, Payden 511/215 So. Petersburg, wy 70 Glenn, Sergio 6-6/330 Fr. Winston-Salem, NC DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5 Marshall, Darius 510/193 So. Milledgeville, a 9 Leggett, Brian 61/287 St. Meridian,MS 17 Bembry, DeQuan 510/174 Fr Hawkinsville, GA 
49 Shick, Tyler 58/185 So.  Youngstown,0H 76 Rogers, Jimmy 64/325 Ue Cleveland, MS 3) Brown, Omar 510/181 Fr — Moncks Corner, SC 
28 Small, Chubb 5-9/193 St Auburndale, FL © 71 Schofield, Chad 6-4/320 So. _—_Strongville,OH 49 Culicerto, Pete 61/197 So. Charlotte, NC 
43. Tominack, Cody 511/220 Sr West Alevander, PA 73. ‘Tillman, Ryan 65/280 Fr. Centreville, VA 13. Drakeford, Tu. 511/187 Ft Charlotte, NC 
34 Turner, Kelvin 510/200 Sr Danville, xy 97 Vint, Erik 6:4/285 So. Ridgeway,VA 99, Hall, Ashton 510/197 Jr Kingsland, GA 
RECEIVERS HVWr Gh HOMETOWN em 65/300 Fr Gainesville, 6A 96 Johnson, Aaron 511/184 Sr San Francisco, CA 
80 Edmonson, Courtney G-0/184 de Titusville F. DEFENSIVELINEMEN = HT/WT-CL_=- HOMETOWN 8 Johnson, J. 511/188 Sc Springdale, MD 
23 Milligan, Bryant 61/185 So. Cleveland, OH 50 Bragg, Joe 6-4/284 Sr. Morgantown, WV 42. Lips, Stuart 6-3/206 So. Herrons Creek, Australia 
38 Oskin, Seth 61/190 So. Myrtle Beach sc 58. Burkes, James 61/3. dr Charleston, WV 11. Matthews, Zearrick 59/186 Jr. Greenwood, SC 
a Pacers Darks 63/186 Sr Florida City, FL 95. Slasco, Montel 63/290 Sr. Westfield, NJ 14 Miller, Josh 510/183 dt. Fresno, CA 
37. Roberts Chuck 511/169 Ue Guyton, GA 21 Hoskins, Ian 6-2/256 Sr.  Campbelisville, KY 22 Perry, Kevin 5-10/180 So. Madison, AL 
24 Spann Enhianvel 511/195 Sr. Atlanta, GA 46 Jacobs, John 63/253 Jr. Broadway, VA 40 Robinson, DeNathian 5-10/168 So. Hampton, VA 
87 ‘Thomndson, Taveris 6-2/180 Jk Lauderdale Lakes, FL 90 vanac, Michael 64/271 So. Miami, FL 19 Saunders, John 6-0/192 Jr Huntington, WV 
3 Wynn, Ew 511/165 Sr Washington, ‘DC 91 Jones, Johnny 65/289 So. Clewiston, FL 4 Spillman, Cu. 60/193 Sr. Louisville, KY 
’ : 97 Moore, Shane 6-2/286 So. Whitsett, NC 15 Wingate, DJ. 6-2/185 So. Daytona Beach, FL 
TIGHT ENDS . HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 77 Thompson, DeMetrius  6-2/225 So. Charleston, WV SpECIALISTS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 
19 Graham, Maurice 65/300 dr. Fresno, CA ! j | 
75 Traylor, Brett 63/280 So. Wheeling, WV 9 Boyd, Elliot (K) 60/190 So. Germantown, OH 
47 Henry, Robert 5-11/224 So, Bluefield, WV z , oye, ; 
: 74 Wallace, Joshua 6-2/260 So. Richmond, VA 38. J LS) 60/192 Fi St. Albans, WV 
83 Parkhurst, Matt 6-3/226 Sr. Philadelphia, PA james, Jeremy (LS) t. ! ns, 
Si) Stiles: Antew 63/260 Ft Kenova, wy MNEBACKERS HW CL HOMETOWN 39 McClellan, Sean (LS)  5-11/237 dr. Morristown, TN 
85 Slate Cody 64/220 dt Chipley, FL 27 Booker, Antawn 61/255 dt. Auburndale, FL 51 Ochoa, Cody (K) 61/183 So. Bridgewater, VA 
16 Smith, Lee 66/245 So Powell, TN 51 Evans, Bu. 6-0/224 Fr, Dunlow,WV 60 Purchase, Calvin (K) 62/179 Fr. Beaufort, SC 
: ‘ 92 Ratanamorn, Craig(K)  6-3/184 dr. Wichita, KS 
races ie er RECORD: 3-9 (3-5 C-USA] 
beinarngtn = B62 25 | 0 DEPTH CHART (oor cron RESULT SCORE 
Tyson Gale 1B 6-3 230 | «= FFENSE (8) S. 1 at Miami L 31- 3 
Maur ice Graham TE ea oe) WR 24 Emmanuel Spann (Sr.) 0.J. Murdock (Jr) S. 8 West Virginia L 48-23 
Yoe Paved Ma Ces) S.15 New Hampshire L 48-35 
leshawn Henderson CB 6-1 180 WR 1 Darius Passmore (Sr) 87. Tavaris Thompson (Jr) : PEE 
Cory McCutchen WR 6-4 178 WR 3 Ew. Wynn (Sr) 80 Courtney Edmonson (de) | S22 at Cincinnati L 40-14 
See we z = LT 78 Brandon Campbell (So.) 66 Branden Curry (Fr.) 0. 2 at Memphis L 24-21 
Andie Portis O1B «63.240 LG 61 Josh Evans (So.) 73. Ryan Tillman (Fr) 0.13 atTulsa L 38-31 
Jimmy Rogers T 6-4 235 C 65 Brian Leggett (Sr.) 64 John Bruhin (Fr) 0.21 Southern Miss L 33-24 
Ahmed Shakoor CB O5-1l_ 189 RG 62 Matt Altobello (Sr. 71 Chad Schofield (So.) 0.27 Rice Ww 34-21 
dordan Taylor RB 6-1 205 | RT 79 Daniel Baldridge (ur) 75 C.d. Wood (Fr) N. 3 atUCF L 47-13 
Zach Tenuta TE 6-3 230 : : 
Bometnilennomae RB 6-1 200: ~SCTE 85 Cody Slate (Jr) _ 16 Lee Smith (So.) N.10 East Carolina W 26- 7 
Charles Walker WR 5-10 185 | QB 10 Mark Cann (Fr) 18 Jonathan Garner (Jr) N.17 at Houston tt 35-28 
Martin Ward RB 5-9 188 RB 5 Darius Marshall (So.) 28 Chubb Small (Sr) N.24 UAB W 46-39 
Kase Whitehead Pp 5-10 180 ; ‘ 
Jamal Wilson WR 5-11 176 DEFENSE (9) 
John Youboty DE 6-4 246 DE 21 lan Hoskins (Sr) 95 Montel Glasco (Sr) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Marshall signed seven junior college players, | © pT 91 Johnny Jones (So.) 58 James Burkes (Jr) PASSING AYT COMP YDS ‘TD INT 
and several could have an impactrightaway. | pe 99 Michael Janac (So.) 46 John Jacobs (Jt) Bernard Morris 398 253 3,149 17 10 
Wide receiver OJ. Murdock isaformer 100 OLB 96 Albert McClellan (dr) 27 Antawn Booker (J BriantAnderson 28 o4 ples 
meter state champ in Florida and originally eClellan (ur. ntawn a0 er (ur) 
signed with South Carolina before spending ILB_ 44 Corey Hart (So.) 56 Howard King (So.) RUSHING Alt YDS AVG TD 
two years at a junior college. Another junior ILB 45 Maurice Kitchens (Sr) 35 Kellen Harris (Fr.) Darius Marshall 123 631 Dec} 
college receiver who will be given a shot to OLB 33 Andre Portis (Jr) 30. Mario Harvey (Jr) Bernard Morris 130 488 3.8 4 
He right ane erie ee hes ae CB 8 J. Johnson (Sr) 15 Dw. Wingate (So.) Chubb/Small TI 
IS Is ready to Start at linebacker. sate | ‘ RECEIVING REC YDS WG 1D 
Brandon Burns is slated to fill C.J. Spillman’s eT Bees Seer mane (st) 
SS 26 Aaron Johnson (Sr) 20 Ashton Hall (Jr) Sons oN BN 8 
shoes when he departs and may play his way - ) Darius Passmore 45 660 147 5 
oy ut field se Sree ae top Hn FS 4 C.J. Spillman (Sr.) Brandon Burns (ur) E.J. Wynn s1h 83000 TOON 
school players in Snyder’s fourth recruiting eee ; 
class ahr at ne back, where Re \ SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Anthony Binswanger, 13-18 FGs, 33-35 XPs, 72 pts. 
grabbed the top rusher in Indiana (Jordan | K 92 Craig Ratanamorn (Jr) KR 24 EmmanuelSpann (Sr) | Tackles: C.J. Spillman, 131; Maurice Kitchens, 90 
Taylor) plus standouts from Georgia (Martin | Pp PR 24 Emmanuel Spann (Sr) Backes Sanesce KCNC 


Ward) and Alabama (Demetrius Thomas). 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


51 Cody Ochoa (So.) 


Interceptions: Ryland Wilson, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


187 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


| 


C-USA EAST 
PREDICTION 


HEAD COACH: TOMMY WEST RECORD AT SCHOOL: 41-44 (7 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 76-79 (13 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CLAY HELTON DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TiM WALTON 
MEMPHIS, TENN. LIBERTY BOWL (62,380) 


ommy West has established the U of M as a perennial bowl participant. Now, 
he is intent on taking the program somewhere else it hasn't been: a Conference 
USA championship game. The road will be difficult in a competitive East Di- 
vision inhabited by UCF (the defending C-USA champ), East Carolina (a 2008 


favorite) and Southern Miss, but West is confident the Tigers can make it a four-team race. 


U f » Junior college transfer Arkelon Hall comes to Memphis after spend- 
ing last season at she College of the Sequoias in California. Hall was regarded as one of 
the nation’s top 10 quarterback prospects when he signed with Washington State in 
2005. In the Northwest, his career stalled. He was a redshirt in 2005 and broke his leg 
in a preseason scrimmage in 2006 before transferring to junior college. At Memphis, 
he'll give the Tigers something the spread offense covets: a quarterback who can run. 
Matt Malouf, a sophomore, played a key reserve role as a freshman, entering games in 
third- and fourth-down situations mostly to run. 


Memphis hasn’t returned a 


kickoff for a touchdown since 
1996, when Kevin Cobb’s 95- 
yard TD return helped the 
Tigers shock a Tennessee team 


led by Peyton Manning, 


\ Projected 
starter “Ty. Pitts missed the 
spring while recovering from a 
broken ankle suffered in the 
bowl game, giving the inexperi- 
enced Curtis Steele and Mike Davis valuable repetitions. Pitts underwent two surger- 
ies to repair his ankle. If healthy, he should move into the starting role for the first time. 
A heralded back coming out of Georgia two years ago, Pitts is physical enough to gain 
the tough yardage. He averaged 4.5 yards per carry for the year and rushed for 110 
yards in the regular-season finale against SMU. Steele spent last season as a redshirt 
after coming from Northwest Mississippi Community College. 


'S The top four receivers are back from a unit that ranks as one of the best, 
and tallest, in the conference. Junior Carlos Singleton, at 6'8", is a matchup nightmare 
for most defensive backs in the league, evidenced by his team-high 11 touchdown re- 
ceptions a year ago. Duke Calhoun, who was the team’s leading receiver with 890 yards, 
is 6'4" and poised to set numerous records at a school that has produced several NFL 
receivers, including Isaac Bruce and Russell Copeland. 


FFENSIVE LINE West calls this group one of the best he’s had in eight years as 
Memphis’ head coach. It’s a unit led by two-time all-conference tackle Brandon Pearce 
and junior transfer Malcom Rawls, who originally signed with Tennessee. Philip Beliles 
adds consistency, too, having started each of the team’s 13 games a year ago at center. 
The Memphis running game got a boost late in the season when Terrence Echols moved 
into a starting role at left guard after serving as a backup at center. 


If the defense is to make an impact, the line will be an integral 
part of the rurnaroutid Clinton McDonald, an all-conference candidate, leads the group 
and was selected by his teammates as a captain in 2007, the only junior so honored in 
West's tenure. McDonald led the team in TFLs and sacks and also forced two fumbles. 
End Greg Terrell, who also forced two fumbles and blocked a kick, is another all-league 
candidate. Senior end Corey Mills (Ole Miss) and senior nosetackle Freddie Barnett 
(Arkansas) are ex-SEC signees who have proven to be playmakers. 


NEG ACKERS A position that fought through i injuries a year ago will be much bet- 
ter as long as Winston Bowens and Greg Jackson remain healthy. Bowens, who was lost 
at midseason due to a knee injury, is a classic middle linebacker who was emerging as 
a defensive leader when he was hurt. Jackson possesses the speed required of an outside 
linebacker in a 4-3 scheme. At the other outside spot, Josh Weaver, a quick, athletic con- 
verted defensive end, could be the key to this unit's effectiveness. 


IVE BACKS Tiger defensive backs are expected to be much more physical, and 
the parnechochs should play more man coverage this fall. West wants an aggressive unit 
that may get burned on occasion, but one that also will make plays, something that was 
missing in 2007. Senior cornerback Michael Grandberry, who didn’t play much a year 
ago, flourished under the new philosophy and new coaches in the spring. 


) The kicking game will be in experienced feet. Junior kicker Matt Reagan 
struggled at times last season, but he recovered to lead the team in scoring (80 points) 
and earned two conference Player of the Week honors. He beat SMU in overtime with 
a 32-yard kick. Consistent senior punter Brent Sutherland averaged 40.7 yards. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE TIGERS 
Memphis would like to emulate the suc- 
cess of its basketball program and 
achieve the football equivalent: a bid to a 
BCS game. That might be a reach, but an 
attainable goal for this program is a Con- 
ference USA title and a berth in the home- 
town Liberty Bowl. However, making a 
leap from a 7-6 season to a league title 
will be too difficult a challenge for the 
2008 Tigers, who must replace too many 
players at key positions. The U of M will be 
breaking in new starters at quarterback 
and running back. Neither junior college 
transfer Arkelon Hall nor sophomore Matt 
Malouf has started a game at quarter- 
back. Running back T.J. Pitts moves into 
the starting role but missed the spring re- 
covering from two surgeries to repair a 
broken ankle. The big ‘if’ for the Tigers is 
whether Hall or Malouf can consistently 
find what is perhaps the league’s best col- 
lection of receivers. Defensively, new co- 
ordinator Tim Walton should make this a 
much better unit. While another bow! trip 
— which would be the program’s fifth in 
six years — is possible, there’s too much 
talent in the C-USA’s East Division for the 
Tigers to earn a Liberty Bowl bid. East 
Carolina is a division favorite, and Mem- 
phis must play the Pirates in Greenville, 
N.C. The Tigers seem more likely to make 
their run in 2009. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


30 at Ole Miss 
_ 6 Rice 

13 at Marshall 
20 Nicholls State 
27 Arkansas State 
at UAB 
10 Louisville 


ae + || SSS Slei- 


ZOO OOM NIN > 
rm 


18 at East Carolina 
. 25 Southern Miss 
8 atSMU 
N. 22 UCF 
N. 29 Tulane 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates 3 projected win or loss 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 
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In.an attempt to answer immediate needs at 
quarterback and running back, coach Tommy 
West dipped into the junior college ranks. He 
deemed the strategy a success after signing 
quarterback Arkelon Hall and running back 
Greg Ray. Hall enrolled in January and par- 
ticipated in spring drills, where he battled 
sophomore Matt Malouf for the starting job. 
Rated the No. 8 quarterback prospect in the 
nation coming out of Edison High in Fresno, 
Calif., Hall signed with Washington State but 
transferred to the College of the Sequoias in 
2007. West believes he got a steal in Ray, a 
native of Los Angeles. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


2008 MEMPHIS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN TIGHT ENDS. 

8 Hall, Arkelon 63/220 dr Fresno,CA 13 Farr, DajLeon 

7 Hudgens, Will 6-4/235 Sr. Memphis,TN 81 Onarheim, Deven 

19 Ingram, Byron 65/195 So. Stone Mountain,GA 85 Russell, Brett 

10 Malouf, Matt 63/212 So. Greenwood,MS OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

15 Toney, Brett 61/190 dr Germantown,TN 74 Anderson, Ken 

18 Walker, Dallas 66/228 Fr. Ridgeland, MS 61. Antonescu, Michael 

RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 97 Beliles, Philip 

20 Davis, Mike 511/230 Fr. Newnan, GA be Clem, a : 

35. Jones, Stacy 62/245 Ur Columbus, MS. ee a 

28 Longstreet, Jeremy 61/200 So. Olive Branch, MS. 5 Hiab 

3 Pitts, Tw. 5-10/203 dr. Gainesville, GA 68 Hardie, Robbie 

44 Simpson, Jonathan 63/210 Fr Trenton, TN 75 Leary, Ronald 

26 Steele, Curtis 60/185 dr. Franklin,TN 7). Pearce, Brandon 

RECEIVERS HVWT CL HOMETOWN — 77. Rawls, Malcom 

1 Baker, Cam 60/170 Fr Osceola, AR 4 Riley, Dominik 

2 Black, Steven 63/213 Sr — Birmingham,aL Erie Cody 

22 Calhoun, Duke 64/195 de Memphis,1N 22 Todd, Brent 

88 Cox, Todd 6-2/210 So. Memphis,TN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

84 Echols, Curtis 63/190 So. Memphis,IN 99 Barnett, Freddie 

2B Godwin, Lucian 60/185 Jr Cordova,IN 96 Brown, Jada 

29 Hall, Brian 511/190 dr Collierville, TN a fee oe 

83 Jackson, LaBradford 65/193 Fr BartletIN ee eg 

86 Joachim, Steven 6-4/205 dr Miami, FL 96 ‘a ists be 

80. Jones, Maurice 6-4/225 Sr. Memphis, TN 91 Binet William 

9 McCoy, Antonio 6-0/185 Sr. Stariville, MS. 67 McCleod, Joel 

87 Robinzine, Carlton 63/218 Sr. Memphis,TN 53 McDonald, Clinton 

82 Rodgers, Henry 62/188 Fr. Memphis,TN 4). Niills, Corey 

89 Singleton, Carlos 68/215 dr Brownsville,TN 94 Terrell, Greg 

17 West, Turner 63/185 So. Germantown,TN 97 Turner, Steven 

14 Williams, Earnest 60/192 Sr. Bells, TN 98 Walker, Tommy 

Demetrius Culpepper DE 6-5 245 

DajLeon Farr TE 6-5 252 

Arkelon Hall QB 6-3 220 OFFENSE (7) 

Marcus Hightower WR 6-2 180 WR 22 Duke Calhoun (Jr.) 

Ricky Holloway LB 62-225 WS 2 Sere eae 

Kindly Jacques OL 67 325 bat = —— (Sr) 

Colton Jenkins DL 66 290 - 2 — = = 

? nm if 

Steven Joachim WR 6-4 205 a oa uae 
.. Ui) fe, 

oe 24 : ; ae RG 77 Malcom Rawls (Jr) 

er, Fanely & RT 71 Brandon Pearce (Sr.) 

Donald Law TE 65 260 TE 85 Brett Russell (Sr.) 

Clay Lee Dei st 2S QB 8 Arkelon Hall (dr) 

Derrick Odom LB 6-2 202 TB 3 Tw. Pitts (dr) 

Dontari Poe DT 63 315 

Greg Ray RB 510 205 | DEFENSE (10) 

Brandon Ross RB 6-0 205 Za a Matis (34) ma 

Marcus Rucker WR 6-3 180 a = eee —— r) 

Mike Shepard DB 6-2 205 ee Sar :! 

Frank Trotter DT 62 260 8 ; 


OLB 59 Greg Jackson (Jr.) 
MLB 50 Winston Bowens (So.) 
OLB 90 Josh Weaver (ur.) 


cB 
cB 
Ss 
FS 


27 Michael! Grandberry (Sr) 
21 LeRico Mathis (Sr.) 

8 Tony Bell (Sr.) 

2 Brandon Patterson (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


43 Matt Reagan (ur) 

27 Michael Grandberry (Sr) 
49 Brent Sutherland (Sr.) 
14 Earnest Williams (Sr.) 


HT/WI CL HOMETOWN 
65/252 Sr. Houston, TX 
67/255 So. Maylene, AL 
63/245 Sr. Memphis, TN 
HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-3/280 So. Memphis, TN 
6-4/290 Fr. Ridgeland, MS 
65/290 Sr. Memphis, TN 
66/260 Fr. Memphis, TN 
65/305 Sr Southaven, MS 
63/307 Sr. Byhalia, MS 
66/275 ur. McKenzie, TN 
6-4/290 Fr Hampton, GA 
64/345 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 
66/300 Sr. Memphis, TN 
65/315 dr. Memphis, TN 
6-4/305 So. Montgomery, AL 
64/305 Sr. New Albany, MS 
63/320 Sr. Pelham, AL 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/300 Sr. Texarkana, AR 
62/265 Jr. College Park, GA 
6-6/310 So. Collierville, TN 
63/291 Sr Brownsville, IN 
64/275 Fr. Mobile, AL 
6-6/290 So. Winona, MS 
6-4/226 So. Moultrie, GA 
63/310 ‘Fr. Miramar, FL 
63/265 Sr Jacksonville, AR 
6-4/260 Sr. Memphis, TN 
64/255 dr Birmingham, AL 
6-3/270 Jr. Brownsville, TN 
63/270 So. Munford, TN 


DEPTH CHART | 


89 Carlos Singleton (ur) 
80 Maurice Jones (Sr) 
87 Carlton Robinzine (Sr.) 
79 Paul Edwards (Jr) 
70 Michael Denning (Sr.) 
61 Michael Antonescu (Fr.) 
64 Dominik Riley (So.) 
75 Ronald Leary (Fr.) 

81 Deven Onarheim (So.) 
10 Matt Malouf (So.) 

26 Curtis Steele (ur) 


98 Tommy Walker (So.) 
97 Steven Turner (uJr.) 
60 Brandon Douglas (Sr.) 
96 Jada Brown (Jr) 
48 Corderick Govan (So.) 
45 Tommy Phelps (Sr.) 
25 Jeremy Rockette (ur) 
7 Alton Starr (Jr.) 
4 Darius Davis (So.) 
39 Malcolm Jones (So.) 
9 Jermaine Richardson (Fr.) 


LINEBACKERS 

50 Bowens, Winston 
56 Fruitt, Will 

48 Govan, Corderick 
32. Griffin, Tyler 

52 Hill, John 

59 Jackson, Greg 
58 Lawson, Lester 
27 McArthur, John 
42 Odom, Derrick 
45 Phelps, Tommy 
25 Rockette, Jeremy 
40. Terry, Roger 

23 Thomas, Terrence 
90 Weaver, Josh 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

8 Bell, Tony 

4 Davis, Darius 

27 ‘Grandberry, Michael 
39 Jones, Malcolm 

16 Lamar, Deante’ 

21 Mathis, LeRico 

2 Patterson, Brandon 
9 Richardson, Jermaine 
7 Starr, Alton 

31 Wooten, Monce! 

46 Wright, Bryan 
SPECIALISTS 

92 Berra, Nick (K) 

52 Bratcher, Keenan (LS) 
43 Reagan, Matt (K) 

49 Sutherland, Brent (P) 


HT/WT 
6-0/250 
5-11/215 
62/220 
5-11/205 
5-9/200 
6-2/205 
6-2/244 
5-11/180 
6-2/202 
63/245 
63/220 
61/218 
5-11/230 
63/210 


HT/WT 
6-2/215 
6-0/180 
510/171 
6-2/210 
5-9/180 
6-1/185 
6-1/195 
61/190 
60/195 
63/195 
6-1/180 


HT/WT 
63/205 
6-2/235 
6-1/210 
6-4/210 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-6 (6-2 C-USA) 
DATE OPPONENT 

S. 1 Ole Miss 

S.15 Jacksonville State 
S.22 at UCF 

S.27 at Arkansas State 
0. 2. Marshall 

0.13 Middle Tennessee 
0.20 atRice 

0.27 atTulane 

N. 3. East Carolina 
N.10 at Southern Miss 
N.17 UAB 

N.24 SMU 

D.21 #Florida Atlantic 


#New Orleans Bowl 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 


Martin Hankins 
Will Hudgens 
RUSHING 
Joseph Doss 
TJ. Pitts 


RECEIVING 
Duke Calhoun 
Carlos Singleton 
Steven Black 
Maurice Jones 


ATT 


428 
104 
ATT 
174 


62 
51 
42 
37 


RESULT 


L 
Ww 
L 
L 
WwW 
L 
W 
Ww 
L 


W 
W 
W 
L 


COMP 


261 
52 


639 


HOMETOWN 
College Park, GA 
Memphis, TN 
Cascilla, MS 
Nashville, TN 
Olive Branch, MS 
Marietta, GA 
Germantown, TN 
Memphis, TN 
Jackson, MS 
Roeland Park, KS 
Water Valley, MS 
Memphis, TN 
Eufala, AL 
Marietta, GA 


HOMETOWN 
Alabaster, AL 
Memphis, TN 
Covington, TN 

Gantt, AL 
Atlanta, GA 
Biloxi, MS 
Germantown, TN 
Columbus, GA 
Decatur, GA 
Memphis, TN 
Miami, FL 


HOMETOWN 
Cordova, TN 
Milan, TN 
Knoxville, TN 
Brandon, MS 


SCORE 
23-21 
35-14 
56-20 
35-31 
24-21 
21-7 
38-35 
28-27 
56-40 
29-26 
25- 9 

(ot) 55-52 
44-27 


YDS TD INT 
3,220 25 12 
587 5 QO 


AVG 1D 
46 5 
45" 1 


AVG 
144° 5 
15.0 
14 1 
173) 2 


Kicking: Matt Reagan, 15-22 FGs, 35-38 XPs, 80 points 
Tackles: Jake Kasser, 100; Brandon Patterson*, 77 


Sacks: Clinton McDonald, 4 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: DAVID BAILIFF +RECORD AT SCHOOL: 3-9 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 24-24 (4 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TOM HERMAN CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: CHUCK DRIESBACH, CRAIG NAIVAR TWO-MINUTE D RILL 


HOUSTON, TEXAS — RICE STADIUM (70,000) A QUICK LOOK AT THE OWLS 
The time has come for Owls coach David 
Bailiff to validate his reputation as a de- 
fensive guru. While serving under Gary 
Patterson at TCU, Bailiff helped craft de- 
fensive units that annually ranked among 
the best in the nation. Injuries curtailed 
any hope Bailiff might have harbored in 
establishing a solid defense in 2007, but a 
full offseason and a depth chart of healthy 
bodies give Bailiff a shot to start anew. 
While the defensive line remains youthful, 


ith his first season at Rice marred by injuries, misalignments and blown 
NATIONAL assignments, David Bailiff was elated to get through the spring with a 
FORECAST relatively healthy group of players well-versed in his 4-2-5 defensive 
scheme. While the Owls remain young on defense — only five seniors are 
penciled in as starters — they are experienced enough that last year’s misdeeds should 
be a thing of the past. The high-scoring, albeit methodical, offense returns nine starters. 
And the combination of shabby defenses throughout Conference USA plus a manage- 
able schedule means the Owls hope to go bowling for the second time in three years. 


It took a broken right thumb and fractured right collarbone to pre- 
vent Chase Clement from posting record-shattering statistics as a sophomore in 2006. there is ample experience at linebacker 
Healthy for the duration of his junior campaign, Clement broke 18 school marks in ’07. : eae tetera ay 

See : : and safety. And given their familiarity with 
He enters his senior season in complete control of the playbook and armed with the Se +: 

: ; the 4-2-5 system and Bailiff, the Owls 
knowledge that when he performs up to snuff, the Owls are a proficient unit on offense. chou perform better than last season, 
In junior John Thomas Shepherd, Rice has an able backup who has matured markedly hon they ranked 118th in the nation in 
from his first career start, a shaky outing at UCLA in 2006. And it’s safe to assume that —_ total defense. Of course, the offense 
sophomore James Casey, the definition of a utility player, will take his share of snapsas —_ghoyld be stout. The closing stretch of 
the Owls continue to tinker and exploit his abundant talent. 2007 produced a flurry of yards and 


C-USA WEST oe : points, and brought to light the vast po- 
PREDICTION The Owls can only hope that they have strength in numbers — tential of a unit returning virtually every 


with as many as six tailbacks, they have plenty of options. Sophomore Justin Hill had key cog. The offensive line needs only to 
some growing pains last season, but he returned in the spring with a stronger and speed- improve marginally, and should the young 
ier frame. He should get the bulk of the carries, but juniors C.J. Ugokwe and Marcus receivers signed to add speed materialize, 
Knox could figure into the plans, as might the Owls will again riddle opposing de- 
former receiver Jeramy Goodson. Chase Clement needs 532 passing _fenses. With a manageable schedule and 
yards to surpass Tommy Kramer (1973-  C-USA’s multiple bow! tie-ins, the Owls 
The Owls’ depth 76) and his school-record 6,197 career —_ could conceivably make a run at their sec- 
at receiver has been sapped by passing yards. Clement broke 18Rice gn postseason appearance in three 
attrition over the past year, but records as a junior, setting a single- 
the frontline talent remains de- Season mark of 3,377 passing yards. 
pendable and productive. All-American 
Jarett Dillard enjoyed his second consecutive season with 1,000 receiving yards and 10- 
plus TD receptions, and with another healthy season, he'll put practically every receiv- 
ing record in the Rice record book out of reach. Classmate Tommy Henderson is a 
reliable threat over the middle and on third downs, and junior Toren Dixon finally took 
advantage of his size while matching Casey for the second-most receptions on the team. 


years. However, optimal health is a must. 


While the interior of the line consists of three seniors, perhaps 
the best pure talent resides at left tackle, where sophomore Scott Mitchell caught on 
quickly after arriving from Canada last summer. He is gradually filling out his frame, 
and with rapidly improving technique should anchor the line for years to come. Guards 
David Berken and Jimmy Miller and center Austin Wilkinson supply experience. Right 
tackle remains a question mark, with junior Preston Thompson, unseated by Mitchell 
midway through last season, trying to fend off redshirt freshman Tyler Parish. 


The Owls have much to prove on defense, and their con- 
cerns in the trenches run deep. Their rotation at tackle/noseguard features either play- 
ers who relocated from offense (Chris Ptaszek, Chance Talbert, Davon Primus) or end 
(Victor Brooks), or players who have relatively little experience (Cameron Thompson, 
Todd Mohr). Sophomores Scott Solomon and Cheta Ozougwu make for an intriguing 
combo at end, but the lack of depth behind them is downright scary. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


Given that only two linebackers are required on the field at a time, the 


Owls’ depth here is impressive. Seniors Brian Raines and Vernon James are quick closers A. 29 SMU : - z 
with plenty of snaps under their belts, while juniors Terrance Garmon and Robert Cal- S. 6 atMemphis L 
houn will provide frequent breathers for the vets. S. 13 atVanderbit = LL 
S. 20 _atTexas L 

All-conference free safety Andrew Sendejo is poised for a fantas- S. 27. North Texas W 

tic season, as is senior KAT Bencil Smith, who was lost for the season on the first de- 0. 4. attTulsa L 
fensive snap a year ago. The rest of the cast at safety is young and hungry, but the same 0.18 SouthernMiss fig! 
cannot be said at cornerback, where senior Brandon King is the only unshakable hand. 0. 25. atTulane Ww 
Sophomore and former safety Joseph Leary beat out senior Ja’Corey Shepherd at the N. 1 atUTEP * 
other corner slot, but Shepherd has the wherewithal to reclaim the job he lost. N. 8 Army * 
; N. 22 Marshall = Ww 

Junior kicker Clark Fangmeier missed only two kicks of note, and he re- N. 29. Houston L 


waned: rea at SMU wi Winn F 
deemed himself for his errant PAT at SMU witha game-winning field goal on the final Ce SESE, pie psn py eens; 
play. Mark Brundage assumes punting chores following the departure of Luke Juist. Wor L indicates 2 projected win or loss 


ATHLON*® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Ric Fogel 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 66. Hicks, Jake 

12 Casey, James 6-4/245 So. Azle,TX 76 Mason, Travis 

16 Clement, Chase 6-1/208 Sr  AlamoHeights,TX 60 Miller, Jimmy 

17 Shepherd, John Thomas 6-1/192 Jr. El Dorado, AR 56 Mitchell, Scott 
RUNNING BACKS HIWT cL HOMETOWN 7 Ns ae 

22 Dupree, Taylor 61/214 So. Mesquite, TX 54 Neate Scott 

18 Goodson, Jeramy 59/180 ur. Houston, TX 64 Parish Tyler 

5 Hill, Justin §-11/205 So. Corinth, TX 67 Thomson precton 
27 ‘Knox, Marcus §-10/202 Ur Humble, TX 75 Vester Gavan 

49 Marchbanks, Casey 60/210 dr Austin, TX 79 Wi febus ch, Charlie 
37 Smith, Tyler 5-7/185 Fr. Cedar Park, TX B Wilkinson, hick 
28 Ugokwe, Cv. 511/213 dr. Plano, TX + 
RECEIVERS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN —DSFENSIVE TINEMEN 
11 Beasley, Pierre 6-3/217 So. Houston, TX 92. Lucio Ki rafier 

81 Dillard, Jarett 5-11/185 Sr. San Antonio, TX 9 Mohr Todd 

3 Dixon, Toren 6-2/208 dr. Baton Rouge, LA 88 Koss will 

83 Fuda, Michael 6-0/190 Fr. KatyTX  ¢« Gata Cheta 

7 Henderson, Tommy 5-9/185 Sr. Wichita Falls, TX 7 Primus, Pon 

6 Randolph, Patrick 5-11/170 So. Tuscaloosa, AL 74 Ptaszek, Chris 

88 Shah, Jaimin 60/195 Fr. GardenRidge,TX a4 Shoppa, Will 

80 Smiter, Corbin 6-2/210 dr. Southlake, TX 13 Solomon, Scott 

19 Sweeney, Ahmad 510/180 dr. Missouri City, TX 98. Stacey, Brian 

82 Welch, John 6-2/185 dr Gautier, MS 89 Talbert, Chance 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 97 Thompson, Cameron 
85 Norris, Wil 6-1/225 So. Plano,TX 47. Williams, Aaron 

84 Wardlow, Taylor 66/230 dr. Grapevine, TX LINEBACKERS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 35. Arceneaux, Jonathan 
63 Berken, David 6-4/295 = Sr. Lake Arthur,LA 42 Calhoun, Robert 

52 Carrington, Keshawn 63/245 Fr. Missouri City,TX 59 Craig, Ryan 

65 Emmert, Kody 66/255 Fr. Liberty Hill, TX 34 Garmon, Terrance 
Eric Ball OL 63 270 DEPTH 
Jarrett Ben DB 5-10 160 | 

Derek Clark WR 6-2 170 | OFFENSE (9) 

John Gioffre DL 6-1 293 | WR 81 darett Dillard (Sr) 
Clay Hebert Ol. 63 290 | WR 7 Tommy Henderson (Sr.) 
Chris Jammer DB 61 175 | Wi laTqbaDinnts 
Ryan Lewis QB 6-3 200 | cee ane) 
Roddy Maginot Wemstomazo) | LT. 56:Stutt Mitchel Go) 
Kyle Martens P/K 6:6 190 | LG 60 Jimmy Miller (Sr.) 
Stefan Nazar OL 6-5 290 | C 73 Austin Wilkinson (Sr.) 
Michael Patterson ATH = 5-11 170 RG 63 David Berken (Sr.) 
Michael Smith DL 6-1 270 RT 64 Tyler Parish (Fr:) 
Shane Turner RB 5-9 170 TE 12 James Casey (So.) 
Denz el Wells WR S11 180 QB 16 Chase Clement (Sr.) 
Xavier Webb DB S-1l 200 | RB 5 wustin Hill (So) 
Jared Williams TE/DE 6-3 230 : 

Luke Willson TE 6-5 240 DEFENSE (6) 


David Bailiff longed for an influx of speed at 
the skill positions, and his desires were ful- 
filled by receivers Roddy Maginot, Derek 
Clark and Denzel Wells, and quick tailback 
Shane Turner. Bailiff also targeted corner- 
backs with size and skill, with Chris Jammer 
and Jarret Ben fitting the bill. However, while 
quarterback-turned-safety Xavier Webb is a 
touted talent, he doesn’t fill a position of 
need. The same can be said of Ryan Lewis, 
an accomplished signal-caller joining a ros- 
ter with two underclassmen at his position. 
And considering their holes on the defensive 
line, it was shocking that the Owls landed only 
two linemen: noseguard John Gioffre and end 
Michael Smith. Jared Williams played tight end 
and defensive end at Huntsville, but another 
pure lineman would have helped. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


2008 RICE ROSTER 


LE 13 Scott Solomon (So.) 
DT 89 Chance Talbert (ur.) 
NT 74 Chris Ptaszek (Sr.) 
RE 55 Cheta Ozougwu (So.) 
SAM 31 Brian Raines (Sr) 
WIL 36 Vernon James (Sr.) 
CB 15 Brandon King (Sr.) 
CB 2 Joseph Leary (So.) 
KAT 20 Bencil Smith (Sr) 

SS 32 Willie Garley (So.) 

FS 30 Andrew Sendejo (ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 46 Clark Fangmeier (Jr.) 
P 96 Mark Brundage (Fr.) 


6-3/270 Fr. Montgomery, TX 
6-4/280 Jr. Oklahoma City, OK 
63/305 Sr. Richmond, TX 
6-4/270 So, Ottawa, ON 
65/290 Fr. Toronto, ON 
65/290 Fr. Toronto, ON 
6-2/260 dr. Houston, TX 
6-4/300 Fr. Ardmore, OK 
6-6/290 ur. El Paso, TX 
63/270 So. Haslet, TX 
62/310 dr. McAllen, TX 
6-2/275 Sr. The Woodlands, TX 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
65/260 dr. Portland, TX 
6-4/240 So. Richardson, TX 
6-2/285 Sr. Houston, TX 
6-4/265 Sr. Bonham, TX 
6-2/240 So. Houston, TX 
6-2/325 Fr. Humble, TX 
65/302 Sr. Houston, TX 
63/230 So. Fort Worth, TX 
6-3/250 So. San Antonio, TX 
61/270 Fr. Houston, TX 
66/250 dr. Hurst, TX 
6-0/285 So. Cedar Hill, TX 
63/218 So. Mesquite, TX 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5-0/220 So. Tyler, TX 
61/220 dr. Duncanville, TX 
510/210 dr. Houston, TX 
6-2/220 Jr. Tyler, TX 


CHART 


6 Patrick Randolph (So.) 
11 Pierre Beasley (So.) 
82 John Welch (ur.) 

65 Kody Emmert (Fr) 

79 Charlie Wiebusch (Jr.) 
75 Cameron Vester (So.) 

76 Travis Mason (Jr) 

67 Preston Thompson (Jr.) 
84 Taylor Wardlow (Jr.) 

17 John Thomas Shepherd (Jr) 
28 C.J. Ugokwe (ur.) 


92 Kramer Lucio (So.) 

97 Cameron Thompson (So.) 
91 Todd Mohr (Sr.) 

47 Aaron Williams (So.) { 
34 Terrance Garmon (Jr) 
42 Robert Calhoun (Jr) 
24 Chris Douglas (ur) 

9 Ja’Corey Shepherd (Sr) 
44 Chris Jones (So.) 

33 Max Anyiam (So.) 

8 Brent Hotard (Fr) 


KR 9 Ja’Corey Shepherd (Sr) 
PR 9 Ja’Corey Shepherd (Sr) 


36 James, Vernon 

50 Nordstrom, Matthew 
31 Raines, Brian 

45 Shuck, Tanner 

48 Tolbert, Brandon 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

25 Agnew, Joseph 

33 Anyiam, Max 

53 Bradshaw, Travis 

24 Douglas, Christopher 
32 Garley, Willie 

8 Hotard, Brent 

23 Hufsey, Dustin 

44 Jones, Chris 

15 King, Brandon 

4 Kitchens, Randy 

2 Leary, Joseph 

30 Sendejo, Andrew 
9 Shepherd, Ja’Corey 
20 Smith, Bencil 

29 Taylor, Carl 

43 Uwah, Martin 


SPECIALISTS 

96 Brundage, Mark (K) 

46 Fangmeier, Clark (K) 
51 Long, Brandon (LS) 

94 Yelovich, Brandon (K) 


6-1/220 
5-10/195 
6-1/222 
5-11/215 
5-11/195 


HT/WT 
6-0/200 
6-2/210 
6-1/190 
5-9/175 
S-11/195 
6-1/205 
5-10/185 
6-1/190 
5-9/182 
63/195 
5-11/180 
6-1/213 
5-11/190 
5-11/200 
6-1/195 
5-8/155 


HT/WT 

6-0/170 
5-11/185 
6-0/230 
61/175 


2007 RESULTS 


S. 1 Nicholls State 
S. 8 at Baylor 
S.15 Texas Tech 
S.22  atTexas 

0. 3 at Southern Miss 
0.13 at Houston 
0.20 Memphis 
0.27 at Marshall 
N. 3. UTEP 

N.10 at SMU 
N.17 Tulane 

N. 24 Tulsa 


Houston, TX 
Spring, TX 
Missouri City, TX 
Jenks, OK 
Texarkana, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Southlake, TX 
Garland, TX 
Cypress, TX 

Fort Worth, TX 
Victoria, TX 
Round Rock, TX 
Weatherford, TX 
Arlington, TX 
Moss Point, MS 
Robinson, TX 
Copperas Cove, TX 
Canyon Lake, TX 
Lufkin, TX 
Houston, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Mesquite, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Centennial, CO 
Houston, TX 
Deer Park, TX 
Friendswood, TX 


16-14 
42-17 
59-24 
58-14 
31-29 
56-48 
38-35 
34-21 
56-48 
43-42 
45-31 
48-43 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Chase Clement 


Chase Clement 
dustin Hill 
C.J. Ugokwe 


Jdarett Dillard 
dames Casey 
Toren Dixon 
Tommy Henderson 


508 300 
144 (535 
88 321 
64 263 
79 1,057 
46 585 
46 448 
36 «6348 


29 16 


3,377 
Shh ts) 
3.6; 3 
41 3 
13.4 14 
12.7 4 
9:25) 
75 3 


Kicking: Clark Fangmeier, 7-12 FGs, 46-47 XPs, 67 points 
Tackles: Andrew Sendejo, 107; Brian Raines, 81 

Sacks: Scott Solomon, 4.5 
Interceptions: Andrew Sendejo, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


191 


NALONAL 
POREGASI) 


G USA WEST: 
PREVICHON. 


HEAD COACH: JUNE JONES RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON CAREER RECORD; 76-41 (9 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JUNE JONES DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TOM MASON 
DALLAS, TEXAS GERALD J, FORD STADIUM (32,000) 


hen asked if it would be fair for SMU fans to expect him to turn around 
the Mustangs’ program as quickly as he did Hawaii's, June Jones laughed. 
“We'll get this thing turned around,” he says. “I don’t make predictions 
on how quickly, but we will.” Seeing as how Jones set an NCAA record 
in his first year at Hawaii in 1999 by increasing the win total from zero to nine, he has 
set the bar high. Repeating that feat will be virtually impossible, but Jones is eager to see 
how his successful wide-open attack will translate to this once-proud program. 


The most critical position in the run-and-shoot is the quarterback, 
and unfortunately for Jones, two of the top candidates for the job weren't available dur- 
ing the spring. Justin Willis, a two-year starter, was suspended from the team for the 
spring semester, though Jones says it is likely Willis will return in the fall. It was the ju- 
nior's second career suspension. Willis’ backup, Zach Rhodes, was also suspended mid- 
way through spring drills, leaving Jones working with redshirt freshmen Logan Turner 
and Daniel Miller. Turner will be given a shot to compete in the fall, and his main com- 
petition will be from Willis and incoming freshman Bo Levi Mitchell. Mitchell com- 
mitted to Jones when he was at Hawaii, then he followed the coach to Dallas. “Whoever 
wins the job will be given a chance to prove me right,” Jones says. “Guys either get bet- 
ter or worse when games start. We'll see what happens.” 


Jones has no such con- 
cerns at running back. DeMyron Martin 
“fits the mold of what we're looking for” 
in the one-back set, a solid blocker who 
can catch the ball. Martin started last = 
season and was third on the team in rushing 
with 458 yards and had four rushing TDs and one receiving. Sophomore Chris Butler 
and senior Jessie Henderson will work their way into the rotation after good springs. 


When June Jones was hired at Hawaii, 
he increased the number of wins in his 
first season from zero to nine for the 
Warriors, setting an NCAA record for 
the biggest one-year turnaround. 


The run-and-shoot uses four or five receivers on nearly every snap, and 
SMU enters the fall with two known quantities. Jones called Aldrick Robinson “one of 
the better players I’ve ever coached,” and the burner will line up at the left outside po- 
sition. In the slot next to him will be Emmanuel Sanders, a junior who led the team in 
receiving with 889 yards and caught nine touchdowns a year ago. On the right side, 
there will be competition. Josh Bryant and Zach Zimmerman are the early leaders, but 
incoming freshmen E.J. Drewery and B.J. Lee figure to be in the mix immediately. 


The line has not been a strong point in recent years, and it re- 
mains to be seen how the current players will perform in the new offense. Jones says all 
positions will be open to competition in the fall. The Mustangs welcome seven true 
freshmen along the line, and Jones expects three or four to play this season. One player 
who made an impression in spring ball was center Andrew Robiskie, who was a Janu- 
ary enrollee out of Chagrin Falls High School. 


The new coaching staff broke down three of SMU’s games 
from its 1-11 season, and the position the staff thought looked much better than ex- 
pected from the film to the practice field was the defensive line. End Youri Yenga had 
a monster spring and should have a big impact in his first year as a starter. Patrick 
Handy returns ar defensive tackle, and noseguard Serge Elizee should also be a major 
contributor on a unit that has plenty of room for improvement. 


Justin Smart earned All-Freshman C-USA honors at defensive end, 
but he was moved to middle linebacker (his high school position) and made a seamless 
transition. Will Bonilla, the returning starter at strong-side linebacker, pulled a ham- 
string and missed most of the spring. On the weak side, junior college transfer Alex 
Odiari is expected to come in and start at the same position he played at Oklahoma 
State in 2005-06. 


The corners are more settled than the safeties, but the unit lacks 
depth. Bryan McCann returns at right corner after coming up with four picks as a soph- 
omore. Derrius Bell held his own in the spring at the other corner. At the safety slots, 
competition will continue into the fall, and some true freshmen will get a look. 


Thomas Morstead was a bright spot in a dismal season for SMU, lead- 
ing Conference USA and ranking fourth in the nation in net punting, He will also re- 
sume his kicking duties, where he was 13-of-20 on field goals and perfect on extra 
points. Skill guys Sanders and Henderson are slated to return punts and kicks again. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE MUSTANGS 
SMU went from one offensive extreme to 
another when it pursued Navy’s Paul 
Johnson, who favors the triple option, and 
then Hawaii’s . The Mustangs 
landed Jones (Johnson went to Georgia 
Tech), and now the master of the run-and- 
shoot will try to build up a program on the 
mainland after lifting Hawaii to unthink- 
able heights as a Sugar Bow! participant. 
Jones doesn’t appear to have much to 
work with right off the bat in Dallas, which 
is not a surprise for a team that was 1-11 
last season and hasn’t had a winning 
record since 1997. The quarterback situa- 
tion is muddled, though there appears to 
be some talent at the skill positions. If one 
of the passers manages to master the of- 
fense, SMU could put some serious points 
up in the latter half of the year. The prob- 
lem is, the defense needs a major over- 
haul. SMU was No. 117 in points allowed 
and No. 116 in total defense last year. 
There are some reinforcements coming in, 
but it will be a surprise if SMU is able to 
keep opponents from piling up yards and 
points again this year. SMU lost three 
overtime games last year, so with a little 
more luck, there should be more wins to 
come this year. It will take a few years, 
however, before the hope for winning sea- 
sons generated by the high-profile hiring 
of Jones becomes a reality. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A. 29 at Rice x 
S. 6 Texas State Ww 
S. 13 _atTexas Tech At 
S. 20 TCU = L 
S. 27 atTulane WwW 
0. 4 atUCF L 
0. 11 ‘Tulsa L 
0. 18 Houston L 
0. 25 at Navy ul 
N. 8 Memphis 3 
N.15 at UTEP L 
N. 29 Southern Miss L 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates 3 projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Layne Murdoch 


QUARTERBACKS 
15 Hill, Ross 

10 Miller, Daniel 
12 Rhodes, Zach 
11 Turner, Logan 
16 Willis, Justin 


RUNNING BACKS 

1 Butler, Chris 

31 DeJohn, Travis 
33 Goldthorpe, Ben 
9 Henderson, Jessie 
8 Martin, DeMyron 
45 McKinney, Andrew 


RECEIVERS 

30 Beckner, Jim 

32 Bryant, Josh 

83 Burley, Phillip 

22 Cheatham, Aaron 
34 Greenberg, Bruce 
88 Haynes, Bradley 
25 Johnson, La'Cori 
26 Medford, A'Darius 
29. Moore, Shaun 

24 Robinson, Aldrick 
17 Sanders, Emmanuel 
43 Sullivan, Kyle 

16 Thomas, Simeon 
18 Wilkerson, Terrance 
5 Zimmerman, Zach 


HT/WT 
6-4/210 
6-0/186 
6-2/204 
60/179 
6-1/210 


HI/WT 
5-10/210 
5-9/176 

6-2/236 

5-9/169 

6-2/234 

6-4/264 


HT/WT 
5-10/184 
5-8/176 

6-3/225 

5:8/175 

5-7/170 

6-3/205 

5-9/167 
5-10/168 
6-1/189 
5-10/170 
61/175 

6-0/170 

6-0/172 
5-11/170 
6-1/166 


Chris Banjo 

Cole Beasley 
Zach Boyd 
Jimmy Chase 
Ew. Drewery 
Andrew Ellison 
Josh Emshoff 
Jordan Free 
Kevin Grenier 
Evan Huahulu 
Victor Jones 

B.J. Lee 

Zach Line 

Cole Loftin 
Bryce Lunday 
Deyon McElroy 
Blake McJunkin 
Bo Levi Mitchell 
Sidney Nwangwu 
Alex Odiari 
Robert Parker 
Torlan Pittman 
Keith Robinson 
Andrew Robiskie 
Braden Smith 
Ryan Smith 
Taylor Thompson 
Quincey Whittington 


DB 
SL 
OL 
OL 
WR 
DL 
OL 
OL 
DE 
DL 
LB 
SL 
LB 
SL 
SL 
DB 
OL 
QB 
OL 
LB 
DE 
DL 
DB 
OL 
QB 
DB 
DE 
SL 


5-10 
5-9 
6-4 
6-2 
6-6 
6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 
6-1 
6-0 
5-5 
6-1 
6-0 
5-8 
6-0 
6-2 
6-1 
6-4 
6-0 

5-11 
6-0 
5-8 
6-1 
6-0 
5-11 
6-6 
5-8 


As one might expect from June Jones, the im- 
mediate impact players could be at quarter- 
back and wide receiver. Jones had his eye on 
quarterback Bo Levi Mitchell when he was at 
Hawaii and will give the Katy, Texas, native a 
shot at the starting spot in the fall. Ev. Drew- 
ery is a big, athletic receiver who Jones is 
eager to see, and Mississippi 100-meter 
champion B.J. Lee will give the receiving 


corps a deep threat. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


2008 SMU ROSTER 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
63/283 Fr. Mexia, TX 
65/305 Fr. Arlington, TX 
65/252 Sr. Irving, TX 
62/272 Ur Southlake, TX 
6-4/332 Fr Richardson, TX 
63/300 Sr. Arlington, TX 
6-4/236 dr. Arlington, TX 
65/303 ur. Cuero, TX 
64/277 Sr. Irving, TX 
61/284 Fr Chagrin Falls, OH 
6-4/300 Jr Flower Mound, TX 
63/292 Fr. Austin, TX 
63/281 Fr. Dallas, TX 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-4/227 Fr. Dallas, TX 
6-2/248 So. Grand Prairie, TX 
65/255 Fr. Houston, TX 
6-0/265 So. Dallas, TX 
66/240 Jr Clarksville, TX 
63/260 So. Bartlesville, OK 
61/301 Sr Miami, FL 
6-4/229 So. Houston, TX 
63/223 So Dallas, TX 
6-2/256 Sr. Spring, TX 
6-3/255 So. Carrollton, TX 
63/286 dr. Fort Worth, TX 
66/235 Fr. San Diego, CA 
6-2/240 So. Denton, TX 
6-4/250 So. Stephenville, TX 
62/225 our. Marshall, TX 
6-2/225 So Euless, TX 


DEPTH CHART 


HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Los Alamitos,CA 70 Beachum, Kelvin 
Lake Highlands, TX 79 Brooks, J.T. 
New Braunfels,TX 60 Chase, Vincent 
Springtown, TX 51 Enright, Mitch 
Denton,TX 77 LeRibeus, Josh 
HOMETOWN 74 _ Lobo, Sean 
Brusly, LA 82 Michelsen, Austin 
St. Louis, MO 72 Nigh, Ross 
Denton, Tx 97 Poynter, Tommy 
Paris, TX 50 Robiskie, Andrew 
Allen, TX 64 Smith, Chase 
Decatur,TX 68 Tennison, Bryce 
HOMETOWN 71 Turner, Kelly 
Nashville, TN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Bellville, TX 58 Antaki, Nick 
Rosser,TX 83 Crockett, Calvin 
Phoenix, AZ 98 Czerniak, Szymon 
Columbia,SC 57 DeGroat, Kyle 
Mansfield, TX 30 Dizer, Adrian 
Atlanta,TX 95. Dollens, Mickey 
Garland, TX 99 Elizee, Serge 
Lake Forest,IL 84 Fleming, Patrick 
Waxahachie, TX 96 Geldert, Josh 
Beliville, TX 94 Handy, Patrick 
Mission Viejo, CA 49 Johnson, Jordan 
Ukiah,CA 93. Parham, Chris 
DeSoto,TX 97 Quick, Robert 
Flower Mound, TX 42 Sowe, Anthony 
46 Thomas, Zac 
81 Walker, Mario 
48 Yenga, Youri 
191 
aval 
oy OFFENSE (5) 
199 WR 17 Emmanuel Sanders (Jr) 
232 WR 24 Aldrick Robinson (So.) 
271 WR 32 Josh Bryant (So.) 
oi WR 5 Zach Zimmerman (Jr) 
300 LT 70 Kelvin Beachum (Fr) 
213 LG 74 Sean Lobo (Sr.) 
nH C 51 Mitch Enright (dr) 
174 RG 68 Bryce Tennison (Fr.) 
178 RT 67 Tommy Poynter (Sr.) 
a QB 16 Justin Willis (Jr.) 
199 RB 8 DeMyron Martin (Sr.) 
a DEFENSE (6) 
219 DE 42 Anthony Sowe (So.) 
275 DT 94 Patrick Handy (Sr) 
ae i NG 99 Serge Elizee (Sr.) 
191 DE 48 Youri Yenga (So.) 
171 SLB 27 Will Bonilla (Sr.) 
fe, MLB 40 Justin Smart (So.) 
WLB Alex Odiari (ur.) 
CB 12 Derrius Bell (So.) 
CB 6 Bryan McCann (ur.) 
SS 10 Rock Dennis (Ur) 
FS 41 Tyler Jones (So.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 15 Thomas Morstead (Sr.) 
P 15 Thomas Morstead (Sr.) 


16 Simeon Thomas (Fr.) 
43 Kyle Sullivan (So.) 
E.J. Drewery (Fr.) 
B.J. Lee (Fr.) 
60 Vincent Chase (Sr) 
77 Josh LeRibeus (Fr.) 
50 Andrew Robiskie (Fr.) 
71 Kelly Turner (Fr.) 
79 J.T. Brooks (Fr.) 
Bo Levi Mitchell (Fr.) 
1 Chris Butler (So.) 


49 Jordan Johnson (So.) 

93 Chris Parham (Jr.) 

46 Zac Thomas (So.) 

30 Adrian Dizer (Jr) 

34 Jason Jackson (So.) 

39 Ryan Moczygemba (So.) 

29 Chase Kennemer (ur) 

35 Tim Crosby (So.) 

23 Chris Castro (Fr) 

28 Bryce Hudman (Jr) 
7 David Haynes (Sr.) 


KR 9 Jessie Henderson (Sr) 
PR 17 Emmanuel Sanders (Jr) 


LINEBACKERS 

54 Bon, Taylor 

27 Bonilla, Will 

44 Ellison, Andrew 
52 Fleps, Pete 

53 Furtwengler, Adam 
34 Jackson, Jason 
29 Kennemer, Chase 
39 Moczygemba, Ryan 
43 Morse, Michael 
55 Nwisienyi, John 
40 Smart, Justin 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
2 Bailey, De’'Von 
12 Bell, Derrius 
23. Castro, Chris 
20 Courtney, Chase 
35. Crosby, Tim 

10 Dennis, Rock 
32 Ellis, KU 

7 Haynes, David 
28 Hudman, Bryce 
41 Jones, Tyler 

6 McCann, Bryan 
13 Shankle, DeMikel 
33 Sloan, Seth 


SPECIALISTS 
59 Bennett, Sam (LS) 


SVS 
5-10/189 
6-2/214 
5-9/190 
6-2/200 
6-1/203 
6-0/176 
6-0/202 
60/179 


HT/WT 
6-1/257 


4 Cunningham, Kellis (P/K) 5-11/186 
11 Galloway, Andrew (P/H) 6-4/233 
15 Morstead, Thomas (P/K) 6-5/233 


65 Taylor, Jackson (LS) 


63/250 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 1-11 (0-8 C-USA) 


DATE 
S..93 
S. 8 
$.15 
S. 22 
S. 29 
0.13 
0. 20 
0. 27 
N. 4 
N. 10 
N. 17 
N. 24 


OPPONENT 
Texas Tech 
North Texas 


at TCU 
UTEP 


Tulane 

at Tulsa 

at Houston 
Rice 

UCF 

at Memphis 


at Arkansas State 


at Southern Miss 


cL HOMETOWN 
So. Kingwood, TX 
Sr Corpus Christi, TX 
Fr. College Station, TX 
So. Southlake, TX 
St. Corpus Christi, TX 
So. Little Rock, AR 
Jr. Arlington, TX 
So. Bulverde, TX 
Fr Richardson, TX 
So. Dallas, TX 
So. Marshall, TX 
cL HOMETOWN 
So. Lawton, OK 
So. Dallas, TX 
Fr. Allen, TX 
So. Alexandria, LA 
So. Garland, TX 
dr. Leavenworth, KS 
Jr. Arlington, TX 
Sr. McGregor, TX 
dr. Spring, TX 
So. Emory, TX 
Je. Oklahoma City, OK 
Fr. Longview, TX 
Fr. Vian, OK 
cL HOMETOWN 
dr Dallas, TX 
Jt Carrollton, TX 
Sr. Manhattan, KS 
Sr. Pearland, TX 
Sr. Houston, TX 
RESULT SCORE 
L 49- 9 
Ww 45-31 
L 45-28 

L 21-7 

L (ot) 48-45 
L 28- 7 

L (ot) 41-34 

L 29-23 

L 38-28 

L 43-42 

L 49-20 

L (ot) 55-52 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 
Justin Willis 
Zach Rhodes 


RUSHING 

Justin Willis 
James Mapps 
DeMyron Martin 
RECEIVING 
Emmanuel Sanders 
Zack Sledge 
Columbus Givens 


ATT. COMP. 
414 242 
15 8 
All. YDS. 
180 699 
108 526 
106 458 
REC. YDS. 
74 889 
49 729 
42 386 


YDS. TD INT. 
25 18 
SL ele 1 


3 


> 
BRS 
oO 
— a 
frovus7o 8 SW 


Kicking: Thomas Morstead, 13-20 FGs, 43-43 XPs, 82 


points 


Tackles: Will Bonilla, 82; Bryce Hudman, 82 


Sacks: Cory Muse, 5 


Interceptions: Bryan McCann, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


183 


HEAD COACH: LARRY FEDORA RECORD AT SCHOOL: FIRST SEASON CAREER RECORD: FIRST SEASON 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DARRELL WYATT DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: [ODD BRADFORD 
HATTIESBURG, MISS MM, ROBERTS STADIUM (33,000) 


ike Gundy says Larry Fedora is ready. Fedora, a former assistant at Okla- 
homa State under Gundy, makes his debut as a Division I head coach this 
fall, stepping in at Southern Miss to replace Jeff Bower. While he may not 
have prior experience, Fedora brings an impressive résumé to Hatties- 
burg, where he'll try to revive the community's passion for a program that has peren- 
nially competed for Conference USA championships. Fedora will install his version of 
the spread offense, one honed during stops as offensive coordinator at Middle Ten- 
nessee, Florida and Oklahoma State. At Florida, his 2004 Gator offense ranked first in 
the SEC in six categories. At Oklahoma State, his 2006 offense was one of only two in 
the nation to average 200 yards both rushing and passing. 

“This is the fourth time I’ve done it,” says Fedora, of implementing the spread. “It’s 
difficult. There is definitely a learning curve. It takes some time for the guys to learn it. 
You have to be patient. You have to mold it around the talent you have.” 

Fedora, 45, is looking forward to the challenge. He inherits a program that wasn’t ex- 
actly struggling. Under Bower, the Golden Eagles had 14 consecutive winning records 
and appeared in bowl games 10 of the last 11 seasons. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST, 


QUARTERBACKS As Fedora installs the spread, he'll be doing so without experience 
at quarterback. Sophomore Martevious Young broke his leg in a midseason game vs. 
Rice and was limited to three snaps for the entire season. Young got the majority of the 
snaps with the first team in the spring and appears to be a good fit for the spread with 
his dual-threat abilities. Austin Davis is a redshirt freshman with impressive credentials. 


RUNNING BACKS While he didn’t struggle 
for yards under the previous staff, junior 
Damion Fletcher should thrive in the 
spread offense, where fewer defenders 

can afford to crowd the line. Fletcher, 
known for his quickness and strong work 
ethic, has rushed for 2,974 yards in two seasons. He also has excelled against BCS con- 
ference opponents. In last year’s bowl game against Cincinnati, he rushed for 155 yards 
against one of the nation’s top run defenses. Backup Tory Harrison was suspended in 
the offseason and did not participate in spring drills. Antwain Easterling, a former top 
recruit, quit the team in April. 


AU SARAD I 
PREDICIION, 


Southern Miss ranked No. 1 

in C-USA in red zone offense 

(91.8 percent success rate) and red 
zone defense (opponent success rate 
of 74.5 percent) last season. 


RECEIVERS Five of the team’s top six in receiving yards are back, and one of the nation’s 
top recruits, DeAndre Brown, will join them. Torris Magee is the top returnee, having 
caught 44 passes for 632 yards and three scores. Shawn Nelson is an All-America candi- 
date at tight end. He had a team-leading five touchdown catches last fall and could be- 
come more involved in the new offense. Brown is too talented to keep off the field. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Calvin Wilson, who began his career at Mississippi State, and 
veteran Ryan McKee will anchor the line at the tackle spots. Wilson and McKee bring 
size and experience. McKee, a senior, will be in his third season as a starter. Expect the 
line to suffer some growing pains as it adjusts to the spread attack. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Golden Eagles will be introducing new starters across the 
front. Fedora is excited about sophomore noseguard Anthony Gray, who didn’t play 
until late last season because of a foot injury suffered in preseason workouts. Gray's 
power, quickness and explosiveness could make him an all-league candidate. Tackle Eric 
Phillips, a fifth-year senior who hasn't played much, had an impressive spring. 


LINEBACKERS Gerald McRath, the C-USA Defensive Player of the Year, an- 

chors this unit from his spot in the middle. A leader and a playmaker, McRath 
EG averaged nearly 11 tackles per game and was among the top 10 in the league in 

tackles for a loss. He'll be in his third year as a starter, as will strong-side backer 
Tokumbo Abanikanda. The weak-side starter may be determined in preseason drills. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Safeties Eddie Hicks and Justin Wilson will lead the defensive 
backfield. Hicks was extremely active a year ago, finishing with three interceptions, five 
pass deflections and a forced fumble. Wilson only started three games but had two in- 
terceptions and broke up six passes. Cornerback C.J. Bailey, who missed the spring 
while recovering from shoulder surgery, is a returning starter. 


SPECIALISTS There was inconsistency in the kicking game, although Justin Estes 
booted 8-of-10 field goals to end the season. Senior Britt Barefoot was one of the league's 
top punters, averaging 42.5 yards per kick. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE 
GOLDEN EAGLES 


It’s going to be an interesting fall in Hat- 
tiesburg. assumes his first 
head coaching job and brings with him a 
spread offense that has compiled gaudy 
statistics at his past three stops — Middle 
Tennessee, Florida and Oklahoma State — 
where he served as offensive coordinator. 
Fedora’s arrival has created a buzz. His of- 
fense should do the same, though there 
will be some growing pains. There’s no es- 
tablished quarterback, but the offense has 
several reliable, productive contributors, 
from junior running back 
to tight end . Fedora says his 
offense, unlike other spread attacks, will 
rely on multiple tempos to keep defenses 
honest, which should help the transition. “T 
think that makes it a lot harder to defend,” 
Fedora says. “I think that’s the edge we 
have over most teams; we constantly 
change the tempo throughout the game.” 
Defensively, the Golden Eagles, despite 
changes across their front line, should 
again be one of the league’s best. Last fall, 
Southern Miss ranked first in scoring de- 
fense (24.2 ppg) and second in total de- 
fense (366.4 ypg). Junior linebacker 

, the league’s reigning Defensive 
Player of the Year, will lead the group, but 
defensive tackle , a sopho- 
more, is an emerging all-league candidate. 


A. 30 UL Lafayette W 
S. 6 at Auburn L 
S. 13 _ at Arkansas State Ww 
S. 20 Marshall WwW 
0. 4 UTEP Ww 
0.11 Boise State 3 
0.18 atRice | WwW 
0. 25 at Memphis W 
N. 1 UAB W 
N. 8 atUCF _ * 
N. 15 East Carolina 3 
N. 29 at SMU W 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W ort indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Sam Jordan 


QUARTERBACKS 
13. Davis, Austin 
16 Hardin, Randy 
9 Wilson, Todd 
14 Young, Martevious 


RUNNING BACKS 
33 Adams, Joshua 
31 Barton, Josh 
36 Bryant, Isaac 
25 Fletcher, Damion 
2 Floyd, Vu. 

11 Harrison, Tory 
40 Hurd, Josh 

34 Kirksey, Bubba 
35 Roan, Kameron 
39 Turner, Daren 


RECEIVERS 

86 Baptiste, Gerald 
18 Dixon, Jeremy 
17 Hodges, Deon 
80 Magee, Torris 
26 Morgan, Ed 

83 Morris, Johdrick 
6 Parham, Freddie 
81 Rhoden, Chris 
16 Sims, Jerrod 
27 Spight, William 
21 White, Tommy 
TIGHT ENDS 

19 Massey, Jonathan 
1 Nelson, Shawn 
32 Wommack, Kane 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
61 Brady, James 
69 Brown, Micah 


HT/WT 
6-2/205 
5-11/202 
63/209 
6-1/185 


HT/WT 
5-11/239 
5-11/221 
5-11/212 
5-10/175 
5-10/191 
6-1/188 
6-0/214 
5-10/180 
5-8/160 
5-11/230 


HT/WT 
60/171 
6-0/185 
6-2/210 
6-2/204 
5-9/160 
63/195 
6-0/175 
6-4/194 
5-9/170 
5-10/160 
6-2/210 


HT/WT 
6-3/250 
65/240 
60/230 


HI/WT 


6-4/275 
6-2/275 


HOMETOWN 
Meridian, MS 
Jacksonville, FL 


Mobile, AL 


Alexander City, AL 


HOMETOWN 
Lafayette, LA 


Mobile, AL 
Pearl, MS 
Biloxi, MS 


Orlando, FL 


le 


esburg, FL 


Gulf Breeze, FL 
Hattiesburg, MS 


Las 


Biloxi, MS 
Vegas, NV 


HOMETOWN 
New Orleans, LA 
Gulfport, MS 
Moss Point, MS 
Hattiesburg, MS 
Thibodaux, LA 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Margaret, AL 
MacClenny, FL 
Waynesboro, MS 
Montgomery, AL 
Bastrop, LA 


HO 


METOWN 


Pascagoula, MS 
Gonzales, LA 
Atlanta, GA 


Bud Barksdale DB 60 190 
Darius Barnes DE 6-4 235 
Rolando Barragan OT 63 295 
DeAndre Brown WR 66 208 
R.J. Brown OL 63 300 
Kyle Burkhart OL 6-4 280 
Nick Chartain OL 6:5 325 
Terrance Conner DE 6-4 234 
Austin Davis QB 6-2 205 
Joe Duhon OL 6-3 284 
Jamison Hughes DB 6-1 200 
Bret Jefcoat QB «61 = 200 
Desmond Johnson RB 5-11 190 
Jonathan Massey TE 6-3 250 
Jordan McNair WR 62 170 
Willie Packer DT 6-1 275 
Freddie Parham WR 5-11 180 
Quentin Pierce ATH 6-0 175 
Terrance Pope DT 6-1 280 
Kendrick Presley DB 6-1 195 
Austin Quattrochi OL 63 265 
Marcal Robinson DB 6-0 165 
Joel Ross DT 61 300 
Quin Sanford OL 6-1 295 
Ronnie Thornton LB 63 215 
BoTillman DT 6-6 295 
dosh Tillman DE 6-5 245 
Andre Watson DB 5-10 180 
Bruce Wilbourn WR 6-0 185 


Fedora’s class was considered one of the top 
40 in the nation by several recruiting serv- 
ices and was bolstered by highly sought re- 
ceiver DeAndre Brown of Ocean Springs, 
Miss. Brown, a 6-6, 208-pound receiver and 
a prep All-American, chose Southern Miss 
over LSU and should be a perfect fit in the 
Golden Eagles’ spread offense. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


HO 


METOWN 


Carriere, MS 


Troy, AL 


A 


60 Brown, RJ. 

63 Clark, Kyle 

75 Coleman, Sam 
64 Dodd, James 
65. Driskell, Jimmy 
71 Hebert, Ryan 
76 Housley, Wesley 
70 Houston, Brennan 
66 McKee, Ryan 
55 Michael, Alex 
72. Wilson, Calvin 
59 Zipp, Cameron 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
98 Barragan, Rolando 
96 Boyce, David 

94 Burns, Andrew 
45 Byrd, Roshaad 
91 Dotson, Demar 
95 Gray, Anthony 

93. Hickman, Logan 
37 Jones, Deddrick 
90 Lav, Cordarro 

77 McDevitt, James 
97 Nyang, Mam 

92 Phillips, Eric 


LINEBACKERS 

41 Abanikanda, Tokumbo 
21 Davis, Brandon 
50 Everett, Octaviues 
99 Green, Tim 
Leonard, Antonio 
46 Lyons, Jerome 
24 McRath, Gerald 
56 Slater, Noah 

32 Smith, Martez 

38 Snowden, Jeremy 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 
WR 
WR 
LT 
LG 


Cc 

RG 
RT 
TE 


QB 
1B 


86 Gerald Baptiste (Ur) 
80 Torris Magee (So.) 
DeAndre Brown (Fr.) 
72 Calvin Wilson (Jr) 
76 Wesley Housley (Sr.) 
59 Cameron Zipp (So.) 
71 Ryan Hebert (ur.) 
66 Ryan McKee (Sr.) 
1 Shawn Nelson (Sr.) 


14 Martevious Young (So.) 


25 Damion Fletcher (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (4) 


LE 
NT 
oT 
RE 
LB 
LB 


94 Andrew Burns (Fr.) 
95 Anthony Gray (So.) 
92 Eric Phillips (Sr) 
96 David Boyce (So.) 


2008 SOUTHERN MISS ROSTER 


63/300 ur. McLain, MS 
60/265 Fr. Paulina, LA 
61/357) dr Temple Hills, MD 
62/290 Fr. Barton, FL 
6-2/307 Sr. Semmes, AL 
65/305 ur. Gray, LA 
6-2/287 Sr. LaPlace, LA 
6-4/301 dr. Norwalk, CA 
66/275 Sr. Spanish Fort, AL 
6-2/310 So. Meridian, MS 
6-6/352 dr. Hattiesburg, MS 
6-1/289 So. Mandeville, LA 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-3/295 dr. Inglewood, CA 
6-6/243 So. Gonzales, LA 
6-4/245 Fr. Columbiana, AL 
6-3/258 So, Meridian, MS 
6-9/260 Sr. Alexandria, LA 
6-0/311 So. Philadelphia, MS 
63/265 Fr. Gulf Shores, AL 
63/230 Fr. Bastrop, LA 
6-2/230 Fr. Whitfield, AL 
6-3/240 So. Mobile, AL 
63/250 Sr. Smyrna, GA 
6-7/280 Sr. Birmingham, AL 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
60/217 Sr. Marietta, GA 
61/205 dr. Meridian, MS 
6-0/230 dr. Valdosta, GA 
6-3/190 Fr. Columbia, SC 
6-2/195 So. Jonesboro, LA 
61/224 Sr. Houston, MS 
6-3/220 Jr. Powder Springs, GA 
63/218 Fr. Metairie, LA 
6:0/210 So. Camden, MS 
63/195 Fr. Liberty, MS. 


DEPTH CHART 


26 Ed Morgan (Sr) 

27 William Spight (Fr.) 
6 Freddie Parham (Jr) 
65. Jimmy Driskell (Sr.) 
60 Rw. Brown (ur) 

55 Alex Michael (So.) 
69 Micah Brown (ur.) 
69 Micah Brown (Jr) 


19 Jonathan Massey (So.) 


13 Austin Davis (Fr.) 
34 Bubba Kirksey (ur) 


37 Deddrick Jones (Fr.) 
93 Logan Hickman (Fr) 


98 Rolando Barragan (ur) 


90 Cordarro Law (Fr) 


41 Tokumbo Abanikanda (Sr.) 48 Blake Spiers (Sr:) 


24 Gerald McRath (Jr) 
21 Brandon Davis (ur.) 

28 Michael McGee (ur.) 
39 C.J. Bailey (So.) 

26 Justin Wilson (So.) 

18 Eddie Hicks (ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


13 Justin Estes (So.) 
3 Britt Barefoot (Sr.) 


46 Jerome Lyons (Sr.) 
99 Tim Green (Fr.) 
2 Micah Pellerin (Fr) 


23 Eddie Willingham (Sr.) 


5 Cameron O'Neal (Fr.) 
30 Chico Hunter (So.) 


KR 11 Tory Harrison (ur) 
PR 11 Tory Harrison (ur) 


48 Spiers, Blake 6-2/225 Sr. Brandon, MS 
56 Thornton, Ronnie 63/225 Fr. Miami, FL 
42 Williams, Korey 6-2/220 Fr. New Orleans, LA 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
39 Bailey, Cu. 5-10/182 So. Moss Point, MS 
17 Bradshaw, Ivory 61/185 Sr. Bastrop, LA 
29 Brown, Hunter 511/168 Fr. Macon, MS 
19 Grant, Carlos 6-1/186 So. Lucedale, MS 
25 Green, John 6-0/225 Sr. New Orleans, LA 
38 Harris, Antrone 5-11/200 Sr Del Ray Beach, FL 
18 Hicks, Eddie 62/185 dr Clarksdale, MS 
22 Hughes, Jamison 62/203 Fr. Hattiesburg, MS 
30 Hunter, Chico 60/190 So. Vicksburg, MS 
1 Inoa, Paul 5-11/183 Sr. Waldorf, MD 
11 King, Richard 510/175 Fr. Jacksonville, FL 
13 Love ur, Ed 5-11/188 dr. Cleveland, MS. 
28 McGee, Michael 5-10/181 Jr. Magee, MS 
16 North, Kevin §-11/207 Sr. Moss Point, MS 
5 O'Neal, Cameron 60/180 Fr. Citronelle, AL 
20. Page, Carlus 60/187 Jr Jackson, MS 
2 Pellerin, Micah 61/182 Fr. Madison, MS 
9 Williams Jr, Claude 5-8/210 Fr. Nesbit, MS 
23 Willingham, Eddie 5-10/179 Sr Daytona Beach, FL 
26 Wilson, Justin 511/185 So. Taylorsville, MS 
SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
3 Barefoot, Britt (K/P) 60/181 Sr Laurel, MS 
20 Cobb, Barrett (P/K) 60/200 dr Clinton, MS 
13 Estes, Justin (K) 5-9/160 So. Marietta, OH 
86 Hicks, Brett (P) 60/185 Sr Jayess, MS 
52. Hill, Andy (LS) 6-2/218 Jr Spanish Fort, AL 
9 Lanphere, Dylan (K) 63/205 So. Tupelo, MS 
6 Sablich, John (K) 5-11/180 Sr Ocean Springs, MS 
60 Tawater, Cody (LS) 63/244 dr. Philadelphia, MS 
RECORD: 7-6 (5-3 C-USA) 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
S. 1  Tennessee—Martin W 35-13 
S. 8 atTennessee L 39-19 
S.15 at East Carolina W 28-21 
S.27 at Boise State L 38-16 
0. 3 Rice L 31-29 
0.13 SMU W 28- 7 
0.21 at Marshall W 33-24 
0.28 UCF L 34-17 
N. 3. at UAB W 37-7 
N.10 Memphis L 29-26 
N.17 at UTEP W 56-30 
N. 24 Arkansas State Ww 16-10 
D. 22 #Cincinnati L 31-21 


#Papavohn's.com Bowl 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 
Jeremy Young 
Stephen Reaves 


RUSHING 
Damion Fletcher 
Tory Harrison 


RECEIVING 
Torris Magee 
Chris Johnson 
Shawn Nelson 
Damion Fletcher 


ATT COMP 
224 = 120 
11 95 
AIT YDS 
295 1,586 
95) 7393 
REC YDS 
44 632 
34 = «418 
33 451 
29 227 


YDS INT 
1464 ll 8 
0435 ean 8 


Kicking: Justin Estes, 15-22 FGs, 39-41 XPs, 84 points 
Tackles: Gerald McRath, 139; Brandon Sumrall, 98 
Sacks: Matthew Chatelain, 7.5 
Interceptions: Brandon Sumrall, 6 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


C-USA WEST 
PREDICTION 


HEAD COACH: 808 TOLEDO RECORD AT SCHOOL; 4-8 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 82-76 (14 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAN DODD DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: O'NEILL GILBERT 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. LOUISIANA SUPERDOME (69,703) 


he foundation for Bob Toledo's term as the Tulane football coach began with 
“a four-win season that included an overtime loss to Army, a five-point setback 

at UAB and a one-point loss to Memphis. Toledo would love to have another 

shot at the three close losses but, in some ways, the season went much better 
than expected. “The preseason magazines said we wouldn't win a game, and we very eas- 
ily could have won seven,” Toledo says. Now it’s time to see what Tulane does in its 
second year under Toledo and first without record-setting running back Matt Forte. 


WUARTERBACKS The Tulane coaching staff hoped to exit spring practice with a 
starter at quarterback. At this rate, they may be lucky to determine the winner of the 
quarterback tussle between sophomore Kevin Moore ‘and redshirt freshman Joe Kemp 
by the season-opener. Moore has the experience advantage after playing last season 
and is steadier than Kemp. But the coaches are intrigued by the ability, athleticism 
and accuracy of the 6'4", 220-pound Kemp. Chances are, both will get to play early 
and often and throw the ball all over the field. Junior Anthony Scelfo will also fit into 
the mix — and possibly be the starter — if he doesn’t opt to begin his professional 
baseball career. 


NNING ! 


» No Forte? No problem. OK, we won't go that far. Tulane greatly 


The Tulane defense allowed 26 TD 
passes and had only eight INTs 
last season. The Green Wave 
need more big plays by the pass 


misses 4 AS That much is certain, But Toledo feels that if Andre Anderson, a 6'0", 
good he is.” That may be true, 

defense to have success. 
carries, and he’s replacing a running 


207-pound junior, stays healthy then 

“people will be surprised how 

but Anderson’s career rushing 2 6/8 

numbers total 129 yards on 32 

back who rushed for 2,127 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior. Redshirt freshman J.T. 

McDonald is the backup, and any additional depth will come from true freshmen. 
Last year the receivers spent much of their time blocking for Forte. This 

year, they will have a chance to showcase their ability. Jeremy Williams and Brian King 

are the marquee receivers in an offense that needs passing yards to be successful. 

Williams had a team-high 46 catches for 773 yards a year ago but was not consistent 


enough to please the coaching staff. Michael Batiste and Casey Robottom also should 
be steady contributors, and Taylor Echols is one of the team’s fastest players. 


OFFENSIVE LINEN Offensive coordinator Dan Dodd says the goal is to get 10 
offensive linemen ready to play on Saturday, but “you're happy if you have eight.” Dodd 
says he thinks the Green Wave will be at least eight deep with the left side of guard 
Michael Parenton and tackle Troy Kropog leading the way. Parenton has started 34 and 
Kropog 25 games at Tulane. Andrew Nierman started all 12 games last season at right 
guard but could be moved to center. Put all the mixing and matching that happened 
in the spring together, and Tulane has a chance to be good up front. 

| End Reggie Scott is a good place to start up front for the 
tree Wave. First- year defensive coordinator O’Neill Gilbert called Scott a “terror” 
during spring practice, and the 6'3", 255-pound senior is poised to have his best sea- 
son. Fellow defensive end Adam Kwentua was limited by a back injury during the 
spring but is expected to be ready this fall. Tony Bryant should do some good things 
at tackle, and Julian Shives-Sams is expected to start after sliding over to nosetackle. 


Ne Gilbert felt the linebacker position had a need for speed, so senior 
David Skehan moved up from safety. Toledo says Skehan adapted well to the change 
during the spring, and the move allows for better pass coverage at that position. David 
Kirksey will slide from the outside to the inside this year. Evan Lee, 19 starts, and James 
Dillard, 18, provide experience while depth may have to come from true freshmen. 


i Free safety Chinonso Echebelem missed spring practice due to in- 
jury, but the Green Wave coaching staff is aware of his ability. Echebelem is the leader 
of a secondary that needs to be good for the Green Wave to play well defensively. Cor- 
nerbacks Josh Lumar and Phillip Davis have experience, and Alex Wacha looks to be the 
third cornerback. The Green Wave need to find some cornerback depth and, other than 
Echebelem, the safeties are inexperienced. 


Kicker Ross Thevenot and punter Darren deRochemont return. “I don’t 
know if that’s good or bad,” jokes Toledo. Actually, on paper it’s both. Experience is 
good. Inconsistency is not. And the kickers possess both of those attributes. 


JEREMY WILLIAMS 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE 
GREEN WAVE 


Keeping it close won't cut it for Bob Toledo 
in his second season at the helm of the Tu- 
lane football program. “I hate to use the 
term killer instinct, but we need to de- 
velop an instinct to put people away and 
not just be content to be ahead in the 
football game,” Toledo says. Is Tulane 
ready to do that? Take away running back 
Matt Forte, and Tulane returns key players 
at nearly every position. But Forte was the 
centerpiece of last year’s team, so moving 
on without him is not easy. The offense 
will become more reliant on the passing 
game — which puts pressure on quarter- 
backs Kevin Moore and youngster Joe 
Kemp —and Andre Anderson should do a 
good job at running back if he stays 
healthy. The defense also has to perform 
better to make it easier on the Tulane of- 
fense. Take away the season-opener at Al- 
abama, and the first half of the schedule 
helps a bit. After traveling to Tuscaloosa, 
Tulane plays five of the next six games at 
the Louisiana Superdome. The Green 
Wave can hope to set the tone for the 
final half of the season, when the sched- 
ule gets considerably more difficult. 


at Alabama 
East Carolina 
UL Monroe 
SMU 

Army 

at UTEP 
Rice 

at LSU 

at Houston 
UAB 

! at Tulsa 

N. 29 at Memphis 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


2008 SCHEDULE 


COR) eee ee ie en) ee) ee ie 


Ric Fogel 


QUARTERBACKS 
4 Elliott, Scott 

7 Kemp, Joe 

2 Moore, Kevin 
9 Scelfo, Anthony 


RUNNING BACKS 
5 Agers, Andre 
32 Anderson, André 
36 Blackwelder, Cody 
30 Capone, Stephen 
22 McDonald, J.T. 
49 McKinney, Jeremy 
35 Stephany, Jordan 


RECEIVERS 

15 Batiste, Michael 
86 Davis, Chandler 
3 Dunn, Chris 

81 Echols, Taylor 
85 Gaspard, Charles 
83 King, Brian 

87 Mitchell, Alan 
19 Robottom, Casey 
20 Williams, Jeremy 
TIGHT ENDS 

89 Duplessis, Antoine 
88 Helm, Tyler 

80 Kessler, Justin 


HT/WT 

6-2/219 
6-4/220 
6-4/232 
5-10/189 


HT1/WT 
5-9/180 
6-0/207 
6-2/225 
6-0/220 
5-9/222 
6-0/235 
6-0/240 


HT/WT 
63/190 
6-2/172 
6-2/213 
6-2/175 
6/175 
61/185 
63/160 
5-11/183 
6-1/203 


HY/WT 
63/265 
6-4/238 
6-4/260 


David Allen 
Emmanuel Aluko 
Chris Asumnu 
Nathan Austin 
Rich Bell 

Casey Blum 
Darryl Farley 
Ryan Griffin 

Tan Harson 
Harris Howard 
Eric Jones 

Alex Lauricella 
Sule Osagiede 
Dw. Ponder 
Kristofar Rhymes 
Kasey Stelly 
Kadeem Taylor 
Rafael Vazquez 
Troy Wainwright 
Albert Williams 


6-2 
6-3 
6-1 
6-1 
6-1 
6-3 
5-11 
6-4 
5-11 
6-4 
6-6 
6-0 
6-0 
6-2 
6-0 
6-1 
6-4 
6-5 
6-3 
5-11 


HOMETOWN 
Bay City, TX 


N. Richland Hills, TX 
Highland Village, TX 
New Orleans, LA 


Stone 


HOMETOWN 
Dallas, TX 
Mountain, GA 
Ruston, LA 


Indian Trail, NC 
Flower Mound, TX 


Houston, TX 
Luling, LA 


HOMETOWN 


Breaux Bridge, LA 
Gulf Shores, AL 


Arlington, TX 


League City, TX 
New Orleans, LA 


200 
280 
271 
206 
270 
245 
228 
211 
1/5 
288 
290 
180 
190 
185 
200 
231 
235 
321 
230 
190 


Bob Toledo said from the day he took the job 
at Tulane that he wanted to recruit more 
Louisiana kids than previous Tulane coaching 
staffs. With that being said, bringing in only 
seven players from Louisiana was a bit of a 
disappointment. But the Green Wave did sign 
players from seven different states, and they 
found help at nearly every position. The 
Green Wave signed five defensive linemen, 
and at least a couple of them will have an op- 
portunity to provide some depth this season. 
Running backs Nathan Austin and Albert 
Williams also have a chance to earn some 
immediate playing time. Toledo also returned 
to his old home in California to land quarter- 
back Ryan Griffin, defensive lineman Casey 
Blum and linebacker David Allen. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Slidell, LA 
Atlanta, GA 
LaPlace, LA 

Baytown, TX 
HOMETOWN 
Violet, LA 
Covington, LA 
Alvarado, TX 


2008 TULANE ROSTER 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
57 Assell, Ian 

58 Hendrickson, Pete 
64 Higgins, Andrew 
73 Krause, Duke 

77 Kropog, Troy 

76 Landa, John 

78 Landry, Nick 

63 Leary, Kevin 

68 Nierman, Andrew 
70 Olexa, Travis 

65. Parenton, Michael 
62 Ponce de Leon, Oscar 
Ray, Joey 

75 Rice, Tyler 

59 Thomas, Dhamari 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
95 Adams, Justin 

96 Bryant, Tony 

91 Cunningham, Brooks 
93 Kelley, Logan 

90 Kwentua, Adam 

92 Scott, Reggie 

97 Shives-Sams, Julian 
48 Smith, Josh 

98 Wilson, Cedric 

52 Wilson, Troy 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-1/290 Fr. New York, NY 
6-7/285 So. Tampa, FL 
63/285 Fr, Duluth, GA 
6-6/335 Fr. Harahan, LA 
66/290 Sr. Metairie, LA 
6-3/325 dr. Houston, TX 
6-7/295 Jr. Beaumont, TX 
6-2/300 So. West Chester, PA 
6-1/300 So, Harvey, LA 
6-4/286 dr. Houston, TX 
6-2/292 Sr. Thibodaux, LA 
63/311 So. River Ridge, LA 
63/317 Fr. Spring, TX 
65/296 dr. Bradenton, FL 
62/300 ‘Fr. Houston, TX 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5-11/255 So. Missouri City, TX 
6-3/256 So. Atlanta, GA 
6-2/230 Fr. Norcross, GA 
6-2/245 dt. Houston, TX 
6-3/249 Jt Baton Rouge, LA 
6:3/255 Sr. Charlotte, NC 
6-3/280 Sr. Slidell, LA 
6-2/255 Fr. Thomaston, GA 
6-2/260 Fr. Sugar Land, TX 
6-2/240 dr. Gloucester, VA 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 


WR 


83 Brian King (Sr) 
20 Jeremy Williams (Jr) 
77 Troy Kropog (Sr.) 
65 Michael Parenton (Sr.) 
68 Andrew Nierman (So.) 
75 Tyler Rice (ur) 
78 Nick Landry (Jr.) 
80 Justin Kessler (Sr) 

2 Kevin Moore (So.) 
35 Jordan Stephany (So.) 
32 Andre Anderson (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 
OT 


DT 97 Julian Shives-Sams (Sr.) 


DE 


92 Reggie Scott (Sr) 
96 Tony Bryant (So.) 


90 Adam Kwentua (Jr.) 


SLB 33 David Skehan (Sr) 


15 Michael Batiste (Sr.) 
19 Casey Robottom (So.) 
70 Travis Olexa (ur) 

62 Oscar Ponce de Leon (So.) 
66 Joey Ray (Fr) 

76 John Landa (Jr) 

58 Pete Hendrickson (So.) 
88 Tyler Helm (So.) 

7 Joe Kemp (Fr.) 

36 Cody Blackwelder (So.) 
22 J.T. McDonald (Fr.) 


52. Troy Wilson (ur.) 
98 Cedric Wilson (Fr) 
95 Justin Adams (So.) 
93 Logan Kelley (ur) 
44 Jordan Ellis (Sr) 


MLB 55 David Kirksey (ur) 34 Evan Lee (Sr.) 

WLB 6 Travis Burks (Ur) 10 James Dillard (Sr) 

CB 13 Phillip Davis (So.) 21 Charles Harris (ur) 

CB 12 Josh Lumar (Sr.) 8 Alex Wacha (So.) 

SS 38 Corey Sonnier (Jr) 31 Devin Holland (So.) 

FS 24 Chinonso Echebelem (Jr) 45 Lamont Simmons (Fr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 47 RossThevenot (Jr) KR 20 Jeremy Williams (Jr) 
P40 Darren deRochemont (So.) PR 23 Dominique Dade (Fr) 


HI/WT 


LINEBACKERS 

6 Burks, Travis 6-0/206 
37 CoBell, Logan 5-10/220 
10 Dillard, James 6-1/230 
44 Ellis, Jordan 6-1/223 
55. Kirksey, David 6-1/225 
34 Lee, Evan 6-1/230 
53 McMurchy, James 6-1/226 
46 Podet, Adam 5-10/212 
33 Skehan, David 6-0/205 
41 Sparks, Cody 6-4/235 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT 
23 Dade, Dominique 5-9/190 
13 Davis, Phillip 5-10/160 
24 Echebelem, Chinonso 6-1/208 
1 Harding, Matt 5-10/180 
21 Harris, Charles 6-2/175 
31 Holland, Devin 6-0/196 
12 Lumar, Josh 5-10/176 
45 Simmons, Lamont 6-2/203 
38 Sonnier, Cory 5-10/195 
8 Wacha, Alex 6-0/183 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT 


40 deRochemont, Darren (K/P) 5-8/185 


69 Gelhardt, Craig (LS) 63/250 
47 Thevenot, Ross (K) 6-0/180 
16 Villar, Drew (P/K) 6-0/180 


cL HOMETOWN 
Jr. Ellenwood, GA 
Fr. Chesepeake, VA 


Sr. Pembroke Pines, FL 
Sr. Pass Christian, MS 
ur. Mobile, AL 
Sr. Miami, FL 
Jr Houston, TX 
Fr. Houston, TX 
Sr Bronx, NY 
Jl. Bridge City, TX 
cL HOMETOWN 
Fr. Monroe, LA 
So. Suwanee, GA 
dr. Duncanville, TX 
dr South Garland, TX 
Sr. Irving, TX 
So. Baton Rouge, LA 
Sr Edgard, LA 


Fr New Orleans, LA 
Jr Friendswood, TX 
So. Sugar Land, TX 
cL HOMETOWN 
So. Riverview, FL 


Sr. Tallahassee, FL 
Jr Lake Charles, LA 
Fr. Gonzales, LA 


2007 RESULTS 


Mississippi State 


S. 8 

S.15 Houston 
S.22 SE Louisiana 
S.29 LSU 

0. 6 at Army 
0.13 at UAB 
0.20 at SMU 
0.27 Memphis 
N. 3 Tulsa 

N.10 UTEP 

N.17 at Rice 

N. 24 at East Carolina 


PECINT 


SCORE 
38-17 
34-10 
35-27 
34- 9 
(ot) 20-17 
26-21 
(ot) 41-34 
28-27 
49-25 
34-19 
45-31 


L 
L 
Ww 
L 
L 
L 
Ww 
L 
L 
WwW 
Ww 

L 35-12 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


ATT ¢ 


Anthony Scelfo 


OMP YDS 


lll 


1D 

205 1,396 6 7 

Scott Elliott 88 42 (S07e ie 

Kevin Moore 54 30 432 2 O 
USHING \T (0S AVG TD 
Matt Forte 361 2,127 5.9 23 
Anthony Scelfo nV im alyal 30 
Jeremy Williams 46 773 168 5 
Matt Forte 32 282 88 0 
Brian King 30 446 149 2 


Kicking: Ross Thevenot, 13-18 FGs, 34-34 XPs, 73 points 
Tackles: Evan Lee, 99; Joe Goosby, 91 


Sacks: Antonio Harris, 6 
Interceptions: David Skehan, 4 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


46 


C-USA WEST 
PREDICTION 


HEAD COACH: TODD GRAHAM RECORD AT SCHOOL: 10-4 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 17-10 (2 YEARS) 


N\_CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: HERB HAND, GUS MALZAHN CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: KEITH PATTERSON, PAUL RANDOLPH 


—— 
SH TULSA, OKLA. H.A. CHAPMAN STADIUM (35,542) 


ootball at Tulsa these days starts and ends with offense. Under coordinator Gus 
Malzahn’s watch, the Golden Hurricane averaged 41.1 points per game and 
led all of college football in yards per game (543.9) and total plays (1,126). 
But head coach Todd Graham — defensive coordinator during Tulsa’s 2003- 
05 renaissance — wouldn't mind a little tackling now and again. TU ranked 108th na- 
tionally in total defense, 108th against the pass and 90th against the run. To make 
matters worse, Tulsa lost arguably the 2007 defense’s five best players. Still, Graham is 
upbeat. “Our defensive line is going to be better than it’s ever been,” Graham says. “At 
corner and safety, we'll be as good as we've ever been. We're two-deep at (linebacker), 
but not very experienced. That comes with playing on Saturdays.” 


QUARTERBACKS David Johnson has 472 career passing yards. That was one game for 
the departed Paul Smith. The 2007 Conference USA Offensive Player of the Year, Smith 
led the nation with 60 total touchdowns and joined a list of seven major-college quar- 
terbacks to top the 5,000-yard mark in a single season. Johnson backed up Smith for 
three years, then took the lead in a tight spring battle with sophomores Clark Harrell 
(younger brother of Texas Tech’s Graham) and Jacob Bower. 


RUNNING BACKS The entire running back corps is back — plus one. Senior 

Tarrion Adams is explosive and consistent, evidenced by his 1,225 yards, 5.6 per- 

carry average and eight touchdowns in 2007. His backup is Jamad Williams, 

who showed a powerful burst last year with 458 yards. Multi-faceted fullback 
Charles Clay ran for 304 yards and caught 69 


passes for 1,024 yards and seven touch- 


downs. Back in the mix is sixth-year 
senior Courtney Tennial, a former 
Oklahoma transfer who had 845 yards 
before an Achilles’ injury in ’07. 
RECEIVERS The league’s top receiving group returns virtually every key con- 
tributor and adds some big-time speed. Sophomore ‘Trae Johnson led the team 
with 70 receptions for 1,088 yards and 13 touchdowns. Senior Brennan Marion 
3 caught 39 passes but gained 1,244 yards — for an NCAA record 31.9-yard aver- 
age —and scored 11 touchdowns. Jesse Meyer and Dion Toliver combined for 73 catches 
and 977 yards. Newcomers Damaris Johnson and Dee Williams will get their chances. 


Outgoing quarterback Paul Smith 
threw for 300 yards or more in an 
NCAA-record 14 straight games. Ex- 
pected starter David Johnson has a 
total of 472 yards in his career. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Last year this was a weakness, but with four starters back 

it's now a strength. Senior Rodrick Thomas, who played every offensive snap last 

ey season, is back to anchor the right tackle spot. Junior left guard Curt Puckett, 

junior center Jody Whaley and senior right guard Justin Morsey are also back 

from a unit that gave up just 31 sacks in 564 pass attempts. Depth could become criti- 
cal. Behind the starting five are smallish squad members, walk-ons and freshmen. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN One of the three starters is back, and he’s focused on getting 
this defense better. Senior defensive end Moton Hopkins was second-team All-C-USA 
last season, when he started all 14 games and made 71 tackles, including 10 for a loss, 
and three sacks. Hopkins has added leadership to his plate for 2008. Senior noseguard 

Terrel Nemons rotated there last year and was effective at drawing double-teams. 


LINEBACKERS Chris Chamberlain (school record 165 tackles) and Nelson Coleman 
(139) both first-team AIl-C-USA in ’07, and Alain Karatepeyan (114 tackles, 22 fora 
loss, 9 sacks) all graduated. Coaches hope junior Mike Bryan can fill Coleman’s role in- 
side. Sophomore Tanner Ante had a productive spring. Mid-term transfer Kaipo 
Sarkissian looks ready, but is behind George Clinkscale for now. There seems to be good 
depth behind this group, but zero experience. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Another key position, another chasm to fill. Bandit safety Steve 
Craver is gone after collecting 87 tackles last year. Spur safery Anthony Germany is gone 
after amassing 14.5 tackles for a loss. Both are key positions in the 3-3-5, but this year TU 
will play some 3-4-4. There's a lot expected from returning corner Kenny D. Sims and free 
safety Charles Davis, as well as senior Roy Roberts, who's moving to bandit. 


SPECIALISTS Every key special teams contributor returns, and winning the field po- 
sition battle will help a new quarterback and struggling defense. Placekicker Jarod Tracy 
was only 7-of-12 on field goals last season but made 11-of-12 in 2006. Punter Michael 
Such (39.0-yard average) needs to improve. Johnson averaged 9.9 yards on punt re- 
turns, but that duty may go to a freshman. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE 
GOLDEN HURRICANE 


Tulsa’s offseason wasn’t spent reveling in a 
school-record-tying 10 victories in 2007. In- 
stead, the time was used to solve what went 
wrong in the four defeats — which included 
two to UCF (one in the Conference USA title 
game). The single most visible factor: TU 
committed 12 turnovers in those four losses. 
“Tt’s something that we have to emphasize 
as an offense more,” says quarterback 
David Johnson, a senior expected to take 
record-setting Paul Smith’s place. Coach 
Todd Graham expects the offense — which 
led the nation in yards per game last season 
— to move at the same pace under Johnson 
as it did under Smith, who directed college 
football’s first team with a 5,000-yard 
passer, a 1,000-yard rusher and three 1,000- 
yard receivers. Every skill position player is 
back except Smith. Sophomores Clark Har- 
rell and Jacob Bower are also competing for 
the job. “They are all going to have better 
personnel than Paul had around him,” Gra- 
ham says. In any case, the defense will have 
to get better. UCF’s Kevin Smith rushed for 
284 yards and four TDs in the title game, and 
the Golden Hurricane gave up 28TDs pass- 
ing and 28 rushing. A major offseason over- 
haul of Chapman Stadium and an 
unprecedented run on in-state recruiting tal- 
ent signifies a continued move in the right di- 
rection for this emerging program. 


BRENNAN MARION 


2008 SCHEDULE 


1 at Arkansas 
15 at Houston 
. 22 Tulane 

. 29 at Marshall 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


A. 30 at UAB W 
S. 6 at NorthTexas WwW 
S. 20 New Mexico W 
S. 27 Central Arkansas Ww 
0. 4 Rice W 
0.11 atSMU W 
0.18 UTEP W 
0. 26 UCF W 
N. < 
N. > 
N W 
N W 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Larry Smith 


QUARTERBACKS 
12 Bower, Jacob 
6 Harrell, Clark 
5 Johnson, David 


RUNNING BACKS 

25 Adams, Tarrion 

9 Clay, Charles 

82 Frank, Jacob 

22. Johnson, Aaron 

37 Opeseyitan, Charles 
43 Pongonis, Victor 
20 Tennial, Courtney 
23 Williams, Jamad 


RECEIVERS 

87 Borgsmiller, Jake 
89 Ford, Chris 

82 Gleghorn, Taylor 
80 Heinz, Corey 

83 Johnson, Trae 

4 Marion, Brennan 
84 Meyer, Jesse 
88 Norman, Andrew 
39 Pistoia, Tyler 

88 Shelley, Slick 

15 Toliver, Dion 

2 Whitmore, A.J. 
89 Young, Richard 


TIGHT ENDS 

41 Cawyer, Logan 
86 Collums, Jake 
85 Dokes, Phillip 
46 Sullivan, Mike 


HT/WT 
63/233 
6-4/197 
6-3/217 


HT/WT 
6-1/200 
63/222 
6-2/234 
5-9/205 
5-10/199 
58/199 
5-10/238 
5-9/198 


HT/WT 
6-3/202 
6-2/190 
6-0/195 
5-11/164 
5-11/170 
6-1/185 
6-4/200 
6-1/195 
6-0/194 
6-4/195 
5-11/170 
5-9/174 
511/166 


HT/WT 


¥SReLrsrn een 


So. 


HOMETOWN 
Meridian, ID 
Ennis, TX 
Portland, OR 


HOMETOWN 
Moore, OK 

Little Rock, AR 
Houston, TX 
Tulsa, OK 
Allen, TX 
Springdale, AR 
Glenpool, OK 
Midwest City, OK 


HOMETOWN 
Tulsa, OK 

Fort Worth, TX 
Rogers, AR 
Lone Tree, CO 
Grand Prairie, TX 
Greensburg, PA 
Jenks, OK 
Springdale, AR 
Long Beach, CA 
Fort Smith, AR 
Riverside, CA 
Nashville, AR 
Sprinafield, MO 


HOMETOWN 
Commerce, OK 
Enid, OK 

Little Rock, AR 


. Highlands Ranch, CO 


2008 TULSA ROSTER 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
68 DeWitt, Ronnie 
60 Gates, Nick 

71 Holloway, Wilson 
78 Holmes, Tyler 
53 Morsey, Justin 
76 Puckett, Curt 

62 Ringle, Aaron 
74 Santos, Shawn 
75 Thomas, Brandon 
70 Thomas, Rodrick 
65 Whaley, Jody 

61 Wike, Travis 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
92 Allen, Eliot 
97 Bell, Jon 


95 Dickerson, Ramarcus 


39 Floyd, Popsie 

96 Garrison, Wilson 
52 Godfrey, Cedric 
93 Hopkins, Moton 
49 McAlester, Jeph 
99 Nemons, Terrel 
80. Ray, Odrick 

55 Robinson, Rashad 
59 Scarbrough, Tyler 
98 Taylor, Skyler 

94 Thompson, Wayne 
97 Young, Kyle 
LINEBACKERS 

41 Abbott, Bo 

40 Antle, Tanner 

34 Arnick, Curnelius 


Chris Adkins RB 5-8 187 
Clint Anderson OLE T6235 253 
Matt Best OL 60 255 OFFENSE (6) 
Jacob Bower QB 63 233 WR 84 Jesse Meyer (ur) 
DeAundre Brown DB 5-11 180 

WR_ 83 Trae Joh So. 
Bryan Burnham DB 62 185 on Senate 5 
Willie Carter RB 6-2 200 regen Mara 50 
Alan Dock LB 5-10 210 LT __ 78 Tyler Holmes (Fr.) 
Cory Dorris OL 64 241 LG 76 Curt Puckett (ur.) 
Kevin Fitzpatrick K 6-2 175 C 65 Jody Whaley (ur.) 
John Flanders CB «5-10 163 RG 53 Justin Morsey (Sr) 
dared Grigg OL G4 258 RT 70 Rodrick Thomas (Sr) 
Derrick Jackson DL 62 285 : 
Damaris Johnson WR 58 170 a hy Day pst I 
Cody Lambert DB 6-0 168 RB 25 Tarrion Adams (Sr.) 
Ade’ Manga LB 6-2 220 FB 9 Charles Clay (So.) 
Brian Moore DB 6-0 184 
Gabe Moyer OLS 6-25 325 DEFENSE (5) : 
Kaipo Sarkissian IB 6-1 235 DE. 323: Moton Hours (Se) 
Bobby Smith CB «45-10 «+172 NG 99 Terrel Nemons (Sr.) 
Zach Wallace TBS) 96-5223 DE 80 Odrick Ray (So.) 
Maurice White DL 66 240 SLB 8 George Clinkscale (Jr) 
Trent Wilkins DB 5-11 191 MLB 43 Mike Bryan (Jr) 
Dee Williams WR 6-2 208 


Two productive positions — linebacker and 
defensive back — were stripped by gradua- 
tion. That’s why the Golden Hurricane signed 
four linebackers and seven defensive backs. 
And the learning curve will be small. Most 
will be expected to compete for time right 
away. Speed was coach Todd Graham’s di- 
rective, and he got plenty of it. Graham 
hopes wideouts Damaris Johnson and Dee 
Williams and running backs Chris Adkins and 
Willie Carter can make a quick impact. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


WLB 40 Tanner Antle (So.) 
CB 27 Kenny D. Sims (ur.) 


CB 18 John Destin (ur) 
SPUR 42 Ade’ Manga (Jr.) 


BAN 10 Roy Roberts (Sr.) 
FS 24 Charles Davis (ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 29 Jarod Tracy (Sr.) 


P 35 Michael Such (So.) 


2 A.J. Whitmore (So.) 
15 Dion Toliver (Sr.)) 
88 Slick Shelley (Ur) 


HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
66/277 So. Lake Travis, TX 
6-2/270 So. Tulsa, OK 
6-6/255 Fr. Edmond, OK 
6-4/305 Fr. Ottawa, ON 
62/296 Sr. Sapulpa, OK 
6-4/308 dr Coweta, OK 
6-4/250 ‘Fr. Sand Springs, OK 
63/304 So. Fort Worth, TX 
65/270 Fr. Macedonia, OH 
6-5/355 Sr Oklahoma City, OK 
64/31l ode Comanche, OK 
64/305 dr. Wichita, KS 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/230 ur. Allen, TX 
6-2/274 So. Shreveport, LA 
6-2/278 Fr. Douglasville, TX 
6-1/250 ur. Tulsa, OK 
63/276 dr. Hinton, OK 
6-2/261 Jr Cedar Hill, TX 
63/270 Sr. Converse, TX . 
63/235 Sr. Tulsa, OK 
63/337 Sr. Cedar Hill, TX 
6-3/241 So. Athens, TX 
61/230 ‘Fr. Mckinney, TX 
6-3/268 So. Stillwater, OK 
60/278 Jr. Tulsa, OK 
60/297 Fr. Cedar Hill, TX 
6-6/233 dr. Turpin, OK 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
5-10/196 Fr. Liberal, KS 
64/211 So. Foyil, OK 
61/221 Fr. Dallas, TX 


DEPTH CHART | 


75 Brandon Thomas (Fr.) 


62. Aaron Ringle (Fr.) 
60 Nick Gates (So.) 


68 Ronnie DeWitt (So.) 


61 Travis Wike (Jr.) 
6 Clark Harrell (So.) 


23 Jamad Williams (So.) 
20 Courtney Tennial (Sr.) 


59 Tyler Scarbrough (So.) 
96 Wilson Garrison (Jr.) 


97 Jon Bell (So.) 


32 Kaipo Sarkissian (Jr) 
33 Kenny R. Sims (So.) 

34 Curnelius Arnick (Fr.) 
16 Nick Henderson (Sr.) | 


30 Josh Walker (Jr) 
37 James Lockett (ur) 
46 Ty Page (Sr) 

19 Josh Burris (Ur) 


KR 10 Roy Roberts (Sr.) 
PR 83 Trae Johnson (So.) 


54 Britton, Michael 
43° Bryan, Mike 

8 Clinkscale, George 
32 Sarkissian, Kaipo 
33 Sims, Kenny R. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
19 Burris, Josh 

ll Cole, Genesis 
28 Cuffee, Drew 
24 Davis, Charles 
18 Destin, John 

26 Gobert, Donald 
16 Henderson, Nick 
37 Lockett, James 
42 Manga, Ade’ 

46 Page, Ty 

38 Penelton, Jonathan 
10 Roberts, Roy 

27 Sims, Kenny D. 
5 Singleton, Reid 
25 Smith, Anthony 
30 Walker, Josh 
SPECIALISTS 

26 Hulse, Matt (K) 
48 Jurado, Paul (P) 
35. Such, Michael (P) 
29 Tracy, Jarod (K) 
51 Warren, John (LS) 


5-10/240 
63/216 
6-0/251 
6-1/230 
6-0/220 


HI/WT 
5-10/190 
6-1/184 
58/179 
5-9/170 
6-0/187 
6-3/192 
6-0/179 
5-11/200 
6-2/210 
6-2/226 
6-1/205 
5-11/205 
5-11/201 
510/170 
5-9/191 
5-10/185 


HI/WT 
5-11/192 
6-1/206 

6-2/205 

6-0/165 

6-0/215 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 10-4 [4-2 C-USA) 


Fr. Bedford, TX 
Jf. Coweta, OK 
Jf. Cedar Hill, TX 
Jt. Kamehameha, HI 
So. Arlington, TX 
cL HOMETOWN 
Jr Garland, TX 
Fr Little Rock, AR 
So. Arlington, TX 
Jr Fort Worth, TX 
Jr. Belle Glade, FL 
So. Crockett, TX 
Sr. Kansas City, KS 
dr. Arlington, TX 
Jr. Winfield, KS 
Sr. Lufkin, TX 
Sr. Dallas, TX 
Sr. Ardmore, OK 
Jr St. Louis, MO 
Fr. Fort Worth, TX 
So. Houston, TX 
Jr. Spiro, OK 
cL HOMETOWN 
Fr. Tulsa, OK 
Sr. Chino, CA 
So. Allen, TX 
Sr. Aledo, TX 
Sr. Phoenix, AZ 
RESULT SCORE 
Ww 35-17 
Ww 55-47 
L 62-21 
WwW 38-30 
L 48-47 
Ww 38-31 
L 44-23 
Ww 29-23 
WwW 49-25 
WwW 56= 7, 
Ww 49-39 
Ww 48-43 
L 44-25 
Ww 63-7 


DATE OPPONENT 
A.30 at UL Monroe 
S.15 BYU 

S.21 Oklahoma 
S.29 UAB 

0. 6 atUTEP 
0.13 Marshall 
0.20 at UCF 
0.27 SMU 

N. 3. atTulane 
N.10 Houston 
N.17 at Army 

N. 24 at Rice 

D. 1 = atUCF 

J. 6 #Bowling Green 


#GMAC Bowl 


PASSING 
Paul Smith 
David Johnson 


RUSHING 
Tarrion Adams 
Jamad Williams 


RECEIVING 

Trae Johnson 
Charles Clay 
Brennan Marion 
Jesse Meyer 


an 
544 


69 
39 
39 


Lowe 


327 
4 


vos 


1,225 


458 
‘yos 


1,088 
1,024 
1,244 


585 


ms mw int 

5,065 47 19 

56 0 O 
AvG $0 
5.6 8 
ae 
AVG 1 
15.5 13 
148 7 
31.9 11 
15.0 2 


Kicking: Jarod Tracy, 7-12 FGs, 73-76 XPs, 94 points 

Tackles: Chris Chamberlain, 165; Nelson Coleman, 139 
Sacks: Alain Karatepeyan, 9 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 
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HEAD COACH: NEIL CALLAWAY RECORD AT SCHOOL: 2-10 (1 YEAR) CAREER RECORD: 2-10 (1 YEAR) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KIM HELTON DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ERIC SCHUMANN 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. LEGION FIELD (72,000) 


eil Callaway’s second season as the head football coach at UAB doesn’t come 
with as many unanswered questions as a year ago. But there is one impor- 
tant question surrounding the UAB program: Can the Blazers take a step to- 
ward a more respectable record than last year’s 2-10 finish? 
That's hard to answer, considering UAB still fields one of the most youthful lineups 
in the conference. Freshmen dotted the starting lineup a year ago, and those players are 
still relatively inexperienced. Callaway will also rely once again on a bunch of new- 
comers for immediate help. 
However, one thing is certain. UAB is bigger, stronger and more physical than a year 
ago, and the Blazers are in better position to win games. The final record may not show 
the improvement — particularly with another grueling schedule — but Callaway be- 
lieves his team is ready to take a step in the right direction. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


pul 


QUARTERBACKS Joe Webb has been the quarterback of the future for the past three 


seasons. It’s finally time for the talented 6'4", 220-pound Birmingham native to get his 
back last season, is one of the most 
— if not more — plays with his legs than his 


full-time shot at quarterback. Webb, a starter TART STE 
sor ee oes 4 inebacker Joe Henderson 
at wide receiver and part-time quarter and safety Will Dunbar com- 
: : : bined for 231 tackles last sea- 
athletically gifted quarterbacks in son. Care to guess who will 
Conference USA. He'll make as many 
right arm but needs to stay healthy with a pair of inexperienced backups in sophomore 
Anthony Speight and former walk-on Rodney Bivens Jr. 


lead the defense this season? 


C-USA EAST 
PREDICTION 


NP UNNING BACKS Aaron Johns needs to be really good, really fast. The former Uni- 
versity of Alabama tailback played junior college football for a year but was ineligible 
last fall. He’s expected to show up in August and get the immediate opportunity to earn 
the starting job. The best running backs in the spring were sophomores Dexter Barnett 
and Justin Brooks. Redshirt freshman Jae Fitzgerald also has a chance to contribute. 


QP ECEIVERS Francrell Forrest had a team-best 49 catches for 563 yards last season and 
appears poised to produce even bigger numbers. Mario Wright has the potential to be- 
come one of the best receivers in the conference, Sylvester Mencer is the most experienced 
receiver on the team, and tight ends Jeffrey Anderson and Zach Lankford have the abil- 
ity to help in the passing game. Rashaud Slaughter moves to slot receiver after serving as 
the team’s running back last year. This should be the deepest position on offense. 


OFFENSIVE LON EMEN Things are better up front this season than they were a year 
ago, but this group still must grow up for the Blazers to move the ball. Jake Seitz, a 
two-year starter at center, will probably slide over to left guard and allow redshirt fresh- 
man Caleb Thomas to play center. There's also significant experience at tackle with 
Matt McCants and Terence Edge, who started as true freshmen. Adam Hollifield 
missed spring with a foot injury but will battle transfer Daniel Seahorn at right guard. 


DEFENSIVE UUNEMEN) The defense will probably be as good as the defensive front 
allows. That might not necessarily be good news. UAB is certainly more experienced 
than a year ago — primarily because nearly everyone returns — but the Blazers are still 
young and not particularly big. Sophomore end Bryant Turner and sophomore tack- 


les Tim Davis and D.J. Reese are probably the best of the bunch. 
LINEBACKERS Callaway and his coaches hit the recruiting trail hard trying to find 


linebackers. They were successful in finding numbers — seven linebackers were among 
the signing class — but time will tell if they found talent. It helps that senior Joe Hen- 
derson — 207 tackles in three seasons — returns. Mike Tashman is an undersized play- 
maker, B.J. Steed has starting experience in the middle, and Keon Harris had a good 
spring. Look for plenty of newcomers to find playing time. 


DEFENSIVE SACKS Perhaps the best offseason news was free safety Will Dunbar’s de- 
cision to return for his final year. The 6'1", 195-pounder was the leading tackler in C- 
USA last season despite playing over half of the season with a banged-up knee. He'll be 
surrounded by experience — most notably cornerbacks Kevin Sanders and Brandon 
Carlisle and strong safety Matt ‘Taylor. 


SPECIALISTS Swayze Waters handles punts, field goals, extra points and kickoffs, and 
is one of the best in the nation. Waters did miss spring work after having surgery on his 
right hip. He's expected to be ready for the opener, but Trey Ragland could provide help. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BLAZERS 


The good news is last year’s lineup is a 
year older. The bad news is that this is still 
a painfully young team and depth is still an 
issue. Quarterback Joe Webb has the abil- 
ity to be one of the more dynamic players 
in Conference USA. But can the offensive 
line give Webb the protection to keep him 
healthy for the entire season? Keep in 
mind that the Blazers’ starting left tackle 
last season spent more time playing the 
tuba in the band than he did on the high 
school football field. The running game 
should be improved, especially if one-time 
Alabama tailback Aaron Johns is eligible in 
the fall. The defensive players are bigger 
and stronger than a year ago but may still 
need more time in the weight room to hold 
up to the stress of a long season. The 
schedule is also challenging with non-con- 
ference games against the likes of Ten- 
nessee, South Carolina and Florida Atlantic 
and C-USA trips to Southern Miss, Hous- 
ton, UCF and Tulane. If the Blazers can stay 
relatively healthy, then they should be 
competitive the entire season. If injuries 
take a toll, however, it could be another 
long season in Birmingham. 


2008 SCHEDULE 


30 Tulsa 

6 at Florida Atlantic 
13 atTennessee 

20 Alabama State 

27 _at South Carolina 
2 Memphis 

at Houston 

18 Marshall 

1 at Southern Miss 
15 atTulane a 
22 East Carolina 

29 at UCF 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or Lindicates 2 projected win of loss 
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ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Paul Jasienski 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HT/WT 


cL HOMETOWN 
14 Bivens Jr. Rodney 60/195 Sr. Tuscaloosa, AL 86 Anderson, Jeffrey 6-3/220 So. Selma,AL 49 Bradley, Dukes 60/218 So Fort Payne, AL 
12 Cowart, Cameron 6-3/205 Sr. Weston, FL 84 Lankford, Zach 64/250 dr. Dacula,GA 13 Harris, Keon 5-11/200 So. LaGrange, GA 
10 Ellis, Bryan 6-2/200 Fr. Byron,GA 81 Powers, Cory 65/245 Fr. Auburndale, FL 51 Henderson, Joe 6-2/220 Sr. Birmingham, AL 
9. Speight, Anthony 63/205 So. Bessemer, AL 88 Smith, Julian 6-2/240 de Birmingham, AL 44 Roget, Kyle 61/235 dr Arlington, TX 
5 Webb, Joe 6-4/220 Jr Birmingham, AL OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HIWT CL HOMETOWN 45 Steed, Bul. 61/230 dr. Sioux City, IA 
RUNNING BACKS HUWT CL HOMETOWN 64 Calhoun, Greg 65/300 Fr Alexander City, AL 33 Tashman, Mike 6-0/210 So. Hoover, AL 
37. Allen, Emmanuel 59/195 So. MuscleShoals, at 72 Creel, Logan Ce irs ales pg be bs eral ee : aes i 

38. Barnett, Dexter 510/175 So. Atlanta, GA 59 Dailey, Sean xO AF Trussville, AL cial ek gle a 
2% Brooks, Justin 5-10/190 So. Dothan, AL 55 Edge, Terence 6-3/265 So. Atlanta,GA DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
44 Dyck, Caleb 5-10/205 So Dothan, AL 68 Hollifield, Adam 63/300 ur. Hoover, ALT 799) Amarikawa, Ugonna 6-0/180 Fr. Houston, TX 
2 Fitzgerald, Jae 51/195 Fr Crestwood, SC 71 McCants, Matt 6-7/295 So. Mobile, AL 20 Blair, Jimmie 60/180 Fr. Camp ledeune, NC 
Al. dones, Reggie 5-9/185 Je Bessemer AL 56 Roget, Ryan ' 63/285 dr. Arlington, TX 4 Carlisle, Brandon 5-10/180 dr. Auburn, AL 
‘ 5 < 75 Seahorn, Daniel 6-2/300 ur. Houston,TX 36 Clever, Jeremy 510/180 Fr. Marietta, GA 

40 Mitchell, Jim 5-10/185 Jr Lawrenceville, GA ; Sark : 

48. Prince, Wille 61/230 Fr Alabaster AL 53 Seitz, Jake 6-2/300 ur. Vestavia Hills, AL 8 Coleman, Marquis 61/185 Fr. Chester, SC 
y 73 Thomas, Caleb 63/280 Fr. Decatur, AL 18 Dunbar, Will 61/195 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
RECEIVERS HUWT CL HOMETOWN — 63. Thompson, Willie 6-6/285 dr. Louisville, GA 25 Ferguson, Brock 6-2/200 So, Montgomery, AL 
47 Brown, Justin 58/160 Fr. Marietta,GA 67 Waller, Joseph 6-4/290 So. Huntsville, AL 27. McRae, Michael 511/175 So, Sarasota, FL 
7 Forrest, Frantrell 6-2/195 So. Mobile, AL DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 2 Sanders, Kevin 5-11/185 Sr. Pell City, AL 
89 Harris, Darryl 5-10/170 Jr. Bessemer, AL 98 Arthur, Adam 6-2/260 Fr San Antonio, TX 26 Smart, Justin 511/175 So. Atlanta, GA 
83 Heath, Brandon 6-2/195 Sr. Atlanta, GA 95 Carter, Richard 66/240 Sr Lovejoy, GA 42 Stafford, Ferson 5-9/170 Fr. Phenix City, AL 
82 Johnson, Justin 63/200 So. Dothan, AL 91 Davis, Tim 6-0/265 So. Apopka, FL 43 Taylor, Matt 511/185 Sr Birmingham, AL 
22 Jones, Mike 6-1/180 So. Nashville, IN 99 Happe, doe 64/250 dr. Canton, GA 30 Thomas, Aaron 5-10/185 Fr. Stone Mountain, GA 
15 Mencer, Sylvester 511/185 Sr. Midfield, AL 76 Howanitz, Todd 67/265 Jr. Hanover Township, PA 17 Wt, deff S1/170 So. Hartselle, AL 
23 Powers, Antoine 55/165 Sr. Hazel Green, AL 52. Quarles, Kelvin 6-2/230 ue Tucker, GA SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
36. Schoolar, Paul 62/200 Jt Jemison, AL 97 Reese, Du. 6-4/280 So. Daphne, AL 60. Haddad, Nick (LS) 510/205 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
1 Slaughter, Rashaud 59/185 dr. Adamsville, AL 96 Smith, Xavier 60/270 Sr Mobile, AL 62 Hamby, Jeff (LS) 61/205 Sr. Vestavia Hills, AL 
24 Thompson, Cameron 6-6/185 So. Little Rock, AR 99 Speights, Jerrickus 65/255 Sr. Gardendale, AL 24 Ragland, Trey (K) 51/175 Fr. Trussville, AL 
11 Wright, Mario 65/205 So. Birmingham, AL 87 Turner, Bryant 6-2/245 So. Daphne, AL 94 Waters,Swayze(K/P)  6-0/170 Sr. Jackson, MS 


2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 
Chris Assily 5 62 25 RECORD: 2-10 (1-7 C-USA) 
Anthony Barnes DE 63.255 DEPTH CHART DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 


Josh Brinson WR 6-1 165 S. 1 at Michigan State L 55-18 
Rodell Carter wR 6-4 209 | OFFENSE (A) S. 8 at Florida State L 34-24 
Chase Daniel iS 6-2 200 WR 7 Frantrell Forrest (So.) Mark Ferrell (ur) S.15 Alcorn State Ww 22- 0 
Nick Davidson OT 6-0 275 WR 11 Mario Wright (So.) 1 Rashaud Slaughter (ur) ; 

Ded earin ys > oe WR 15 Sylvester Mencer (Sr) 22 Mike Jones (So. * pee a cas : aie 
Tyler Fowler OL 66 290 LT 71 Matt McCants (So.) 63. Willie Thompson (Jr) LURE 

Elliott Henigan OL 6-4 240 LG 53 Jake Seitz (Jr) 67 Joseph Waller (So.) 0.13 Tulane W 26-21 
Andre Hicks DB 5-9 165 C 73 Caleb Thomas (Fr) 59 Sean Dailey (Fr.) 0.20 Houston L 49-10 
David Isabelle QB 6-3 185 RG 68 Adam Hollifield (Ur) 75 Daniel Seahorn (ur) 0.27 at East Carolina L 41- 6 
eet ee B aa nee RT 55 Terence Edge (So.) 64 Greg Calhoun (Fr.) N. 3. Southern Miss L 3/77. 
Drew Luker 1B 63.—«180 TE 86 Jeffrey Anderson (So.) 84 Zach Lankford (ur) N.10 UCF L 45-31 
Patrick Reynolds DB 5-9 175 QB 5 Joe Webb (ur) 9 Anthony Speight (So.) N.17 at Memphis L 25- 9 
eal Red a ie Oe RB _Aaron Johns (Sr) 38 Dexter Barnett (So.) N.24 at Marshall L 46-39 
Dominique Roulach LB 6-1 240 DEFENSE (9) 


Daniel Seahorn Se ee DE 87 Bryant Turner (So.) 99 Jerrickus Speights (Sr.) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Terrell Springs DB 5-9 175 


Lamanski Ware LB 6-2 205 DT 91 Tim Davis (So.) 76 Todd Howanitz (Jr) PASSING AT? COMP YDS TD INT 
Jarrell Watters LB 6-0 225 DT 97 DJ. Reese (So.) 98 Adam Arthur (Fr) Sam Hunt 331 155 1,905 10 14 
Kattrell Watters LB 6-0 235 DE 95 Richard Carter (Sr.) 90 Joe Happe (ur) Joe Webb 117 655 1679 se Seed 
Daniel White IB 62-220 SLB 33 MikeTashman (So.) 13. Keon Harris (So.) RUSHING AN YDS AVG 1D 
Callaway stepped outside his recruiting phi- MLB Dominique Roulach (Jr) 45 B.J. Steed (Jr) Rashaud Slaughter 100 325 cee Al 
losophy and signed 11 junior college players WLB 51 doe Henderson (Sr.) 44 Kyle Roget (Jr) Joe Webb 67-288 43 1 


among the class of 25. The reasons were 


s = CB 21 Kevin Sanders (Sr.) 8 Marquis Coleman (Fr) RECEIVING REC «6YDS)«=6AVG 6D 
pretty obvious. Running back Aaron Johns : - Frantrell Forrest 49 563 «US 5 
— a former Alabama player — signed a CB 4 Brandon Carlisle (Jr) 19 Ugonna Amarikawa (Fr) padi soa aS 3 

JOSE; e 

year ago, didn’t qualify and is back to try SS 43 Matt Taylor (Sr.) 25 Brock Ferguson (So.) M ss Wright 37 372 Ipaea 
again. The Blazers also went heavy at line- FS 18 Will Dunbar (Sr.) Chris Assily (ur.) Rashaud Slaughter 2 123 «456 0 
backer with seven signees slated to play that — - 
position. The best of the group may be junior SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Swayze Waters, 22-28 FGs, 21-23 XPs, 87 points 
college transfers Kyle Roget and Dominique K — 94 Swayze Waters (St) KR 1 Rashaud Slaughter (dt) Tackles: Will Dunbar, 122; Joe Henderson, 109 
Roulach. Rodel Carter and Mark Ferrell are P 94 Swayze Waters (Sr) PR 21 Kevin Sanders (Sr) eg in alent 
two nice-sized junior college wide receivers. a : _|__ Interceptions: Kevin Sanders, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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HEAD COACH: GEORGE OLEARY RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-28 (4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 74-6] (11 YEARS) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: T/M SALEM DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE HUXTABLE 
ORLANDO, FLA. BRIGHT HOUSE NETWORKS STADIUM (45,323) 


fter a few years of building his roster, UCF coach George O'Leary will finally 
begin a season with players recruited entirely by his staff. Arguably the best 
recruit in that time, running back Kevin Smith, is off to the NFL. But the 
Knights return a total of 14 starters this season and have probably their best 
all-around recruiting class to fill in the gaps. Where last season this team followed the 
lead of its offense, don't be surprised if O'Leary, who made his reputation with solid de- 
fensive units, demands the same leadership out of his defense. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS Even with the loss of starter Kyle Israel to graduation, the Knights 
have some options at quarterback. Junior Mike Greco, Israel's backup in ’07, seems 
like the most likely candidate to win the job by the start of the season. Greco fell a lit- 
tle behind redshirt freshman Joe Weatherford at the end of the spring by sitting out 
most of the spring game, but he’s more mobile than his counterpart. NFL coach Mike 
Tice’s son Nate Tice is likely to be the third option but could get some competition 
from incoming freshman recruit Rob Calabrese. 


RUNNING BACKS Smith isn’t walking through that door, folks. But several talented 
freshmen will be. Last year’s backup, junior Phillip Smith, seemed like the new Smith 
slightly by the spring ACL injury of soph- 

like sophomore Sidney Haynes to make an impact. 

right tackle, and senior left tackle Patrick Brown is there to provide some leadership. 
members Bruce Miller and Darius Nall. Miller had seven sacks last season, and Nall, 


on the block, but he was slowed a little bit in the spring with a leg injury. Don’t be sur- 
omore A.J. Guyton, one of the Knights’ 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This group has undergone a lot of change since the Liberty 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Knights lost a lot with the graduation of defensive ends 
who began the season at linebacker before migrating to end, had 22 stops and a sack. 


C-USA EAST 
PREDICTION 


Kevin Smith, who left school for 

the NFL, scored 30 touchdowns 

last year. Smith was also the na- 
tion’s leading rusher in 2007. 


prised if incoming freshmen Brandon Davis and Latavius Murray make a move on the 
depth chart. The same is true for former walk-on Ronnie Weaver, who earned a schol- 
arship last season. 

top pair of hands last season. But sen- x, 0 

ior Rocky Ross and sophomores Kamar 

Aiken, Brian Watters and Khymest Williams 

Bowl. Center Kyle Smith, left guard Cliff McCray and right tackle Josh Sitton are all 
gone. The Knights have tried to retool with senior Cody Minnich at right guard, jun- 
ior Jeramy DeVane at left guard and senior Mike LaVoie at the starting center spot. 
Leger Douzable and Emeka Okammor and defensive tackle Keith Shologan. But like 
their offensive counterparts, the defenders have reloaded. This group should be capa- 
ble of causing some pressure up front this season. End Antonio Wallace is the lone 


RECEIVERS This youthful group was hurt 

are just as talented. Guyton will reportedly redshirt, so it will clear the way for others 
The best news for this hybrid group is that sophomore Jah Reid is finding a groove at 
senior of the group, but he is joined by 2007 All-Conference USA freshman team 


LINEBACKERS Ic isn’t a unit that is going to wow you with its blazing closing speed, 
but this linebacker group is probably the most stable it’s been under O'Leary. Cory 
Hogue had a great offseason and has recovered well from some nagging injuries last 
season. He has solid guys with him in the form of junior Chance Henderson and soph- 
omores Derrick Hallman and Lawrence Young. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The heart of the Knights’ defense, this unit has been in- 
tact each of the past two seasons. An all-senior group, they are led by first-team 
All-Conference USA selection Joe Burnett and the hard-hitting Johnell Neal. 
Both safeties — Sha'reff Rashad and Jason Venson — are equally agile and will 
be needed to produce, especially if the defensive line needs a little extra time to 
jell. Also, look for solid contributions from junior corner Emery Allen and sophomore 
Darin Baldwin, who got a lot of quality time as a true freshman. 


SPECIALISTS The Knights have a new placekicker in transfer Jordan Dodds. Mike 
Torres, lost to graduation, didn’t have the most powerful leg but was very accurate as a 
senior. The Knights need to get some kind of dependability from the position to keep 
ghosts like those of the 2005 Hawaii Bowl (missed extra point in overtime loss) out of 
their memory. Burnett is a dangerous punt returner. 


JOE BURNETT 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 
A QUICK LOOK AT THE KNIGHTS 


The Knights have a lot to live up to after 
claiming their first Conference USA cham- 
pionship in 2007 and second bowl berth. 
Coach George O’Leary’s team didn’t lose 
a lot on either side of the ball numbers- 
wise, but the missing pieces are notice- 
able. The six losses on offense include the 
nation’s top running back last year in 
Kevin Smith, who is off to the pro ranks. 
UCF has plenty of able bodies in the pro- 
gram now (five incoming freshmen backs) 
to fill the void, but losing more than 30 
touchdowns from the offense will affect 
any team. The good news is that the de- 
fense returns nine starters. It has also 
added some girth in the form of a few 
transfers and freshman signings. The 
question will be whether the defense has 
enough collective leadership to carry the 
team if the offensive side of the ball 
doesn’t come around immediately. The 
team is also dealing with the sudden 
death of teammate Ereck Plancher, a red- 
shirt freshman who died in an offseason 
workout the day before the start of the 
spring season. Deaths like these have af- 
fected teams in different ways, and it will 
be interesting to see how the Knights re- 
spond emotionally this season. 


A. 30 South Carolina State W 
S. 6 South Florida L 
S. 20 at Boston College L 
S. 27 at UTEP ~ 
0. 4 SMU Ww 
0.11 at Miami L 
0. 26 atTulsa L 
N. 2 East Carolina * 
N. 8 Southern Miss i 
N. 15 at Marshall W 
N. 22 at Memphis * 
N. 29 UAB W 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season: 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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2008 SCHEDULE 


Mark Langello 


2008 UCF ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 54 Henderson, Chance 61/241 dr Conyers, GA 
2 Greco, Michael 63/211 Jr Fi. Lauderdale,FL 78 Brown, Patrick 6-5/292 Sr. St. Charles, IL 59 Hogue, Cory 61/228 Sr. Naples, FL 
11 Slowik, Andy 6-0/186 Fr. Bradenton, FL 73 Bustillo, tan 62/312 dr Miami,FL 58 Lewis, Tom 6-2/205 Fr. Seminole, FL 
16 Tice, Nate 6-4/203 Fr. Edina, MN 75. Buxton, Mike 68/314 So. Bonita Springs, FL 50. Linam, Josh 63/224 Fr. Tavares, FL 
17 Weatherford, Joe 6-4/198 Fr. Land O' Lakes,FL 66. DeVane, Jeramy 6-3/300 Jr OrmondBeach,FL 51 McCahill, Jay 61/211 So. Kinnelon, NJ 
64 Faile, David 6-2/302 Fr. Leesburg,FL 56 Richards, Jordan 6-2/226 dr. Cary, NC 
RUNNING BACKS HIWT CL HOMETOWN 67 Goray Jake 65/260 Fr Ft.Walton Beach, FL 55. Thompson, Alex 62/21 Je Gainesville, FL 
3 one James Re. So. nay FL 62 Lavoie, Mike 65/292 Sr, Sanford, FL 57 Young, Lawrence 6-0/212 So. Pensacola, FL 
he ala te Deltona, FL 65. McCray, if 62/290 dn Miami, FL DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
30 Smith, Phillip 61/194 dt Mansfield, TX 68 Minnich, Cody 6-3/296 Sr. Leesport, PA : 
. Z a * 22 Allen, Emery 59/176 dr. Milton, FL 
35 Weaver, Ronnie 6-0/202 Fr Sebastian, FL 72 Offutt, Billy 66/305 Fr Winter Park,FL 99 Baldwin, Darin 511/190 So. Homestead, FL 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN — 77 Pieschel, Nick 67/298 Fr Ft. Lauderdale,FL 91 Becker, Jordan 64/206 Fr. Clearwater, FL 
81 Aiken, Kamar 6-2/205 So. Miami, FL 76 Reid, Jah 67/320 So. Haines City,FL_— 23. Bodie, Justin 62/190 So. Atlanta, GA 
15 Alexander, Chad 62/208 Fr Lake Wales,FL_ 9 ‘TunuffiSauvao,Wes 63/300 So Leesville, LA 19. Burnett, Joe 511/185 Se Eustis, FL 
20 Davis, Anthony 59/55 Sc Boynton Beach, F, 7+ Wegerif, Dean 65/248 Fr Merritt Island, FL 39 Dorvilus,Fendson 510/200 Sr —‘Lake Worth, FL 
3 Guyton, Au. 5-11/188 So. Homestead, FL DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = 35_ Hansborough, Omar 6-2/186 Fr. Homestead, FL 
80 Haynes, Sidney 64/214 So. Suwanee,GA 52 Carter, Jack 62/219 Fr. Miami,FL 33. Keys, Chad 60/177 Fr. Covington, LA 
89. Hudson, Austin 61/195 So. Gainesville, FL 99 Geathers, Jarvis 62/215 dr. Andrews,SC 31 Neal, Johnell 5-10/176 Sr. Baton Rouge, LA 
38. McArthur, WT 510/184 Fr, Laurens, SC 97 Green, Jeremy 65/263 ur Archer, FL 29. Rashad, Sha’reff 6-0/198 Sr Jacksonville, FL 
Ha ; 46 Haughton, Rashidi 63/255 So. Miami, FL 37 Rogers, Breon 63/207 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA 
9 N M a 
NOES URI Sd SPE Poe ohneay Margiay  PESOO. Ne Orlando, FL 45. Venson, Jason 510/211 Sz Marietta, GA 
13 Reams, Jevaughn 6-2/187 So. Oakland, CA z r 
5 Ross, Rocky 62/196 St Jacksonville, FL 49 Miller, Bruce 6-2/249 So. Canton,GA 40 Weams, Reggie 6-0/187 So. Baton Rouge, LA 
i 4 F 53 Nall, Darius 63/230 So. Douglasville,GA 25 Williams, Jayson 6-0/206 Sr. Conyers, GA 
6 Watters, Brian 6-2/180 So. Rome, GA 93° Timm: Brian 63/230 dk Sarasota, FL 
82 Williams, Khymest — S-10/171 "So. Lutches, LA 95 Timmons, Travis 6-4/285 dt Sines Ho aoe ae etal 
i 3 4) Clingan, Blake (P) 6-3/221 So. Coral Springs, FL 
TIGHTENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN — 98 Troup, Torrell 63/320" “ue Conyers,GA 43 Dimauro, Salvatore (kK) 63/200 Fr Boca Raton, FL 
40 Gaetjens, Willie 65/225 Fr. Titusville, FL 44 Wallace, Antonio 6-2/251 Sr. Vero Beach, FL 45. Dodds, Jordan (K) 511/210 So. Orlando, FL 
83 Lubischer, John 6-4/252 So. Boca Raton, FL 48 Williams, David 6-2/234 So Lexington, SC 59 Getsee, dames (LS) 62/200 Fr. Miami, FL 
88 Nissley, Adam 66/260 Fr. Cumming,GA LINEBACKERS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN = 44_ Iketani, Kyle (K) 57/158 So. Ocala, FL 
84. Rabazinski, Corey 63/238 dr Winter Park,FL 38 Hallman, Derrick 6-0/205 So. Port St. Lucie, FL 60 Khawly, Ryan (LS) 6-0/218 So. Homestead, FL 
86. Yates, Ricky 65/238 So. Tallahassee, FL 47 Harnden, Tw. 63/242 dr. Tallahassee, FL 16 Langley, Parker (P) S1/176 So. Fort Myers, FL 
2008 SIGNEES 2007 RESULTS 
RECORD: 10-4 (7-1 C-USA 
Rob Calabrese QB 6-2 215 | 
: DATE OPPONENT RESULT SCORE 
Brandon Davis RB 5-9 190 $1 t NC State W 25-93 
Jarvis Geathers DE 6-2 225 OFFENSE (5) $.15 e 32 
Thao Goins DT 6-4 285 WR 5 Rocky Ross (Sr.) 6 Brian Watters (So.) S. 92 Ks me hi a ae 
Brynn Harvey RB 5-11 215 ~ — . empnis m 
Chad Hounshell OL 6-4 300 WR 81 Kamar Aiken (So.) 82 Khymest Williams (So.) S.29  UL-Lafayette W 37-19 
Brendan Kelly TE/HB 6-3. 235 LT 78 Patrick Brown (Jr) 75 Mike Buxton (So.) 0. 6 at East Carolina L 52-38 
Chad Keys DB 6-0 185 LG 66 JeramyDeVane (Jr) 77 Nick Pieschel (Fr) 0.13 at South Florida L 64-12 
Vance King RB 6-0 195 € 62 Mike Lavoie (Sr) 73 Tan Bustillo (Jr) 0.20 Tulsa Ww 44-23 
Josh Linam LB 6-2 230 RG 68 Cody Minnich (Sr) 94 Wes Tunutfi Sauvao (So.) 0.28 at Southern Miss Ww 34-17 
Kyle Madden TE 6-3 250 aT 76 Jali Reid 72. Billy offutt (F N. 3 Marshall WwW 47-13 
Chris Martin DT 65 290 ana my Othae (Fr) N.10 at UAB Ww 45-31 
Jarien Moreland OL 6-4 330 TE 84 Corey Rabazinski (Jr) | 88 Adam Nissley (Fr.) N.17. atSMU Ww 49-20 
Latavius Murray RB 6-3 215 QB 2 Michael Greco (ur.) 17 Joe Weatherford (Fr.) N.24 UTEP Ww 36-20 
John Oliver OL 66 270 FB 46 Ricky Kay (So.) Latavius Murray (Fr.) D. 1 %Tulsa Ww 44-25 
Robert Pritchard DE 6-4 225 St ee : Fin 
; RB 30 Phillip Smith (Ur) 35 Ronnie Weaver (Fr.) D.29 #Mississippi State L 10- 3 
Laren Robirison B63 1 %6C-USA Championship Game #Liberty Bowl 
Steven Robinson OL 63 305 DEFENSE (9) a ee 
=r eats “ 61 ioe DE 53 Darius Nall (So.) 44 Antonio Wallace (Sr) 2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PLE INS Se DT 95 TravisTimmons (Jr) 46 Rashidi Haughton (So.) 
Afice prinainaiinta lott din 2007, th PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
as ; i i 45 
ter with the addition of 20 new faces for ’08. RECA we Bees) aaa pees (vr) afichae Greed tr 
The class includes five running backs who ar- SLB 38 Derrick Hallman (So.) 56 Jordan Richards (Jr) RUSHING AT YDS AVG 1D 
rive just in time to help lessen the sting of MLB 54 Chance Henderson (Jr) 55 Alex Thompson (Jr) Kevin Smith 450 2,567 5.7 29 
losing Kevin Smith to the NFL a year early. WLB 59 Cory Hogue (Sr.) 57 Lawrence Young (S0.) Ea orits = oS a 
neponmaclaemayncie | iin) 2 ceria) | NEES 
’ . . Rocky Ross 50) 16585 1,13:25 2 
Onondaga Central and is expected to have Sd, 20 bl tl (So) Kamar Aiken 33 «584 «177=«S 
the best chance out of the quintet to chal- SS 29 Sha’reff Rashad (Sr.) __23_Justin Boddie (So.) Kevin Smith 4 242 101 1 
lenge an Ae Smith be the vad FS 45 Jason Venson (Sr.) 37 Breon Rogers (Sr.) A.J. Guyton 2310-2530 10s 2 
eA ecg Sean ree lak SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking: Michael Torres, 20-24 FGs, 50-51 XPs, 110 points 
quarterback Rob Calabrese and defensive : 5 
end Jarvis Geathers, a 225-pound junior col- K 45 Jordan Dodds (So.) KR 82. Khymest Williams (So,) Tackles: Sha’reff Rashad, 103; Jason Venson, 92 
lege transfer and early enrollee who partic- P 41. Blake Clingan (So.) PR 19 Joe Burnett (Sr.) Sas. tee Dal 2° 


ipated in spring drills. 
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Interceptions: Two players tied with 6 


Returning Players in Bold 
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iu EF / HEAD COACH: MIKE PRICE RECORD AT SCHOOL: 25-23 (4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 154-145 (26 YEARS) Se 
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K CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: BOB CONNELLY, AARON PRICE DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: OSIA LEWIS ARIE 
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Au SGGai fife 
EL PASO, TEXAS SUN BOWL (51,500) A QUICK LOOK AT THE MINERS 
NALIINAL 
FOREGAST, 


Ts returning the bulk of a bad defense a 
good thing? The answer to that question 
should determine whether UTEP contends 
for a bow! bid or suffers its third consecu- 
tive losing season in fifth 
year. Almost everything but the personnel 
is new on defense, including the scheme 
(a 3-3-5 replaces the conventional 4-3), 
the coordinator ( 5 from New 
Mexico replaces Tim Hundley) and two of 
the other three assistants, as the Miners 
assume there is no way to be worse than 
117th out of 119 teams in the nation de- 
fensively. Even an incremental improve- 
ment from a defense that returns starters 
at seven positions would be good relative 
to the low bar set by Conference USA, as 
five of the conference’s 12 teams finished 
Replacing Marcus Thomas’ 1,166 in the bottom 13 nationally. A small step 


rushing yards and 18 total touchdowns will be a challenge, forward s that ns of ve eH Ce oe 
but there is a list of quality candidates. Senior Terrell Jack- up being big in the win-loss column if the 
= offense continues to put up big numbers. 


son was the backup last year, even beating New Mexico with With a strona li h 
a 36-yard score in the opener. Sophomore Donald Buck- Te Sea ies es ae Se Ono 


s the clock hit 0:00 in UTEP’s seventh game of the 2007 season, the tale of 
the Miners’ year was about how their young offense had exceeded all expec- 
tations. Then East Carolina's 34-yard Hail Mary prayer was answered, UTEP 
lost that seventh game and the five that followed, and the story of the year was 
a 117th-ranked defense, leading to massive changes in Mike Price's coaching staff. 
Five of the nine assistants turned over, most notably at defensive coordinator, where 
Osia Lewis comes in from New Mexico with a 3-3-5 scheme that’s new to the program. 
The 4-8 record only partly reflected a season when the Miners laid a strong foun- 
dation on offense and special teams, but making a bow] for the first time since 2005 will 
depend on making dramatic strides with the new-look defense. 


‘ This was the biggest question heading into last year, and if all the 
smaller questions had been answered as emphatically as freshman Trevor Vittatoe an- 
swered this one, the year would have gone much differently. Vittatoe was spectacular, 
finishing second in the nation among freshman quarterbacks with 3,101 yards to go 
with 25 touchdowns and seven interceptions. Now a sophomore, he appears fully re- 
covered from offseason surgery on his non-throwing shoulder. 


GUSAWESI, 
PREDICTION, 


ram averaged 4.6-yards per carry in the first three games as The UTEP defense allowed 5048 quarterback in pears 
; 5 eet ops : yards per game in 2007, ranking it ceiver in and one of the na- 
the third back before getting injured and taking a redshirt. i : et : 
ie és $ 117th out of 119 teams inthe — tign’s elite kickers in UTEP 
Jason Williams was elevated to the third team after Buck- Football Bowl Subdivision. ; 


is primed to improve upon the 33.6 points 
per game it scored last year. 


ram's injury, and he could be the short-yardage option. 


As was the case last year, the Miners start off with one proven receiver 
and a bunch of potential. Last year, the potential was Jeff Moturi, who went from one 
catch as a freshman in ’06 to touchdown catches in 10 straight games last season and 
first-team all-conference honors. No other wideout had more than five catches, but 
Price has confidence in a number of freshmen and sophomores. This group will be 
young, but Price’s offenses rarely struggle at this position. Tight end Jamar Hunt, a 
much-used backup last season, lends a veteran presence. 


Along with Vittatoe, this is the strength of the team. UTEP 
set program records for yards and points last season and returns the entire left side of 
the line — center Robby Felix, guard Cameron Raschke and tackle Mike Aguayo. Soph- 
omore right guard Rod Huntley, a 6'3", 310-pounder, is a good bet to be the team’s 
breakout player this year. Colby Meek, an experienced backup, is the likely right tackle. 


UTEP is going from a four-lineman base defense to a three- 
man front, and given the revolving door at this position last year, that’s probably a 
good thing. No lineman finished in the top eight in tackles last season and none had 
more than 1.5 sacks. Ja-Boy Leomiti, James Olalekan, Robert Soleyjacks, Dane 
O'Neill, Chris Moore, Steve Riddick and Craig Wood all started at times last season 
and all are back, though UTEP never really found any answers here a year ago. The ! = 
new 3-3-5 scheme should help with a defensive back blitzing on almost every play. TREVOR VITTATOE 


Adam Vincent is the returning starter, and he was one of the defen- 


sive bright spots last season. Nuuese Punimata and Isaiah Carter are looking to move 
Foctive “A 2008 SCHEDULE 


from effective backups to starters. Brian Wilkins is the only experienced backup. 


: : F < N. 8 atULLafayette 
Kicker Jose Martinez made a 57-yard field goal and finished the season N.15 SMU 


as one of three finalists for the Lou Groza Award after drilling 17-of-20 field goals. N. 22 at Houston 
Punter Kyle Petersen faded late in his freshman season but was strong early. UTEP was. 98 at East Carolina 
solid on coverage and return units, which should carry over this year. 


A. 28 at Buffalo iy 

UTEP ranked 117th in pass defense last year, but they were also S. 6 Texas L 

21st in interceptions, so there is playmaking ability in the secondary. This unit, how- S. 20 New Mexico State W 
ever, was dealt a blow in the spring when Braxton Amy, the team’s leading tackler last S. 27. UCF * 
year, was lost for the season with a torn ACL. Cornerback Josh Ferguson is back after 0. 4. atSouthern Miss m 
missing most of last season with an injury, and the other spot was split between Melvin 0.11 Tulane Ww 
Stephenson and Cornelius Brown. Da’ Mon Cromartie-Smith’s development at safety 0.18 attTulsa L 
was the highlight for the defense last season, and he should be a leader this fall. N. 1. Rice * 
W 

W 

L 

L 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W of Lindicates a projected win or toss 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Layne Murdoch 


QUARTERBACKS 

11 Springer, Jeremy 
5 Thomas II, James 
10 Vittatoe, Trevor 
15 Wright, Kyle 


RUNNING BACKS 
13 Buckram, Donald 
12 Clark, Sean 

8 Farrar, Michael 
20 Frazier, Vernon 
21 Jackson, Terrell 
24. Palmer, Daniel 
34 Williams, Jason 


RECEIVERS 

2 Adams, Kris 
14 Brooks, Derek 
17 Carr, Russell 
19 Davis, Evan 
12 Day, Chris 

83 Freeman, Jack 
7 Hunter, Pierce 
84 Kemp, Donavon 
18 Moturi, Jeff 
88 Shadrawy, Tufick 
81 Vassell, Chris 


TIGHT ENDS 

89 Amato, Geoff 

85 Goldtrap, Elijah 
80 Harre, Michael 
87 Hunt, Jamar 

86 Moore, Jonny 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
71 Aguayo, Mike 

79 Cullumber, Tanner 


HI/WT 
6-2/215 
5-11/185 
6-2/215 
6-1/195 


HT/WT 
5-10/190 
5-6/180 
5-7/195 
5-7/160 
5-9/195 
5-10/205 
§-11/200 


HI/WT 
63/190 
6-2/195 
63/200 
6-1/190 
5-9/180 
5-8/155 
6-5/220 
6-1/175 
6-0/180 
6-2/190 
5-10/180 


HT/WT 
6-3/250 
6-5/255 
673/255 
6-7/260 
6-5/235 
HT/WT 


6-4/290 
6-4/285 


2008 SIGNEES 


Eloy Atkinson 
Darius Austin 
Logan Barrett 
Deryck Beveridge 
Antwon Blake 
Tim Curry 
DeShawn Grayson 
Ramonte Harris 
Jamie Irving 
Korey Jarka 
Wiston Jeune 
Aaron King 

Josh LaBum 
Negale Miller 
Vince Misa-Amituanai 
Darrin Moore 
Bernard Obi 

Tory Robinson 
Nick Sampson 
Max Savedra 
Josh Scott 

Austin Shaffer 
Corey Trisby 
Clarence Ward 
Corey Wright 
John Wright 


DE/OLB 


6-4 
59 
6-1 
6-8 
5-10 
6-4 
6-0 
5-11 
6-1 
6-1 
6-4 
6-4 
6-3 
5-11 
6-5 
6-4 
6-3 
6-4 
6-0 
6-5 
6-4 
6-4 
6-2 
6-1 
6-4 
6-3 


HOMETOWN 
Los Fresnos, TX 
Palestine, TX 
Bedford, TX 
Santa Rosa, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Copperas Cove, TX 
Austin, TX 

El Paso, TX 
Duncanville, TX 
Moreno Valley, CA 
College Station, TX 
Tyler, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Fort Worth, TX 
El Paso, TX 
Chino Hills, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
El Paso, TX 
Houston, TX 
National City, CA 
DeSoto, TX 
Irving, TX 
Arlington, TX 
Sacramento, CA 


HOMETOWN 
El Paso, TX 

Los Angeles, CA 
El Paso, TX 
Mesa, AZ 

San Antonio, TX 
HOMETOWN 
Lakewood, CA 
Chandler, AZ 


( 2008 UTEP ROSTER 


62 Felix, Robby 

72 Garcia, Daniel 
76 Gomez, Manny 
69 Henckel, Troy 

74 Huntley, Rod 

68 Jones, Marcus 
60 McCage, Nathan 
77 McMillan, Bradley 
65 McNac, Anthony 
64 Meek, Colby 

97 Ofili, Charles 

54 Osolinsky, Will 
78 Raschke, Cameron 
67 Santillan, Paul 
70 Solot, Alex 

66 Stout, Ty 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
75 Brown, Lu. 

57 Camilli, Matt 

90 Dew, Brandis 

32 Goodwell, Landon 
96 Johnson, James 
56 Leomiti, Ja-Boy 
99 Moore, Chris 

92 O'Neill, Dane 

91 Olalekan, James 
50 Randle, George 
95 Riddick, Steve 

13 Soleyjacks, Robert 
94 Wood, Craig 


LINEBACKERS 

38 Carter, Isaiah 
40 Davila, Julian 
41 Davis, Elijah 

33 Guerra, Giovanni 


275 

180 

170 OFFENSE (5) 

7 WR 7 Pierce Hunter (So.) 
205 WR 18 Jeff Moturi (Ur) 

190 WR 2 Kris Adams (So.) 

170 LT 71 Mike Aguayo (ur.) 
215 LG 78 Cameron Raschke (Jr) 
ae C 62 Robby Felix (Sr.) 

245 RG 74 Rod Huntley (So.) 
245 RT 64 Colby Meek (ur:) 

170 TE 87 Jamar Hunt (Sr) 

245 QB 10 Trevor Vittatoe (So.) 
ae RB 21 Terrell Jackson (Sr.) 
275 DEFENSE (7) 

185 DE 91 James Olalekan (Sr) 
ae NT 56 Ja-Boy Leomiti (Sr.) 
250 DE 13 Robert Soleyjacks (So.) 
190 LLB 7 Nuuese Punimata (Sr) 
185 MLB 5 Adam Vincent (Sr.) 
260 RLB 38 Isaiah Carter (So.) 
210 


As with everything else in UTEP’s offseason, 
the 2008 recruiting class was all about de- 
fense. Still, not surprisingly for a Mike Price 
team, the star of the class was quarterback 
Tim Curry rated the No. 62 quarterback in 
the country by Scout.com. Cornerbacks 
Antwon Blake and Ramonte Harris and de- 
fensive linemen Bernard Obi and Corey 
Wright are the other top prospects. They ad- 
dress UTEP’s biggest needs. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Minerl6 Jo Jo Ortiz (So.) 

CB 2 Josh Ferguson (Sr,) 

4 Melvin Stephenson (Jr.) 
LS 23 D. Cromartie-Smith (Jr) 
RS 26 Roddray Walker (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 10 Jose Martinez (Sr.) 
P 15 Kyle Petersen (So.) 


63/295 Sr. Corona, CA 
63/315 dr. El Paso, TX 
6-2/250 Fr. El Paso, TX 
6-4/295 So. EI Paso, TX 
63/310 So. Arlington, TX 
6-2/325 Ur. Miramar, FL 
6-4/260 Fr. Spring, TX 
6-4/335 Fr. Houston, TX 
6-4/345 So. Lancaster, TX 
6-4/305 dr. Keller, TX 
6-3/300 dr. Houston, TX 
6-7/265 So. Phoenix, AZ 
64/315 Jr. Kerrville, TX 
6-4/280 Fr. Crosby, TX 
68/315 So. Tucson, AZ 
6-5/280 9 ur. Amarillo, TX 
HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-4/285 Jr. _ Fort Lauderdale, FL 
6-4/220 ‘Fr. Las Cruces, NM 
65/290 dr. Hemet, CA 
6-2/260 dr. West Covina, CA 
60/230 ‘Fr. Wichita Falls, TX 
63/275 Sr. Long Beach, CA 
6-2/285 Ur. Houston, TX 
6-4/235 dr. Chino Hills, CA 
6-2/270 Sr. Texas City, TX 
66/270 So. Sugar Land, TX 
5-11/275 dr. EI Paso, TX 
6-2/250 So. Amarillo, TX 
6-4/295 So. Copperas Cove, TX 
HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 
6-2/210 So. Converse, TX 
5-10/240 Fr. El Paso, TX 
61/230 Ur. Seattle, WA 
60/215 So. West Covina, CA 


DEPTH CHART 


88 Tufick Shadrawy (ur) 
12 Chris Day (Sr) 

19 Evan Davis (So.) 

54 Will Osolinsky (So.) 
65 Anthony McNac (So.) 
60 Nathan McCage (Fr.) 
79 Tanner Cullumber (So.) 
70 Alex Solot (So.) 

86 Jonny Moore (So.) 
15 Kyle Wright (Ur) 

13 Donald Buckram (So.) 


99 Chris Moore (ur) 

95 Steve Riddick (ur.) 
92 Dane O'Neill (Jr) 

42 Greg Holleman (Fr) 
17 Brian Wilkins (Jr) 
44 Greg Watkins (Fr) 
30 Jamie Jordan (Jr) 
34 Martel Strange (So.) 
47 Cornelius Brown (ur) 
30 Matt McShane (So.) 
11 Anthony Morrow (So.) 


KR 34 Jason Williams (ur) 
PR 18 Jeff Moturi (Ur) 


42. Holleman, Greg 6-1/205 
7 Punimata, Nuuese 6-1/225 
27. Reynolds, Eric 5-11/225 
52 Smith, Royzell 6-1/210 
5 Vincent, Adam 6-3/240 
44 Watkins, Greg 6-5/210 
17 Wilkins, Brian 6-2/235 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT 
25 Adame, Saul 5-10/185 
14 Amy, Braxton 6-0/210 
47 Brown, Cornelius 5-11/200 
31 Contreras, Austin 5-10/190 
23 Cromartie-Smith, Da’Mon 6-2/205 
3 Dariso, Chancey 5-10/180 
2 Ferguson, Josh 5-9/185 
30 Jordan, Jamie 6-1/200 
29 Kelly, George 5-10/185 
9 McKinney, Josh 5-8/170 
30 McShane, Matt 5-10/180 
11 Morrow, Anthony 6-0/205 
16 Ortiz, Jo vo 6-1/190 
4 Stephenson II, Melvin 5-10/180 
34 Strange, Martel §-11/185 
26 Walker, Roddray 61/210 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT 
98 Hiett, Greg (P) 65/210 
10 Martinez, Jose (K) 5-10/200 
15 Petersen, Kyle (P) 6-4/230 
39 Scott, Mike (K) 6-1/145 


2007 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-8 (2-6 C-USA) 


DATE OPPONENT 

S. 1 New Mexico 

S. 8  atTexas Tech 
S.15 at New Mexico State 
S.22 Texas Southern 
S.29 atSMU 

0. 6 Tulsa 

0.13 East Carolina 
0.27 Houston 

N. 3 atRice 

N.10 atTulane 

N.17 Southern Miss 
N. 24 at UCF 


Fr. Lubbock, TX 
Sr. Pago Pago, A. Samoa 
So. Port Arthur, TX 
Fr. Missouri City, TX 
Sr. Chandler, AZ 
Fr. Katy, TX 
Jr Tustin, CA 
cL HOMETOWN 
So. El Paso, TX 
Jr Richmond, TX 
Jr Houston, TX 
Fr, El Paso, TX 
dr. Riverside, CA 
So. Oceanside, CA 
Sr. Hayward, CA 
Jr. El Paso, TX 
Sr Anchorage, AK 
So. EI Paso, TX 
So, Portland, OR 
So, Fallbrook, CA 
So. El Paso, TX 
Jr. Grand Prairie, TX 
So. Palm Springs, CA 
Sr. Schertz, TX 
cL HOMETOWN 
dr. San Antonio, TX 
Sr. San Jose, CA 
So. Alta Loma, CA 
Fr. El Paso, TX 
RESULT SCORE 
W 10- 6 
L 45-31 
L 29-24 
w 52-12 
Ww (ot) 48-45 
Ww 48-47 
L (ot) 45-42 
L 34-31 
L 56-48 
L 34-19 
L 56-30 
L 36-20 


2007 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT. COMP. 
Trevor Vittatoe 407 224 
Lorne Sam 19 12 
RUSHING Alt. YDS. 
Marcus Thomas 227 1,166 
Lorne Sam 60 339 
RECEIVING REC. YDS. 
Jeff Moturi 65 891 
Lorne Sam 42 589 
Joe West 41 734 
Fred Rouse 25 379 


15.2 


Kicking: Jose Martinez, 17-20 FGs, 44-46 XPs, 95 points 
Tackles: Braxton Amy, 112; Jeremy Jones, 92 


Sacks: Three players tied with 2 
Interceptions: Quintin Demps, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


rom September to the beginning of December, college football 

fans spend Saturdays cheering on their favorite team, arguing 

among friends about which teams should play for the national 

championship and who they should start in their college fantasy 
lineup. Wait — college fantasy lineup? 

That's right. As Athlon Sports enters its 41st year, we are excited to enter 
the world of college fantasy football, and we want to be your destination for 
college fantasy coverage. Players like Florida quarterback Tim Tebow and 
Ohio State running back Chris Wells are known, but we can help you learn 
the value of New Mexico’s Rodney Ferguson or Rice receiver Jarett Dillard. 

If you are involved with NFL fantasy contests, playing college fantasy foot- 
ball won't require many adjustments. The scoring and lineup requirements 
can be determined by the members of the league, but using NFL fantasy 
scoring standards will work for college football. 

The biggest difference between the two? The scope of the player pool. 
With so many teams, there are several fantasy surprises throughout the year, 
many of whom are impact freshmen. If leagues involving all 119 teams seem 
too intimidating, consider a BCS-only setup. This system allows the average 
college fan to compete with players he or she might be more familiar with. 
Also, leagues can be tailored to include a group of conferences — such as an 
Eastern fantasy league, which includes the ACC, Big East and Independents. 

For fantasy players looking for a challenge, consider establishing a keeper 
league. Think Terrelle Pryor is going to be a fantasy stud in 2009? If so, a 


keeper league setup would allow each owner to keep one freshman for the du- 
ration of his college career. 
section, we have partnered with U-Sports.com — the leader in college fan- 
tasy sport contests. U-Sports.com allows for many different leagues, scoring 
; fantasy players in U-Sports have access 
to live scoring and the ability to 
LV 

on private message board. 
— —_=., Let AthlonSports.com be your 
Throughout the preseason, we 

= . . 

——— ~ will continue to update our 
latest news and notes, 
as well as feature 
win your league. 
During the season, 

provide weekly rank- 
ings, player updates and 
pieces to keep your 
team on top for the 


In addition to the launch of the AthlonSports.com college fantasy football 
and player pool options for players looking to get started. During the season, 
banter with league members on a 
I —— 
’ \-—— guide through the fantasy world. 
‘ 
~ < 
ay 
: rankings, provide the 
pieces to help you 
AthlonSports.com will 
informative weekly 
2008 season. 
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Top 100 Overall 
For all league formats 


1. Graham Harrell, QB, Texas Tech 
2. Tim Tebow, QB, Florida 

. Michael Crabtree, WR, Texas Tech 
4. Dan LeFevour, QB, C. Michigan 

5. Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri 

6. Chris Wells, RB, Ohio State 

7. Ian Johnson, RB, Boise State 

8 

9 


Ww 


. Pat White, QB, West Virginia 

. Chris Williams, WR, N.M. State 
10. Jeremy Maclin, WR, Missouri 
11. Damion Fletcher, RB, Southern Miss 
12. Rodney Ferguson, RB, New Mexico 
13. Knowshon Moreno, RB, Georgia 
14. Percy Harvin, WR, Florida 
15. Harvey Unga, RB, BYU 
16. Eugene Jarvis, RB, Kent State 
17. Marlon Lucky, RB, Nebraska 
18. Jarett Dillard, WR, Rice 
19. LeSean McCoy, RB, Pitt 
20. DeMarco Murray, RB, Oklahoma 
21. Arian Foster, RB, Tennessee 
22. Javon Ringer, RB, Michigan State 
23. Ru. Hill, RB, Wisconsin 
24. Dante Love, WR, Ball State 
. Noel Devine, RB, West Virginia 
26. Nate Davis, QB, Ball State 
27. Chase Holbrook, QB, N.M. State 
28. Michael Thomas, WR, Arizona 
. Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma 
30. Tyrell Sutton, RB, Northwestern 
31. Casey Fitzgerald, WR, North Texas 
32. Jonathan Dwyer, RB, Georgia Tech 
33. Aaron Kelly, WR, Clemson 
34. Bryan Anderson, WR, C. Michigan 
35. Luke Lippincott, RB, Nevada 
36. Curtis Painter, QB, Purdue 
37. Justin Anderson, RB, No. Illinois 
38. Zac Robinson, QB, Oklahoma State 
39. Eric Morris, WR, Texas Tech 
40. Darrell Mack, RB, Utah 
41. Anthony Dixon, RB, Miss. State 
42. Todd Reesing, QB, Kansas 
43. Ryan Mathews, RB, Fresno State 
44. Jeff Moturi, WR, UTEP 
45. Rusty Smith, QB, Florida Atlantic 


hm 
ion 


hm 
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COLLEGE FANTASY 
PEnZone 


WEEKLY PODCASTS 


46. Josh Adams, RB, Wake Forest 
47. C.J. Spiller, RB, Clemson 

48. Juaquin Iglesias, WR, Oklahoma 
49. Max Hall, QB, BYU 

50. Kellen Lewis, QB, Indiana 

51. Brandon Gibson, WR, Wash. State 
52. Eric Decker, WR, Minnesota 

53. Brian Robiskie, WR, Ohio State 
54. James Starks, RB, Buffalo 

55. James Davis, RB, Clemson 

56. Darius Hill, TE, Ball State 

57. Chase Coffman, TE, Missouri 

58. Marcus Barnett, WR, Cincinnati 
59. Jahvid Best, RB, Cal 

60. Jake Sharp, RB, Kansas 

61. Travis Beckum, TE, Wisconsin 

62. Emmanuel Sanders, WR, SMU 
63. Trae Johnson, WR, Tulsa 

64. Arrelious Benn, WR, Illinois 

65. Kenny Britt, WR, Rutgers 

66. Greg Orton, WR, Purdue 

67. Tiquan Underwood, WR, Rutgers 
68. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 

69. Vondrell McGee, RB, Texas 

70. Evan Royster, RB, Penn State 

71. James Casey, TE, Rice 

72. Brennan Marion, WR, Tulsa 

73. Austin Collie, WR, BYU 

74. Dez Bryant, WR, Oklahoma State 
75. Jermaine Gresham, TE, Oklahoma 
76. Chase Clement, QB, Rice 

77, Jake Locker, QB, Washington 

78. Dezmon Briscoe, WR, Kansas 
79. Jorvorskie Lane, RB, Texas A&M 
80. Mike Ford, RB, South Florida 

81. Willie Tuitama, QB, Arizona 

82. Antonio Brown, WR, C. Michigan 
83. Jeremiah Johnson, RB, Oregon 
84. Aaron Brown, RB, TCU 

85. Keegan Herring, RB, Arizona State 
86. Jeremy Childs, WR, Boise State 
87. Cortez Gent, WR, FAU 

88. Rob Gronkowski, TE, Arizona 

89. Tyrell Fenroy, RB, UL Lafayette 
90. Kevin Jurovich, WR, San Jose St. 
91. Joe McKnight, RB, USC 

92. Mike Goodson, RB, Texas A&M 
93. Dominick Goodman, WR, Cincinnati 
94. Dennis Pitta, TE, BYU 

95. Aaron Crawford, RB, Texas Tech 
96. Kenny McKinley, WR, South Carolina 
97. Kory Sheets, RB, Purdue 

98. Cornelius Ingram, TE, Florida 
99. Edward Britton, WR, Texas Tech 
100. Matt Grothe, QB, South Florida 


ATHLON® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTB 


Running Becks Tight Ends 


1. Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 1. Chris Wells, Ohio State 1. Michael Crabtree, Texas Tech 1. Darius Hill, Ball State 
2. Tim Tebow, Florida 2. Tan Johnson, Boise State 2. Chris Williams, New Mexico State 2. Chase Coffman, Missouri 
3. Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 3. Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 3. Jeremy Maclin, Missouri 3. Travis Beckum, Wisconsin 
4. Chase Daniel, Missouri 4. Rodney Ferguson, New Mexico 4. Percy Harvin, Florida 4, James Casey, Rice 
5. Pat White, West Virginia 5. Knowshon Moreno, Georgia 5. Jarett Dillard, Rice 5. Jermaine Gresham, Oklahoma 
6. Nate Davis, Ball State 6. Harvey Unga, BYU 6. Dante Love, Ball State 6. Rob Gronkowski, Arizona 
7. Chase Holbrook, NM State 7. Eugene Jarvis, Kent State 7. Michael Thomas, Arizona 7. Dennis Pitta, BYU 
8. Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 8. Marlon Lucky, Nebraska 8. Casey Fitzgerald, North Texas 8. Cornelius Ingram, Florida 
9. Curtis Painter, Purdue 9. LeSean McCoy, Pitt 9. Aaron Kelly, Clemson 9. Cody Slate, Marshall 
10. Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 10. DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma 10. Bryan Anderson, Central Michigan 10. Shawn Nelson, Southern Miss 
11. Todd Reesing, Kansas 11. Arian Foster, Tennessee 11. Eric Morris, Texas Tech 11. Jason Harmon, FAU 
12. Rusty Smith, FAU 12. Javon Ringer, Michigan State 12. Jeff Moturi, UTEP 12. Brandon Pettigrew, Oklahoma State 
13. Max Hall, BYU 13. Pu. Hill, Wisconsin 13. Juaquin Iglesias, Oklahoma 13. Branden Ledbetter, Western Mich. 
14. Kellen Lewis, Indiana 14. Noel Devine, West Virginia 14. Brandon Gibson, Washington State 14. Bear Pascoe, Fresno State 
15. Chase Clement, Rice 15. Tyrell Sutton, Northwestern 15. Eric Decker, Minnesota 15. Anthony Hill, North Carolina State 
16. Jake Locker, Washington 16. Jonathan Dwyer, Georgia Tech 16. Brian Robiskie, Ohio State 16. Kyle Adams, Purdue 
17. Willie Tuitama, Arizona 17. Luke Lippincott, Nevada 17. Marcus Barnett, Cincinnati 17. Kory Sperry, Colorado State 
18. Matt Grothe, South Florida 18. Justin Anderson, Northern Illinois 18. Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 18. Tony Moeaki, Iowa 
19. Cullen Harper, Clemson 19. Darrell Mack, Utah 19. Trae Johnson, Tulsa 19, Eddie Williams, Idaho 
20. Justin Willis, SMU 20. Anthony Dixon, Mississippi State 20. Arrelious Benn, Illinois 20. Ed Dickson, Oregon 
21. Tyler Graunke, Hawaii 21. Ryan Mathews, Fresno State 21. Kenny Britt, Rutgers 
22. Mark Sanchez, USC 22. Josh Adams, Wake Forest 22. Greg Orton, Purdue 


23. Tyler Sheehan, Bowling Green 23. C.J. Spiller, Clemson 23. Tiquan Underwood, Rutgers Kickers 
24. James Starks, Buffalo 24 


24. Colin Kaepernick, Nevada . Brennan Marion, Tulsa . : 
1. Jeff Wolfert, Missouri 


25. Colt McCoy, Texas 25. James Davis, Clemson 25. Austin Collie, BYU Ener 
26. Adam Weber, Minnesota 26. Jahvid Best, Cal 26. Dez Bryant, Oklahoma State 2. Pat McAfee, West Virginia 
27. Mike Teel, Rutgers 27. Jake Sharp, Kansas 27. Dezmon Briscoe, Kansas 3. Colt David, LSU . 
28. Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 28. Darrell Scott, Colorado 28. Antonio Brown, Central Michigan 4. Thomas Weber, Asizona state 
29. Joe Ganz, Nebraska 29. Vondrell McGee, Texas 29. Jeremy Childs, Boise State 5. Daniel Lincoln, Tennessee 
30, Rudy Carpenter, Arizona State 30. Evan Royster, Penn State 30. Cortez Gent, FAU 6. Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 
31. Juice Williams, Illinois 31. Jorvorskie Lane, Texas A&M 31. Kevin Jurovich, San Jose State 7. Chris Summers, Eurdue 
32. C.J. Bachér, Northwestern 32. Mike Ford, South Florida 32. Dominick Goodman, Cincinnati 8. Ryan Pretorius, Ohio State 
33. David Johnson, Tulsa 33. Jeremiah Johnson, Oregon 33. Kenny McKinley, South Carolina 9. David Buehler, USC 
34. Hunter Cantwell, Louisville 34. Aaron Brown, TCU 34. Edward Britton, Texas Tech zl Main Bien Geneon 
35. Stephen McGee, Texas A&M 35. Keegan Herring, Arizona State 35. Marko Mitchell, Nevada 11. Ryan Bailey, Texas: 
36. Matthew Stafford, Georgia 36. Tyrell Fenroy, Louisiana-Lafayette 36. Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green 12. Jason Bondzio, Arizona 
37. Todd Boeckman, Ohio State 37. Joe McKnight, USC 37. Malcolm Lane, Hawaii 13..Dan'Kelly, Hawalt 
38. Cody Hawkins, Colorado 38. Mike Goodson, Texas A&M 38. A.J. Harris, New Mexico State sca Warley LatOy, Ce 
39. Thaddeus Lewis, Duke 39. Aaron Crawford, Texas Tech 39. Greg Mathews, Michigan 15. Austin Starr, Indiana 
40. Brian Johnson, Utah 40. Kory Sheets, Purdue 40. Julio Jones, Alabama 
41. Deonte Jackson, Idaho 41. DeAndre Brown, Southern Miss 
42. Patrick Jackson, Louisiana Tech 42. Dexton Fields, Kansas 
43, Derrick Locke, Kentucky 43. Jaison Williams, Oregon 1. Ohio State 9. Rutgers 
44, Michael Smith, Arkansas 44. Jamarko Simmons, Western Mich. 2. USC 10. Wake Forest 
45. Tarrion Adams, Tulsa 45. Carlos Singleton, Memphis 3. Oklahoma 11. Wisconsin 
46. Kordell Young, Rutgers 46. Deon Murphy, Kansas State 4. LSU 12. Boston College 
47, Brandon West, Western Michigan 47. Eron Riley, Duke 5. Auburn 13. TCU 
48. Anthony Turner, Bowling Green 48. Stephen Williams, Toledo 6. Cincinnati 14. South Florida 
49. Justin Hoskins, Central Michigan 49. Danario Alexander, Missouri 7. Virginia Tech 15. Oregon 
50. Brandon Minor, Michigan 50. Gerald Jones, Tennessee 8. Penn State 
Slecpers JUCO 
1. David Ausberry, WR, USC 1. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 11. Tavarres King, WR, Georgia 1. Chris Todd, QB, Auburn 
2. Mark Dell, WR, Michigan State 2. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 12. Darryl Stonum, WR, Michigan 2. Carl Moore, WR, Florida 
3. Greg Little, RB, North Carolina 3. DeAndre Brown, WR, Southern Miss 13. Dan Buckner, WR, Texas 3. Arkelon Hall, QB, Memphis 
4. Derrick Locke, RB, Kentucky 4. Darron Thomas, QB, Oregon 14. Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 4. LeGarrette Blount, RB, Oregon 
5. Trent Guy, WR, Louisville 5. De’Anthony Curtis, RB, Arkansas 15. Kavario Middleton, TE, Washington 5. Beau Johnson, RB, Oklahoma State 
6. Chris Rainey, RB, Florida 6. Blake Ayles, TE, USC 16. Justin Feagin, ATH, Michigan 6. Correy Surrency, WR, Florida State 
Pa 7.Gary Rogers, QB, Washington St. 7. Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 17. Mikel LeShoure, RB, Illinois 7. Verran Tucker, WR, Cal 
5 g 8. Michael Smith, RB, Arkansas 8. Josh Haden, RB, Boston College 18. A.J. Green, WR, Georgia 8. Aubrey Quarles, WR, Kansas State 
§ E 9. Deonte Thompson, WR, Florida 9. Jeff Fuller, WR, Texas A&M 19. Aldarius Johnson, WR, Miami 9. Tavares Pressley, RB, Florida State 
ge 10. Marcus Thigpen, RB, Indiana 10. Enrique Davis, RB, Ole Miss 20. Darius Ashley, RB, Louisville 10. Jocques Crawford, RB, Kansas 
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Here it is — the season at a glance. We’ve projected this year’s records for all 119 Football Bowl Subdivision teams, although we’ve hedged 
our bets again with the “swing game” designation (the third number in each record). Worth noting: The lowest-ranked team without a sure 
loss is Tulsa at No. 46. The highest-ranked team without a sure win: Oregon State, at No. 61. 


FLORIDA 

OHIO STATE 
OKLAHOMA 
USC 

GEORGIA 
MISSOURI 
WEST VIRGINIA 
AUBURN 

LSU 

10. CLEMSON 
TEXAS 
WISCONSIN 
KANSAS 

BYU 

ARIZONA STATE 
ILLINOIS 
TENNESSEE 
TEXAS TECH 
OREGON 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
VIRGINIA TECH 
RUTGERS 

PENN STATE 
WAKE FOREST 
FRESNO STATE 


26. 
27. 
28. 
29; 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44, 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
7 
72. 


FLORIDA STATE 
PITTSBURGH 
MICHIGAN 

UCLA 

ALABAMA 
COLORADO 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
UTAH 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
CALIFORNIA 
CINCINNATI 
NORTH CAROLINA 
IOWA 

TEXAS A&M 
ARIZONA 
NEBRASKA 
MARYLAND 
MIAMI 

BOSTON COLLEGE 
TCU 

TULSA 

BOISE STATE 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
MICHIGAN STATE 
WASHINGTON 
CONNECTICUT 
HOUSTON 
NORTHWESTERN 
PURDUE 
ARKANSAS 
GEORGIA TECH 
NC STATE 
KENTUCKY 

EAST CAROLINA 
NOTRE DAME 
OREGON STATE 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
SOUTHERN MISS 
KANSAS STATE 
INDIANA 
LOUISVILLE 
VIRGINIA 

NEVADA 

OLE MISS 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
WASHINGTON STATE 
NAVY 
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(5-1-6) 
(5-2-5) 
(8-1-3) 
(4-3-5) 
(6-5-1) 
(4-2-6) 
(7-4-1) 
(9-1-2) 
(6-5-1) 
(6-3-3) 
(5-4-4) 
(7-1-4) 
(7-3-2) 
(6-4-2) 
(7-2-3) 
(4-6-2) 
(5-2-5) 
(5-3-4) 
(5-3-4) 
(9-2-1) 
(10-0-2) 
(9-1-2) 
(5-3-4) 
(3-5-4) 
(2-8-2) 
(5-4-3) 
(9-1-2) 
(5-4-3) 
(2-5-5) 
(2-6-4) 
(3-6-3) 
(2-8-2) 
(4-5-3) 
(5-2-5) 
(3-5-4) 
(0-9-3) 
(8-1-3) 
(8-1-3) 
(4-6-2) 
(3-5-4) 
(4-3-5) 
(1-8-3) 
(7-4-1) 
(3-6-3) 
(9-2-1) 
(1-7-5) 
(6-3-3) 


. VANDERBILT (2-8-2) 
. STANFORD (1-9-2) 
. BALL STATE (7-1-4) 
. NEW MEXICO (4-6-2) 
. HAWAII (6-3-4) 
. MINNESOTA (2-7-3) 
. UCF (4-4-4) 
. DUKE (1-9-2) 
. [OWA STATE (3-8-1) 
. WESTERN MICHIGAN (7-3-2) 
. WYOMING (4-4-4) 
. BAYLOR (1-9-2) 
s UTEP. (4-5-3) 
. AIR FORCE (4-5-3) 
. MEMPHIS (6-4-2) 
. MIAMI (OHIO) (5-2-5) 
. BOWLING GREEN (4-2-6) 
. SYRACUSE (2-10-0) 
. SMU (2-8-2) 
. BUFFALO (4-3-5) 
. COLORADO STATE = (2-7-3) 
. KENT STATE (6-3-3) 
. TROY (7-4-1) 
. LOUISIANA TECH — (3-6-3) 


. NORTHERN ILLINOIS (2-8-2) 
. RICE 

. SAN JOSE STATE 
. MIDDLE TENNESSEE (5-5-2) 


(3-6-3) 
(3-6-3) 


. TEMPLE (2-8-2) 
. UNLV (1-10-1) 
. TOLEDO (1-8-3) 
. SAN DIEGO STATE = (2-7-3) 


. NEW MEXICO STATE (2-8-2) 


. ARKANSAS STATE — (4-6-2) 
. MARSHALL (1-10-1) 
. NORTH TEXAS (2-7-3) 
. UAB (1-9-2) 
. OHIO (1-10-1) 
. TULANE (0-9-3) 
. EASTERN MICHIGAN (1-8-3) 
. AKRON (0-7-5) 
. UL MONROE (1-7-4) 
. UL LAFAYETTE (0-10-2) 
. ARMY (0-5-7) 
. UTAH STATE (0-11-1) 
. IDAHO (1-10-1) 
. FLORIDA INT'L (0-10-2) 


© GET YOUR GAME ON AGAINST TRACE ADKINS @ 


REGISTER TODAY AT 


« WWW.ATHLONSPORTS.COM/GAMEON = 


¥ 
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PLAY AGAINST TRACE ADKINS, WIN GREAT PRIZES 
COMPETE FOR THE CHANCE TO WIN AWESOME ELECTRONICS FROM JVC, 
INCLUDING AN EVERIO 'HYBRID CAMERA, ‘NX-PN7, AND *TELEDOCK* TV 


COL L EGE 


Winning isn’t everything. Saving hundreds 
on car insurance Is. 


Geta FREE rate quote today: 


\& GEICO 


OE  yatareee vadtld: 


Government Employees Insurance Co. * GEICO General Insurance Co. * GEICO Indemnity Co. * GEICO Casualty Co. These companies are subsidiaries of 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO auto insurance is not available in Mass. GEICO, Washington, DC 20076. © 2008 GEICO 


iPod hits your big screen. 


JVC introduces the world’s first iPod TV with TeleDock® So you can enjoy 
all your iPod content in larger-than-life clarity in the comfort of your own home. 
And not necessarily alone. 


Available in full 1080p ~~ Universal Remote 3HDMI Inputs JVC Superior Sound Package 


1] Made for : 3 
(aE | tv.jvc.com JVC 


The Perfect Experience, — 


